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letterfromtheeditors

Fm applying to work for a prestigious
and popular news magazine. The job suits
my interests and 1 am a gualilied candigaie.
Yet the application is discouraging. They
want a resumne, transcript, writing sample,
and details about my ethnic background
and disabilities: “Applications by minority
and disabled students are particularly wel-
come,”

They might as well put in bold letters:
we are not interested in the quality or
uniqueness of the applicant; unless what
sets you apart is your skin color or debili-
tating feature. It is insuiting and demeaning
to think that separate standards exist in
prestigious institutions, or anywhere for
that matter. The justification for such a dis-
criminating encouragement and resulting
quotas is that the past norm assumed dis-
crimination toward the other extreme,
where minorities needed not apply. The
social history of the ancestors of particular
groups of people has put them at a disad-
vantage, and many people argue that such
past injustices should be rectified by offer-
ing the descendants privileges now.

I'm not arguing that the past system
was right or just; it clearly was not. But it
cannot be rectified by the same ethics that
rendered it wrong in the first place. The
stipulation with which | am faced is as
offensive to me as a note that limits appli-
cants to only wealthy, heaithy white males.
But the system stands, and is generally con-
sidered just, liberal, and progressive. So
much so that in the mainstream viewpoint,
my rebuttal to this unjust practice may
oftend many people, maybe the majority of
individuals on this campus.

Women have received analogous advan-
tages to make up for past inequalities. I am
fully aware of this and equally offended.
How can [ begrudge a systemn that had ben-
efited me? 1 don’t view this particular privi-
lege as a benefit; rather I see it as a subver-
sive tactic whose stated aim is to create

come is t¢ destroy the ideal of equal and
open competition based on individual
value. |, for one, do nol wish Lo be judged
by my genitalia, but by my merit.

I see no problem with people who
chose to join groups or institutions that are
openly selective and discriminating, such
as all black colleges or women's colleges.
Individuvals can chose to discriminate
inside their own peer group. My problem
lies in the blatant contradiction of organi-
zations, both public and private, that claim
to be open to fair competition for all peo-
ple, but award privileges to some.

This type of special privilege is not, as it
aims to be, advantageous or profitable to
those it favors. It awards people for factors
that are irrelevant to the position for which
they apply and makes them pawns in a ven-
ture to dissolve meritocracy. It makes pec-
ple think that a claim on victimization is an
attribute. Awarding biased advantages to
social groups fails in its mission, It is an
insult to any qualified individual who wish-
es to compete in a just system.

I can't fight the system by withholding
my application. And unfortunately, many
organizations hire using the same discrimi-
natory methods, so an outward protest will
cost me a job. | think it is appalling that so
many organizations and institutions sup-
port the “particular welcome” of applicants
for factors that are neither within the con-
trol of the individual or the qualifications
for the job. T suppose that voicing my dis-
content publicly is the best way that [ can
work to change the policy. | hope that vou,
our faithful bulletin readers, will respond in
kind if you think my ideas are as crazy as
think this application is.

Kty Hew b

contributors
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This  PBarnard  senior
harkening from Chevy
Chase, Maryland (our
dear
Chevy
was
named
after the town, not vice
versa) has a professed
love of chocolate, ET, and
is pretty defensive about
her red hair . Check out
Beth’s article in this
week’s commentary
about bad journalism (not
her own, of course).

Tara Coleman is a friendly
Barnard
first yea
who loves|
Skittles
and is veritably obsessed
with green tea. A New Jer-
sey native, Tara brings to
school with her a stuffed
animal collection and
some amazing writing
skills as a bulletin staff
wriier,

Annarose Fitzpatrick is a
native  Connecticutian
who writes, sings, and
plays guitar. She also
hates

hroccoli

i s

took a break from slam-
min’ out tunes with Bac
chantae to write for this
week’s arts section.

Kiryn Haslinger & Courtney E. Martin
editors-in-chief \

equality, but whose ultimate, inevitable out-
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world aids day memorial held ot Barnard

Hanna Tullis

as

tudent examines the World AIDS Day quilf

By Zoe Galland

Posters of AIDS victims peppered the
walls of Upper Level Mcintosh on Nov.
30, one day before World AIDS Day.
Barnard held an hourlong tribute as a
part of World AIDS Day that included a
speech by Fresident Judith Shapiro,
poem reading, singing, and candle light-
ing. About sixty people turned out for
the event.

According to the non-profit organiza-
tion www.aids.org, the United Nations
estimates that 40 million people will be
living with HIV by the end of 2001, Dur-
ing her speech, Shapiro focused on for-
eign countries where medical treatment
is harder to obtain than in the US, par-
ticularly South Africa

Shapiro said that the Medical
Research Council, a research organiza-
tion based in England, denotes AIDS as
the leading cause of death in South
Africa. She said, “AlDS is still treated as
a secret.” Shapiro also recommended
the 1990 Oscar-nominated film Long
Time Companion, which deals with the
first isolated outbreaks of AIDS in the
New York gay community.

In Long Time Companion, saud
Shapiro. there is a particularly moving
scene set in Fire Island, New York. The

main characters, who have lost a num-
ber of friends to AIDS, suddenly see their
deceased friends running down the
hoardwalk. “The deceased are healthy
and happy,” she said, and when they
reach the end of the boardwalk, they
suddenly disappear.

Shapiro ended her presentation say-
ing, “This is a time for a great deal of
reflection and a great deal of concerted
action.”

Couriney Mariin, a Barnard senior,
continued the presentation by reading
several poenis written by South African
high school students. Martin studied
abroad in South Africe her junior year
and taught poetry workshops.

Two acappela groups at
Columbia-the Metronotes and Notes ‘N
Keys—combined forces and sung “Sea-
sons of Love,” the famous song from
Jonathan Larson’s musical Rent. The
commemoration ended with a candle
lighting, performed by about a dozen
participants. Each person lit a candle in
recognition of a country or region. The
countries and regions ranged from the
Philippines to Latin America to the inde-
pendent states of the former Soviet
Union

The organizers of the World AlDS

4

Day commemoration felt positive about
the event. Gareth White, a Barnard
semmor, said,* Dok wenl well Tt was
a good mix of formality and informality.”

Chiloe Cooney, a Barnard sophomore,
was another organizer of the World AIDS
Day memorial. “I was really happy with
how the event turned out,” she said.
Cooney mentioned that in December of
2000, World AIDS Day was celebrated dif-
ferently at Barnard. In 2000, the campus
was covered with artwork, but Cooney
said the effect was minimal, Also, the
event was moved from Decmber 1 to
Novcmber 30. “We moved the event to
last night {Nov. 30],” said Cooney, “and it
provided a structure for the evening.”

White summed up the event. “There
were touching moments, but nothing too
cheesy”

Student reaction to the event was
positive. Karen Austrian, a Columbia
senior, spent the spring and summer of
2000 studying abroad in Kenya. She said
the event had personal significance for
her. *] think it was a nice event,” she
said.

Zoe Galland is o Barnard first year a bul-
letin staff writer,

I Wish That | Could
Collect...

| wish that I could collect
the street kids

Give them a shelter

Give them clothes

Give them education

I wish that | could be

A helping hand finding

A cure for HIV and AIDS

I'm praying for a
transformation

In my country.

—Lindelwa Mofemele (a poem
read by Courtney Martin at
World AIDS DAY




Edmonds discusses charasmatic leadership

By Sue Ann Nelson

In his lcoware on chaiismatic leadershup, Proiossor Ennds
Edmonds defined a charismatic leader using the ideas of soci-
ologist Max Weber. Weber argued that charismatic leaders
gain authority based on the magnetism and persuasiveness of
their personality, and not through a bureaucratic structure.

The lecture, titled Social and Psychological Roots of Chars-
ma: The Case of bin Laden is a part of a program sponsored by
the Mellon Foundation, which allows professors te lecture on
their topics of expertise. Through the iecture, Edmonds hoped
to, “show that Osama wasn't just a demented person and that
the emergence of such persons is embedded in social process-
es." Furthermore,
Edmonds said that he §g
hopes to help create.
"movements dedicated to
changing the status quo.”

Fdmonds began the :
lecture by defining the per-
sonality of a charismatic
leader. "They have a cer-
tain quality of personality
which is regarded as extra-
ordinary and supernatur-
al," he said. He also said
that charismatic leaders
arise during periods of,
"societal  stress  and
moments of psychic, politi- ;
cal, and economic crisis. .
. when traditional rules no

Ennis Edmonds lectures on Osama bin Laden

individual rights, especialiy the idea of women's liberation," is
at the core of fundamentalist rhetoric. For example, the Tal-
iban was very harsii on women, greatly restricting their 1ights.
Edmonds said that fundamentalisis are also, "upset with cul-
tural penetration—how Western music and movies influenca
culture.”

Edmonds cxplained that Islamic fundamentalists see their
actions as just. "Islamic fundamentalists advacate strict obser-
vance of Shariah in the state and society,” said Edmonds. They
believe, "they arc guardians of God's will and they had to save
saciety from sin."

The legacy of European colonialzation and perception of
US geopuolitics are always in the back of the mind of Arabs.

E],m Bang Edinonds said, "Arabs believe that
America will always support Israel
1 and never supported them. . . Ameri-
can presence in the Guif State and
RERIY Saudi Arabia bothered many people
Rl in the Holy Land.”
n Tying the threads of discussion
8 together, Edmonds said that bin
8 Laden’s power comes from, "a feeling
B of being under siege and that there is
| an international conspiracy against
§ Muslims everywhere since they were
under attack.” Thus, bin Laden has
declared war with the idea that, "Mus-
limis have to regain honor.” Edmonds
| quoted bin Laden as saying, "Muslim
blood became the cheapest blood
* and their wealth became loot in the
hands of enemies.”

longer hold."

Edmonds quoted Ruth Ann Willner, who said that there are
three preconditions for the emergence of charismatic leader-
ship. He said, “The latent condition is a state of imbalance
which manifests itself in intergroup conflict and marginaliza-
tion of certain groups; precipitant situations, which are the
events that are likely to intensify contflict; and perceptual reac-
tion, which is the cognitive and emotional manner in which
people experience the first two."

Edmonds argued that charismatic leaders are able to capi-
talize on people’s fears and conflicts during periods of change.
"The genius of these charismatic leaders is their ability to
articulate problems and missions with which thwir followers
can identify,” said Edmonds. This is precisely what Edmonds
sees occurring in the Middle East. "There is a struggle between
modernity and fundamentalism, centered around the question
of what principle the state government and society should be
struclured by. Secular principle or Koran and Islamic tradi-
tion?"

Edmonds argued that the. "phenomeuon of moderniza-
tion—technological deveiopment and social revolution about

Pakistani journalist Ahmed Rashid argues that fundamen-
talism is a response to "the refusal of local elite to come to
terms with the end of the Cold War and unwillingness to have
democracy.” Bin Laden himself listed nine reasons for Muslim
oppression. "The intimidation and harassment suffered by
leaders, the situation of the law within the country, the state
of the press and media (truth hiding), abuse of human rights,
the financial and economic situation, social services, the state
of an jll4rained army, the use of man-made laws, and a disre-
gard of Muslim issues.” He also pointed out that explosions in
Rigalds and the attack on the U.S. military compound at Al
Khobar were a, "warning of a volcanic eruption about to hap-
pen.”

Professor Edmonds showed a Frontline video about the
rise of bin Laden and his leadership. The purpose of this
video, Edmonds said, was "to underscore what 1 said. Bin
Laden isn’t just a crazy peron who hated us—there are social
and psychological roots of his network and the wider funda-
mentalism movements in the Middle East and Asia.”

Sue Ann Nelson is a Barnord first year.




Phyllis Christopher retires

after 30 years of atypical cervice

By Couriney E. Martin

Phyllis Christopher’s story, at first,
may sound like the typical retirement
tale: after 33 years of dedicated service
to Barnard College in the finance and
administrative capacity, she is retiring
and moving to Florida with her hus-
band of nearly 40 years, George.

