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letterfromtheeditors -»-• •
Barnard's Pre-College Program (PCP) offers We've enjoyed the past three weeks of run-

legions 01 opportunities to its students, from ning aiound, handing articles in late, editing

tours of prestigious companies like The Wall papers, and making K8 Torgovnick, our

Street Journal to trips to the beach. One such superbly awesome and patient advisor, rip out

opportunity was the chance to work on the sum- her hair.

mer edition of the Barnard Bulletin. About thirty The editors-in-chief of the Barnard Bulletin

students joined the Bulletin, some with numer- would like to thank the PCP students who will-

ous years of experience on school newspapers ingly contributed their time and talent to writ-

and others who simply wanted to learn the ing articles and reviews. We would also like to

basics of journalism and editing. give very special thanks to K8 who served as

Over a four week period, PCP students inter- our moderator, devoting much time to training

ested in working on the Bulletin met several writers and staff members and organizing the

times a week, first choosing editors for the collective effort to publish the summer Barnard

paper, then brainstorming and assigning arti- Bulletin.

cles. The ambitious Bulletin summer staff chose We hope that this edition of the Bulletin is

to cover everything from the conflicts in the thoroughly enjoyed by all the PCP students, and

Middle East to the music scene in New York to that you bring it home to your parents for lami-

the experiences of PCP students right here at nating and perhaps even matting! Thanks again

Barnard. Writers were given a two week period everyone, and have a great summer,

to write their articles, after which the Bulletin

editors edited multiple drafts of the articles. —Jennifer, Shawn, Grace and Kelly

bo rnard bulletin
editorial board editor-in-chiefs... Jennifer hubbell, grace rooney, shown mason, Iceiiy jamai

news editor... Judith heistein features editor.. .Stephanie lebow arts editors.. .whitney sparks,

Jeanne hodesh music editors. . .becca laurie, Jessica chandler commentary editors. . .debbie

silberman, gillian dipietro photography editors. . .natasha goykhnberg, victoria waiters, leone

price advisor, designer.. .k8 torgovnick writers iaura bagareila, christie, dina kalnicki, leslie

hernandez, michelle haddad, jamarah harris
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there is life outside the
The Pre College Program is like a vacuum. During the past month in New York, you might have become completely

oblivious to what is happening around the world. Never fear. News editor Judith Heistein has done some research to
catch you up. And just so you know, the world still rotates one turn in approximately 24 hours, George W. Bush is still
President, and humans still inhabit the planet earth.

conflict in the Mideast continues into ninth month
Since the violence initiated in

Israel in November, two cease-fire
plans have been enacted in Israel.
The most recent initiative was by
George Tenet, the head of the CIA,
which called for a cease-fire on both
sides. Once the cease-fire has taken
root the Israelis must freeze the con-
struction of the settlements while the
Palestinians must arrest terrorist
bombers and help to prevent further
attacks.

However the cease-fire is far from
being instituted; daily attacks are
made on small settlements in Gaza
and Palestinians have been killed
while throwing stones at Israelis. In
response to the death of an eleven-
year-old boy the Palestinian terrorist
group, Hamas, threatened ten suicide
bombers. At the boy's funeral shouts
such as, "If the Israelis have big
bombs, we have humans bombs"
could be heard. Israeli soldiers shot
the boy while defending themselves
from the onslaught of rocks he and
his friends were throwing.

From June 13, when the cease-fire
was supposed to have taken effect, to

July 10, seventeen Palestinians have
been killed. There have been three
hundred and forty- eight attacks
against Israelis, fourteen that were
fatal. These recent attacks have put
pressure on Yasir Arafat to control
the Palestinians. On July 10, he
declared that there should be a ces-
sation of all terrorism. However, an

Israeli newspaper reported that while
talking to officials Arafat said, "Don't
pay any attention to what I say on
television or publicly. Listen only to
my written instructions...shoot at
settlers and kill a settler every day."

He was also said to have told Muham-
mad Dahalana, a Palestinian official,
not to arrest terrorists. Jibril Rajoub,
the head of the PA preventative sec-
tion in Gaza confirmed this report.

In attempts to thwart these
attacks the Israeli government has
been demolishing Arab refugee
homes that serve as shooting places
for snipers. The first set of houses
knocked down was not yet inhabited.
However, the inhabitants of an Arab
refugee camp in the Gaza strip were
awakened at one in the morning to
the sound of bulldozers. A group of
Palestinian gunmen attempted to
fight off the destruction. The White
House has reprimanded the Israeli
government because the demolitions,
"complicate further the efforts of the
international community."

As the ninth month of the clashes
draws to a close the United States has
sent another official, David Satter-
field, to the Mideast. Satterfield met
with Yasir Arafat on July 15 to discuss
efforts for peace. Hopefully this
American envoy will do the seeming-
ly impossible.

Beijing will host 2008 Olympics
The 2008 Olympics will be held in

the ever-controversial country of
China. The United States did not block
China's bid to host the Olympics,
however, the European Parliament
did, stating that China had infringed
on human rights. However, members

of the International Olympic Commit-
tee stated that the Olympics and poli-
tics are two separate aspects that
should not conflict. Others felt that
China should be chosen in order to
open the country to democratic influ-
ence.

In efforts to stray away from poli-
tics three other reasons for Beijing's
triumph were given. The first is pity.
In the bid for the 2000 Olympics Syd-
ney, Australia beat Beijing by two
votes. Secondly, China has been mon-
itoring the amount of «poge 13»
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religion separates Ireland as peace talks continue

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
and his Irish counterpart Bertie
Ahern met with leaders from North-
ern Ireland on July 7 in hopes of cool-
ing the now volatile situation in Ire-
land. The peace talks initiated
when the 1998 Good Friday
agreement, which restored the
Northern Ireland integrated
government, was in crisis as a
result of the resignation of
David Trimble from the Ulster
Unionist party. Trimble's resig-
nation was fueled by the Irish
Republican Army's refusal to
meet the criteria established in
the 1998 agreement and to dis-
arm by this past June. Thus,
the main focus of the peace
talks is the disarmament of the
I D A

The I.R.A., however, views the dis-
armament as surrender and asserts
that an army does not capitulate
unless it loses. The I.R.A. requires
that their demands, such as the
reshaping of Northern Ireland's most-
ly Protestant police force, be met

before any agreement is made. Sinn
Fein, the I.R.A.'s political arm, has, as
evident from the recent elections,
gained increasing influence. Experts
hope that these results will coax the

IRA to use politics rather than vio-
lence to fight for their cause.

Meetings were held in an old man-
sion in Weston England in order to
avert the ongoing march of the
Orange Orders, a militant Protestant
group, during the week of July eighth.
The Orange Orders' annual march in

Northern Ireland from Drumcee
Church usually ignites conflict among
the Catholics and Protestants. Sixteen
hundred British police were stationed
in Portadown while the Orangemen

marched through the city cele-
brating their traditions or as the
Catholics see it, their domina-
tion of Ulster. Fortunately, the
police prevented the parade
from turning into a riot.

Conditions since the march,
however, have deteriorated.
Late Thursday night, July 12,
Catholics rioted against the
police in Belfast. The rioters
injured more than 100 police by
pelting them with firebombs,
planks of wood, bricks and
stones. The riot tainted the

already dismal atmosphere of the
continuous meetings. Yet, only three
days later, Blair and Ahern
announced that a new agreement
would be drawn up to be considered
by the parties. It seems that perhaps
the meetings are not as fruitless as
initially thought.

missing girl linked to congressman Condit
The Levy family has gone almost

three months without knowing where
their 24-year-old daughter, Chandra
Ann Levy is. The police have done
everything from sending out pictures
of the girl with different hairstyles to
searching abandoned buildings with
dogs. After three long months, all eyes
turn to one man—a Californian Demo-
crat—Congressman Gary Condit,
whom Levy had been interning for at
the Bureau of Prisons.

Levy's aunt told police that Condit,
who had initially called Levy simply a

"good friend," had been dating Levy
until she disappeared. And so, the
investigation of their relationship
began to burgeon. The police inter-
viewed Condit for several hours and
asserted that he had answered all
their questions. Condit and his lawyer,
Abbe D. Lowell, refused to comment
on Condit and Levy's relationship,
stating that it was not necessary for
anyone except the police to know the
details. After explicitly stating that
Condit was not a suspect, the police
took up Lowell's offer to search Con-

dit's home. At the same time the police
requested that Condit take a poly-
graph test. On July 13, Lowell stated
that his client took and passed a poly-
graph test administered by retired
F.B.I, agent Barry Colvert. Lowell stat-
ed that even though no police or offi-
cials were present, the test's legitima-
cy should not be in question since
Colvert has administered more than
2,500 polygraph tests. Chief Gainer
said he would wait to see the result
before deciding on the tests legitima-
cy. Meanwhile, the «page 13»



DID YOU SAY THE F-WORD?
By Sr.crs/r, f/.ason

"A feminist is someone who cares
about what happens to women and
themselves personally," said Mary
Newell, instructor for the PCP course
Reading and Writing the Contemporary
American Woman. "Someone not tied
down to ideas that constrain any-
thing." This definition of feminism
is simple. What is so dangerous
about the "F" word that women,
young and old, shy away from it?

In the early '90s, long after the
familiar second wave, "bra-burn-
ing" feminism had been perceived
as an accomplished movement and
closed era. A new generation of
women took an organized step
towards securing equality for the
female race—this is the third wave.
Accompanied by this concern for
the gender condition in America
was a sharp "anti-feminist" back-
lash. Because of this backlash,
many women disassociate them-
selves from feminism.

"Instead of improving, and tak-
ing the good things from the move-
ment, and incorporating them [into
our lives], we're actually going
backwards," said Jessica Chandler.
PCP student. "Girls our age are get-
ting so anti-feminist that they're
actually reverting. They have this
idea that they don't have to get
what they want, and that they
aren't better than men, or even
equal to men for that matter."

Sophie Gorlin, PCP student,
believes that there are negative
connotations surrounding femi-
nism. "I think that people who do
really radical stuff, a lot of people judge
the whole movement by that," said Gor-
lin.

"I think some girls consider feminism
to be a harsh thing that boys won't like."
said Candice Blasberg, PCP student.
According to Blasberg. "People are
afraid, maybe not even of the power of

annoyed by talking to them, because
everything will have to be that 'men
suck, and women are awesome."

