


letterfromtheeditors
This past weekend sow two pivotal decisions

placed in the hands of two highly important bodies.

The first, and closes' to home, was the Universiiy Sen-

ate vote on the proposed Sexual Misconduct Policy.

The second, which had implications far outside New

York City, was the verdict in the criminal trial of the

four New York Police officers who shot and killed

Amadou Diallo.

The Columbia University community will be

greatly affected by the University Senate's decision to

pass the proposed Sexual Misconduct Policy submit-

ted by the University Task Force. Students who rallied

behind the proposal now say that we have the most

progressive sexual misconduct policy in the nation—

the only Universiiy with a full time position on the staff

to directly address the issue of sexual violence on

campus. All oversight committees for cases of sexual

assault will now be one-third composed of students,

another progressive step. Students can now claim vic-

tory in their fight for a safer campus and a fairer sex-

ual misconduct policy.

The Diallo verdict, however, did not bring togeth-

er rallies of celebration, as did the sexual misconduct

policy passage. Instead, it led to massive protests here

in New York City, with more than 2000 people

marching together from midtown to City Hall, making

numerous stops along the way. The rally, although

planned from before the time of the verdict, did not

have a permit, and as a result, all protesters were

forced to remain on the sidewalks, held there by the

NYPD's implementation of arrests, beatings and use

of constraint materials such as mace. Numerous

Barnard and Columbia students were involved, and

several were arrested on charges of disorderly con-

duct. More protests are planned for the coming days,

as people come together to express outrage at the

horrible injustice done the the Diallo family.

The Diallo family does still have recourse, how-

ever, and with the Reverend Al Sharpton behind

them, they may pursue a federal trial for civil rights

violations, and a wrongful death lawsuit against the

City of New York.

The jury in the Diallo case has said that they felt

that they had no choice but to acquit the four officers

charged in the murder of the African immigrant. Tak-

ing into account the judge's instructions, they soy that

the only answer the could come back with was an

acquittal. They were put into a situation in which they

were forced to leave their emotions out of the court-

room, and forced to make a decision based on the

facts presented before them. The people of New York

have seen those facts as well, and they are certainly

not leaving their emotions out of it.

Amadou Diallo was shot nineteen times in a

spray of 41 bullets in the doorway of his Bronx apart-

ment building. He was reaching for his wallet, per-

haps to identify himself to the police officers who sur-

rounded him. Perhaps for his keys to enter his apart-

ment. Perhaps, since he was doing no wrong, he was

simply choosing to ignore the police—his legal right.

And four police officers fired enough shots at an

unarmed man that two of them actually had to reload

their guns to continue firing. There was no gunfire

being returned. They were in no physical danger,

other than that caused by the reckless endangerment

of a spray of 41 bullets from their own guns.

Clearly, (he jury made a decision they found to

be the only reasonable one. But we, as members of

the New York City community, must be made to feel

safe on our streets, and feel that we won't be targets

of police suspicion for our physical appearance. I

was there last year when thousands of people

marched across the Brooklyn Bridge, calling for jus-

tice (or Amadou Dialio. And I was there this week-

end, listening as the verdict came down and those

thousands of people's hopes were dashed. Now,

again, we must band together and show our support

for the family of Amadou Diallo, and show the City of

New York that we won't stand for this kind of injustice

on our streets, or in our lives. There will be a speak

out tomorrow, Thursday, March 2 on Lehman Lawn

from 12-1pm for all of those interested in making

their voices heard. We hope to see you there.

No justice, no peace. The city hasn't heard the

last from the thousands of Diallo supporters our there.

Or from us.
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tenure denial of two Barnard
standard seven years, Lynn Chancer
began the tenure process in fall of 1999.
As in Jl tenui e cases, a pei sonal dossier
was created including a personal state-
ment, details pertinent to her profes-
sional life, course evaluations, and state-
ments by faculty, students, and scholars
on Chancer's scholarly work and teach-

By Renee Gem/

In 1992 Lynn Chancei joined the
staff of Barnard College in the sociology
department after having taught at Yale
University and Hunter College. That
same year she published the first of four
books titled Sadomasochism and Every-
day Life The Dynamics of
Power and Powerlessness. In
the next seven years, she
designed a new class for the
sociology department on gen-
der, race and class; published
several journal articles and
book chapters; and gained the
respect of hundreds of
Barnard students. In 2000,
Chancer was denied tenure by
Barnard College.

Many University communi-
ty members were surprised at

the College's decision to deny pres/c/enf Shapiro answers student questions at the
Chancer tenure. Two other

that there might be discrimination in the
tenure process against female scholars,
especially against female scholars who
study feir.uiist issues. "It is possible that
the cumulative effect of going through
two departments places feminist schol-
ars at a disadvantage. The Columbia
departments are older and more main-

Lara Crock stream. Therefore they may
not look favorably on femi-
nist scholars," she said.

Chancer believes that
the combination of Colum-
bia's reputation and tenure
decisions like her own will
surely have an effect on
Barnard's tenure reputa-
tion. "Columbia has a very
bad reputation for tenure
being difficult," she said. "It
has already had an effect on
the people that look at

tenure forum Barnard to teach."
At the February 15

female professors, philosophy professor
Jennifer Uleman and religion professor
Judith Weisenfeld, were also denied
tenure this year. This has led to specula-
tion about discrimination against femi-
nist scholars in the tenure process, as
well as to concern about Columbia's role
in the tenure process of Bernard profes-
sors. On Tuesday, February 15, the Stu-
dent Government Association hosted a
public forum on the issue of tenure at
Barnard. The panel included President
Judith Shapiro, Provost Elizabeth Boy-
Ian, Dean of the College Dorothy Den-
burg and Appointments, Tenure and Pro-
motions (ATP) faculty member Elena
Foley.