Do not be ifooled. Phyllis,
according to her col-
leagues and friends,
is anything but

typical.
At her retire-
ment party,

held in the Elia

you look at
Phyllis’ desk she has

a rainbow collection of

children’s photos...chil-

supervisor and the vice-president of
Finance and Administration at the col-
lege explained, “If you look at Phyliis’
desk she has a rainbow collection of
children’s photos...children of every
color. She is a mother to all of us and
all of our children.”
Sharon Walls of the controller’s
office even remembered Phyllis
predicting the birth of her
baby. “Phyllis had
always been a tough
cookie. At first we
didn't always get
along, but after
she  predicted
that T was preg-

Weed Room on dren of every color. She is nant, we became

Thursday, life-long friends.
November 29, a motherto Clu Of us and She’s tough when
co-worker after all of our children.” it comes to busi-

co-worker remein-
bered the way Phyl-
lis had touched their
lives in extracrdinary
ways. Described as fiercely

honest and loving. many said their best
moments with Phyllis had been those
involving their own children.

“Phyllis was there when hoth of my
two children were born. She never had
children of her own, so we would all
bring our children to her and she
would kind of adopt them,” Barbara
Stover, a close friend of Phyllis’ and the
organizer of the party, recounted.

Many others remembered Phyllis’
role as surrogate mother and grand-
mother. The whole room erupted in
laughter, in fact, when vne co-worker
explained how her daughter always
begged to go see Phyllis because she
always gave her a "bus ride.” This rit-
ual, involving Phyllis’ loving lap and a
spontaneous burst of movement and
laughter had been the joy of many of
“Barnard’s children.” according to
Phyllis herself.

Barry Kaufman,

Phyllis’ direct

—Barry Kaufman

. have to ask Phyllis

ness, but she’s real-
Iy soft on the inside.”
Honesty appears to
be one of Phyllis’ strong
points. Many co-workers dou-
bled over with laughter as they
recalled Phyllis’ critical comments
about the way that visitors to
the office were dressed.
Stover went on to
explain, “You don't

twice about any-
thing. She will
always give you a
helping hint
straight up.”

But more than

“Phyllis had
always been a tough
cookie. At first we didn't
always get along, butwe
became life-long friends.
She's tough when it comes to You s° much

And Michelle Pearson from the
Dean of Studies office echoed his senti-
ments. “The best thing and the thing !
will miss most about Phyllis is her
‘¢ood morning’ smile,” she said. She is
always so cheerful and happy to see
you in the morning. She will be
missed.”

Kaufman explained to the room
packed with teary-eyed faces, "We are
here to bid a fond and sentimental
farewell to Phyllis Christopher, and
really, to recognize the end of an era.”
That era, according to Kaufman and
others, was characterized by a woman
who has been described as both a god-
mother and an atypically sassy
guardian angel.

Stover explained, “From day one
Phyllis and | have had our own special
language. I'm not going to tell you what
it is, because | would probably get
kicked out of this place, but it is very
special.”

But Phyllis, known for her expertise
in the truth, did not hesitate with her
choice of words when she yelled out,

“We have been through so much
tog=ther and 1 love every
one of you. Alll can

so is that I'm so

glad we have had
this time

together. I

wish you all

God speed

and thank

from the boi-

just her honesty, business, butshe’sreally twm of my

Phyllis is described

heart. Barnard

as endiessly gving.  SOftontheinside.” ) U0,
Kirk Burton, a friend place to work!”

and employee in Facili- The room was
ties Services, said, “It has —Sharon Walls filled with a joyous and

been three years since [ first met

Phyllis and I instanily fell in love with
her. She just emanates warmih._ _her
touch. her smile...she is just fantastic.”

)

resounding, “Hear. hear!”

Couriney E. Martin is a Barnard senior
and bulletin co-editor-in-chief.
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. The office will reopen on January 2, 2002, Please
#fate to contact us during Winter Break if we can be
G h W LODe L2t you wh enjoy Many v ondt «di MoMehg
are away

earessed

FINAL EXAMINATIONS: Be on the look-out for a notice from
Near Plank which witl exntan procedures for requesting
Incompietes and aeterred fnal examibations Pleace usaet-
stand, however, that you are expected to complete all course
work by the assigned dates and that exceptions are granted
.only for exceptional circumstances. If you did not recerve the ,;
memo please pick up a copy m 105 Milbank éf‘

PARTURE ORIENTATION MEETING: If you are plan-
study abroad during the Spring 2002 semester, please
ean Alperstew for a Pre-Departure Orientation Meeting
Wednesday, December 12, from 5 to 630 p.m, in the
chul Atrnium.

ATIONAL STUDENTS‘ All F-1 international students

TUTORS: Please submit time sheets hetore
ter Break to facilitate processing.

by, please notify Lilhan Appe! at x42024
ools) or Jayma Abdoo at X47559% (for professional schools)
ednesday, Decemnber 12 You must make sure that all your
mmendations are 1 your file and that we have your
plopes by that date We need to mail your recommenda-
5 by December 20 1f we are to meet these deadlines

STUDENTS RECEIVING TUTORING: Make surc that your
account balances are paid in full by the end of the term to pre-
vent the blocking of your registration m January

THE DEAN OF STUDIES OFFICE will be closed beginning
December 24 and will reopen on January 2. THE REGISTRARIS
OFFICE will be closed December 25 and 28, and will open on

Honma Tulbs Hanna Tullis

The Bamard beor gets dressed up for Barnard Loves New Peop/e gather and sing songs in Cenircff Park to com-
York Or Friday, students made a frek downtown fo shop || memorate the life of former Beatle guitarist George
af stores in danger of closing offer September 11 Harrison, who died this weekend of cancer
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by Karin Issacson

“I'm taking three courses right now, all three at Barnard. . .
Black Women in America, Intro to Women's and Gender Studies,
and Feminist Texts I1.”

You would probably expect to hear such an exchange while
passing by Lehman Lawn, or maybe amongst the noontime
crowd at McIntosh. You might
even catch this snippet of con-
versation as you dashed across
Broadway, late for a ciass in
Mathematics Hall, from stu-
dents moseying back to the
117th Street gate. Nine times
out of ten, you would turn
around to see those words
coming out of the mouth of a
Barnard or Columhia woman,
talking about her drive and pas-
ston for her Women's Studies
major.

That tenth time, however,
the sentence might not be her's. As you wheeled around to
catch a glimpse of the speaker, you would still lay eyes on a
Columbia student—it’s just that it would be a Columbia man,
like Nick Mitchell.

Mitchell, a Columbia College sophomore, is one of two
unidergraduate male Women's Studies majors here on campus.
Mitchell chose his major during the second semester of his first
year at Columbia. He found himself drawn by both the field’s
conversations on gender and its diverse literature, “I realized
there was so much more that | really wasn't exposed to and
reading it really helped me see so many problems more clear-
ly,” he said.

He decided to combine his knowledge of Women’s Studies
with a double major in Political Science, a feat that he has
found relatively easy. “1 think that there’s such a huge amount
of overlap between the two that there’s really not even a prob-
lem. In fact, they complement each other very well,” said
Mitchell.

Not surprisingly. fiis choice of major often makes people of
both genders do a double fake. As Mitchell said, “People are
often times initially surprised. Men tend to give me either a big,
kinda, ‘Oh. I bet that gets you all the girls,’ [and] smile, or [give]
a really bewildered loock. Women, {or the most part. seem to
respect my choice, or act bewiidered as well.”

After they recover from their initial shock, however. most
people want to know why Mitchell chose to go in such direc-
tion., picking Women's Studics as a major at all. He. too. must
face the question that every college student dreads: what are

courtesy of www wharorg

Nick Mitchell; Wormen's
Studies major.
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dies major

you going to do with your major in the future?

Luckily, however, he can handle that one with as much
grace as he can the confused stares. “] plan to go to graduate
school. I'm actually thinking about applying to the School of
International and Public Affairs at Columbia or Harvard's John
F. Kennedy School, if [ think that I can get in,” Mitchell replied.
“However, I'm open to anything. I'm considering joining the
Peace Corps before going to graduate school. I've never really
traveled outside of America, so [ would definitely like to study
in some other place for awhile,” he added.

And just how does he think this future will benefit from his
background in Women’s Studies? “l think that Women'’s Studies
will aid me in gaining a good sense of perspective. Women’s
Studies will give me an extremely important perspective that,
to tell you the truth, I don’t think enough men have,” he said.

Mitchell relishes his chance to see the world through
women’s eyes. As he said, 1 honestly feel that being male, it
becomes so easy to completely overlook how things might be
different for women in any instance or situation.”

For Mitchell, visiting the territory that remains undiscov-
ered to most men, the life of women, is not at all difficult. “1
think that there are very few disadvantages other than the fact
that a male obviously hasn’t had certain experiences to draw
from and apply to the subject matter. However, | think that
being male, you're going to get a lot more from Women’s Stud-
jes,” he said.

Mitchell also reports that the faculty and students of
Barnard's Women's Studies Department have welcomed him.
The women do not so much as flinch when they see a male in
their classes. “Everyone in the departments and fields that I
have encountered has been very supportive of my choice, and
I don't feel like I'm portrayed as the ‘token male,” which I wor-
ried would happen,” said Mitchell. “That makes me feel a lot
better.”

Since he does not have to concern himself with social con-
straints, Mitchell is free to relax and focus on his courses,
which he truly enjoys. As he said, “My favorite so far has been
Feminist Texts Il with Lisa Tiersten. My class is small, intimate,
and people say some amazing. interesting things. The readings
are excellent, nothing boring, and Professor Tiersten is great.”

Mitchell advises all Columbia students to partake in the
experience that Women’s and Gender Studies has to offer on
either campus. “I think everyone, male and female, should vol-
untarily take at least one Women'’s Studies class before gradua-
tion.” he said. I would definitely encourage them to take a
class, look at a syllabus, read a book, just look. 1 think there is
something extremely valuable to be learned in Women’s Stud-
tes. aud 1t's important that one is exposed to it.”

Karin Isaacson is o Barnard first year and bulletin stoff writer.




DO YOU WANT TO
“MAKE YOUR MARK...”
WITHIN THE BARNARD RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY?

. e e il
The Office of Residential Life is seeking o *
dedicated students with strong ieadership
and communication skills who can

meet this challenge. "‘* $ r)'
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y / RA Appl:cant lnformatinn Sessions:
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Tuesday, December 4 815 pm 304 Barnard Hall

Wednesday, December5 8:15 pm 304 Barnard Hall

Tuesday, Pecember 11 1200 noon  Brooks Living Room,

Wednesday, January 30 B8:15 pm North Tower, Sulzberger Hall

Monday, February 4 1200 noon  Altschul Atrium

* All Interested applicants MUST attend one of these RA Applicant Information Sessicns.
Applications will ONLY be distributed during information sessions.

* Also you must be available for the Following Dates: Group Process on Friday, February 15th
from 2 pm - 4 pm or § pm - 7 pm and for an Individual Interview on February 21st or 22nd.

* Check out the Make Your Mark website for more information:
www.barnard.edu/reslife/makeyourmark

» Applications are due to the office of Residential Life on Monday, February 11, 2002 by 4.00 pm.

Barnard College Office of Residential Life
RA Selection 2002 2003
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Emilly Fiynn, senior (English major.

R L P

How has religion played a role in your
life?

[ was raised Jewish—my mom was
raised Jewish, my dad was raised
Catholic—but it was in LA. so it was
very L.A. reform. It bordered on hippies
meet God. [ went to Hebrew school and
immediately rebefled against my parents
for being bad Jews. My mom didn’t
obey ihe Torah and [ thought that was
massively hypocritical.
by getting massively involved. [ start-
ed to keep Kosher: | was a counselor at
a Jewish camp. But soon I readzed i
was still not futly embracing the Jew- |
ish sentiment. The problem was,
when [ considered delving further, |
realized | would have to accept some
very misogynistic principles. I'm not J
saying all Jews are misogynistic, but it

So | rebelied &
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ized social process?