Gorlin commented. It seems like
there's a whole lot of anger in [femi-
nism]. That's another thing that makes it
less appealing."

graphic by Chnsty Thornton

But negative connotations and
stereotypes may not be the sole factor
swaying women from being identified
"feminist." Eve Cohen. PCP student,
said, '"I can see that [feminism] had a
point when women were oppressed,
when they had inequalities. But I've
never been discriminated against

Some women believe that feminism
is an unnecessary cause, and that
women do share status equal to men.
But Newell disagrees. "Sexism is still a
problem," she said. According to Newell
there is still an "unwritten code"
amongst men, there is "still a network"

of sexism in our society.
Gorlin, when asked why she did

not consider herself a feminist
said, "By law, at least, women have
equal rights. I don't believe [in sex-
ism] because I've never seen it,"
said Gorlin.

Though many feel that gender
discrimination no longer exists,
there are still anti-woman sub-
tleties beneath the surface of gen-
der tension. The most obvious
example of this ever-present sex-
ism in America is that women get
paid 75 cents, on average, to every
man's dollar. Economics are quite
possibly some of the easiest holes
to point out, but sexism goes much
deeper than that. Sexism is con-
stantly present in homes, educa-
tional institutions, workplaces,
interpersonal relationships, and
politics.

When asked why she did not
identify as a feminist, Cohen, said,
"It's not necessary to be identifying
with that kind of attitude, where
women are better than men." This
is true, but is that what feminism
boils down to? Competition
between genders? "I think society
as a whole takes movements and
turns them into something that
they're not." said Chandler. "I think
that society, and the media espe-

cially, helps give [feminism] all these
negative images. People won't look at
both sides, so it's really a question of
being uneducated about feminism,
about what feminism really is."

PCP student Catharine Fairbairn, in
relation to why she does not identify as
a feminist said. "I «next page»
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trash, cash, crazy people
expectations proved truenyc

By Jennifer Hubbell

For PCP students who take classes
ranging from Architecture to Ethnogra-
phy, the city of New York has become the
common denominator for the summer
scholars at Barnard College. While lured
to New York by thoughts of Broadway,
Times Square, and incredible museums,
students have also had to cope with
issues such as budgeting,
transportation, and the dan-
gers of New York.

Expectations of NYC ran
to two extremes' the very
good and the very bad. On
the positive side, Carolyn
Dieckmann expected to find,
"a lot of motion, constant
craziness" in New York City.
Krissy Mahalitc agreed, say-
ing "I thought New York was
gonna be really exciting
every single moment."

Other students came to
New York City prepared for
the worst. Danielle Trent said, "I thought
New York would be loud, dirty, and busy,
and now that I'm here, I think that stereo-
type is true."

Bianca Smith hasn't found New York
to be as clean as her hometown, Los
Angeles. "In LA, the city government dis-
tributes three uniform trash cans to all
houses. There's a black can for trash, a
blue one for recyclables, and a green one
for lawn clippings and stuff like that. I

couldn't believe people in New Yotk actu-
ally put mounds of trashbags in the
streets. In Chinatown, the trash can smell
really nasty."

Budgeting money has posed problems
for PCP students. In the beginning of the
program, students had to buy books
which, for some, came to a total of over
$100. This initial purchase put a big dent
in students' cash supplies in the early

days of their stay in New York.
Additionally, students have found it

hard to resist spending money on trifles
and trinkets. Malory Ward said, "I haven't
had budget problems, but my roommate
has because she doesn't spend wisely.
She's bought unnecessary things like
magazines, carrot cake, chai teas, and
clothes." Many have found that small pur-
chases can add up and become lethal for
students on a limited budget in NYC.

New York's reputation for being home
to multitudes of mentally disturbed peo-
ple has rung true for Ward. "On the sub-
way a man started staring at us and taking
pictures of us PCP girls," she said. "Then,
a few minutes later on that very same sub-
way ride, a man who was obviously high
on cocaine began following a PCP girl
around. The whole thing was very weird
and very scary.1'

Grace Rooney also had an
experience like this. "On a sub-
way ride with my class, I acci-
dentally and unknowingly must
have stepped on this woman's
foot, and she started yelling
obscenities at me for the whole
rest of the subway ride."

Using the transportation sys-
tem in NYC is another experi-
ence PCP students share. Mahal-
itc said, "I've found the subways
really convenient, but the buses
are a little confusing for me."

Other students haven't need-
ed to navigate the city just yet.

Julia Conley said "I mostly just follow my
friends around, I don't find my way on my
own. So far it's worked, 'cause I haven't
gotten lost yet!"

The PCP Program has been a great
way for students to experience New York
City on their own, and has offered them
everything from chances to go to Broad-
way plays to opportunities to budget
money. Just try to avoid all those crazy
people.

«nextpage» think feminism, in
some cases, has been taken too far.
Women want to consider themselves
exactly the same as men, and I don't
think that's true. I think women and men
are different inherently. Women should
have equal power and equal confidence,
but 1 don't think they should have the
same role."

In the wake of the second wave,
women have seen opportunity that a
generation of women before could never
imagine. Part of the misunderstandings

of feminism began here. "The mistakes of
feminism originated," said Neweil, "when
women started imitating men. It leads to
heart attacks, hypertension, and com-
petitiveness." The "feminist goal" is not
to emulate men, but to have a collabora-
tive existence, working equally beside
men According to Newell, when women
fell into the habit of imitating men. they
began turning on each other. This,
though, does not mean that men and
v, omen cannot take on the same roles in
the workplace or trie home.

In relation to the continually increas-
ing fear of feminism, Newell said,
"Women have a fear of some kind or
other, a fear of self-definition." We, as a
society, need to move past all of the
insecurities we harbor: move past the
perceived "dangers" of using the "F"
word. Feminist is hardly a four-letter-
word, and it will not get you grounded,
make your parents take your phone
away, or hinder your reputation. Femi-
nism simply demands that women are
human.



no dinero, no problem...

By Stephanie

P*, %' >

People oftep^w New York City-as
a city of big s&eiidets. Yet, While New
York is homeltwm^rty oj the rich and
famous, mosl of iier inhabitants don't
fit that bill. College s*tudeji|s-are per-
petually low on flow, and tourists wtiie
stay longer than a week often find their
cash supply dwindling quicker than
they'd imagined.

If you're one of the many who has
noticed a lack of cash since your
arrival in New York, have no fear! Just
because your pockets are empty,
don't have to stay boarded np-Tff^v^
room on a white brej&^od 4*^ water
diet. Here are s%li|e|tf^s for.^ejrfmgtyf-
in Newark on vtu per -day. 4 . *"• ,-

ipkke- up around 9. or idaim. ',The
longfef •ycfn sleep, 'the less yott %end,'
so if fUsa^seelns too early, th<

^ 2 ™ "

means\,sleep in. Get a small bfeaki
somewhere nearby. If yotr1

dent, thejars- ROfeason to^ev^rnave to
pay for TyeaMast.' Srab a bagel with
cream cheese "and a cup of orange
juice. If you insist on going out, get a
bagel, but skip the cream cheese which
costs an extra 50 cents. And if you must
get coffee, get a small and keep adding
cream.

If you're going to be in New York for
any length of time, you should get a
subway pass. They pay for themselves
in no time. Using your pass, New York
City and beyond is yours for a day. The
subway is a great place to people?'
watch. Bring a pen and paper,^ ^Ou
can write down dejtaflfe*"»bolit "ihecpeo-
ple you notice. - •

Fdr more people-watching fan, go to
any park/like Riverside, Washington
Square, ̂ rTCefitral Park with-a friead,
and try %find the funniest looking peo-
ple or theV-people who looifjHost like
tourists. Just fee" careful not to laugh
too loudly. CamiHe Kitchen is a con-
stant park-goer. "When I'm in the park,

I usually jusfsit back and watch people
walking around. I like being able to cool
off in th& $iade and reaS," she said.

If yoto enjoy people watching, you
can ea^il^mf ke a whole day of it. Go to
St. Mart's, Place, ttaion 'Square, Colum-

.bus-Circle, or Jones Beach, if you don't
# see different kinds of

Probably around lunchtiflie, you're
ready for a new adventure. Head back
to the PCP cafetftia for a free lunch,
and tak&s$8flikltoughnuts back to your

**«'"«*^*j!' case you're hungry at a
i^ hour. Vendor hotdogs

are also pretty cheap. If you absolutely
must dirtemit, try one for about $1.50.

Not* 'you're ready'to check out
l"Museum Mile," the stretch down 5th
„ Avenue home to numerous museums

culturaj institutions. Some of the
•"Including El Museo del

The Museum of the City of New
York, and the Metropolitan Museum
work on a "suggested contribution"
basis. In this case, don't feel bad about
giving just a dollar or 50 cents.-Ybii can
spend hours enjoying art and culture
for a very srgalt price. PCP student
Katie Solito ,JSa> gone k>/numerous*
museums with her art class. She said/
"While you're jn the museum, youVe"
like 'woah, 1 jast walked by a Rem-
brandt.' It's almost overwhelming, and
it's unbelievable that it's free."" --^ - •

Other museums on the mile haveK

.^petUid tinies for free admission. Tues-
day from 5 to Sprn is pay-what-you-wish
at the Jewish Museum. The Internation-
al •Center of Photography is pay-what-
you-wish Friday from 5 until 8pm, and
The Cooper-Hewitt National Design
Museum is free on Tuesday from 5 until

'" If you're looking for outdoor activi-
ties, you'll find tons of street fairs in
the village or the Upper East Side.
Though it's very tempting to spend
money at these little fairs, be cautious

in nyc
that'you doirt go ©Ver your limit. And,
if you're looMn| fcjff1 some athletic activ-
ity, and ywjefd^a'l/want to dole out the
dollars fof|li^%urs at the gym, go to
ColumbiaHlftl^lrsity's campus with
some frieqdsajaf play Frisbee. Not only
will you be is&fiing the cafeteria calo-
ries; you'll î Cf have a chance to meet

*fleW-ipeJdp>te.,arf you invite them in on
your gaine. ,

Still wasot-lhore? Go to the Brooklyn
Botanic Garafens. Admission is free on
Tuesday and Saturday until noon. The
gardens also offer free tours at 1pm on
Saturday and Sunday.