Educated at Princeton and the Grad-
uate Center of CUNY, Chancer has con-
centrated her career on studies of gen-
der, culture and criminology. As a femi-
nist scholar, the opportunity to teach at
Barnard was ideal. "The most wonderful
thing about teaching at Barnard is the
students," she said. "I think cne of the
hardest things about my situation now is
that I have no way to say goodbye to my
students."

After teaching at Barnard for the

ing abilities. This dossier was then
reviewed by the Barnard Committee on
Appointments, Tenure and Promotions
which consists of five elected faculty
members, Boylan and Shapiro. Chancer
was unanimously passed through this
committee.

Her case then moved on to the
Columbia Ad-hoc Committee, a group
assembled for each individual tenure
case. The committee is comprised of
two members of the Barnard faculty, two
from the Columbia College faculty and
one academic peer of the tenure candi-
date outside of the Columbia University
community. Professor Chancer passed
this level as well.

But in a last minute decision, Shapiro
withdrew her support for Chancer's
tenure Shapiro makes the final decision
on Barnard tenure which cannot be
appealed unless there is evidence of a
breakdown at some level of the commit-
tee process.

Chancer was shocked by the deci-
sion. "What happened was totally unex-
pected. I think that my case was just one
extreme case of the system being arbi-
tral y." she said. Chancer went on to say

news

forum, Shapiro and Boylan explained the
full tenure process to a concerned group
of Barnard students. Because of
Barnard's position as a college within
the larger University community, and
the cross registration between Barnard
and Columbia, Shapiro and Boylan
explained, dual approval within the
tenure process is necessary.

Chancer says that she does not
understand the reasons for dual
approval. "I think it's an ironic situation
for a women's college that wants to be
independent, because its own structural
situation is inherently dependent." she
said.

The notion that the Columbia com-
mittee and department approval is the
final say in a tenure case was repeatedly
refuted by both Shapiro and Boylan. "We
have tenured faculty that we supported
that their Columbia College department
counterpart did not support," Shapiro
said. She went on to say that the dual
approval process is more about the
exchange of information and support of
faculty.

Chancer has not been the only pro-
fessor to be denied tenure in the past



professors sparks controversy
year. Junior Elizabeth Dayton said, "I was that the religion department only has One student in attendance arthe
really disappointed that one of my
favorite professors, Jennifer Uleman.
didn't get tenure."

In a situation unlike Chancer's, Ule-
man was under a two-year contract with
Barnard College as a visiting professor.
This semester being the final of that two
years, Uleman's case was reviewed to
determine if she would be offered a
tenure track position in the philosophy
department. She was denied the oppor-
tunity to continue on a tenure track at
Barnard.

Uleman said, "Nothing horrible hap-
pened in my case." She said that the
stipulations of her contract and the
tenure process were made clear to her at
the beginning of her two-year term by
the philosophy department.

But she agreed with the sentiments
expressed by Professor Chancer regard-
ing the dual process of approval by both
Barnard and Columbia. "There is a lot of
concern among the junior faculty about
the tenure process because of the dual
process. It's very demoralizing," she
said. "Had I been offered a tenure track
position, [the dual process] would have
been the only thing to
really worry me."

Uleman's specific
areas of research inter-
est include feminist the-
ory, moral and political
philosophy, and German
idealism. "The Columbia
philosophy department
just has a different style
and agenda of philoso-
phy," she said. While
she says that her case Students at the open forum on tenure

religion department only
one tenured female professor. She says
that some of her questions are still unan-
swered. "Most of what they are saying
right now is just buzz clips," she said.

Utton's senior thesis examines the
religious experiences of African-Ameri-
can women, a topic that Weisenfeld is
considered an expert on. ''I believe that
they are trying to tell us the truth, but
there is more going on here. Clearly
there is more going on," she said.

Boylan says that gender discrimina-
tion is not occurring in the tenure
process. She said, "A recent study did
not show any evidence of gender dis-
crimination in the process." However
she stated that there is a trend among
the junior faculty of female professors
leaving Barnard before their tenure case
is reviewed at the end of seven years or
leaving before they have the opportuni-
ty to be offered a tenure track position.
"There is great concern among the facul-
ty and on the ATP committee about the
rash of women junior faculty leaving,"
Boylan said.

Both Boylan and Shapiro said that
female attrition among junior faculty

had nothing to do with
her interest in feminist theory, Uleman
said, "It seems like the administration
really wants to maintain the image of
Barnard as a finishing school and net a
hotbed of feminism."

Senior Rebecca Utton attended the
open forum because her senior thesis
advisor, Weisenfeld BC '86. was also
denied tenure this year. Questioning the
panel several times, Utton pointed out

was beginning to be investigated and
maintained that if some gender discrep-
ancy does exist, it is a result of some ele-
ment of the junior faculty experience,
not the tenure process itself "Eighty
percent of recommended cases get
approved [at Barnard] and out of that
eighty percent, eighty-five percent then
also make it out of the Columbia com-
mittee." Shapiro said.

forurn said that the Barnard faculty is
currently under-tenured. Boylan con-
firmed this. 'Theie are fifty-eight
tenured professors now, out of 89 avail-
able positions," she said. The philoso-
phy department specifically highlights
that availability. After this semester,
there will be only one tenured professor
in philosophy, department Chair Alan
Gabbey.