Torim thiel shat e onpree’ tn ol

humans 1o believe in & center 41 COnTioL
that they have access to when their per-
sonal feelings of control are lost. In that
sense. there is a hugely natural aspeci to
human’s inventing God. fdon't think it’s
something [ should give into because it
prevents me from making practical deci-
sions that would really be the best thing
for me. Freud talks about the ‘oceanic
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a huge amount of psycho-analytical ener-
g T rthink it is unreasonable to assert a
behe: o a non-oetel 8 metaphysccal
concept.

During the World Trade Center fragedy,
did your religious beliefs (or lack there of)
influence the way you coped?

I didn't think about God at all actual-
ly. I think it was a human vent of human
causes and human consequences. 'fo

take in to a divine level just prevents us

E;.,_c Bang from dealing with real issues. I'd like to

hothered me enough that | went to the i

other extreme: Atheism. [ stopped B
believing in God entirely

What was that process [ike?

It actually took about three years
from the time [ intellectually stopped
believing in God until | stopped pray-
ing to a God 1 didn't believe in. At
moments of great happiness or fear |
would hear this subconscious voice,

‘Thank you God,” or ‘Help me God.” |

Emi ann, Senior af Barnard

help other people, but I don't think I
need God fo do that. T have friends who
are Jewish who went to services right
afterwards and had a lot of time fo

Bl process. | feel like the Barnard commu-

| nity has given me that to the extent that
| needed it through forums and such. i
do have a support group, just not a reli-
gious one,

What do you think about the way that
different religious communities relate on
\ our campus?

Personallv, 1 really don't like the

nature of the Orthodox Jewish commu-

nity. [ think they are extremely exclu-
sive. It often appears that they don’t
want to talk to anyone outside the com-
munity, except in classes. | don’t mean
to say it is a wrong way to live, but that
I'd prefer to be a member of a universi-
ty where there weren't exclusive fac-
tions. In terms of other religions, [ have

even remember doing that when [ got
into Barnard, so [ had to actively shut off
that voice. 1 had been so ingrained in
that ritual, I'd been involved in it for so
long, that it took a conscious effort on
my part to stop domng . The last time [
even considered speaking to God was
when my grandmother died two years
ago. ’

Do vou think the fact that vour instinct
was fo speak to God that # could have
been natural rather than part of a rifual-

feeling’ in the beginning of Cwilzaiion
and s Disconfents and [ think that is a
really dood way to put it He didn’t him-
self feel it, but he could see in people
around him that there was this sense of
needing to feel a part of something larger
that was in control.

Are you stiil Atheist?

No, I'm Agnostic now. I mean { would
bet a lot of money that there is ne God,
but I think not believing in God demands

friends with other religious affiliations
hut for most of them, religion is some-
thing that guides their personal morals,
but doesn’t define whe they're friends
with or what their social group is like.
The reform community has actually been
very welcoming to me. | have been invit-
ed to Shabbat dinners, and I really like
that.

interviewed by Courtney E. Martin, Barnard
sentor and bulletin co-editor-in-chief.

got a comment? we want to hear it.
email the bulletin at bulletin@barnard.edu




wellwoman:is it bad to eat at night?

Is it bad to eat most of my daily
fond at micht? I'm never that

hungry dunng the day. i.0us
this cause weight gain?

Nutritionists often recommend
A that people should eat three

meals and two snacks each day.
ldeally, these are about four hours
apart. This pattern of eating provides
the body with a constant supply of ener-
gy throughout the day, rather than over-
Toading the body at any one time.

Many people tend to skip breakfast,
but this is the MOST important meal of
theday! It’s the meal that gets you going
and provides your body with an inimes
diste source of glucose, which is what
‘your body and braint need in order to
fimction. in addition, eating a meal with-
in the first hour of waking gets vour
metabolism going, so that your body
processes the food you eat for the rest

of the day at a higher level than if you
hadn’t eaten breakfast. Often, if you
gont 85 UISLdel. YOu LONLLLE T .
gry that often during the rest of the day,
due to the fact that your metabolism is
slower thap it would be had you eaten
breakfast. In addition, the lack of food
intake during the day also can con-
trifyute to weight gain, hecause # most of
your foed is eaten at night, your metab-

olism isn't maintained during the day.

Subsequently, your body doesn’t use as
much energy, and doesn't require as
many calories, so the enerdy you get
from food at night is more likely to be
storedasfat. . .
Fating adet at hight is nat a bad thing
onee in a while, sitice your body is very
dood at adapting to-fluctuations in eat-
ing. However, eating most of your daily
intake at night could make you feel slug-
gish and jess alert during the rest of the
day. This isn’t due to the eating at night,

but the lack of eating earlier in the day.
Nighttime meals do not have as much

LN Ll T JC*‘-L,_’ ;‘\ Elap For e ""9'r(\‘”f‘
sleeping, and may coniribute to weight
gain. Because of this fact, it is recom-
mended that your last meal shouid be
consumed two to three hours before
goiug to bed.

This doesn't mean that you should
never eat at night, but you should try to
make an effort to eat little snacks
throughout the day, to give your body
the energy that it needs. It is possible
that by eating breakfast, you may find
that you are hungrier during the day,
and that by eating small amounts of
food earlier, your nighttime hunger may
be diminished. Finally, whether you eat
during the day or night, make sure you
listen to what your body is telling you
about how much food your body needs
in order to perform optimally. This is
key to eating well.

“Well-Woman” is a weekdy feature in the bulleti. The responses, written by the Well-Women Peer Educators, answer
qguestions from members of the Bamnard community. Questions mg:gsubmﬂedfﬁ the Well-Woman Office, 109 Hewitt. The
information provided is for informational purposes only. Plénse kake fssues or medical concems fo your healthcare provider.

cooking an g shoestring budget

For the last installment of Shoestring  arent the more useful cooking items. Oregano, basil, sait, and pepper

for the semester, | wanted to demon- That's it. I was limited in my approach. |
% ended up making sautéed onions with
olive oil and suy sauce—delicious but

strate a slightly different approach !
to cooking on a budget:
attempting to make a meal ¥'%
out of random ingredients in
your kitchen When, one
night at eleven o'clock 1 real-

starving, | decided to for- %
age through my kitchen
for sustenance. Food
was hard to come by
at that moment. What [
found were olive oil, bal-
samic  vinegar, $0y Sauce,
romano cheese, crushed toma-
toes, an oniorn, garlic...and some
chocolate soy protemn powder

only filling for about twenty minutes.

" \\ have been born. Here’s how

- The basics

I can crushed tomatoes

1-2 tablespoons of olive oil

1-2 cloves garhc, chopped or pressed
1 omion, diced

To avoid this uneventful cooking
fate from happening to you, buy a
box/bag of dried pasta just in case
> you ever need to eat and you have
& no food. A box of pasta will set you
W back less than a buck. If only | had

\ bought some myseif, a meal could

to taste
Pasta, any shape you want!

Put a pot of water on high to boil for
the pasta Chop onions. Take another
pan and heat olive oil and garhic for two
minutes. Add onions to the pan and
sauté for approximately seven to eight
minutes. When the onions are mostly
translucent but still a httle hard to the
touch, add the can of tomatoes. Simmer
the sauce for fifteen minutes; add herbs
to your taste Winle sauce sunmers, cook
pasta in boiling water (add salt when you
put the pasta m) for 10-12 minutes. Drain
and toss with sauce Grate cheese on
top

A variation on this <<page 30>>
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gotta fight for your right to

By Titfaney Mummey

It happens every weekend. As soon as Thursday night
hits, the rush begins. Girls race past you with their suitcas-
es-oi-wheels or overfiowing duftel bags, clutching their worn
teddy bears to their chests, try-
ing desperately to catch their
trains on time. Elevators that
were once basically empty sud-
denly fill with groups of girls all
matle up for what appears to be
a really long and wild night on
the town, or at least what will
pass for that on campus.

The hallway of the dorms
become eerily silent, except for
the occasional hum of the
washing machines or the dry-
ers, until everyone who
remained returns in the wse
hours of the morning or later in
the afternoon and then leaves
again at nightfall.

But then, suddenly, Sunday
comes and the weekend is over
and another rush begins, but
this time the girls are coming
back and then only frantically
racing to the library. The sight
is familiar and always raises the
same question: Where are
these Barnard girls going on
the weekends?

According to most students,
the majority of those who leave

many students go home for the weekend

from Brooklyn and I also have family in Queens, so when [
leave on the woekends P'm usually going to see relatives.” she
said. “I try to make il home at least every iwo weeks and
would like to go back more, but 'm a dancer so I have lots of
classes to go to on the weekends”.

“But | think it's just a relief to go back home—especially
after the attacks,” she contin-
ued. “I really feel lucky that I
! can go back and forth between
4 my dorm and my home, that |
! have these two places in times
R of crises. And besides, you get
“® treated a lot better by your
family when you haven't been
home in a while.”

On the other hand, students
who don’t go home don't exact-
| ly stay in on the weekends.
ol Sophomore Joya Banerjee usu-
ally goes out around the city.
“I'm from Boston, but I have
only been home twice,” she
said. “Even though it's sort of
nice te get back to nature, there
isn't much to do club or bar-
wise. Mostly you just end up
visiting family and having par-
ties with friends. Since ['ve
been here, I'll end up gdoing
downtown to the East Village
and Alphabet City. There are
lots of cool bars and restau-
rants down there we go to,” she
continued. “But I'm also a
transfer student so 1 don't live
on campus, and if there are

Hanna Tullis

on the weekends are usually
going home and not going far—students who go home often
on the weekends are often from a neighboring borough or
from the Tri-State area. First year Nicole Falack is one of
them. “I'm Jewish and F'm from Brooklyn so 1 go home every
Friday night and come back Saturday. That leaves Thursday
night and Saturday night as times 1 can go out around here
and when 1 do, | usually go to Nacho Mama's or the West
End,” Falack said. “Every once in a while. I'll stay here the
entire weckend and it's really fun and relaxing.” she contin-
ued. “But ] like going back home and seeing my family and my
friends, and [ still feel really close to my family life.”

“I'm here six days a week and [ like it,” she added. "]
wouldn’t be happy i 1 had just commuied That's why college
is here—it’s about the life and more.”

First year Aliesha Bryan also goes home frequently. "I'm

12

campus activities and stuff to
do there on the weekends, | don't really know about it. It’s
really hard to meet people so the people | end up going out
with are all transfers.”

Senior Stacey Weimart also goes out on the weekends but
usually stay close to campus. “I'm from Georgia, so [ stay
around here,” Weimart said. “On the weekends, my room-
mates and I will stay in for the day and always talk about
going downtown. but we're lazy so we end up around here.
And it we do go downtown, we end up doing the same things
we would do here except we see different people.”

“ usually go to this really good independent film center
on 63rd and Broadway, and my friend likes to go to this
underground comedy club around here,” she added.

Other students who leave campus on the weekend can be
found visiting their sigmhcant others. such as sophomore




@]Ef‘“ﬁ'@]y on the weekends

Christy Brewster. T live in lersev and | go home almost  in the city and then having to go back.”
[every| two or three weeks, but [ do that so I can pick up my *On the weekends | usually stay w3 or siudy o1 hil the jezz
car and drive to Providence so [ can visit my boyiriend at clubs,” she continued. “The one that's most convenierit is

Brown,” she said. “But

Smoke on 106th Street. But

when I'm here, I'll hang out The hCl”WG)/ O{: {-he dorm S [ find [ actually go out more

with my roommates and

on the weekdays than on

we'll go to bars like the become eerily Silenl-’ excepi- for l-he the weekends. | find that

Heights or the What Bar, or

half of the people on the

go to a dinner and a OCCCISiOf'IGI hum OF the Woshing Hoor stay during the week-

movie-which is my favorite

ends and the other half go

thing to do.” she said. chhines or the dryers home,” she added. “The

Some students manage
to do a mixture of both

half who leave usually do
sa because they live close

going home and going out on the weekends, like first year or do so for religious purposes. But the half who stays usu-
Emily Roye, “l live in a suburb of New York City, but L have ally find something to do.”

only gone home four times and most of the time [ didn’t even

spend the night,” Roye said, “It's so boring there. When | was

in high school | would come into to the city all the time so 1 Tiffaney Mummey is a Barnard first year and bulletin staff

feel like | know it really well, and it’s hard now actually living  writer,

SPRING BREAK
2002

Cancun, Jamaica,
Barbados, Bahamas,
Acapulco,
Padre and Florida.