In the evening, you can always go
back to the cafeteria at Barnard for free
food, but if you've been good and
saved most of your money, grab a huge
slice of pizza from Koronet Pizza for
about $3, and get a milkshake at a local
cafe.

From there, you can enjoy your din-
ner while watching any of the free
entertainment at night. Take advantage
of Central Park's free events like Shake-
speare in the Park or the New York Phil-

- harmonic's concerts. Central Park's
events are held through-

a wide variety
from^^keri'wIfel^Krja^e^pr, enjoy a
classic! movie at Bryant Palt^f "Sammer
Film Festival. There's a' ff'e^-jtoncert
somewhere practically &/*£$: night in
New York. Just pick up a-fjple copy of

' rite -tillage Voice to

Living "cheaply in NeV York is no
small task, but it cari,-J$ done. After
pinching pennies all day, you may want
to buy something as a souvenir. Don't
forget about the little stores catering to
tourists on Broadway. Buy a postcard
or pencil as a reminder of your suc-
cess. Don't forget to look for good
deals. And remember, if you think
something should be sold for a lower
price, chances are it is right around the
corner.
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Pre college program hosts diverse students/ staff
Students and staff of the pre college programs come from a variety of far-flung places, several different types of schools, and
many religious backgrounds. Laura Bagarella asked a few questions to see just how diverse people here are.

Norn©

Where are
you from?

What do you
consider your
most impor-
tant cultural
influence?

What do you
most value
about your
religion?

If you could
meet one per-
son, dead or
alive/ who

would it be?

Ausnne Pl^cncia

Miami, Florida

The Cuban culture*"
I have from my
parents.

I am a pfactiqjiig,
catholic and value
going to church •"
every Sunday

.' ', --» • > *
* It woalcl be-"", .
Audrey Hepburja

^"because she was -
an amazing—- : —
actress.

N?fa<:ha Goykhberg

Herdon, Virginia

The fact thafTwas.
bdrn in Russia and.
live'd there for 5
years!" . , * -

"• " : .": .f- '
* : * *». * 1 1? .

I am a non-praetip> ,
ing Jew and value

-the history behind
Judaism. ' 5 ... " 5

*•- ." '"
' '•"> t il^

-SdVidoi*5,,the
main guitarist froirr
the' Sek Pistols,

-because he was an
.amazing guitar
player. —

Taylor Cumbie

Washington-; DC

3 A 1 ' T '

"Music,"specificaj-.
ly" classic rock
and 60's and 70's
music. * -

Lam agnostic
and value the
ability to look at ,
religion from all "
'different per-
spectives. ' - '

/ "' > •

Ralph Waldo. » .;
Emerson
J>ecatrse his • •
fdeas were so"
revolutionary for"
his time.

Allison Berdlrig

AlSmo, California

My parents, since
my dad is German
and my mom is Chi-
nese Mexican so I
have been exposed
to a mix of cultures.
I am catholic and
value how open
the community is
to everyone, you
are not judged by
others.

•A/Vinston Churchill
becauselfe-was
quite the peace-
maker.

Christina Martin

Houston, Texas

-The theater, which
is a very active
part of my life.

I am Methodist
and like how my
religion is like a
family and will try
and help you out.

Jonathan Larson,
the writer for Rent,
because I loved
that musical.

Name

Where are
you from?

What do you
consider

your most-
important ~
cultural

influence?
*"

What do you
most value
about your

religion?

if i jIf you could
meet one per-
son, dead or
alive, who

would it be?

/Michelle Bryant
;A •

Scottsdale,
Arizona -'

iO." "*"

The fact that I am
half 'Cherokee

•Indian is impor- !

tanttprn£andl~"~'
am allowed to live
on tffe reservation
I ariuratholic and I

:. value that'mv relk-
gioa gives some

• TT i ** . ^*"

'-ptifpQse to life,
-and that it is not
some evolution-
ary biological
fluke

" Stevie Nicks;- she
is my idql. " -. ;

>•- • fi-
' ~ •"""•"-•--

: ^ ..' '.

William. Marshall

New York,*-'
New York

The passing of the
civi7-rights bill.

>"'- I

*^j« - " ,-,

I am Christian and
JLsalue the belief in
the creator that
has blessed me in
so many ways.

— " "

"Martin Luther King

Yndira Marin

Maracaibo,
Venezuela

My strong
Venezuela*! pride
and my fainfly. <-,.

™v~ « , »

*'~ J±-"""", w*mr

I am catholic and
value-that it makes
life have more v
meaning and seem
4ess pointless.

Ricardo Arjona,
my favorite
Venezuelan singer.

- -

•z.

Olivia Charpentier

Paris, France

.My father because
of the advice he".
has given, me "
throughout the —-
years:

~-
1 anratheist and
value the freedom
that is allowed to
explore other
alternatives, such
as scientojogy.

Prime Levi, a
World Warll con-
centration camp
survivor, who
killed himself after
writing a book on
the subject.

Jacob Press

Rockville,
•Maryland

My family.

\A

>~,,,,~.i,

No comment.

—

One of my grandfa-
thers.



zines an alternative to magazines
By Stephanie Lehow

For cveiy magazine in pub'icolion,
there is a zine to counter it. Zines, inde-
pendently produced magazines usually
available for only a few dollars, target an
underground audience and present a
unique message. But who actually reads
zines?

Though most people can quickly
spout out the name of 20 magazines, spe-
cific zines are not as widely known, and
certainly not on a national scale. But
wide distribution isn't usually the
goal of zines argued Michele Hard-
esty, a Ph.D. candidate at Colum-
bia and professor of PCP's Read-
ing the Media Course, saying,
"The idea of a mass audience is
anathema to a lot of zine
folks—they are doing a zine,
NOT a magazine," she said.

However, for some the
zine world is completely
inaccessible. Maeve
O'Donnell-Morales, a PCP
student who was unfa-
miliar with the concept
of zines, said, "I think it
must be really limiting.
Most magazines are right there at
the check out counter and the newsstand,
but zines aren't."

So whom does that leave in the zine
pool? A core audience of supporters usu-
ally make up the "demographic"' that cer-
tain zines target. Punk zines target punks.
Zines like More Than a Feeling, a political,
feminist zine, targets third-wave, genera-
tion X feminists. Alyson Gerber. a PCP
student in Hardesty's class said, "It really
depends on where you distribute. I think
that zines can be effective if you distrib-
ute them to people who don't just agree
with you."

Hardesty agrees that zines are impor-
tant despite their narrow audience. '"That
doesn't mean that zines have no impact
beyond an underground clique. Zines.
and other non-mainstream cultures, allow
a space for those with unusual or radical
opinions and ideas, and this space is
important."

This public space that Hardesty men-
tions is the venue that makes zine pro-
duction possible. Though mainstream
culture has taken advantage of the cre-
ative outlet with books on how to make
your own zine and magazines with special
zine reviews, the zine genre is still a pow-
erful underground force.

Not all zines are out to change
the world in a radical way. Though zines
have the potential to impact readers,
some are intended only "to vent, or to
make like-minded friends," according to
Hardesty. Zines like Cometbus have a wide
variety of articles, rants, illustrations, and
prose fiction, but Aaron "Cometbus." the
editor, is the sole writer. This type of zine
is obviously more of a forum for expres-
sion than political activism.

Zines as forms of expression can often
be produced in a relaxed style that does
not appear as concerned with grammar
or layout technique. This tendency of
some zines has generated the feeling that
zines are thrown together in a random,
meaningless way. This is not the case.
Individually produced zines are not
alv.a>s appealing to the eye, but Hardest}
said, "content is the most important

thing. Shoddy zines may be read and
liked, but they won't last long." So there
is a standard of acceptability even in the
zine world.

Zines are also gaining a new main-
stream angle. "Zines as a category have
lost much of the underground, undiscov-
ered status that made them thrilling to

make and read," said Hardesty. More
polished zines are appearing in all
sorts of venues, such as Tower
Records. Independently produced
publications like Media Reader and
Burnout teeter on the line between
magazine and zine. Around 50 pages,
with impressive graphics and layout,

these magazines were obviously
not created in someone's bed-
room in a week's time. They have
sponsors and ads, a feature
missing from most zines. But
they are not easy to find, and
they are, after all, free. For
many zine pros, these "mags"
are not what the zine culture
is about, but that definition
is constantly changing.

If zines are getting too
mainstream, is there a
chance that magazines
are in the underground?

While magazines do have to cater to
a marketing audience, there are some
magazines such as Bust, Adbusters, and
The Nation that enjoy success due to their
ability to communicate to readers. These
magazines are not the norm. Magazines
like People and Seventeen will continue to
give the magazine world a bad name by
pandering to the lowest common factor
and dumbing down their writing so that
it's accessible for anyone with enough
money to pay.

Obviously, there are limitations and
restrictions in any journalistic writing,
whether they are financial or political or
simply in an effort to appeal to a wider
demographic, but that does not mean
that new forms of journalism are not
worthwhile. The public space in which
zines thrive is essential for communica-
tion According to Hardesty, "We need to
fight for such spaces these days."



mysteries of Columbia program revealed
By Jeanne Hodesh

The Barnard Pre-CoIIege Program
involves numerous get-to-know-you
conversations. The content of these
talks usually covers the basics: where
you are from, what classes you are tak-
ing, who your roommate is, what floor
you live on, and of course, the subject
of the Columbia Pre-Coliege Program
always seems io surface.

On July 1, approximately 800 stu-
dents ranging in grade from rising
freshmen to rising seniors arrived in
front of the now defunct Columbia
gates. Each dragging a
month's worth of lug-
gage and school sup-
plies into hollow dorm
rooms, one by one the
students parted with
their parents and antic-
ipated what lay ahead
for the next four weeks
at the well-renowned
Columbia University
and the greater commu-
nity of New York City.

Prospective Pre-Col-
lege students started
applying to the summer
program all the way
back in December. The
admissions process is
rather similar to ours.
Each student must com-
plete the basic applica-
tion, write a personal
statement, include two letters of rec-
ommendation and an official school
transcript. Students do, however, have
to undergo an interview to be accepted
or assigned to the particular area of
the program in which he or she will be
studying. For students in the musical
program it is necessary to submit a
tape, and for students in the writing
program a writing sample is requested.
Those who wish to enroll in the sci-
ence or math programs must submit
their PSAT and SAT scores.