One of the main ideas that Shapiro
and Boylan conveyed to students was
that the nature of the Barnard faculty
often makes the tenure process appear
tedious. They maintained that a Barnard
professor must be a combination of a
learned scholar and great teacher. "The
professor's research abilities are impor-
tant because we have very high aspira-
tions for our student body. We want to
ensure that you are exposed to the cut-
ting edge of available information,"
Shapiro said.

Shapiro said that t he main focus of
any tenure decision is how it will effect
the future of Barnard College. "We don't
have bad faculty. A tenure decision is
based on when we are going to make a

Lara Crock lifelong bet on some-
one," said President
Shapiro.

Both Chancer and
Uleman say that Barnard
has a continuing reputa-
tion among scholars and
young professors of
being a difficult place to
obtain tenure. "People
outside of Barnard Col-
lege don't want to come
here because of the
tenure process. They

just don't want to be second class citi-
zens to Columbia," Uleman said.

Shapiro says that this reputation
does not have a negative effect, but
rather a positive one. "I think it's good
that Barnard is perceived as a hard place
to get tenure, because then we end up
attracting really good people."

Renee Germ is a Barnard sophomore.



MEETINGS FOR MAJORS AND
PROSPECTIVE MAJORS; H% FriBOPCLOG* Monoa>, AH il

237 Milbank; CHEMISTRY see Prof,
from 9-llam in 705 Altschul, and

luncheon Friday, April 14 from 12-2pm in
AttteHK MIlC Tuesday, April 4 from 1 lam-12pm in

PAN AFRICAN STUDIES Tuesday, April 4 from
PHILOSOPHY Wednesday, March 29

Milbank; POLITICAL SCIENCE Monday,
27 from 4£pm in 421 Lehman; RELIGION Thursday,
23 from 10:30-1 l:30am in 403 Barnard; THEATRE

April 4 from 6~7pm in 229 MHbank; WOMEN';
STUDIES Monday, March 27 from 5:30-6:3Gpm in 20'

^RE-VETERINARY, AND
at

throug

Office
and

e deadline, Friday, March 10. Seminar applications
ai lists a e avakfale across from the Histoiy
Lehman Hall You may also get a list of seminars
online via the History Department websiter

ia edu/dept/history.

the-

aaotice of this meeting!!

"SEEKING TUTORING Please speak with your
Pfirst, but if you need additional help from peer

fre available for many (unfortunately not all)
Fill out a tutor request form in the Dean of Studies

For more information contact Ms. Pearson, x42024,

, FOR HELP IN PHYSICS? Stop by the Physics Help
Im, located in 413 Pupin Hall. Hours: Monday-Thurs-
s, l~6pm.

G FOR HELP IN MATH? Come to Barnard's Math
<m, located in 333 Milbank. Hours; Mondays,

'S, 9am-5pm and 7-10pm;
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ibsite at
html

PRE-LAW STUDENTS There will be a panel of lawyer/spea
ing about different careers in the law on Thursday, March
6-8pm in Lewisohn Lounge. For more information, contac
Ms, Abdoo, 105 Milbank, x47599.

SIGN UP FOR HISTORY SEMINARS If you intend to take aj
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st in management and ' " r a i i l p t and
munity-based organizations. Those selected will receive

',000, which includes a stipend and tuition assistance
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Wednesday, March 1
Women and Glass Ceilings
7:30pm in Lower Level Mcln-
tosh. For more information
call Melissa Marrus at
X32867.

Thrusday, March 2
Lunchtime Lecture Series
presents Modes of Cultural
Resistance Lattna Theater in
New York A lecture with
Flora Schimmovich, Profes-
sor of Spanish and Latin

American Cultures 12-
1.30pm in the Center for
Research on Women, 101
Barnard Hall

The Helen Rogers Reid Lec-
ture Series presents Woman
An Intimate Geography A
reading and discussion with
puhtzer prize winning jour-
nalist and Barnard alumna
Natalie Angler BC '78 Angier
will discuss her latest work
6 30-Spm Julius S Held Lec-

; Hall, Barnard Hall.

ay, March 2, Friday,
i3&Saturday,March4

ird Dances at Miller The-
8pm in Miller Theater.

etsare$10,$5withCUID.

, March 7
the Classroom, With-
Kids A lecture with

a Katz Rothman, Pro-
of Sociology at Baruch

at CUNY's Graduate

School and University Cen-
ter. 12-l:30pm Altschul Atri-
um. For more information
callx42067.