FREE MEALS for
limited time!!
FREE Parties, drinks
and exclusive events!
Organize group.
Travel FREE!

Visit www.SUN-
SPLASHTOURS.com
Call 1-800-426-7710

Second Annual Liberty
Program Raffle
To Benefit the Liberty
Scholarship Fund

Over 20 prizes to be won...

AIWA Portable CD Player, SONY
Discman, Gift Certificates to
Neighboring Stores & lots more

The raffle will benefit the high school seniors who attend
the Liberty Program at Barnard. Last year we raised over
$2,000 and this year, with your help, we hope to raise
$3,000. The drawing will be held on December 13 at the
Liberty Program Holiday Banquet.

Come by the Liberty Program Office, room 5
Milbank to purchase your tickets between 10 AM
and 6:00 PM. (We can be reached at 854-7520.)
One dollar for each raffle or buy six raffles for $5.
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by Liliana Sequra

Let’s begin with a quiz.
The term "Hogwarts” refers to-

a) an obscure card game played in
Wales.

b) sufficient cause to see a dermatolo-
gist.

¢) a London school of Witchcraft and
Wizardry attended by boy sorcerer
Harry Potter and friends.

(Note: If you answered a or b you have
been living in a cave.)

One would be hard pressed to find
an individual who does not know some-
thing, anything, about Harry Potter.
The subject and preadoiescent hero of
the best-selling book series by British
writer JK. Rowling, Harry Potter and
his enchanted adventures first took the
literary world by storm in Britain in
1997, sweeping readers and critics in a
gust of wizardry, magic and adventure,

and eventually landing them here, less
than three weeks after the much antici-
pated opening of Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone, the first film adapta-
tion of the hugely popular book series.
Ta call it a big event would be an under-
statement. The movie made an esti-
mated $90.3 million in its first three
days alone, easily breaking the record
previously set by The Lost World Juras-
sic Park four years ago.

While the Harry Potter craze that
has swept the prepubescent readership
world is by now yesterday’s news, peo-
ple may not be as aware of a newer, per-
haps more fascinating phenomenon:
one that has been developing right
alongside this collective rediscovery of
reading-for-pleasure.  While  kids
between the ages of ten and thirteen
certainly remain avid Harry Potter
readers, copies of the books are just as
likely to be found on the nightstands of
older brothers, sisters—even parents,
everywhere. Twenty, thirty, forty year
olds are, with increasing voracious-
ness—and visibility—devouring the

novels, page by magic-laden page, and
becoming as enthusiastic and devoted
to them as their decade-younger coun-
terparts. When was the last time the
hahysitter read the same book as the
kids? It is a good question. But perhaps
even more expressive of the hysteria
surrounding the world of Harry Potter
fandom is the question so eloguently
posed by Time Magazine in a 1399
cover story. “What on earth is going on
here?”

Jaime Wesker, a Barnard sophomore
would answer with a basic question of
her own. “When was the last time you
read a really good story?” she asks.
indeed, the desire for captivating narra-
tives and memorable characters knows
no age restrictions. Everyone likes a
good book, and everyone likes to have
a world to get lost in. “It’s just such an
escape” Wesker says, somewhat dream-
ily. Like scores of other Harry Potter
reading adults, Wesker found herself
engrossed in the series last summer
after swiping a copy of Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’s Stone {rcm her younger
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brother’s hookshelf. “I didn't want to
read it at first,” she admits. “But then
you get info it.”

“Into it” is exactly what tons of peo-
ple are when it comes to Harry Fotter
fan cuiture, and nowhere is this more
visible than on the traditional forum for
fanaticism, the Internet, where count-
less webpages are devoted to the hoy
and his broom (he currently rides the
“Nimbus 2000.”) What's more, a vast
number of the sites seem to be created
by and for people of driver’s license age
or older. Take the Harry Potter for
Grownups discussion list at Yahoo
Groups. Boasting some 2,500 members
across the world, being a part of the
group can mean receiving over 100
messages a day (that is if you decide to
read posts over email as opposed to
online.) Members are expectedly zeal-
ous, and discussion is lively, if some-
what serious {Harry Potter hooks are
referred to as “the canon.”)

“It's an amazing fandom,” says Ash-
ley Kelly, a Barnard sophomore and an
active member of the New York branch
of Harry Potter for Grownups (HP4GU
for shortj. She has spent much of her
time “doing Potter stuff” since she
arrived in the city, her own Potter
fanaticism beginning on her flight into
New York for her first year at Barnard.
Finding herself with nothing to read,
she bought a copy of Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’s Stone and by the end of
the flight she was hooked. “My first few
weeks at Barnard were spent toting
around Harry Potter books™ Keliy
recalls. Reading (and then rereading)
all four books between orientation and
the first weeks of class, she then moved

puts a spell on adults of all ages

onto the audio versions unti}, at a loss
for a place to channel her growing
Harry Potter fervor, she eventually
found her niche among the world of
adult Harry Fotter fan culture. “l found
that there are thousands of crazed Pot-
terites just like me—and all over the
age of fifteen.” Harry Potter for
Grownups has branches in Florida, Cal-
ifornia and Texas, as well as in Brilain
and Germany.

But one need not delve into the
underworld of Inlern~t fandom to
observe the adult following cf Harry

' - % ‘\
Harry Potte

zourtesy of www magichogwarts com

and his cohorfs spelbind the nation

sides, arguing for and against Harry
Potter’s right to sit alongside Danielle
Steel. If this Mlurring of the line between
books for children and books for aduits
has prompted smiles and head shaking
on the part of booksellers and buyers,
others are not amused. For ail the
adults who praise the books for inspir-
ing readership in their children, or who
are enamored with the books them-
selves, there are those who, for one
reason or another, love to hate the
books, and would shed no tears if evil
VYoldemort were to put an end to
Harry—and his
followers—once
and for all.

One such
group consists of
members of the
religious  right
who have lam-
basted the
books, accusing
them of promot-
ing witchcraft,
Writing to
schoolboards
and speaking out
in churches,
such religious
vigilantes deem
Rowling’s super-
natural  narra-
tives the work of
the Devil, and
have cited the
books” rampant

Potter. it is enough to glance at the New
York Times Bestsellers List where Rowl-
ing’s monopoly over the top slots has
resulted in embittered protests on both

popularity as evidence of their satanic
power. But a more common (and per-
haps less hizarre) attitude exists
among those for <<page 23>>
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‘artspicks’

for the week of december 5

-

an )

“One Planet Under a
Groove: Hip Hop aiid
Contemporary Art”

This exhibit checks out the influ-
ence of hip-hop culture on vis-
cual art and finds evidence in
the works of Jean-Michel
Basquiat, Keith Haring, and oth-
ers

Bronx Museum of the Arts,
(718) 481-6000, through
March 3

“Glass of the Avante-
Garde: From Vienna
Secession to Bahaus”

Turn of the century and one of
a kind designs on loan from
Spain are or view in this exhib-
tion, which features Art
Nouveau, Bahaus, and mofe
Cooper-Hewitt, National Design
Museum, (212) 849-8300,
through February 24.

- dance *
: . =
e

.

The Radio City Christmas
Spectacular

The Rocketts are high kicking
through numbers titted “The
Parade of the Wooden Soldrers
and The Living Nativity” this
year. Also, enjoy the 3-D sleigh
ride and video montage in this
Christmas Spectacular.

Radio City Music Hall, (212)
2474777

Harry’s long awacited film debut:

Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone

By Yoogin Yang

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone, the first in a series of seven
books written by J.K. Rowling, finally
made it to theaters all over the country
on Friday, November 16, produced by
media miant AOL Time Warner.

Being a huge Harry Potter fan, I
entered the theater with high expecta-
tions, wondering how Warner Bros.
would interpret the beloved boy wizard
My greatest fear was that watching the

courtesy of Watrner Brothers

e BECEN

movie would ruin the remaining three
hooks, which are yet to be released in
the Harry Potter sequence. Apparently
that was a concern for the moviemakers
at WB as well, because the movie
remained surpnsingly faithful to the
original book From Harry's obnoxious-
iy spoiled cousin Dudley, to platform 9
3/4 of the Hogwart’s Express (the tram
that takes the young wizards and witch-
es to Hogwartis School of Witchcraft
and Wizardry), to the tape that held
Harry's glasses together, it is all there in
the two and a half hour
mavie.  Although the
f movie stays remark-
PR by true to the book,

d much of the detail that
| gives Harry Potter its
| enchanting and addic-
tive charm was lost.
There is an chvious
attempt to try and
pack in as many
events from the book
as possible, which left
the movie a bit choppy
and underdeveloped
at times. However, the
movie definitely did
not leave me disap-
pointed. lt provided
me with the much-
needed dose of Harry
Potter during my anx-
fous wait for the fifth
} book of the series to
be released. But it is
by no means a substi-
tute to the original. My
advice—read the book
before you go watch
the movie.

Yoogin Yang is o
Barnord ymor and
bulletin art director
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shrines at central park west:
the natural history museum'’s exhibit on

Hindu D

By Annarose Fitzgerald

The American Museum of Natural
History's latest exhibition. Meeting God
Elements of Hindu Devotion, is an incredi-
ble survey of worship and Hindu spiritu-
ality. The exhibition features pho-
tographs of guecst curator Stephen P.

The exhibition features
photographs of guest cura-
tor Stephen P. Huyler, which
portray a vivid and intimate
depiction of community
festivals and daily ritu-
als enacted by Hindu
devotees throughout

India.

Huyler, which portray a vivid and [es
intimate depiction of community
festivals and daily rituals enacted g
by Hindu devotees throughout W&
India. Other major features of the |
exhibition include a recreation of
one of the many sacred trees used
as a devotional site, as well as a
series of wooden shrines used in
the household worship of a single :
ged or goddess. A fifteen-minute
film describes the actions and [
emotions that characterize puja,
daily worship in the Hindu religion.
Although Hindus believe in a
single Absolute Divine, this main §#
deity is said to take three forms, j
each of which represent some spe-
cific aspect of the Absolute Divine,
Brahama 18 the Creator, Vishnu the

Preserver and Shiva the Destroyer.
Hindus also worship forms of the

Invoca

evotion

Great Goddess, known as Parvati or Devi.
In daily worship as well as in annual fes-
tivals, Hindus tend to focus on a specific
deity, or will even focus on a particular
form of the major god or goddess. For
example, Hindus often dedicate house-
hold shrines to Ganesha, the elephant
headed son of Parvati and Shiva. Since
(Ganesha is revered as the remover of all
obstacles and hindrances, a person who
15 about to begdin a new project or set out
on a journey will first pray to him. Lak-
shmi, a form of the Goddess associated
with Abundance and Prosperity, is
believed to bring materia: wealth.
Images of Lakshmi are commonly found
on detailed, colorful <<page 30>>

courtesey of the Amencan Museum of Netural Hiistory
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Hon ceremony for the goddess Chandi

artspicks’

.. .continved

Ballet Hispanico

The firleen member froup
begins yet another yearly sea-
son at the Joyce Theater, featur-
ing Bésame, Ritmo y Ruido, and
Club Havano. Joyce Theater,
(212) 242 - 0800.

g film
Spy Game s

Enemy of the State's Tony Scof
directs Robert Redford and Brad
Pitt as fallen out CIA buddies
who make up when the weath-
ered Nathan Muir (Rdeford)
saves Tom Bishop (Pitt) from bru-
tal punishment in @ Chinese
prison Also includes Vietnam
and Beruit flashbacks and siars
Catherine McCormack as the
relief worker girlfriend

L

Amélie

The story of a dogooder
traipesing through a whimsical
Paris, with love and possibility
at every turn, Cute and bold
antics are pulled off by the
childlike title character.