Once in the program each student
is enrolled in one class. Class offerings

for rising seniors and juniors include
Academic English and the American
University Experience, Biochemical
Engineering: Physical Effects on Cells,
The College Preparatory Program,
Computer Graphics with C++/Java,
Constitutional Law, Critical Focus on
the Visual Arts, Global Politics, and
Intensive Seminars in Modern Chem-
istry.

For rising sophomores and rising
freshmen the choices are limited.
They are allowed to chose from The
Appreciation of the Arts, Approaches
to Reading and Writing, An Introduc-

tion to the Physical Sciences, and The
Media and Politics. Classes are held
Monday through Thursday from 9 to
ll:30am, and from 2:30 to 4:30pm, thus
allowing for a three hour lunch break
to hang out, get ahead on work, and
catch up on sleep.

Classes are not held on Fridays, so
the staff has planed field trips to vari-
ous NYC neighborhoods for shopping
expeditions and visits to museums.
Also on Fridays, workshops on acade-
mics are facilitated by professors, ses-
sions on the college admissions
process are held, and guest speakers

are frequently asked to lecture. Atten-
dance is not mandatory at these Friday
programs, however it is strongly
encouraged. In addition to these extra-
curricular activities, a college fair with
representatives from over 100 colleges,
as well as staff from The Princeton
Review and Kaplan, is held on campus
for students to take advantage of.

Stephanie Rabin, a rising Senior
attending the program from Syracuse,
NY, is taking Biochemical Enginee.ing:
Physical Effects on Cells. She
explained that she attends a lab in the
morning held in the Schermerhorn

building and in the after-
noon a lecture held in
Mudd Hall. There are
about twenty other stu-
dents in her class which
is taught by Clark Hung,
who completed his
undergraduate work at
Brown University and
went on to receive his
Ph.D at the University of
Pennsylvania. Rabin says
that there is homework
every night. "I love the
work, so it's not too bad,"
she said.

As for living condi-
tions, students for the
most part are entitled to
single dorm rooms.
There are three suites on
each floor with ten to
fourteen students per

suite and one RA. Students are given
full access to the kitchen which is com-
plete with two stoves and a refrigera-
tor.

Upon completion of the program,
students are awarded with a certificate
of attendance at the University, as well
as an extensive evaluation of the stu-
dent's performance.

So now you know what the big mys-
tery is behind the gates of our neigh-
bor's campus. It should be an interest-
ing and challenging time for all the
attendants both academically and
socially.
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Manhattan TV Tour not what expected
By Christie

Sunday, July 1 started out es 3 fair-
ly normal day. The tour group for the
Manhattan TV tour gathered in
Sulzberger Lounge at around 11am.
Most of us were excited because we
hoped to get a peak of the sets of our
favorite shows, like The Cosby Show,
Mad About You, NYPD Blue, and
Friends. However, a glimpse was
all we got.

The tour was strange from the
start. First, our lovely chariot
arrived late. Once we boarded the
tour bus, already a half hour
behind schedule, the tour guide
tried talking four "lucky" people
into giving up their seats because
the company had mistakenly
overbooked our tour and needed
a few seats to be emptied to
house a camera crew from The
Travel Channel.

When we discovered that our
entire trip would be filmed and all
us of would eventually be on TV
we were very excited. The crew
asked everyone where they were
from and what they hoped to see
on our tour.

The tour guide then
announced that our tour would
start even later than expected
because we needed to pick up our spe-
cial guest, Joyce Randolph (Trixie Nor-
ton) from the fifties TV hit, The Honey-
mooners. In front of the Jackie Gleason
Theatre, we met her, a bubbling per-
sonality with rosy cheeks and a digni-
fied smile, the kind only old Hollywood
stars could ever muster. Randolph
chatted with us about her experience
in the business along the ride.

We drove all the way back to our
starting point in Times Square and we
began the actual tour. We passed by
the old apartment buildings where the

cast of The Jeffersons, Friends, and Mad
About You lived. Next we posed for pic-
tures in front of the townhouse where
Fran Diescher of The Nanny worked.
Of course, none of these shows were
ever filmed at these locations, but sev-
eral times the stars posed at these for
outside shots. A big surprise aroused
us when we discovered that the
brownstone steps of the infamous

apartment building of The Cosby Show
were located in Manhattan, not Brook-
lyn.

The tour gave us a limited view of
the places we had come to care about
through watching our favorite shows
and movies. Usually, the bus just sped
on by a famous facade without leaving
much of a chance for us to take a clear
photo. For instance, we saw the Rose
Cafe where Jack Nicholson courted
Helen Hunt in As Good As It Gets, yet
we never had the chance to stop. The
same applied to the Plaza Hotel where

Macaulay Culkin stayed in Home Alone
2: Lost in New York and the Soup Nazi
Kitchen from Seinfeld, which was
inconveniently closed at the time. We
did not even get a chance to take pic-
tures of the bar in Coyote Ugly. It
seemed like so many opportunities
were presented, and then stripped
away. This was the most disappoint-
ing part of the tour.

The tour was definitely one
of the strangest and most disor-
derly experiences I have ever
encountered. It was difficult to
cooperate with the new condi-
tions of entertaining a TV star
and trying to administer to the
needs of a hungry camera crew
who often asked for a full con-
versation to be repeated
because the sound crew had not
picked up the dialogue very well.

The places we visited along
the way were interesting and
unique, but there was also a lack
of flair and pizzazz that we have
come to expect from Hollywood.
I don't think any of the people
who attended were "wowed"
very much. In fact, the most
exciting part of our tour actually
occurred before it even began as
we were walking out of the sub-
way station near 42 Street. We

spotted cameras lined up on the side-
walk. As we heard the announcement
that Angelina Jolie was not on set that
day, our jaws gaped open that she had
even been there. However, some girls
were able to snap photos of Edward
Burns undergoing makeup.

There are many exciting opportuni-
ties and advantages offered by all the
different excursions the Pre-College
Program has provided to its students.
Still, for those of you who missed out
on the Manhattan TV Tour, you weren't
missing much.

le thiease recyce s paper.
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«page 5» steroids its athletes take more carefully
than ever, after 27 members of their

swim team were found to have taken excessive amounts
Finally, given China's immense population it seemed
appropriate that they host the Olympics.

However, it is the immense population that causes
some speculation. China has announced that it will mod-
ernize Beijing for 2008. Previous Chinese modernizations
entailed sending masses of people to detention centers.
According to the NY Times this is what Xiao Qiang the
executive of Human Rights in China, fears. "To clean up is
one thing, but to throw the small people into detention
centers with horrible conditions at the expense of their
rights, is another," he stated.

While the world remains skeptical, the Chinese were
elated at the announcement. They packed into the main
square in Beijing while police attempted to control the
masses. It seemed to be the first thing in a long time that
the Chinese had to be happy about. Beijing was not the
only contestant to hold the Olympics. Toronto, Istanbul,
Paris and Osaka each wanted to host the games in 2008.

«continued from page 23» and simply a part of the nat-
ural cycle of music. "Look at history—it is a circular pattern.
It has its down and up years," said Rebekah Berlin, PCP stu-
dent.

As a 21st century yogi, it is possible to be put on the path
to becoming an Indie Knight. Artists such as Tori Amos, Ani
DiFranco, and Beth Orton are easily holding their ground on
the music scene. If folk is not a personal favorite, Jill Scott,
Erykah Badu, and India Ane are reinventing the urban music
scene. It is impossible to list every up and coming artist that
has something great to offer to the state of music, but it is a
start.

"Artists now are not musicians, but entertainers," Berlin
commented. Well, who would not be entertained by an expen-
sive stage set-up, pyrotechnics, and enough dancing to put a
Broadway show to shame? Or, is it really about the message?

Hypothetically, the president sits in the oval office spo-
radically reaching for the big red button to declare a state of
emergency as both sides argue over the value of pop and rock
and everything in between Is it time to call in National Guard?
The truth iies somewhere over the commercialized rainbow

«poge 6» search would continue.
While police were searching abandoned build-

ings with dogs, Condit was busy defending his polit-
ical career. Bob Barr a Republican senator from
Geoi gia asked Condit to step down from his position
in the House Barr said that Condit is disci editing U>e
House of Representatives. Condit is been declared
hypocritical because he once touted former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton as immoral for his affair with intern
Monica Lewinsky. The media is also being criticized
for concentrating on Condit's relationship with Levy
rather than the search for the missing girl.

Yet Condit's adultery no longer seems to be an
issue—his affair with Anne Marie Smith is already
pubilc. Smith, a United Airlines flight attendant has
publicly stated that she had a yearlong affair with
Condit. A'ter the police questioned her she stated
that "theie 'i"re a few trhnjjo I Jiink they hadn't
realized."



Shakespeare in the parking iot?
By Jeanne Hodesh

John Lennon once said, "The best
things in life are free." On a cooler than
normal summer evening in July, I found
this to be true while taking in a pro-
duction of The Merry Wives of Windsor
held in a parking lot on Ludlow Street
on the lower side of Manhattan.

The Expanded Arts acting company
has been putting on Free Shakespeare
in the Park(ing) Lot every summer
since 1995, and drawing a crowd of
approximately 60 viewers nightly
despite the off-the-beaten-trail loca-
tion. Comprised of a very talented
group of young actors from all over the
country, the diverse cast brought a
new dimension to this classic play.

As the disclaimer on the program
warns, the cast and director take a free
hand in adapting the script to their
own performance. Set in the 21st cen-
tury and directed by Lennie McKenzie,
the adaptation takes place not in the
Palace of Windsor, but rather in a con-
dominium called Windsor Plaza near
the East River in Manhattan. The male
residents of the condo are caught com-

peting with each other for the lovely
Ann Page's hand in marriage. The

actors wore (sandals and dresses or
suits) to the scenery (a white sheet

aciors irclasion ot limely jokes that hung on a clothes line with a few sim-
Shakespeare himself would have had pie spray painted images to convey the
no knowledge of were greatly appreci- setting) to the audience sitting around

ated by the audience, as was the exag-
gerated southern accent of one charac-
ter, and another's constant use of a cell
phone.