Thrusday, March 9
Speaking of Women A lecture
and reading with Nancy Cald-
well Sorel. 6.30-8pm Altschul
Atrium For more information
call X42067.



sexual misconduct policy pass
On Friday, February 25, the proposed Sexual Misconduct and Assault Policy,

submitted to the University Senate by the Senate Task Force to Review the Sexu-
al Misconduct Policy and Procedure, was passed after much debate, in the pres-
ence of a number of the Policy's many supporters, including groups such as the
Policy Reform Organization, Students Active For Ending Rape, Columbia Men

courtesy www columb.a edu/cu/safer

Students Active For Ending Rape

the Night. These groups posit
the new policy as "the most
progressive sexual assault
policy" in the nation. Expect
complete, in-depth coverage
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SAFER is one of the many student groups celebrating the passage jn |pg COminCJ bu l\G tin.
of the new sexual misconduct policy

Democratic primary candidate Bill Bradley visits Columbia
lara crock Senator and presidential hopeful Bill Bradley spoke at

Columbia Wednesday, Febraury 3 in Lerner auditorium.
Bradley spoke about economic policy, and his goal of
continuing economic growth that occurred in the 1990s.
Bradley said, "Our success is a blessing, not a
birthright," stressing that economic growth is an accom-
plishment which must be continued. Though he applaud-
ed the U.S/s current economic conditions, he noted that
economic disparity has been widening. He said that he
hopes to focus on workers, families, and minorities who
have not benefitted from the '90s economy.

cordially invites faculty, administrators,, and students
to a bilingual poetry reading

featuring E/lf/VM<AJWE£ HGGQMAftD, Jrench poet and Visiting professor in
the Jrencn Department of Barnard College, together with three of his poet-

filorma Cole, Serge gavronsky, and Kay 01 Pabna.
jttarch 23,2OOO - ?:3Opm - 5O4 tfarnard Hall

JKEEAND OPEN TO



get primed for the primary!
With the presidential election impending in November and the New York State primaries only a few days away, the bulletin

thought it might be a good time to evaluate the candidates. What issues are at stake and what positions do each of the candidates
take? It is admittedly difficult to be an informed citizen and keep up with national news on a daily basis while ai college. In this
issue, our writers endeavor to complete an extensive investigation of the presidential candidates, focusing on their political
records, platforms, and public opinion. I hope that the information presented here will be useful to the Barnard Community in for-
mulating fact-based views and making objective decisions about the future of our nation.

all photos courtesy 7ftn. magazine

Gore tries to speak with actions
by Courtney Martin

Just a little less than a year ago, Pres-
idential hopeful Al Gore told University
of New Hampshire's graduating class,
"Some of the most powerful
lessons are never spoken in
words. What we say is usual-
ly far less important than
what we communicate in the
way we live our lives." Gore's
own philosophy can be
applied as we face the com-
ing primaries and establish
just what it is he stands for.

While in office as Vice President
Gore has been active concerning many
of the issues that Barnard voters may
potentially care about most—such as
education, reproductive freedom,
poverty, and the environment. He
cosponsored the Freedom of Choice Act
which sought to codify the Roe v. Wade
decision into a federal law. In the realm
of education improvement, he fought to
have after school investment increase
from $1 million in 1997 to $453 million in
this year's budget.

He acted as the coordinator of a
1994 Family Reunion Conference in
order to stress his belief that the Amer-
ican government needs to crack down
on deadbeat dads, making it necessary
for them to find jobs, with the help of
the staff provided through the Welfare-
to-Work funds, or go to jail. He has con-
tinuously voted for legislation to pro-
tect the environment. In other words,
Gore has fairly consistently followed
through on most of the issues he claims
are the basis for his platform.

On the other hand, many have reser-

Election
Speci

vations about his character based on his
affiliation with President Clinton, includ-
ing allegations still existing within some
political and media circles that he
accepts funds from religious groups

which contradict his
political agenda. Others
very clearly see the Vice
President and Clinton as
business partners, but
not ethical equals. Politi-
cal science professor and
American government
expert Lori Minnite, said,

"My tendency is to separate Gore from
Clinton in terms of character. It is not a
make or break problem for me while
making my decision about who to vote
for."

Others seem concerned about his
lack of charisma.
There are countless
Internet sites specifi-
cally devoted to sati-
rizing his monotone
style of speaking,
including one clever-
ly titled, "Bore 2000."
Regardless of these,
and other issues
which lead some vot-
ers to look to
Bradley as the next
Democratic nominee
for president, many
Barnard students
express support for
Gore.

"I would probably vote for Gore
because he seems like the most qualified
candidate. He actually stands for some-
thing unlike a lot of the other candi-

dates," explained Barnard senior Maya
Capoor.

Others are not so enthusiastically
committed to voting for Gore, but have
decided to based on other criteria. Afua
Agyarko, a Barnard senior, said, "I would
vote for Gore simply because he is the
lesser evil."

This less than optimistic attitude
seems to pervade a lot of the voting pub-
lic in the Barnard community. Political
science professor Dennis Dalton com-
mented on the upcoming elections, "All
of the candidates seem trapped by the
system, unable to identify the real prob-
lem of poverty. Gore is certainly able to
address issues, but I haven't heard him
address the problem of poverty specifi-
cally." When asked if this oversight
would prevent him from casting his vote

for Gore come prima-
ry election time Dal-
ton responded,
"Until someone
addresses poverty
head on, I will contin-
ue to reiterate that I
want a candidate I
can vote for, not one
that I deem the less-
er of two evils. In the
'60s we always won-
dered—what if some-
one put on a war and
nobody came?' By
the same token, I
now ask—What if

someone put on an election and nobody
voted?'"