POEtry [ " thectérj

BAM presents the works of
Edgar Allen Poe in this dreary,
musicabmelodrama. Directed by
Robert Wilson Score by Lou
Reed BAM Howard Gilman
Operc House, {718) 636 -
4100, November 27 -
December 8
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shake, shake, shake your

By Renata Bysirintsky

if you are one of those people who is
tired of all the Shakespeare Engiish
classes you probably wallow in, you will
absolutely love The Complete Works of
Wilitam Shakespeare (Abrudged) now
playing off-Broadway at the Century
Theater for the Performing Arts. If, how-
ever, you are actually one of those Eng-
lish majors who willingly goes o a nine
o'clock class for a lecture on the Bard
{or even if you've ever read some of his
work), you might well love the show
even more — you will understand all the
references. Really, though, no matter
what your Shakespeare background is,
chances are you'll be laughing right
along with the rest of the audience in
the spacious theater by the time Jeremy
Shamos, one of the three cast members,
asks everyone to “please refrain from
eating, drinking, or smoking... anything.”

In 99 minutes, the time-honored
work of (arguably) history's greatest
playwright (who, according 1o the play-
bill, was born in Brooklyn) is pulled
down to the level of plebeians, dressed
w flamboyant drag and made to do the
hula for an audience comprised largely
of college students, but including per-
sons of all ages. And all this, as director
Jeremy Dobrish insists, is done by “writ-
ers [who] have a great love of Shake-
speare.”

Jeremy Shamos (as Jeremy), Peter
Ackerman (as Peter) and David Turner
{as... surprise! David) star... if cach and
every cast member can be said to be the
star. For these three young men, none of
whom are over 35, play every character
William Shakespeare has ever written
And. yes. 1t involves a ot of
costume/prop  changes  Costume
designer Markas Henry says, “The back-
stage choreography 1s very tight. We
had to spend quite a bit of time on it
All three have extensive experience
performing real Shakespeare, and all of
the production’s cast and crew have
the ufmost respect and admration for
the Bard (According to the show s offi-

cial website, Bard is a name resulting
frenn Wil being baired fom many
establishments.) In fact, in a poignant
moment during the show, Ackerman
proclaims to all and sundry “I love my
Willic,” Nonetheless, this doesn’t pre-
vent anyone from riffing the hell out of
the Great Man’s Works.

And, oh, how well they do it. First,
they are “proud to prevent” Romeo &
Jultet. Imagine the famous thumb-biting
dialogue acted out a la the old Kung Fu
films - complete with slow-motion fight
moves and lip-synched msults. Then
imagine Romeo begging his lady “Call
me but love!” and Juliet (cunningly
playved by David as a blond and
buxom brat) calling her para-
mour, affectionately, “Butt-
love.” Then, imagine the
final scene, Romeo kneel-
ing between his lady's
knees to take the apothe-
cary’s
drugs,
only to
have
the
lady in
guestion
start  up,
and
shriek
“OW!I"—
apparently,
Romeo
kneeled a wee
bit too

L I g

close to
his, er
lady’s
crotch
Bloody as
ever, Titus Androgy-
nous is acted out as a
cooking show, starring
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the bleeding Titus and his mutilated,
tongueless aaughrer, as they show us
how to make such timeless delicacies as
“human face pie” and “ladies’ fingers.”
Othelio is a ninety-second rap that man-
ages brilliantly to include a full plot
summary and analysis. Shakespeare’s
“Scottish play”, the name of which
should never be uttered in a theatte
(Macbeth. . . HAD, is portrayed as a few
scenes in fog and forest and a few lines
spoken with a Scottish accent so thick
as to be utterly unintelhgible (but hilari-
ous nonetheless).

Julius Caesar is a stab-
ot hing orgy with collapsi-
ble knives.

(Frankly,
the audience’s
delight at this worried

me ) Aritony and Cleopafra was repre-




Shakespeare

sented with David running about wear-
ing a Cleopatra wig, cariyig a rubber
snake and pretending to vomit on the
front rows. (He did this several times.)

Not every play got individual treat-
ment, of course. For instance, Shake-
speare’s comedies were condensed into
Love Boat Goes To Verona, a story told
by all three actors, illustrated on an
overhead projectile and somehow incor-
porating all the elements of Shake-
speare's comedies. Well, as the players
said, “His tragedies are, frankly, much
funnier.” The history plays were per-
formed as a football game, with the
passing of the crown from monarch to
monarch, Peter providing lively sports
commentary in this game of the SFL
{(Shakespearean Football League). Core-
iofanus was skipped altogether. They just
ididn’t “like the ‘anus’ part.”

After the sonnets, compressed and
printed on one small card, are shown to
the audience, Humlet is presented. And
now Peter, as the Prince of Denmark, is
dressed as the artist formerly known as
Prince of Denmark — complete with the
tattoo on his cheek. He gives Horatio the

old school handhake, then tells him to
“piss off ” The play-wiithin-a-piay
sequence is sock puppet theatre with a
pornographic soundtrack (and motif).
The audience gets involved during
Ophelia’s “mad” scene — a womarn is
randomly pulled on to the stage, and the
audience is broken up into three groups
— the Id, the Ego, and the Biological
Clock. After a few minutes of the audi-
ence led in a three-part chant by the
cast members, the woman is instructed
to shriek. Yes, the pandemonium is
delightful. And finally, after the stade is
littered with bodies (and after Ophelia,
played by David, “drowns” in a paper
cup of water), Hamlet is played again,
this time in only two minutes. And then
again, in 30 seconds. And finally, in
reverse. {Oplielia drowns in reverse...
I'm glad | will not die without having
seen this.)

In this show, funny and utterly irrev-
erent though it is, it is impossible to
miss the sheer, massive talent of the
writers responsible for its creation. The
show was created in the late 1980s by a
couple of guys in California; the script,

liberally peppered with pop-culture ref-
ercnces, s updated or each production.

“Theater gives us an opportunity to
work very collaboratively,” says Jeremy
Dobrish, who has worked as a writer
and is also the cofounder and artistic
director of the Adobe Theater Company.
All the members of the cast and crew
are deeply involved in all aspects of the
production.

“There are so many places where |
just can’'t remember whose idea it real-
ly was,” says David Turner. “it was just
OUR 1dea”

Well, 1 don’t know whose idea it was,
but [ like it. Tickets are on the steep side
— %59 a seat However, reduced rates for
groups are available: English classes are
encouraged to attend showings. And,
honestly, the experience is worth it. At
the very least, yo'll be able to say you
are familiar with The Complete Works of
William Shakespeare. (And won't THAT
impress Professor Platt])

Renata Bystntsky is a Barnard junior and
bulletin commentary editor.
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Nassau/ Parad:se

S Cuncun and Jamdica

- from $459.

Make Your Own Hours
Sell Spring Break 2002 Trips

HIGHEST COMMISSIONS—
LOWEST PRICES
NO COST TO YOU

Aif, Hotel Transfers, Parties and
| Morel
Orgamse smail groups - earn
Free frips plus commissions!

Call 1-800-GET-SUN-1

Travel FREE including food, drink,
and non-stop parties!!!

WORLD CLASS VACATIONS

1-800-222-4432
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Fun Lovin’ Criminals
At Bowery Balioom

(6 Delancey)
For tickets, call 5332111

Ever wonder what happened to this
downtown tric since therr release of
“Scooby Snacks” o few years back?
Apparently they're still alive and
kicking, and are still sporfing the
Beostie Boys inspired funk rock
sound. Don't wait for their next
album, catch them live at the
Bowery

At CBGB
{315 Bowery @ Bleecker)
For tickets, call 982-4052

Local H's first relecse in three and a
half years, Here Comes the Zoo,
won't be coming unhl February.
Can't waite Their powertul live per-
formances feature angst driven
sound fo full effect, and will keep
you “Copucetic *

Francine

At Arlene Grocery

(?5 Stanfon)

For tickets, call 358-1633

Boston poprockers Francine's much
anficipated release Forty on a Falf
Day highlights the band’s Beailes-
asque leanings and Pavement inspi-
ratien. First gaining nohce for their
song “Pop Warner,” an ode to the
Pixres” Kim Dedl, Francing 1s a
band te be waiched

.
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michael jackson’s wild ride:

By Shelley Gozes

Mirhael Jockson, The name is knowr
woridwide, evoking differeni unages for
different people. Some remember him as a
cute little kid from the 70s, The
Gioved One, or The King
of Pop. Some pecple
mey think of an
amazing musi-
cal career,
but
chances
are, most
people’s M
thoughts 4
turn to a [
lite filled
with
bizarre
events.
Believe it or &
not, Michael
Jackson has been
in the public eye for
thirty yecars, and during
those years, some truly bizarre
things have taken place in his life.

Michael Jackson was not always so
strange — just take one look at him during
the Jackson 5 days. Back then, he was just
a cute little kid. Furthermore, he was a

be small enough. If for some reason you
do not think his nose has changed, just
look at a photo from thirty years ago and
compaic it with a carrent photo. § assure
you, noses do not shrink naturally.

One thing, however, that | must admit
is that Michael Jack-
son is a good
dancer. ['ve
tried moon-
walking, as I'm
sure many oth-
ers have, and
have found that it’s
¥\ not easy. One of
Michael's signature
“dance  moves”
3 bothers me,
though. What's up
with the crotch grab-
bing? It seems very
unnecessary to me, As
ar as | can tell, crotch
grabbing does not do any-
thing to greatly further the

plots in Jackson's videos. It is a
compietely superfluous move and really
uncomfortable Lo watch. After all, Jackson
is not exactly what we would consider a
sex symbol {and if he is for anyone, feel
iree to continue with your fantasy).

Jackson's personal troubles are not all

cute little kid who could actually per- I as trivial as his dancing
form. Of all the group’s members, . and facial structures.
Michael was certainly the one believe He opened his Nev-

in the spotlight. Face it, who
really knew all that much
about Tito or Jermaine? If
you're asking, “Which ones
are they?” that's exactly my
point. Perhaps it was all this
attention at such an early age
that led to Jackson's later, shall
we say, difficulties,

[ believe there may be some connec-
tion between Jackson's problems and his
nose. Granted. this may sound a bit
absurd, but stick with me. it seems like the
smaller it gdets, the stranger he gets. Why
he has felt compelled to make his nose
almost nonexistent is bevond me. After
all, anose1s nothung to be ashamed of For
Jackson. though it seems that it just can't

there may be
some connection
between Jackson’s
problems and
his nose....

erland Ranch to
many children,
perhaps to give
them the joy he
claims he never
had as a child.
This should have
been a good idea. In
1993, however, a child
accused Jackson of sexually abus-

ing him. I can sbli remember Jackson
appearing live on television, at the Never-
land Ranch, explaining how the authori-
ties searched his home and took photos of
him [ think it is fair to say that no one
knew what to think. No official charges.
however. were ever brought against Jack-
som and the matter was settled with the




king of pop or just a flop?

child’s family. In late 1993, perhaps out of
shame of the incident, Jackson left the US
and essentially disappeared from the pub-
lic eye, bul not peiore publicy announc-
ing an addiction to pain killers. In tight of
these scandalous events, Peps) decided to
drop its affiliation with Jackson.

After this whirlwind, Jackson laid low
for quite some time, until he resur-
faced in May 1994, His name
appeared in the news
again, as the world wit-
nessed one of the
strangest pairings in
history. The marriage
of Michael Jackson and
Lisa Marie Presley made
headlines and caused jaws
to drop everywhere. 'm sure
everyone cringed when they witnessed
that infamous kiss on the MTV Video
Music Awards in 1995. Yeah, Lisa Marie
looked like she was really into that kiss.
Despite this public display of affection,
the marriage ended in January 1996.
(lasps were heard around
the globe... well, not
really.