As the disclaimer on

the program warns,
the cast and director

take a free hand in

their own performance

in a parking lot in plastic lawn chairs.
This was, no doubt, a far cry from the
Globe.

Earlier this summer Shakespeare in
the Park(ing) Lot featured Richard the
III directed by Jennifer Sparh. On July
19 The Taming of the Shrew, directed
by Steven Williams, will grace the
stage until August 4. A production of
The Tempest will finish out the season,
directed by Don Williams, running
from August 9 until August 25. Perfor-
mances show nightly Thursday
through Saturday at 8pm. All shows

In the second to last scene the tra-
ditional Shakespearian fairies are por-
trayed untraditionally as hip hop
artists spewing out the Bard's iambic-
reminiscent lines in rapper fashion.
The whole concept of the production
was very modern day, from what the

visit the website:
www.expandedarts.com. The Wall
Street Journal listed Shakespeare in the
Park(ing) Lot as "One of Nine 'Best
Things in Life' Nationwide." I must
agree, it doesn't get much better than
free Shakespeare under the stars on a
summer's night in New York.

Midsummer Nights Dream retold in ballet
By Dina Kalnicki

On June 30, Barnard's "From
Ballet to Breakdancing" class
attended the New York City Bal-
let at Lincoln Center to watch
William Shakespeare's A Mid-
summer N'ght's Dream.

Joined by teacher Katie
Glasner, the girls from the class
enjoyed two hours of graceful
ballet. The story, which the
Stagebill called "one of [Shake-
speare's] happiest and most
loved comedies," is known for
its unrealistic plot.

Shown in two acts and six
scenes, fairies frolic in order to
help humans find the love right
under their noses as well as

dealing with their own drama.
In the beginning of the ballet,
the audience meets four
humans—Demetrius, Lysander,
Helena, and Hermia. Pandemo-
nium ensues as engagements
are made and broken and love
exchanged and taken back as
the fairy kingdom's favorite
henchman, Puck, torments
them.

While the humans are in
confusion, the fairies are also
having trouble. Titania and
Oberon. king and queen of the
fairies, quarrel over a
changeling boy both lay claim
to. The two do battle with each
other, climaxing in a spell which
makes Tita- «next poge»
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Jackie 0 exhibit more than just clothes
By Grace Rooney

Jacqueline Onassis Kennedy spent
oniy 1,003 days in the While House as
First Lady, but the impression she left
on the American
public lives on.

Evidence of this
continuing fascina-
tion lies in the forty-
five minute line at
the entrance to the
Iris and B. Gerald
Cantor Exhibition
Hall in New York's
Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art. Through
July 29, the hall
hosts a special
exhibit. Jacqueline
Kennedy The White
House Years, com-
posed of selections from the John F.
Kennedy Library and Museum.

Jackie's sophistication, emphasis on
the arts and work restoring the White
House lent a polish and glamour to
John F. Kennedy's presidency that con-
tributed greatly to his administration's
popularity. But perhaps what Jackie is
best remembered for is her clothes.
The young First Lady's wardrobe,
including items from designers Oleg
Cassini, Bergdorf Goodman, Hubert de
Givenchy, Chanel and Balenciaga, was
characterized by sophisticated, mini-
malized lines and simple, A-line shapes.

The exhibit displays over 80 exam-
ples of her wardrobe and accessories,

including the coat, hat and muff she
wore to her husband's 1961 inaugura-
tion, and several selections from her
trip to India. Also featured in the exhib-
it are handwritten notes and letters,

personal mementos
from the White
House and pho-
tographs from trips
to Mexico City, India,
Pakistan, Greece and
Europe.

The exhibit
marks the fortieth
anniversary of John
F. Kennedy's
inauguration and
Jackie's assump-
tion of the role of
First Lady. In
recognition of her
work outside of

the personal g r o o n e department, the
exhibit deals with Jaroi^ work politi-
cally and culturally, as we^as on the
campaign trail. A showing or ter tele-
vised tour of the White House is aacd
to her work collecting examples of(

authentic American art for the resi-
dence, probably her most lasting
contribution as First Lady.

Note is also made of her value
to President Kennedy as an inter-
preter of Spanish, Italian and
French, the significance of her
trip to India to promote diplomat-
ic relations, and her frequent
White House invitations for the
greatest artists of the time.

Content-wise, the exhibit is extraor-
dinarily effective, drawing from sources
that clearly show Jackie as a multi-
dimensional person—noi just the
clothes horse she is often perceived as.
The major downside of the exhibit is
that it is clogged, Times Square-style, at
all hours of the day, making it difficult
to read the very informative descrip-
tions of each exhibit. The uncomfort-
able situation is exacerbated by the
awkward arrangement of the exhibit in
rooms much too small for the traffic
flow.

The Museum has attempted to com-
bat the problem by

keeping this
exhibit open

Sundays until
9pm, but the threat
of claustrophobia

' is still very real.
Also beware of

cheesy Kennedy cam-
paign music blaring in

y the background, pos-
V ters occupying

space that might
- have been used

more creatively,
f, and outrageous
r gift shop prices.

However, true
Jackie fans, take
comfort—$1.50
will buy you a
great little com-
memorative
pin.

«next page» nia fall in love with
a donkey.

As the play moves on, all chaos
comes to an end, and everything is
eventually put into place. Because the
problems are solved in the first act of
the ballet, many thought that it was
over before the intermission. The sec-
ond act does not have much plot, but
the dancing and scenery certainly
make up for it It shows the wedding of
Lysander and Hermia. and Demetrius

and Helena.
Choreographed by George Balan-

chine (1904-1983), the play is clearly
understood through florid movement.
An amazing effortlessness by both
sexes of dancers is exhibited through
lifts, turns, and stretches. Comedy is
illustrated through mild gestures. The
music by Felix Mendelssohn allows for
a better understanding and reflects
upon the characters in the play to per-
fection. Riveting costumes by Karinska

show fairies in greens, golds, oranges,
and many other bright colors, while
showing the humans as somewhat plain
and innocent. Lighting by Mark Stanley
highlighted one character or many,
allowing the audience to focus their
attention on what the choreographer
and director wanted to share. Although
most members of the audience could
have dealt without singers Suzanne
Peck and Beverly Myers, all in all, it was
an excellent performance.
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Aide an effective update of Verdi
By Leslie Hernandez

Disney's new musical Aida is a spec-
tacular array of brilliant colors, sharp
dance sequences, and powerful vocal
ensembles. Providing a modern inter-
pretation to Verdi's nineteenth century
opera of the same title, Elton John and
Tim Rice have breathed new life into an
age-old tale.

Headlined by Heather Hedley, Adam
Pascal, and Taylor
Dayne, the musical
achieves the fusion of
an old-world setting
with modern songs
and a timeless theme.
Although Hedley did
not perform the night
I attended, her under-
study, Maya Days,
gave a fabulous per-
formance. Set in
ancient Egypt, the
show glitters with
immaculate sets,
including a simulated
swimming pool and
rippling river. The cos-
tume designers
achieved a new-wave
take upon fashion and
form from the elaborate runway show to
the ball scenes.

The story opens as Radames, a
valiant sea captain, returns home from
his most recent expedition in Africa. At
war with the nation of Nubia, Radames
brings many Nubian slaves with them.
Among his captives is the Princess Aida.
Strong and loyal, she quickly catches
the eye of Radames. Although he has
been promised to the princess of Egypt,
Amneris, his heart soon belongs to the
Nubian princess. What ensues is a for-

bidden love affair between two people
torn apart by hatred.

As Radames, Pascal's vocal perfor-
mance left a little something to be
desired. His voice was a bit sandy and
raspy which seemed incoherent with his
passionate and smooth persona. This
suited his previous character in Rent
well, but didn't work well in Aida', it
made his character less believable. His
choppy vocal performances took some-

thing away from the overall show.
There were, however, many other

performances throughout the show that
radiated both intensity and emotion.
Dayne's performance of Amneris was
vocally acute and passionate. She truly
emanated despair and strength in the
wake of her losses throughout the story.
Although her voice was similar to that of
Pascal's, her character was stronger and
able to support the emotion behind the
unique songs.

Damian Perkins also gave a fabulous

performance, combining both humor
and compassion in Mereb, a loyal and
cunning Nubian servant in Egypt. John
Hickok, who played Radames' father,
Zoser, embodied the diabolically twist-
ed villain who used his son for his own
selfish purposes. Zoser was a sinister
figure on stage whose voice didn't exact-
ly fit his character, seeming almost too
powerful for his covertly evil plots. It
was, however, close enough to make his

performances credi-
ble.

It seems, howev-
er, that in certain
places, the ensemble
stole the show. The
dancers who accom-
panied Zoser per-
formed a remarkable
dance sequence that
was both expertly
executed and cre-
atively choreo-
graphed. Also, the
desperate song of the
imprisoned Nubians
at the end of Act 1
was so powerful that
it gave an additional
level of humanity to
the show.

This musical is a visual and vocal
masterpiece that resonates with a good
deal of originality and remains a depar-
ture from traditional Broadway shows.
It has proven itself to be one of the
hottest tickets on Broadway and is
extremely entertaining.

Intrigued? Romanced? Aida is book-
ing through December 2, at the Palace
Theater in Time Square. Evening shows
run Tuesday through Saturday at 8pm,
and matinees are shown Wednesday and
Saturday at 2pm and on Sunday at 3pm.

Want more copies of the bulletin?
Send them to your parents or give them as birthday presents.

Come by the PCP Office, first floor Hewitt.



the schizophrenia of popular music
By Jessica Chandler

"Music makes the people come
together," sings the eternal Madonna.
Ironically, music seems to be exactly
what is pulling its listeners apart.

The battle of rock versus pop con-
tinues to rage and the battlefield is
strewn with empty bubble gum wrap-
pers and ripped jeans. The war has
escalated to the point where it is trite
to attack lip-synching pop stars and
sequenced boy bands with antiquated
propaganda such as "Spear Britney'1

and "N*Stinks."
Although many people do not like to

admit it, pop music is dominating the
charts and is justly accepted as the
daily diet of modern day Americans.
Not only do mainstream artist dominate
the top 40, but they also
are making a majority of
the record industry's
profit by selling millions
of records to tank top
wearing ten-year-olds.