Courtney Martin is a Barnard sophomore

and bulletinsfaff writer. .
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Bush in defense of tradition
by Courfney Martin

The Republican front runner,
despite his loss in the New Hampshire
primary, is most certainly George W.
Bush. While some of the other candi-
dates prefer to paint themselves in a
progressive light, Bush's
campaign is more centered
around his identity as a tra- .*
ditionalist, all the way from
him paternal roots in poli-
tics to his prestigious edu-
cational background and
his closely connected fami-

ly.
He focuses on military

spending as a necessary precaution,
the improvement of education through
family involvement, and the instillation
of better "American" values through
faith-based organizations. He is over-
whelmingly in support of most tradi-
tionally Republican sentiments, such
as limited gun control, hard prison sen-
tencing, and the death penalty.

Barnard students are weary of
Bush's potential candidacy. Barnard
first-year Whitney Kassel summarized
a lot of the Barnard response to Bush's
leadership when she said, "I definitely
would not vote for Bush because he is
a scary, right wing, conservative Texan.
1 haven't heard anything good about
him at all."

Barnard senior Robin Mindlin
added, "I heard on CNN a while back
that he had a really low GPA in college
which I find indicative of having little
initiative. His strict pro-life agenda
bothers me a lot too."

Others also had reservations about
Bush's intelligence. "I've heard Bush

was basically just one of those spoiled
brat politician's kids. Clinton got in his
moral bind and all, but at least he was
considered really smart," said senior
Maya Capoor.

Political science professor Lori Min-
nite added, "There's something that

profoundly bothers me
. about him being a governor

of a state that has executed
that many people."

Bush's stance on issues
seemed unpopular among
most Barnard students
asked. He is pro-life, offering
an increase in abstinence
education as his cure for

unwanted pregnancy. He supports
parental notification laws, banning the
use of tax payer
funds for abortion
and banning par-
tial birth abor-
tions. He is against
affirmative action,
opposes same-sex
marriage, and sees
faith-based organi-
zations as the
"moral center" of
America. "We [the
government]
should support
private and faith-
based efforts first
and foremost," he said on his official
web site.

He recognizes the importance of
education reform and proposes that
the school system would be greatly
improved by more parental involve-
ment. He also proposes a $500 million
incentive fund to reward states for

improving student performance and is
pro-school vouchers, which would
serve as grants to students who
choose to go to private schools (usual-
ly those in failing inner-city schools.)
While other candidates place emphasis
on these social reform issues, Bush's
pet project seems to be enhancing mil-
itary defense. He said, "A dangerous
world requires a sharpened sword."

He intends to sharpen America's
sword by increasing military funding
by $1 billion and increasing defense
Research and Development spending
by at least $20 billion from Fiscal Year
2002 to Fiscal Year 2006.

There certainly are Barnard stu-
dents who feel that Bush is the best
candidate, but they are few. Kassel told

of an acquaintance
who she claimed
supported Bush
because, "He was
one of those well-
liked Yale frat
boys." Others see
Bush's values as in
line with their own
or feel that his
legacy predicts
great things for the
Texan governor.

Political sci-
ence professor
Dennis Dalton

reminds all Barnard students that,
"Above all, Barnard and Columbia stu-
dents need to recognize the importance
of choice. I emphatically urge students
to make that choice thoughtfully."

Courtney Martin is a Barnard sophomore
and bulletin sfaff writer.

Look for the bulletin on-line.
It'll be there very, very soon.

www. Columbia, edu/cu/barnardbulletin



Bradley accepts liberal label
By Renee Gerni

Election
Speci

A professoi is one of the many
things that presidential candidate Bill
Bradley has not been. However, lately
this has been the descrip-
tion of Bradley's campaign
demeanor. Bradley does
have the experience of
being a former Senator for
New Jersey and a profes-
sional basketball player
as he seeks the experi-
ence of the presidency
against Vice President Al
Gore.

Originally from Missouri, Bill
Bradley was educated at Princeton and
later Oxford. Generally, Bradley has
presented himself as the reliable
Democratic candidate by taking
stances on typically Democrat issues
like health care and the environment.
Bradley has already proposed a near
universal health care plan that would
offer tax breaks for insurance premi-
ums and subsidized premiums for low
to middle income families to replace
Medicaid. Bradley also supports gun
control and government action in envi-
ronmental preservation. As a senator

he tried to divert money intended for
space stations to clean water and air
piograms

On the issue of abortion, Bradley
has asserted his new aggressive atti-

tude towards Al Gore.
Bradley boasts that he
is the only pro-choice

candidate running. In fur-
ther attempts to disasso-
ciate himself from Al Gore
and the Clinton adminis-
tration, Bradley has also
taken stances favoring
affirmative action and

opposing the $792 billion tax cut pack-
age of the Republicans. Bradley is
being endorsed by such black activists
as Harvard Professor Cornel West and
the Reverend Al Sharpton.

Although Bradley has spoken about
his commitment to the family, he has
publicly opposed marriage for gay cou-
ples. Bradley also opposed the 1996
welfare reforms but says now that he
would build upon them.

In foreign affairs, Bradley supports
the North Atlantic Trade Organization
and the World Trade Organization.
During his time in the Senate, Bradley
voted to make China's trade policy

contingent upon their human rights
record.

Desp i fc 4 strong beginning,
Bradley's campaign strength dwindled
after a significant loss to Al Gore in the
New Hampshire primary. Unless
Bradley captures a substantial victory
in upcoming primaries, especially on
March 7. Super Tuesday, there is spec-
ulation his nomination bid could be
over soon.