Apparently,
Jackson had not yet
had his fill of wed-
ded bliss. Ten
months after his
divorce  from
Presley he mai-
ried Debbie
Rowe, a nurse.
This unpion, in
SOme way, pro-
duced two chil-

dren, both of whom
are named after Jack- .
son. The first child,

Prince Michael Jackson Jr. was .y
born in 1997. The pitter patter of little

feet was heard again in 1998 when a girl,
Paris Michael Katherine Jackson, was
born. Alas, this marriage was not ineant to
be To the great surprise of the world,
Jackson and Rowe divorced in 1999
Gasps were once agan heard across the
world well, OK, not really Smce then.
there has been little mention of her or of

far as | can tell,

crotch grabbing does
not do anything to
greatly further the
plots in Jackson’s

videos.

Jackson’s children in the news In fact, for
some time, not much was in the news
about Jackson himself It seemed as
tnough he was finally finished and had
settled into a dandy life at the Neverland
Ranch
Jackson has now told the world that
he is not yet finished. The video for “You
A S Rock My World,” the first
single off his new
album fnmcible.
began airing in
September.
The song 1s
very  pop,
with an
N*SYNC- type
beat The video,
howcver, is jusi
hizarre Jackson hides his
face under a hat throughout the wideo
What can be glimpsed of him is not too
pretty- it appears that Jackson's nose has
completely disappeared. Out of nowhere,
Chris Tucker appears dancing and singing
along to the song The video keeps show-
mg the profile of a large, older
man, who seems to be
quite familiar Fmally,
4 the man turns to the
camera and it is
none other than
{ the one and only
4 Marlon Brando

That’s  right,
l Marlon Brando.
The video

shows the meet-
ing of two fallen
American {cons-
men who used to be
revered and now are
considered to be, well,
weird The wvideo ends with
Jackson kissing a scantily clad
woman, which is yust very unbelievable
In terms of dancing, this video certamnly
doesn’t have what previous videos had
Then again, Mr. Jackson is a whopping
forty-three years old now
Despite all the controversy and the
strangeness surroundmng him, Michael
Jackson remains very <<page 20
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.. .confinued

| december 9 |

Nikka Costa with Miranda Lee
Richards

At lrving Plaza {17 Irving Pl )
For tickats, call 7776800

These two nsing stars give us hope
that there are alternahives to Britney's
sugar pop Costa’s funky sound and

Richard’s soulful melodies are
dynemic, ifectious, and above all,
real

[
&

 december 1
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Starsailor

At Bowery Ballroom

(6 Delancey)

For nckets, coll 533-2111

Briish bond Starsculor 15 poised fo
take over where Coldplay left off
Their upcoming debut album Love s
Here finds these boys swooning and
sighing fike the Verve, only without
Richard Ashcroft's pretension Catch
them before MTV exploits and
destroys thewr pure sound

RERCE o

Lynyrd Skynyrd

At Beacon Theater
(2124 Broadway)
For tickets, call 4967070

Sweet Home Alabama! Southern
rockers lynyrd Skynyrd are back,
jumping on the bandwagon of
bands touring past therr prime {Bob
Dylan and Aerosmith, anyone?} If
you [or your parents) haven't seen
them vyet, now is the ime

N Y,
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tenacious D
“want you to

them live!

- Tenacious D Tencious 7 {Epic).

Warning: if von dan’t want te cream in

vour jeans. theh don't buy this album. .
1YMOous

Tehacions s fony-awaited ¢
first effort is exac
he—a kick-as:

Mu'qhip perfect imward harnony, an‘rithé '
: spinoff or. |
soundtrack to ’rhen rilliant HB() sketch -

3 _l«mhum in us all. Basically a

SOMEe uel,l km.mn f]l{:‘]]d; { Da\t_
Page MeCounell. and The Dust Brothers).
Admittedly, 1 found most tracks some-
what over]
want the open-mic acoustic sound. it's
besl to go directly to the source anyway
se unfamiliar with
Ce, VoLt had bette
- Super hits include ©
Team.” and the nonplussing §
I their own words: “The main hing we

—Chiris Marlin

roduced ab first, but it vou

Aereogramme- A Story tn White (Matador).

While it does not seem entirely feasible to call the post-rock outfit
Aercogramme (pronounced Aer-E-ogramme) “the next big thing” to
occur on Matador Records, as some critics have done in the past cou-
ple of months, these three Scots have succeeded in recording a full-
sounding debut album that will surely attract a variety of listeners
from the rock community. Aerogramme formed m 1998 when gui-
tarists Craig B and Campbeli McNeill were given an opportunity to
play their songs with their newly found drummer, Martin Scott. Since
then. they have released two 7s and an EP entitled Glam Cripple,
which was released on Matador Record’s European sister, Chemikal
Underground.

Paradoxically, it seems as if the best feature of A Story in White is
also its most problematic and unappealing: namely Aereogramme’s
ability to oscillate rapidly between styles and moods, to be volumi-
nous and aggressive one minute and soft and reflective the next. For
example, there are tracks on the LP, such as “The Question is Com-
plete,” “Post-Tour, Pre-Judgement,” “Zionist Timing,” or “Shouting for
Joey” that could potentially satisfy a hardcore fan base through their
bass-heavy jams and incoherent screaming. Yet, even listeners who
like things on the calmer side have plenty of “soft rock” to
§ indulge in on A Story in White, especially the whole second
half of the album. The keyboard melody that pushes itself
further into the forefront as the song progresses on
“Egypt,” or the violin/standing bass opener that eventually
leads into minimal guitar and slow drumming on “Hatred,”
makes for particularly subtle effects. These tracks, as well
as “A Meaningful Existence,” “Descending,” and “Will You
Stil Find Me?” combine emotive lyrics and lightly
strumined guitar followed by an occasional solo sequence.
The bothersome thing about this stylistic well-roundedness
is that Aereogramme chooses either extreme for each new
track, yet they barely manage to create a song that fuses
R both styles into something more intricate and original, as
other major post-rock bands, such as June of 44 or Mogwai,
do beautifully. While “Post-Tour, Pre-Judgement” comes
close, with oecastonal explosions of keyboard scales and
angry drums, hearing thys song hive revealed the pre-
dictability of these louder sequences <<page 30:»::)J
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by Isa Loundon
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The bulletin went to press over two months ago with a spe-
cial issue recounting the experiences of students after the Sep-
tember 11 Seth Castleman is a teacher, storyteller, and writer
who volunteered as a crisis counselor and ground-zero work-
er for a month after the attacks. { interviewed him, intensely
curious as to how he came out whole from such a fragmenting
trauma,

How did you get involved?

When I turned on the TV on September 11, [ realized that |
had driven home the night before and | had almost no gas or
money. [ had just given my last doliar to a guy on the street.
The attacks on the WTC

S

lot of sweatshirts, workboots, respirators, medicines, hot
food, coffee, cigarettes (there were never enough). lce was def-
initely a big problem.

Other volunteers were Christian Scientists in thier teens,
who were mostly girls. They all had yellow shirts with black
stripes, and we called them bumblebees, but most of the vol-
unteers were in their 20s-30s.

I think that there was always, for everybody, mixed moti-
vation about volunteering. There was some amount of “l want
to make a difference”...it’s a human thing. You just have to look
at the motivation and purify it.

How have you dealt with your experience as a volunteer?

I had an experience early on, maybe on day three, when |

had been working for three
ceurtesy of Sumi Loundon

could have been just the
beginning. I thought the gas
stations might close...] was
going to be fucked We were
going to go to war.

[ grtabbed my wallet and
keys and got a thousand
dollars off my credit card
and fifled up on gas. I had
taken care of myself. 1
thought, now what can I do |
to help? | called friends to
see if they needed to be |
evacuated, but they were |
ckay. I'm a trained crisis
counselor, but everyone
was trying to do their own
thing, so when [ heard they

Seth Castleman speaks about his experience volunteering

days straight and was complet-
ly exhausted. I turned over my
crews to a lieutenant and went
and sat down at Stuyvesant.
Within minutes I had fallen
| asleep, but my phone rang. I
said, “Hello,” and they said,
“We've got firemen in crisis.
Can you come down and do
counseling?” | said okay, half
awake, but | couldn’t even
press the buttons on the cell
phone, | was so weak. But with-
in three steps [ was so awake
and charged and [ stopped for
B aininute... I was so struck that
[ was as sharp as I could imag-
ine... I must have been affect-

had set up a triage unit at
Chelsea Piers, I went. We didn't see anyone that first mght, but
families started trickling 1n and pretty soon [ was running the
triage unit. When things slowed down [ handed 1t over and
went to Ground-Zero.

What was 1t ke at Ground Zero? What other kinds of volun-
teers did you work with?

People were working around the clock while new volun-
teers were being turned away when they came down, but here
we were doing all the work. We were so short staffed. We never
had enough people. We had to get ail our own stuff, doing
things like finegaling for ice (we needed 1ce for soda to keep
drinks cold) and there never was enough We went through a
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| found it difficult when [ was home for six or twelve hours.
I didn’t want to be alone. Even since then, there are ways even
now, 'm not as grounded.

As you gain distance from your experience at ground zero,
what are your reflections?

1 think that when faced with death, life becomes either
deeply beautiful or deeply futile. It is interesting to see where
we go when the bombs have fallen...to triage units...io our
churches...to our families,

Isex Loundon 15 @ Barnard sophomore and bulletin managing edi
for
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by Talya Cooper

At some point in your Barnard
career—whether it started thrce
months or three years ago—you have
bitched about the price of a movie
ticket in New York. You have paid
more for a soda at, say, the Sony Lin-
coln Square, than most people pay for
a meal; you have even noted that tick-
ets for art movies at small theaters
like, say, the Film Forum, stretch to the
$8 range. But before you run off to
Kim’s, let me suggest an alternative for
those of you who would rather not
watch movies on the screen of your
laptop.

Cinema Classics (332 E 11th 5t
between [st and 2nd Ave.) is the kind
of movie theater | envision when I
think of the Village. The front room is a
café, complete with attractive-looking
{and affordable) pastries and popcorn
and cozy-looking tables. You fork over
your $5.50—yes, $5.50—for a ticket at
the counter, and get a little slip of
paper in exchange. There are about 70
seats in the screening room, a mixture
of slightly uncomfortable chairs and
rows of seats that look like they've
been salvaged from an old theater. The
projector rattles, the walls are bare
brick, and they play loud indie-rock, a
welcome change from the usual
LeeAnn Rimes songs and Pepsi ads,
hefore the movie starts.

True, you cannot see Harry Fotter
and the Sorcerer’s Stone at Cinema
Classics. You can, however, get a
chance to view some of the Silver
Screen’s greatest hits, ranging from the
1930s James Cagney gangsier ilick
Angels With Dirty Faces to Raging Bull
one of my own favorites, 1988’s lyrical
Wings Of Desire. Some nights, the the-
ater hosts live music after or, for silent
movies, during, the film: it has also
been known to do the Wizard of Oz
Dark Side of the Moon thing, if you're

classic

one of those type of people. Other
unique events hosted in recent months
include a screening of the bizarre
silent classic The Cabinet of Dr. Caii-
garr accompanied by Radiohead songs
and, in honor of Halloween last month,
a live take on Mystery Science Theater
with comedians providing their com-
mentary on a cheesy old horror movie.
Cinema Classics also houses one of the
best selections of videos and DVDs for
sale in the city,

The night 1 went, 1 saw Stanley
Kubrick's 1962 adaptation of Lolita. 1
had never seen the movie before and,
although I have decidedly mixed feel-
ings about Stanley Kubrick, I liked it
very much. The theater either uses old
reels or an old projector (or both); the
picture flickered and jiggled through-
out the film's two or so hours, espe-
cially—for whatever reason—during
climactic moments. The sound tended
to fluetuate in volume and was occa-
sionally a bit garbled. Somehow,
though, the shaky images and the
smell of cigarette smoke drifting in
from the other room just added to the
general atmosphere of coolness, in the
50s beatnik sense of the word.