The one thing anti-
poppers cannot dispute
is that while several of
these artists do not
write a majority of their
music and do not play
major roles in the cre-
ative process, someone
must be buying their
records.

"All of it is the same boyfriend-Ieft-
me-I-love-you stuff," said Sophie Gorlin,
PCP student. Although Gorlin may have
a valid point, in a capitalist society it is
vital to generate capital; therefore, if it
sells, then package me a box full of fluff
and place it under my pillow.

More importantly, what both sides
of the spectrum fail to look at is the big
picture. Where is music now? Where is
it going? Will it get safely to its destina-
tion with dignity?

"Music now is not long lasting.
Artists such as Puff Daddy are not going
to be influential fifty years from now,"
firmly states Charisma Miller, PCP stu-
dent. Pragmatically, Elvis Presley's hips

are still shaking and Kurt Cobain is still
passionately screaming in our ears long
after the fact. Their long lasting effects
on music are undisputable. Once com-
pared on that scale, can "Tearing1 Up
My Heart" and "Hit Me Baby One More
Time" really stand the test of time?

"The message in music is sex. Rap is
about money and violence," said Jill
Curtis, PCP student. Upon testing the
waters of mainstream radio, the current
is both obvious and pervasive. Hits
such as "The Thong Song" and "Back
That Thing Up" are not about the dan-
gers of wearing dental floss for under-
wear or to warn pedestrians to always
check their rearview mirrors.

If so many people are dissatisfied
with mainstream music as a whole, why
buy it? Well, like any difficult question,
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there are several possible answers.
"After the 60s, music was no longer

about making a statement but rather
about shock value. They are interested
in selling you a product." Curtis added.

With this assertion made, it did not
take much digging to find evidence fur-
ther validating this claim. Artists such
as the highly publicized Eminem seem
to both disgust and intrigue Americans
as many are appalled by his lyrics but
continue to finance his affluent trailer
park lifestyle.

Strangely, many condemn the music
that is stacked on their shelves and
playing on their stereos. With that in
mind, is it not hypocritical in helping

fund a corrupt industry?
"Music has become big business.

Every band wants to be mainstream, be
on MTV, and sell records," said Shawn
Mason, PCP student.

To put icing on the platinum cake,
social pressures play a role in the
assimilation of music's best customers,
teenagers, into its vacuum of synthetic
beats and worn out themes. "[Knowing
mainstream music] is like knowing how
to talk," Curtis added.

Not only is pop topping the charts,
but it has also infiltrated language as a
form of lingo. If a student has not seen
the latest video on MTV's Total Request
Live, it is sometimes assumed that he
or she lives in some area without elec-
tricity, proper sewage disposal, or run-
ning water. The assumption is now

made that in order to
be a mainstream
teenager you must lis-
ten to mainstream
music.

Along with this
form of ear peer pres-
sure, many believe that
stereotyping and
grouping exists within
music. "White people
are criticized for listen-
ing to hip-hop," said
Lauren Arneson, PCF
student.

In several areas,
music is a definite part of racial stereo-
typing, the logic being that members of
a certain race should listen to artists
belonging to that particular race. This
is the equivalent of arguing that a per-
son should only buy clothes produced
in the United States of America, which
would dot only effect maintaining a
healthy wardrobe but ironically put pop
idols out of business for lack of fashion
and glam.

Strangely, the most wounded egos
are those of the artists that heavily crit-
icize pop culture, only to become pop
stars themselves. Angst rockers and
rappers such as Kid Rock. Limp Bizkit,
and Eminem (to name «page 23»
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singer/songwriter Emm Gryner
answers pressing questions

By Becco Laurie

Emm Gryner is amazing, talented,
and one cool, cool girl.

She's Canadian, so she immediately
gets points for that. But beyond that,
she is quite possibly one of the best
singers/songwriters whom I have had
the privilege to stumble upon. And, she
played a concert in my living room
(along with like, tens of other people).

Anyway, in 1997, Emm was signed to
the now-defunct major record label Mer-
cury. She used some of the songs from
her independently released Original
Leap Year to make up her major label
debut Public.

However, shortly after the summer
release of Public, and a stint on Lilith
Fair. Emm was left label-less after a
record industry merger. Emm was once
again an independent artist. Using the
power of the Inter-
net to keep her
strong fan base,
Emm launched a
highly interactive
website, and in the
summer of 1999
released Science
Fair, her second
release as an indie
artist. Check out
Emm's online jour-
nal, and purchase
CDs at www.emm-
gryner.com.

Emm has sup-
ported herself by
launching small Liv-
ing Room tours,
and selling her
records through
her own label, Dead
Daisy. Emm contin-
ues to rule my world, and I'm sure as
soon as you hear her music, she'll rule
yours, too.

Emm's latest effort, Girl Versions
which finds her covering the likes of Def
Leopard and Death Cab For Cutie will be

released on August 21 But fo> now,
she'll answer 9 of my questions.

1. What was the best Halloween cos-
tume you ever had, and why?
My wonder woman costume, because it
was made from a crusty swimsuit and
cardboard wristbands.
2. What one article of clothing could
you not live without and why?
My hoodie with devil horns, because it
keeps me warm, and when people least
expect it, I flip up my hood and show
them I'm a real little devil.
3. What one book could you not live
without? Why?
My journal. Because I always write silly
things that keep me sane in it. They'll
publish it when I'm dead or missing!
4. What candy could you not live with-
out?
I'm trying to wean myself off candy, but

I quite like candy necklaces... because
they go nicely with most of my dresses
and they keep me interested during bor-
ing meetings.
4.5. What CD could you not live with-
out?

Oh so many. But definitely Grandad-
dy's "The Sophtware Slump". I've
bought it about 10 times just because I
keep misplacing it or lending it out. I
love it more than life.
5. Who do you most respect?
I guess my family. They are extraordi-
nary. My parents for not screwing up.
My dad for keeping his sense of humor.
My mom for coming to North America
all on her own when she was 20 and
becoming the world's greatest nurse,
opening up a new wing in a hospital in
the 60's. My brother Frank for working
so bloody hard and recording all those
metal-heads in such a shiny way. My
brother Tony for inspiring me to write in
the first place. He's always been my
motivation, but Shh! Don't tell him!
6. What was the best experience of
your life?
There are far too many to narrow it

down to one! Falling
in love, meeting
Peter Gabriel,
singing at Wembley
Stadium, having a
nice plate of sushi
the other night...
they all rank high!
7. What was your
first concert?
A horrible spectacle
at Hiawatha Horse
Park in Sarnia,
Ontario called
"Frozen Ghost". I
was raised on Cana-
dian rock, and all I
remember is that
there were a lot of
trenchcoats on stage
and it was very loud
for my 10 year old
ears.

8. What in your life is most important?
My music and my family and my boy du
jour.
9. Any parting words?
feah. you [Becca] have the coolest bed-
room on the planet1



ARTISTS LOOK TO JAZZ OF PAST FOR INSPIRATION
By Jessica Chandler

There is a revolution, an evolution
happening in music. "Soul Children."
Upon hearing the name one thinks of
some cult-like affair where everyone
has a matching tattoo and is in the
process of "finding themself". Aston-
ishingly, the phrase relates to music.

Miles Davis. Billie Holiday. Ella
Fitzgerald. Marvin Gaye. Nikki Giovan-
ni. Teena Marie. It is
a toure de force.
Oddly enough, it is
not an advertise-
ment for a music fes-
tival in the after-life
but a return of great-
ness.

Inspiration. It
seems to be the key
word when deter-
mining what a musi-
cal artist is really
about. A million
interviews: "Who are
your major influ-
ences? What music
did you listen to as a
young child? What
size shoe do you
wear?''

Several present day artists in music
site their predessessors as artists that
have only graced audiences in the past
decades. Jazz, however, originated
during the Harlem Renaissance in the
heart of New York. With that in mind,
there is a difference between recogniz-
ing The Notorious B.I.G. as your musi-
cal inspiration and John Lennon. Both
artists are from two different times.

In the early 1990's, grunge and rock
began an assault on music. Spreading
like wildfire, the resurgence of rock
gave way to alternative and present
day heavy metal. Just as our genera-
tion had front rows seats to the return
of rock, we now witness a return of the
jazz. Musicians that walk to a different
beat aie suddenly coming out of the
woodwork with their deep neosoul
sounds, reminiscent of the gieat jazz

greats.
Why the name "soul children"?

Contrary to the trend of modern music
to only talk about sex, drugs, and cars,
the "soul children" birth deep lyrics
dealing with spirituality, life, and inner
struggles. Not only are their lyrics dif-
ferent from the average pop star, but in
a way, they all seem connected to each
other and us. Their music is a common
language.

Erykah Badu
With the release of her sophomore

album, "Mama's Gun", Erykah Badu has
solidified her firm hold on the music
industry.

"Bring me water for these flowers
growing out my mind," she sings in
"Kiss Me on My Neck". Her bluesy funk
ballads are complementary of her con-
fessional lyrics and sweeping musical
breadth.

Upon first appearing on the scene,
Erykah was a breath of fresh air rising
out of mainstream music. While listen-
ing to a ballad, it is difficult not to imag-
ine yourself sitting in the Cotton Club
decades ago watching Erykah Badu
work her eternal image.

Lauryn Hill
Isn't that the girl out of the Fugees?

That same question was asked the day
Lauryn Hill decided to release a solo
album. The reaction was shock ff any
of the Fugee fans had known that "that
girl" could do more than just back up
vocals they would have told Wyclef to
go away until November.

Funk. Catchy lyrics. Dredlocks. All
the making of a Bob Marley, but Lauryn
is definitely a woman with not only a
powerful voice and presence but more

importantly, a message.
Women and hip-hop are
more like oil and water.

"Hard to get into" is a
mild exaggeration of a
female trying to break into
a male business. The
world did not know what
hit it when eternal songs
like "Ex-Factor" and "That
Thing."

Deeply spiritual, she is
not only personal in her
lyrics but also political.
Acting as the antithesis of
several women in the
industry, she is not afraid
to tell the world exactly
what she thinks.