Renee Gerni is a Barnard sophomore

and bulletin staff writer

Keyes knows it's not over
hy Daphna Berman

Allan Keyes, the former U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United Nations - - *
and self proclaimed "gen- t_" "--̂  * *
uine conservative," is cur- ~ , * , *
rently vying for the Republi-
can nomination. This fifty
year-old native of New York
City supports school prayer,
free enterprise, pro-life orga-
nizations, and a strong
national defense.

Although he previously lost two Sen-
ate races in Maryland and placed sev-
enth in the Iowa Straw Poll behind fellow
conservatives like Forbes and Buchanan.

Keyes is not easily dissuaded. In a
speech given to a group of supporters in
Iowa last September, Keyes proclaimed:

~ ' "If there is any doubt in any-
„ , body's mind.. . I am seeking

.„-.."•, „-,< and do intend to pursue the
Republican nomination. . .
Whatever anybody cares to
say, not a single vote has
been cast in a single primary
or caucus anywhere in the
United States and until the
people have had their say,

there is no election result. . . We are
engaged in a life or death struggle for the
soul of the United States. . . I want to
make it clear that I will not abandon the

grass roots people of the Republican
Party..."

Keyes unprecedented determination
attests to his unique perseverance and
unconventional approach to the Ameri-
can political system. Keyes has recently
introduced the racial issue into his cam-
paign, accusing the media and much of
the Republican leadership of blatant dis-
crimination. It is this general conspiracy
that he now labels a ''black-out." Despite
his recent success in the Iowa Caucuses
he trailed behind only Bush and Forbes,
Keyes has a long way to go before secur-
ing his party's nomination

Daphna Berman is a Barnard first-year
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McCain chalking up primary victories
by Renee Germ'

A dynamic senator from .Arizona. John
McCain seems everyday to be a stronger
contender for the Republican presidential
nomination. Generally McCain has all the
classic Republican character-
istics: he's for tax cuts, break-
ing down the national debt
and against abortion rights.
However, McCain has
emerged in this campaign as
a "new Republican."

Taking a strong stance on
campaign finance reform
early on, he has retained this
issue as one central to his
platform. As a Senator, McCain has tried
unsuccessfully for four years to prompt
Congress to pass finance reforms and a
complete ban on soft money. John McCain
seems to maintain this position in his cur-
rent campaign budget as well. Making his
minuscule funds (relative to the standard)
public, the Arizona senator has used this
issue as a way to distinguish himself from
the other candidates, especially his main
opponent, George W. Bush, whose cam-
paign is now costing millions per day.
McCain has also proposed using the grow-
ing federal tax surplus to cushion Social
Security and deplete the debt.

Aside from campaign finance, McCain

has also distinguished himself with an
original campaigning style. Traveling the
East Coast on his "Straight Talk Express,"
McCain has made it his policy to maintain
an "all access" relationship with the press
on the campaign trail. While this has been •

received positively, some
maintain that it has led

; McCain to be overburdened
by the press, causing him to
sometimes lose his compo-
sure and concentration on a
particular issue. A recent
example has been McCain's
ambiguous stance on the
issue of abortion rights.
While he has generally said

that he has long been a staunch opponent
of legalized abortion, he has told some
reporters that he would never pursue the
abolishment of Roe v. Wade if he were
elected.

As a Vietnam war prisoner, McCain
appeals to many veterans and other typi-
cally Republican-oriented groups. But his
crucial win in the New Hampshire, Ari-
zona and Michigan primaries proved that
McCain is able to appeal to more than just
the traditional Republican vote. In a sur-
prising double-digit margin victory over
Texas Governor George W. Bush, indepen-
dents as well as firm Republicans in New
Hampshire came out in full force for Sena-

tor McCain.
In foreign affairs, McCain maintains that

the U.S. should use its primacy for
"humanity's benefit." He advocates using
American forces to support the overturn-
ing of regimes in Iraq, and North Korea
and the Russian conflict with Chechnya.

The Columbia College Republicans
have endorsed McCain as their candidate
of choice. But less politically decided stu-
dents still seem relatively curious about
him. Sophomore Natalie James stated, "I
like that he's taking a stance on campaign
finance reform. All the money in cam-
paigns right now is just really scary."

Renee Gerni is a Barnard sophomore and

bulletin staff writer.

Buchanan eyes a new Republic
by Daphna Berman

Pat Buchanan, a recent addition to
the Reform Party, is perhaps the most
controversial presiden-
tial candidate.

A long-standing
member of the Republi-
can Party, he made the
key switch in late Octo-
ber of 1999. An "America First" trade
protectionist, Buchanan is a staunch
advocate of non-interventionist U.S.
policy. His public criticism of early U.S.
involvement in World War II secured

him the "pro-Hitler" label, as well as the
support of former Ku Klux Klan mem-
ber/political activist David Duke.

In his most recent publication, A
Republic, Not an Empire,
Buchanan attacks what he
labels, "hyphenated Amer-
icans" such as Blacks,
Jews, Hispanics and
Greeks. He accuses these

minority groups of exerting too much
influence on the political workings of
Capitol Hill, a position he views as a
direct threat to traditional Anglo-Saxon
culture. A pro-life social conservative.

this former Nixon speechwriter tradi-
tionally had a small, but solid following
in the GOP.