Most of the movies Cinema Classics
shows are, admittedly, rent-able. But
there's just something so New York
and so fun about walking out to First
Avenue, sitting down in a tiny screen-
ing room and watching the MGM lion,
in glorious black and white, roaring on
a l4-foot screen. Also, a ticket plus
subway is $8.50, approximately the
cost of a small popcorn at Loew's.
Even if you don't like old movies, you
might be pleasantly surprised by a
gem you probably wouldn’t have both-
ered to rent. And if you're a film buff,
Cinema Classics is a little sample of
movie freak heaven.

Talya Cooper is a Barnard first year and
bulletinstaff writer
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confessions of a (sorority) sister

By Thea Togle

Well, it really looks like I'm going to
be revealing a little too much about
myself in this issue of the bulletin (refer
to the Green Day review in the last
issue if you don’t know what I'm talking
about!). But I figure, if | can admit one
dirty secret, I might as well get them all
out. So here goes...

I, Thea, your independent, fun lov-
ing, slightly neurotic music editor, am
in a sorority. Please keep the applause
and/or rotten tomatoes down for now—

jumping headfivst into a pre-defined
one. And though I did find a supportive
atmosphere during first year, 1 still did-
n't feel like I had found my niche...at
least not entirely. I was searching for
something more- a chance to become
more involved with the greater college
community irt both serlous and fun set-
tings. [ saw that sorority life did offer
both a social outlet, as well as an
emphasis on community service and
academic achievement. The girls I had
met who were already sisters seemed
very down to earth, friendly, and smart-

tn rushees. [ didn't have to be hooked
into joining my chapter. With these
girls, I felt like | could truly have con-
servations with them- there was no
small talk about my major, but of better
things, like common interests in music,
politics, and...hair dye. These girls
were all intelligent {everyone in the
Greek system goes to school here,
duhl), funny, and the complete oppo-
site of the ditzy sorority girl stereo-
type. While [ admit, we are a social
group, and debauchery and silliness
can occur on occasion, on the whole

there’s more. | am in a sorori-
ty, and I'm actually enjoying
myself, in ways besides the
stereotypical  bar-crawling
and boy-ogling “sorority life.”
I never thought that [ would
join one, and sometimes [ find
it hard to believe that [ ever
did. But when you look past
the myth, and into the reality
of the situation, it's not such
an incredible idea after all.

| saw that sorority
- did offer both a social

outlet, as well as an
emphasis on community

service and academic

achievement.

o you will not find a more seri-
Ilfe ous and studious group of
women.

Sororities do  things
besides drirk, you know! We
hold regular study nights,
because we all do hope to
graduate, and count among
ourselves future mechanical
engineers, docfors, and
politicians; we volunteer at
soup kitchens and partici-

I am not writing this to
advocate sororities— pledge period is
over, and [ realize that my personal
choice does not reflect everyone else's
opinions. | am not writing this to pro-
mote my chapter, either— 1 think that
my sisters are dynamic enough in their
own right not to warrant an added
boost. Perhaps this is my justification
to the world, and to myself, of why 1
decided to join one- I am tired of the
incredulous looks from current (and
some former) friends when | tell them [
am a sister.

Why did 1 do it? Perhaps you'd want
me to say it was because [ was a lonely
Barnard first year, desperate for friends
and attention from boys. Sorry, but |
won't say that. { joined this semester,
my sophomore vear, 1 already have
some really great friends here at
school, and I don't need a man, thank-
you-very-much. My choice to rush
sophomore year was a conscious one,
as it gave me time to settle into Barnard
and find my own cominunity before

and the fact that they were sisters
showed me that not everyone fits the
mold.

Deciding to rush was a scary idea
at first, but when I was in the process of
it, I realized there was nothing to be
frightened of. Among the crowd of ner-
vous girls, | was completely the oppo-
site— and I knew that this experience
would not make or break me. If | decid-
ed to join one of the four sororities,
that would be cool, if not- that would
be cool, too. I figured that if the girls
didn't like me, then it was no loss-
because only | could define my self
worth. It was this attitude that kept me
in rush, and the one that allowed me to
find my group of sisters.

Walking into the room designated
for my (future) chapter was like a
breath of fresh air. | recognized a few of
the girls from my classes and from
being oul. which made me more com-
fortable. And while [ realize that the

B

point of rush is to “sell” vour sorority
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pate in walk-a-thons and
dance-a-thons; and while we do have
parties and formais, the fun that comes
from community and hanging out with
friends is more important than the
number of drinks we can consume in
the shortest period of time.

Greek members are some of the
most active students on campus. They
write for the paper, participate in
sports, and head up committees. They
work at school- there is a minimum
GPA to maintain if one is to be an active
member in the sorority. Aud anyone
who is involved with anything on cam-
pus knows that balancing school and
activities isn’t easy- so don’t think for
a second that Greeks equal slackers.

I'm not saying that I believe sorori-
ties are the greatest thing that college
has to offer. It is not the largest part of
my college career, but it is more than
just another club that I'm in. It is peo-
ple that I can rely on to rub my back if
it's sore, to cram for tests with, to share

a  beverage with <<page 30>
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is barnard investing responsibly?

By Gretchen Colluzo

Universities all over the country are
using their power as shareholders in
corporations to improve these compa-
nies’ social performance. For example,
the University of Washington has spon-
sored a shareholder resolution urging
Caterpillar to consider guidelines for
withdrawal from countries where an
illegitimate government systematically
violates human rights. Cornell used
shareholder activism to encourage one
of our country’s largest retailers of old
growth rainforest wood to phase in pur-
chasing certified wood grown in sus-
tainable forests instead. Schools inciud-
ing Columbia, Yale, Harvard, Stanford,
Brown, Cornell, Swarthmore, and Tults
have implemented committees on
socially responsible investing. The
question [ would like to pose is: Where
is Barnard's Committce on Socially
Responsible Investing?

The Barnard College Mission State-
ment reads, “As a college for women,
Barnard embraces its responsibility to
address issues of gender in all of their
complexity and urgency... [Barnard] is
committed to diversity in its student
body... Barnard students become... pre-
pared to lead and serve their socicty.” If
our school has philosophically dedicat-
ed itself to improve life chances for
women, would we want our endowment

color reside? Of course not!

i wish Barnard would consider the
ethical responsibility it has as an insti-
tution working in the public interest, to
work to reform the corporations we
invest in that engage in such harmful
actions. )

How can Barnard do this? The Col-
lege invests its money in corporations

resolve this problem. This proposal
sels down guldelines {or establishing a
Committee on Socially Respensible
Investing composed of students, facul-
fy and alumnae, in addition to a non-
voting administration member. This
Committee would have the power to
advise the Trustees on how Barnard
can act to further the public good. This

sg that as the
value of the
company

rises, so too
does the value

As part-owners of the com-
pany, we are making impor-

o our stock. {OHAE ChoOices on global issues of

Every corpo-
ration allows

social and economic justice.

its sharehold-
ers to submit resolutions to be voted
on by all shareholders in the company.
If a shareholder does not vote on the
resolution, their vote automatically
goes to management, which often fails
to side with shareholders advocating
corporate reform. Thus, Barnard is
already voting on shareholder resolu-
tions. As part-owners of the company,
we are making important choices on
global issues of social and economic
justice. With no mechanism to review
how we vote, however, our school has
made a conscious decision to ignore
the ethical implications of the profits
we make from corporations that may
not be acting in the public interest. As a

If our school has philosophically dedi-
cated itself to improve life chances for
women, would we want our endow-
ment to be invested in a company that
discriminates against women?

to be invested in a company that dis-
criminates against women? What about
investing in a company that practices
predatory lending practices in lower-
income neighborhoods where people of

school dedicated to serving the public
good, this does not reflect well on our
mission statement.

A proposal has been submitted to
the Trustees of Barnard College to

includes sponsoring and voting on
sharcholder resolutions, portfolio
screening, community investment, and
social screening. The Trustees would
then review these recommendations
and have the final say on actions to he
taken. The proposal was created by Stu-
dents for Socially Responsible Investing
{(SSRI}, and revised with the assistance
of Barry Kaufman, Vice President of
Finarice for Barnard. Kaufman has been
extremely helpful in facilitating the
process of submitting this proposal,
and 3SRI commends him en his com-
mitment to socially responsible invest-
ing.

The only remaining question is
when will the policy finally be imple-
mented? A proposal was submitted to
the Trustecs months ago to be voted
on. The vote, however, has been
delayed a number of times. The new
date for voting on the proposal is Feb-
ruary 5th. Delay can only serve to fur-
ther corporate abuse, while voting yes
will work to globally increase social jus-
tice. The Trustees have done a wonder-
ful job in working to improve our
school, | hope they will choose to
widen the opportunities for bettering
our world by voting yes on the Propos-
al.

Grefchen Collazo is a Barnard senior.
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By Beth Blacklow and Dana Fields

The ads in the Village Voice tell us many strange things: where
we can get a cake baked in the shape of a penis, or what number
to call so that we can talk to live college girls, just to give a few
examples. But most importantly, the Voice's paid advertisers give
us some vital information about ourselves, information that helps
us to reconstruct our lives and our hosoms. Were it not for the Vil-
lage Voice ads, we would have no idea where to get a good post-
traumatic liposuction or how to find a day spa where we can defy
gravity in our bathing suits. Bad Journalism would like to share
our most uplifting revelations about women from the Village Voice
(and they're not even from the back pages).
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<<page 11>> sauce is taking out the onions and adding
red pepper flakes and/or fennel seeds. After sautéing the garlic
for two minutes, add the crushed tomatoes and a shake of red
pepper flakes or a pinch of fennel seeds. Simmer for fifteen
minutes and then put the sauce in a blender for a few secands
until the sauce has a uniform consistency. Toss with cooked
pasta. The pepper flakes make this pasta “arrabiata” (“angry”
or hot).

li you don’t even have tomatoes, you can still make pasta.
Actually, you can make the pasta a hell of a lot faster if you
don’t have crushed tomatoes. Chop two cloves of garlic and
sauté in a pan with one or two tablespoons of olive oil. Toss
with cooked pasta and you have “pasta aglia e olio.”

Alison Wayne is o Barnard junior and is a bulletin features editor.

<<page 21>> popular. Maybe people are drawn to this
enigma of a man. Or maybe they really do like his music. favin-
cible was released on November 6 and entered the Billboard
charts at number one. On November 13, CBS aired Jackson's
thirtieth anniversary tribute concert, which included a reunion
of the Jackson 5. Where the King of Pop's career will go in the
future is uncertain. | have my own predictions, though. I believe
Jackson will walk down the aisle one final time, with his true
soulmate: Elizabeth Taylor. After all, the third time is always the
charm; and maybe for her the ninth time will be the charm.
They could live happily ever after, with all the chimps and dia-
monds anyone could ever ask for. What a perfect world that
would be for the strange King of Pop.

Shelley Gazes is a Barnard first year.

<<page 155>  whom Harry Potter’s adult following is
indicative of, maybe not the work of the Devil, but of some-
thing almost as alarming.

In a New York Times essay published last winter, for
instance, William Safire applauded the upholding of what he
called “the side of aduit culture” when a top literary prize
was denied to J.K. Rowling in favor of Irish poet Seamus
Heaney, a move that was, according to Safire, “a relief.”

“These are not hooks for adults,” he cried, comparing
Harry Potter books to such respected classics as Huckleber-
ry Finn and Alice in Wonderland, and finding them sub par,
presumably because they lack the deeper underlying mes-
sages of Carroll’s or Twain’s texts. Insisting on their appro-
priateness only for children, Safire argued that reading
Harry Potter books as an adult translates into a lowering of
standards on the part of the liferate grownup world.
“Adults,” he sneered, “make a part of their lives only the
works that have meaning.”