J

Jill Scott
Let's take a long walk. "Who is Jill

Scott?" asked and answered the ques-
tion at the same time. Thankfully, Jill
Scott is a part of a string of new artists
that realize there is more to life than
sex, drugs, and money. The move of
African American women into main-
stream and popular music is lead by
women that have a message, whether it
is spiritual or political. In one album,
Jill Scott has gained critical acclaim
and further solidified the presence of
the "soul children" in modern music.

Hearing the echoes of past greats
within their voices gives listeners with
a keen ear hope for the future. If there
were to be an art form to return to the
music scene, jazz has all of the makings
of great music and musical value.

"Conversation, verbal elation, relax-
ation, share our situation.."
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SUBWAY HARASSMENT ANNOYING, INTIMIDATING
By Gillian DiPietro

V hen [ entered this picguun. one of
my greatest fears was tackling the sub-
ways. My head was just a jumble of
numbers—1,9, 2,3,96,116. But now that
these past two weeks have flown by, 1
feel like I've become a seasoned New
Yorker, able to take on any subway that
comes my way. However, once the fear
of mastering the subway system sub-
sided a new fear surfaced: the harass-
ment that people, young girls like us in
particular, have to deal with when riding
the subways.

I am among the numerous girls in
the program that have been harassed,
mainly by men. My
own "tale of woe"
occurred on my way
back from a PCP
excursion to see The
Music Man. When we
got on the subway, a
man standing across
from me who was
obviously drunk (his
face was extremely
red, and he absolutely
reeked of alcohol)
accidentally bumped
into me—a natural
occurrence on sub-
ways as they start and stop so quickly.
He looked at me and said Tm sorry."

Confused, I merely nodded and said,
"Oh. that's all right." A few seconds later
he said again, "I'm sorry" and then
repeatedly continued to say. Tm really
sorry. I am sorry. I'm really really sorry!"

I got progressively more freaked out
and tried to placate him by reassuring
him that it was fine, he hadn't really
done anything. I started to move
towards the other PCP girls on the train
and he said to me. "Oh ok. I'll come to
you," moving from his current few feet
from me to literally inches away from
my face. I said. "No. please don't! Please,
get away from mer

One thing that infuriated me was
that the other passengers merely stood
around, saying nothing. Even as 1 ran

away from the man, to the comforting
RA on the other side of the car, the
other ride'-? offeied no help. St'H not
feeling safe, I looked across to where the
man was standing only to see him star-
ing at me and waving at me whenever I
glanced back at him. Needless to say,
once we reached 116 Street, I sprinted
off the train.

On the same subway, other PCP girls
were being harassed by a man who
seemed mentally disturbed. They were
standing up and they noticed that this
man behind them was snapping pic-
tures of their butts. Other girls have
also regaled me with their own horrible
stories. One girl—we'll call her Brit-

ney—said that while she was waiting to
transfer to the 1-9 at 96 street, an old,
middle-aged man approached her and
started pointing at her, repeatedly
shouting, "Thank God 1 found a big sexy
tall girl. Wherever you're going, I'm
going!"1

Britney put her head down, obvious-
ly not appreciating this attention, and
ran on the train with the other people
on her excursion. The man followed her
on the subway and started singing, "Hey
everybody' Look—it's the big sex> tail
girl!" He continued to point to her, mak-
ing sure everyone knew who he was
singing to and about and got closer and
closer to them. Finally, Britney and the
others decided to switch cars. Thankful-
ly the man did not follow them

Three other PCP girls were returning

from an excursion of their own when
they encountered fairly harmless
harassers on the subway. These three
girls, let's call them Beyonce, Kelly and
Michelle, were sitting down when they
heard the man sitting across from them
singing and muttering at the same time.
They looked at each other and laughed.
The man sitting next to them said,
"That's the charm of New York! Ya' meet
a crazy every day. For all you know, I
could be a psychopath or a serial killer!"
When Beyonce, who was seated directly
next to him, jokingly slid over to the next
seat, he flipped out, assuring them over
and over, "I'm normal! I'm normal! I'm
seriously normal! Do you believe me? I

really am normal! I
swear I'm not crazy!
I'm normal!"

Not all cases of
harassment are man
vs. woman. In one PCP
student's case it was
woman against
woman. This girl, let's
call her Mandy, was
on the train on her
way back from a field
trip with her class.
Walking from one end
of the subway to the
other, she accidentally

brushed against a woman. The woman
was furious and erupted into a volcano
of obscenities. According to Mandy, this
angry woman shouted vulgarities she
had never even heard before. She made
it out to seem like Mandy had nudged
her on purpose and after several min-
utes of beratement, muttered something
about "f***ing teenagers."

We are told that harassment is just
part of the charm of Manhattan, but
does that mean it's right? Women all
over the world are constantly harassed,
be it by cat-calls, comments about the
way we look, speak, think or act, or by
harassment along the lines of the
episodes described in this article.
Although \se live in an age of modernity
and technology, the extreme disrespect
for v. omen continues
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student inspired by activism of 60s
By Grace Rooney

My life wasn't in danger last April in
Cincinnati, i barely remember the race
riots of a few months ago in my home-
town. I couldn't tell you the name of a
single leader or victim; I had no idea
there was racial profiling or tension
between the police and the black com-
munity.

This never seemed strange to me,
not until 1 read the Students for a
Democratic Society's (SDS) Port Huron
Statement of 1960. Besides being one of
the most eloquent and compelling
things I've ever read, the manifesto
made the differences between the 60's
generation and mine glaringly obvious.
Youth culture in the 1960's was charac-
terized by independence and individu-
alism, rebellion and experimentation,
intellectualism and anti-commercializa-
tion. What characterizes youth culture
in the twenty-first century? Britney
Spears and Eminem? Abercrombie and
Fitch? Sports utility vehicles and cell
phones?

It is true that all members of our

generation do not subscribe to the
above, but it is the staggering majority
that I am speaking of. I can't think of
more than five friends of mine who
truly know what is going on in the
world, or even in America. I wonder
how many members organizations like
the Debate Club, Amnesty International
and Service Club would have if we
couldn't list membership to them on
our college applications.

I have given a lot of thought as to
why we are not more active politically.
Are we maturing in a nation free of
problems? Hardly. Have any of us really
stopped to think aboui what it means
to live on minimum wage, to survive on
welfare, to watch, as African-Americans
did in downtown Cincinnati, racial pro-
filing so out of control that an unarmed
black man was shot running from
police simply because violence is asso-
ciated with the color of his skin?

I know I haven't. Is it simply not
cool to be politically aware? Perhaps
it's that we are too busy getting good
grades, raising our SAT scores, getting
into the right colleges, and we don't

have time to pay attention to what's
going on in the world around us—the
world we will someday run. It is fright-
ening to think that we may reach voting
age, even hold office without any but a
superficial understanding of the prob-
lems that exist in our society and how
to fix them. The truth is. we should
expect more from our generation, more
from ourselves.

My life, my very thought process,
hasn't been the same since I read the
Port Huron Statement last week. It is ide-
alistic and somewhat innocent in ways
that perhaps we are not. We have not
been raised, as the baby-boomers
were, to see America as a noble and
invincible democracy, and are not disil-
lusioned when we see evidence to the
contrary. Many of us even adopt cyni-
cal attitudes, especially towards the
government and politics. When asked,
many young people simply feel that,
however flawed and unfair, we have the
most perfect governing system avail-
able, instead of dreaming, as youth in
the 60's did, that democracy can truly
mean an equal voice for all.

PCP a declaration of independence
By Kelly Jamal

When I first heard about the Barnard
Pre-College Program I didn't know what to
think. Deciding to attend the program was
definitely a tough decision. It was some-
thing I grappled with before I went to
sleep at night and even during the day
while I spent time with friends. It was a
subject constantly discussed in my
house, especially as orientation day
neared. I was conflicted inside and des-
perately needed guidance and direction.

The only problem was, everyone I
asked seemed to have a different opinion.
My mother, who can certainly be over-
protective at times, was not afraid to
express her feelings on the subject. "I'm
not going to tell you you can't go," she
said. "The decision is up to you, but I
would prefer that you stay home this

summer. Home where I know you're safe."
In reflection, I think that my parents

having sheltered me all my life by "prefer-
ring" that I not do anything too outra-
geous, was part of the reason that I was so
hesitant about attending the program.
Making the journey to Barnard would
mean doing what I preferred, having my
own mind, making my own choices. It
would mean making a major lifestyle
change as I would have to live constantly
striving to accommodate somebody
else's needs, while finding the tolerance
within myself to deal with the challenges
of dorming.

I did eventually find the courage to
sign those forms I got in the mail. I remem-
ber vividly how I felt as I sent in the rest of
my deposit. "I'm really going, I'm actually
doing this!" I called up my friends one by
one. "It's official," I told them all. "I sent in

my money, filled out my forms-I'm going
to Barnard!"

And here I am now, writing this article
as week four of the program begins. I'm
having a great time here. I've made some
awesome new friends and am enjoying
my classes immensely. In addition, I've
already experienced several "firsts" like
riding the subway, doing laundry and hav-
ing my first sip of Starbucks coffee!

I definitely feel that living in New York
for the summer has made me more inde-
pendent and aware of my surroundings.
The excursions we attend at night help in
that respect, giving us a feel for the city
and a night of fun and adventure.
Although I've developed a distaste for
noodles and broccoli during the past few
weeks, I really am glad I decided to come
to the program. I can't think of any other
way I'd rather spend my summer.
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student reflects on conflict in Israel
By Michelle Haddad

In the last three weeks, three hun-
dred and forty-eight attacks on Israelis
have been reported. Due to these
attacks, fourteen people have been
killed and fifty-two have been wound-
ed. Two hundred and one articles
have been written in the New York
Times within a period of thirty days
about the violence in the Middle East.
These statistics prove to be very dis-
heartening to the
hopps of peace.

The genocide of
the Holocaust, when
six million Jews were
murdered because of
their Jewish identity, is the
most famous example of an
attack on Jews. An earlier
example of anti-Semitism
occurred in 1492. All of the
Spanish Jews were forced either
to convert to Catholicism or to
flee Spain to avoid death. My
ancestors were part of the group
that left Spain and went to Italy.