With Governor Ventura's recent
announcement that he intends to leave
the Reform Party, Buchanan is virtually
guaranteed the nomination. This
allows him to collect nearly $13 million
in Reform Party federal matching funds
which were earned in Perot's 1996 pres-
idential race. The practical implica-
tions of his nomination remain unde-
termined.

Daphna Berman is a Barnard first-year.

11



Green Party provides an alternate politics
by Christy Thornton

Republicans aren't the only long-
shots in this year's presidential race-
while Alan Keyes and Pat Buchanan
fight George W. Bush and John McCain
for their party's nomina-
tion, a battle goes on
between four members of
a lesser-known, and dras-
tically different, party.

The Green Party uses
the slogan, "Ecological Wisdom—
Grassroots Democracy—Social Justice
—Peace/Nonviolence" to propound
their platform worldwide. While Ralph
Nader is perhaps the most well known
Green Party candidate, earning write-in
votes even in years when he does not
declare his candidacy, there are cur-
rently four candidates seeking the nom-
ination for the Green Party, and each,
while adhering to the platforms set
forth above, has his own take on what
he would do if elected president.

Jello Biafra, former lead singer of
the Dead Kennedys, is perhaps the most
controversial of the four candidates.
Having chosen death-row inmate Mumia
Abu-Jamal as his running mate, Biafra's
platform points include the enactment
of a maximum wage, the U.S.'s with-
drawal from NATO and the WTO and the

abolishment of the CIA, the military and
all nuclear weapons. His final platform
point declares defiantly, "Eradicate all
SUV's!," an attempt to reduce pollution
due to lower emissions standards
required for all sport utility vehicles.

Stephen Gaskin, a 65-
year-old originally from
Denver, Colorado, is a pro-
ponent of the legalization
of marijuana and univer-
sal health care, in addition

to state funded education through
junior college. He proclaims proudly in
his biography, "Politics: 'Beatnik'—Reli-
gion: 'Hippy,'" and calls himself a "trac-
tor driver and community starter." He
also advocates a better veteran's bene-
fit system, gay rights, and campaign
finance reform, and uses as his person-
al slogan, "a corporation is not a per-
son."

Joel Kovel, a Columbia Medical
School Graduate (MD 1961) whose
daughter currently attends Columbia
College, resides in Willow, New York, a
rural district of Woodstock. Among his
platform points are the abolition of the
WTO and the IMF, a universal health
care system funded with tax revenue,
the "building of a democratic media"
and a moratorium on the U.S. prison
system. With his platform he intends to

challenge "Margaret Thatcher's nihilis-
tic statement, There is no alternative,'"
through the construction of non-cor-
rupt government that "stand[s] for a
future worthy of the earth and the
humanity upon it."

Ralph Nader, the most well-known of
the Green Party candidates, hopes to
counter the problems of environmental
degradation, corporate crime and
fraud, "runaway harmful technologies,"
urban poverty and "relentless commer-
cialization of every nook and cranny of
our society and culture" through his
candidacy. A 66-year-old from Connecti-
cut, Nader is known worldwide as a con-
sumer advocate, and has written
numerous books, in addition to teach-
ing at Princeton University and the Uni-
versity of Hartford. He says that "there
can be no daily democracy without
daily citizenship," and hopes to mobi-
lize the nearly 50 percent of the U.S.
population that does not turn out to the
polls in any given election year.

The Green Party seeks to provide an
alternate politics to the that of the two-
party system under which our elections
operate. For more information, visit
http://www.greens. org,

Christy Thornton is a Barnard sophomore

and bulletin co-editor-in-chief.

how to register to vote
College students. We are a politically

active group, yet only an estimated 50%
of us are registered to vote. According to
the US Census Bureau, 45.6% of citizens
ages 18-20 are registered to vote, and
only 31.2% voted in the last presidential
election. Of citizens ages 21-24,51.2% are
registered to vote, and only 33.2% voted
in the last election.

There are many ways to register to
vote. As a college student who resides in
New York City, you have the option of
registering to vote in New York State. If
you have a permanent adress in another
state, you can also register there and

12

have an absentee ballot sent to you at
school.

In New York, you can register in per-
son, by mail, or online. To register in per-
son visit the New York County Board of
Elections (200 Varick Street). To call the
Board of Elections, call 886-3800. You
can also register at any New York State
Agency Office, such as the department
of Motor Vehicles. You can also go to the
League of Women Voters of New York
City (45 E 33 St.) to register. Their office
can be reached at 677-5050.

If you don't have time to register in
person, you can call 1-SOO-FOR-VOTE

and have an application mailed to you.
Just fill out the application, and mail it
in—it will only cost you the price of a
stamp.

You can also register online. Go to
http://www.register2vote.org to register
quickly and painlessly. You can also
download a voter application from the
League of Women Voters homepage at
http://wwi'j.lwvnyc org. You can also reg-
ister through the Federal Election Com-
mission website at http://fec. gov/votre%-
is/vr.htm. Just fill out the application,
print it out, and send it in.

—K8 Torgovnick



ow to make a homepage
A weekly column by RCAs—-write to resnef@barnard.edu with column suggestions.