“Meaning,” despite what Safire and those who share his
views might say, is exactly what Harry Potter books do have
in the view of Potterites like Kelley and Wesker. To many
fans the underlying messages are precisely what make
Harry Potter so universal.

“Harry Potter is so much more than good versus evil,”
argues Kelly. “It is about the choice between what is right
and what is easy, about the importance of friendship, brav-
ery, integrity. These are the building blocks for a successful
life.”

Whether or not Harry Potter presents messages “impor-
tant” enough to classify them as “serious” literature, the
reality to which most people will concede is that Rowling
has created what Barnard sophomore Grace Glenny calis
simply, “good books” that anyone can refate to. “[Rowling]
hasn't written the books for a specific audience,” she says.
“] think that's what makes them so appealing.” Describing
the books as “not overly serious” but “in no way childish,”
Glenny echoes what is so often said about the series by indi-
viduals who become hooked on it—often in spite of them-

selves. The obvious delight with which people mcet a book
that universalizes the pure, unadulterated pleasure of read-
ing makes one wonder why critics like Safire so stubbornly
begrudge the success of the books, like some mutated ver-
sion of the kids in the cereal commercials who, now fully
grown, continue to insist that “Trix are for kids.”

Perhaps it is in part a reaction to the extreme visibility
of Harry Potter ever since the books came out—the chaotic
hubbub surrounding the release of each subsequent novel;
and the well-coordinated marketing campaign that prompt-
ed hordes of people to pre-order their movie tickets on line
weeks before the film was released. To people who want
their art as untouched by marketing as possible, this has
the potential to tarnish their own love of a product (Indeed,
to consider Harry Potter “a product” is to some, to strip it
of its distinctive uniqueness.) Especially for adult fans with
less immediate interest in the toys that accompany the
release of the movie, the heavy marketing of Harry Potter
could be a turn-off.

Nevertheless, many are able to take this in stride, dis-
missing the marketing of Harry Potter as a separate phe-
nomenon, certainly not one that can harm the books’ innate
value, To collect a few Harry Potter items of one’s own; to
acknowledge (and be comfortable with) one’s enjoyment of
a book labeled “children’s literature”——these seem to be
among the secrets of being a non-jaded Potter-reading adult.
As for the presence of Harry Potter on lunch boxes and T-
shirts, Glenny offers a little bit of perspective. “If LK. Rowl-
ing writes three more quality Harry Potter books, then I
don’t care how many Harry Potter T-shirts exist,” she says,
admitting to owning a set of lights with Harry Potter on his
Nimbus 2000 (a gift from her dad}. “1 would have loved to
have had a Ramona Quimby pencii case and Harriet the Spy
pajamas when | was eight, so these kids are lucky to show
off their favorite literary character. . . as long as they keep
reading.”

[iliona Segura is @ Barnard senior and bulletin office menager.
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associated with Abundance and Prosperi-
ty, is believed to bring material wealth.
Images of Lakshmi are commoniy found on detailed, colorful
door hangers called toranas, which are given as part of a
hride’s dowry. Hindus honor the doddess Gavrf, who is
associafed with femininity, loyalty and matrimonial peifec-
tion for eighteen days during the Gangaur festival in Western
India in the spring. Women hoping for abundant crops and
the health of male family memhbers adorn a statue of Guari
with their own jewelry and new clothes. She is then carried
through the streets in a parade on the last day of the festival.
One photograph on exhibit depicts a taxi driver lighting
incense to a statue of the goddess Kali on his dashboard to
protect his journeys throughout the day.

One of my favorite parts of the exhibition was the house-
held shrine, which the visitor was allowed to open to reveal
the image of a deity surrounded by elaborate displays of can-
dles, jewels and flowers. These shrines reminded me of the
tabernacles in Catholic churches, major elements of worship
from my own religion. The tabernacle behind the altar of a
Catholic Church contains the Blessed Sacrament, the Holy
Communion wafers, and wine. These are said to become the
body and blood of Christ during Mass. Unlike the tabernacle,
whose doors can only be opened by priests, deacons and
Eucharist ministers, Hindus are permitted to have intimate
contact with their shrines. Daily spirituality is practiced;
Hindus often possess shrines in their houses and decide
which of the forms of the god or goddess they will honor in

<<page 17>>

this shrine. When I saw that the white writing next to the

shrines on exhibition read, “We invite you to open and close
this shrine,” | felt as though I were being granted a very spe-
cial privilege to have intimate contact with a divine pres-
ence, Many Hindus also decorate the walls of their homes

with vivid textiles portraying representations of deities or
sacred geometric designs to foster a sense of divine pres-
ence in the household.

A sense of intimate contact with the divine, denoted by
the Sanskrit word darshan, cen be found in the outdoors as
well. This exhibition contained a life size recreation of a
sacred Banyan tree, hundreds of thousands of which
throughout India are said to contain the presence of
gramdevatas, the community of deities. Hindus frequently
visit the sacred trees to seek quiet refuge from their busy
lives; mostly Banyan or Peepul trees are regarded as sacred.
Worshipers wrap cloths smeared with red vermilion and yel-
low turmeric around the tree. Mothers praying for the
health of their children hang wood, metal or paper cradles
containing small baby dolls from the branches. Hindus in
Southern India worship Nagaraya, the King of Cobras, for his
healing and fertility powers. Visitors feed eggs and milk to
the real cobras that five in hoies beneath sacred trees.

Overall, the Meeting God exhibition definitely lives up to
its title. The dimmed lighting and low music juxtaposed with
vivid cloths and photographs definitely made me feel as
though [ were entering an unusual and awe inspiring place.
From the hands on shrines to a film in which Hindus discuss
the personal meanings that their daily punja holds, the visi-
tor is lured into the Hindu culture and becomes immersed
with a sense of the divine.

Meeting God: Elements of Hindu Devotion continues
through 24 February 01.

The American Museum of Natural History is located at
Central Park West and 79th Street.

Annarose Fitzgerald is a Barnard sophomore.

<xpage23>> revealed the predictability of these louder sequences.
This also seemed an excuse for Craig and Campbell, both well into their
forties, to release their still evident “rocker boy” fury. Aereogramme’s
musical ability looks promising, yet A Story in White reveals a need for
these three to undergo a sell-definition process belore they next present
themselves to the music community - unless they like that incongruous
post-hardcore label hanging above their heads. But perhaps, their label
mates (Arab Strap, Yo La Tengo, Belle and Sebastian) or some of their
impressive tour buddies (Superchunk, Modest Mouse, the Delgados, Low,
and Life Without Buildings) will give them a few pointers. Lastly, Aere-
ogramme’s song-writing abilities definitely prove that this band is not
going to become the “next” Pavement any time in the near future — for
does a postrock band today really need to revert to such unimpressive
phrases as “fuck the devil / fuck myseli"?

—Steffi Fahrion

<<page 26>> more than just another club that
I'm in. It is people that 1 can rely on to rub my back
if it's sore, 1o cram for tests with, to share a bever-
age with (orange juice, geeshl). It is not an insta-fam-
ily, but it is a strong bond that, like all other friend-
ships, develops over time. | don’t think you should
Iove me or want to be my friend because I'm in a
sorority, but you shouldn't hate me for being in one,
either. If 1 hadn’t told you, would you even have
known? 1f the answer is no, then I rest my case,
Greeks are regular folks, and the stereotypes need to
be put to rest once at for all, at least here — at other
schools, who knows? Just kidding.

Thea Tagle is a Barnard sophomore and bullefin
music edifor.




By Molli Foreman

I must profess that the
election of George W.
Bush as our forty-
third president has
instilled an entirely
new emotion within JE.
me, assuming '
“emotion”

adequately
describes  my
perpetual nausea
resulting from his
; name  alone.  Before
November 2000, [ was con-
vinced that America, the proverbial
melting pot of the planet, was not half bad
as far as nations go....nice people, good
weather, freedom...what else could one
need? However, Bush, a Southern gentle-
man minus the “gentle man” portion, con-
vinced me over the last year that America
has a bleak present and future. In other
words, he and his drinking buddies—err,
“advisors"—have reaffirmed my lack of
faith in the intelligence of average male
and implanted a distinct tear of world
events 1o come.

Why my béte-noir towards the man?
During these iroubled times Bush has
exercised presidential authority to the

detriment of the entire world, proving
that foresight and wisdom always suc-
cumd o whorant kieejaik feactions, He
and his “Northern Alliance” have success-
fully managed to create a disaster. And in
light of recent reports regarding Northern
Alliance-sponsored atrocities, our fear-
less leader has continued a cycle of war
and destruction by not tempering
wartime policy with humanitarian con-
cern and insight regarding Afghanistan’s
future.

Bush strikes me as the kind of guy
who often walks into plate-glass windows;
it he looks ahead (debatable), he does not
see the harm a halfinch from his nose, In
this casc, the plate glass window is inter-
national politics a few ycars ahead; are
today’s friends future enemies? As of mid-
November, global news services including
the New York Times, Washingion Post, and
Titme Magazine cited the crueity of North-
ern Alliance soldiers towards captured
Taliban fighters. Ranging from looting,
beatings, ezecutions, and corpse mutila-
tion, some Northern Alliance groups have
huniiliated and tortured both the living
and the dead on the Taliban side. With
increasing victories for our side, some
soldiers have opted to celebrate through
perpetuating My Lai-style acts of aggres-
sion upon their enemies. Can one really
blame the hundreds of thousands of
Afghani citizens fleeing for the Pakistani
border, after shifting from the hands of
violent oppressors to the care of violent
military men?

There is a distinct difference between
“freedom fighting” and exacting revenge
with impunity. The last time [ recall pillag-
ing as a popular activity, some red-head
by the name of Erik and his buddy Leif
were leading the way. Since medieval
times, [ would hope we might have
learned to diffcrentiate between wartime
casualty and cruelty. Is the execution of
prisoners acceptable after they have been
stripped and begged for their lives? How
can one justify inflicting so much pain,
wartime or not? Have the diplomatic rules
of war been suspended in favor of an
mhuman. merciless free-for-ail?
if any member of the Taliban army

olli Talks: bush blind of the future

committed one of the aforementioned
acts on an American, Bush would deploy
F-165 flom Pakistar left and ghi. Ve,
dozens and soon, hundreds of Taliban sol-
diers will have experienced their last
moments deprived of their belongings,
stripped, beaten, shot, and left in ditches
to rot. Enemies or not, can one excuse
sadism? Glad to see the so-called “rules of
war” only apply to protect us but not
when we harm evii, cowardly, bottom-
feeding, cave-dwellers.

Furthermore, what about after the
war? Will the same powers that direct the
operations of Northern Alliance soldiers
run the new Afghan government? In light
of the brutality inflicted upon Taliban sol-
diers (most of whom do not support the
Taliban side voluntarily), would the
Afghan people benefit from being left in
that kind of care? Can the future of the
Afghanis be trusted to those who inflict
such pain and violence on others? Has
our government given enough thought as
to who should assume power after the fall
of the Taliban? The United States has a
history of funding revolutionaries and
twenty years down the line, fighting those
which formerly received support. As the
primary supporters of the war effort, is it
not our responsibility to use some fore-
s1ght before causing irrevocable damage?
Should Bush not exercise some prudernce
in determining the new New World Order?
Are we making the same mistake we made
last time we went to Afghanistan—fund-
ing the lesser of two evils, we will have to
support an entirely new group to fight our
former “friends” in a few short vears?

Even in a time of strife, civiiity should
not be forsaken for brutality, and fore-
sight shouid not be abandoned for instant
retribution. How can the world idly watch
this brand of retaliatory “justice” per-
sist? Are we not becoming the monsters
we seek to destroy in our extreme vio-
lence? And worse yet, are we not breeding
violence to pass on to the next genera-
tion? Are we not creating another Tal-
iban? Is this the legacy we leave behind?

Moll Foreman is o Barnard first year and

bulietin colummist
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