During the tumultuous years pre-
ceding the Holocaust, again my family
was forced to flee. This time they
sought refuge in Egypt. In the middle
of the twentieth century there were
approximately fifty thousand Jews liv-
ing in Egypt. My grandfather owned a
factory and was able to give Friday
nights and Saturdays off to his Jewish
employers so that they could observe
the Sabbath. Life in Egypt was rela-
tively comfortable until the United
Nations made Egypt's neighboring
country Palestine, into a homeland for
the Jews in 1948

Throughout the next decade. Jews
were seen as threats to Egypt's well
being. Anything belonging to a Jew
was attacked. Mj grandfather's facto-
ry was looted and defaced. My father
and his brothers were harassed and
beat up at school. In history courses,
m> father's class was told that the
Jews were the "enemies" and that they

had killed Christian children to use
their blood m Matzo the unleavened
bread Jews eat during Passover. They
were told that the Jews were liars and
thieves and did not deserve to live in
Egypt.

In 1965, my grandfather's factory
was burned down in a devastating act
of anti-Semitism. Fearing for his life
and that of his family's, my grandfa-
ther secured false visas and passports
from old friends in Italy and snuck out

of Egypt by boat. They were able
to live in France for some time,

but eventually they immigrated to
America with the help of the Hebrew
Aid Immigrant Society (HAfS).

Unfortunately, my grandfather's
seven siblings were not as lucky. Some
slowly found refuge in Israel. However,
my father's cousins who were not able
to escape were arrested during the
chaos of the Six Day War in 1967. After
their arrest, my father's cousins were
put in a concentration camp and tor-
tured for three years. Finally, they
were released and were able to find
comfort in Israel.

In August of 1996. I stood fifty feet
from the border of Israel and Egypt. It
was my first visit to Israel and every-
where I went I seemed to be surround-
ed by Jews like mjself. I felt encircled
by my heritage and a new sense of
belonging. .After staring at Eg>pt for

almost an hour, my father turned
around and returned to the rental car.
Even though thirty years had passed
since the fleeing, the fear was still
apparent in my father's face. Before
that moment, I never realized that the
scars of hatred and discrimination had
simply faded but never healed.

Israel is supposed to be a haven for
Jews. Israel is supposed to be a place
that any Jew can be a citizen in and
become a part of the community. After
being persecuted for five thousand
years, Israel is supposed to be a place
where Jews are accepted and safe from
discrimination. Unfortunately, this is

not the case.
Even after the Jewish govern-

ment has compromised
and given land to the
Arabs, there have still

been continued attacks
on the Jews. Religious

sites have been desecrat-
ed and a nightclub full of

Israeli teenagers was
bombed. Arab suicide

_ bombers attempt to kill as
many Jews as they can and

believe that their "jihad" or "holy war" is
sanctified. This violence is completely
unnecessary. There is no reason that the
Jews should have to live in fear in their
own homeland.

Time and time again, the Arabs
have gone back on their words of
peace and attacked Israel. Recently an
Arabic man, who lived within a Jewish
community, walked down a street with
a big box and attempted to detonate a
bomb that would have killed himself
and at least three police officers. How
many more people will have to die?

The Israeli national anthem is
named "Hatikva" or "The Hope." My
grandfather told me that everyday he
includes Israel in his prayers. Although
we have attempted peace many times
and it may have seemed imminent at
times, in the midst of the present
chaos, peace seems so far off that it is
almost unattainable.
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moving beyond boy craziness
By Jamarah Harris

There are just over 1.5 million peo-
ple on this island and about 48.5% of
them are male. That evens out to about
750,000 guys in the city. And do you
know what that means? 750,000 guys
that don't like me.

It's so unfair! 1 know that at least a
few of those guys are sin-
gle—I've seen them on
those cheesy dating game
shows. There are 750,000
actors and bankers and
singers and athletes and
cute guys on the subway
and I can't even get one of
them to notice me.

Do they know I get up every morning
and spend at least an hour getting ready
just for them? Or that I put on makeup
every twenty minutes just for them? Or
that I haven't eaten a whole cheese-
burger in two years just for them? Or
that I can barely walk because of the lit-
tle black high-heels I wear just for them?
Or that I have actually become so
dependent on them that I actually see
nothing wrong with doing all that?

Of course they don't. I bet they don't
even care. Figures.

So the question is "why?" In my
head, I've started making a list of what

must be so repulsive about me to
almost a million people. Over the past
Lhree years, I've nairov;ed it down to:
too short, too fat, uneven arm length, a
laugh that too closely resembles that of
Fran Drescher, or maybe I'm just invisi-
ble. Those are just the highlights.

I guess it doesn't really matter why.
The point is that I invariably end up in

wanted any kind of relationship is sim-
ply that I was/am desperately afraid of
being alone. So afraid, in (act, that my
standards have sunken to dangerously
low levels.

It's gotten especially shameful late-
ly, and though I've always been con-
scious of my insecurities, I've recently
become disgusted with myself and my

• i . new lows.
I've hod enough feeling inadequate so i m giving it an up.

I'll never talk to another
man as long as I live!

That's stupid. Of
course I will. But this
time I want it to be dif-

so rm giving up.

every time i lookina mirror
I've hod enough of being boy crazy.

tears every time Julia Roberts gets the
guy in the end of a movie.

But you know what? I've gotten sick
of feeling sorry for myself. Crying into
my pillow has gotten old pretty fast and
mascara smudges are never attractive.
So I've decided to give up on all of it.

I've had enough feeling jealous and
inadequate and disgusting every time I
look in a mirror. I've had enough of
being boy-crazy. I've had enough of
them entirely. So I'm giving up.

To be honest, I haven't been attract-
ed to any guy in a long time. For about
the last 4 months, the only reason I've

ferent. I don't want to
settle. I don't want to

feel that my world is ending if the hot
guy at the table next to mine in Star-
buck's doesn't say hi. I don't want to be
interested in someone out of necessity
or fear, but out of genuine attraction (a
feeling which I have come to miss
deeply). I don't want to define myself by
who thinks I'm cute or who doesn't.

I know I'll always want a happily-
ever-after ending, but I have to learn
that it isn't going to happen when I'm
seventeen years old. So my new goal is
to be able to say "I'm fine on my own"
and really mean it. Anyways, being hap-
pier is always much more fun.

«page 17» a few) continually
take rhyming shots at artists such as
Britney Spears and Christina Aguilera
(also to name a few) only to have their
videos played right alongside their
arch enemies. In reality, the feuding
artists share the same fan base.

As far as fan base, visually, the
same screaming girls yelling "marry
me" at the members of the Backstreet
Boys are also found at an Eminem or
Limp Bizkit concert agreeing with Fred
Durst and Marshall Mathers about
those terrible bands they just paid
$150 dollars to see last week. Et, tu
brute!

However, in all fairness, there are
two sides to every coin. At this point in

history, music is more diverse than
ever. In an effort to appease the mass-
es, artists have blended and mixed dif-
ferent sounds to form an all new flavor.
Although that same flavor is as com-
mercialized as Baskin Robins, it is defi-
nitely something new. Rock mixed with
rap. Hip hop mixed with jazz. Country
music with electric guitars?

Disappointed in the musical and
lyrical value of songs, it is still difficult
not to be awed by the diversity of the
top 40 charts. "Latin and salsa are
becoming popular and that is good
because it is more diverse." said Arne-
son. Whether Ricky Martin riding the
radio waves is good or bad is still dis-
puted, but his presence definitely

makes a statement.
Is there hope for the future? "Music

is in an artistic slump. The new and
good music is not on the radio and you
have to find it. It is a matter of expo-
sure," said Mason.

The truth comes out. Independent
artists are making new and innovative
music, but do not get nearly as much
radio play or publicity as your average
Destiny's Child. Most teenagers know
the music is out there, but do not know
where to look. Badly lit clubs and word
of mouth seem to be the best existing
delivery system.

An alternative is that pop and main-
stream music is a fad just like capri
pants and flip- flops «page 13»
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from a Jewish school to the pre college program

student adjusts to a diversified environment
By Debbie Silberman

After receiving my acceptance letter
from Barnard for the Pre-College Pro-
gram, I quickly sent in the first payment,
signifying my interest in attending
the program. Only then did I begin
questioning my decision. It would
be the first time I would be living
amongst other teenagers with dif-
ferent faiths and beliefs. I have
attended a small school since
preschool where Judaism is strong-
ly stressed through the curriculum
and other school activities. I have
also attended Jewish summer
camps for the last five years where
the other boys and girls maintain
similar beliefs and practice similar
traditions such as prayer, dress,
and kosher food. Consequently, I
was quite nervous about how oth-
ers would view me. I questioned
whether or not I would be accepted
by the other students because of
the differences between us.

To calm some of my fears, my
mother called the program and
asked how many other kids
ordered kosher meals. While I don't
recall the exact amount, I remem-
ber feeling a little less nervous
after she hung up. I figured that if there
would be others like me, we could stick
together.

Shortly into the program, all my

apprehension subsided as I realized that
ignorance was the only wall separating
me, as an orthodox Jew, from the other
PCP students. I've repeatedly answered
questions about why I must eat food

ordered from outside the campus and
why I'm restricted from eating the food
in the kitchen. I've been asked why some
Jewish girls only wear skirts and long

sleeved shirts. I've also been asked why
on the Sabbath, we are restricted from
so many ot oui daily aclivues. While i m
not answering questions about my
beliefs, I'm out in the city visiting muse-

ums, shopping, or reading Bio-
Ethics material five minutes before
the class with my fellow PCP stu-
dents. We are of different color,
race, cities and religion. We are all,
however, here in New York City
attending a summer program at
Barnard because we have similar
goals. While these goals range from
wanting to meet new teenagers
from around the globe, to wanting
to take classes not offered in
school, or just wishing to get a
small taste of college life, they have
brought us closer and united us
despite our differences.

While I must admit that many of
my closest friends here are Jewish,
I also have good friends who don't
share my religion. I enjoy learning
about their backgrounds as much
as they enjoy learning about mine.
We've discussed the differences
between church and synagogue,
and our religious laws. I've learned
that although my religion makes me
who I am and is a part of everything

I do, it doesn't make me a different per-
son than those around me. My beliefs
structure my lifestyle but don't restrict
my interactions. I'm grateful for that.

Congratulations to the
Barnard Bulletin staff]

You put together a great issue.
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