This week's digital diva is Devon Forster
Making a homepage on your Barnard account could not

be easier. There are three basic steps:

1. Login to your Barnard account and at $ type
web.setup

2. Another $ should appear. Type
$ cd publicjitml (this calls up the pubiicjhtml folder)
$ Is (this lists all of the files in publicJital)
$ pico index.html (this opens your homepage, named

index.html, in a text editor)

After you have finished coding type Ctrl x to exit and
save your work. Now, you can view what you just created by
going to http://ec[ipse.barnafd.co{umbia,edu/~yoaift0^i^:,
(your login is your email address) • '*\;' ,- :',

That's it! It is that simple. If you rap ioto *•prsbjeifii'here*
are a couple of troubleshooting tips; ;- '- , , , ; , '

1. Check your code to make sure that Ml ofyew iaffa^
closed correctly (i.e. if you have a <HtMi> t^mrifce sure'
you have a </HTML> tag as well.) • ' . - - - -

2. Cheek to make sure that your index,htol fife Is in your;3. Now that you have your files set up you must write the
HTML code. HTML may look intimidating at first but it, has a puMfcJitml directory by going tato.yoar
simple concept and is not too difficult to team. , and,tyf>tog $cdpubHc_;htonl $ls {jtod^faftni shoi

There are many sites on the web that offer tutorials m If iodex.html is not listed here you most
HTML. Some .include: . / public^Mml directoryeither to Unix $dr

V _

WS/FTP (for help go to

Look out for homepage mid advanced HTML worfehops ;
as well as other classes brought to you by your local 8CA& ;•
For more information about homepages; go te ;

have a suggestion for this here bulletin?
e-mail us at bulletin@barnard.edu

Provera shots
Almost three

L received a D%o
Frove^a birth control shotr

4've scheduled a follow
up -appointment for the second shot
next week (three months after the
first shot)

Am 1 protected for EXACTLY three
months, or do I need to use a back-up
iftethod of birth control until I receive
my second shot?

Depo Provera, the hor-
monal birth control shot that
& administered every three-
months, is as effective against

pregnancy as the birth control pill.
Shots must be given approximately

three months apart—or four times a
year—to be effective. The shot is effec-
tive for approximately thirteen weeks-
meaning if you had your first shot on
January 1, you would need another

shot in thirteen weeks, or around April
1. it is important to space the shots out
every thirteen weeks. If you are con-
cerned about pregnancy prevention, it
might reassure you to use a condoia
when you have sex. It is a good idea to
use a condom with the birth control
pill or Depo Provera, as neither oi
these methods help prevent the trans-
mission of sexually transmitted infec-
tions (STls).

"WeB-Woman" Is a weekly feolure In Hie bu/Jefct The responses, written by the Well-Women Peer Educators, answer

questions from members of the Barnard community. Questions may be submitted to the Weil-Woman Office, 135 Hewitt.

The information provided in this column is for informational purposes only. Please take medical concerns to your healthcare provider.
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The Teaching
Opportunity Program
Is Teaching On Your Horizon?
Are you a graduate with a bachelor's degree in
mathematics, science or a related analytical field
and a strong academic record? Through the new
Teaching Opportunity Program (TOP) Scholarships
you can build the foundation of a career as an
educator teaching in New- York City's public
schools, earn >our master's
degree, and guarantee a successful
future for thousands of students.

Apply to he a TOP Scholar today.

TOP Scholarships Provkfe.*

A Full Tuition Scholarship for a
Master's Degree that will lead to
New York State Teacher Certification

A Guaranteed Teaching
New YorkCil> Public;

Position in a
ichool

A Fully Supported
Summer Preparation Program

For more information and on
application alt (212) 794-544415446 or
visit our website at www.top.cuny.edu.

The City University
Of New York

" • j .-*

The Board of
Education

Back to the Classroom
Without Kids

a lecture with
Barbara Katz Rothman

I Professor of Sociology at Baruch College and at
CUNY's Graduate School and University Center

Noon
Tuesday, 7 March
Altschul Atrium, Altschul Hall

For more information caii 212.854.2067
or visit ivww.darnard.edu/cfow

This event is free and open to the public

BARNARD
CENTER for
RESEARCH
on WOMEN

gof something you
want to say? something you want

people to know about?
e-mail us! bulletin@barnard.edu

Camp
Sussex

Enjoy a helpful and rewarding summer at Camp
Sussex which is located in the beautiful mountains of
northern New Jersey and is about one hour from New
York City. We need M/F counselors, Head
pioneering, social worker, LPN/RN/Student Nurse,
Jewish Cultural program. Salaries are attractive!
Please call for more information or write to

Camp Sussex 33 Blatherwick Dr.
Berlin, N J* 08009

Phone (609) 753-9265 or
(718) 261-8700 E-Mail Cardyl @AOLCOM



w*,

1W; Center

;o?€

tfv
vy><

K»«!)KM(PBj™™ppww»̂ "" ' »

Mi randa
•aMfllL^ *̂̂ ^^P^ ^«K

July

\ •/;»V

^

:=5>J

*!
*i ess

Screening her new film "Nest of
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artspicks
for the week of March 1

Incorporated: a Cinderella
Story

At HERE (145 6 Av., front ]}.

for information call (212)

647-0202. Admission is $15.

Cinderella steps into the

world of high finance in this

satirical update of the tradi-

tional fairy tale./ncorporatec/

integrates many kinds of

documentary material, from

popular media to internet

postings, into the show.

Through March 12.

Another Telepathic Thing

At the Dance Theater

Workshop (219 W. 19St).

For information call (212)

691-6500. Admission is $12,

students receive 1/3 off ticket

price with valid ID.

Annie-B Parson and Paul

Lazar combine dance and

theater in this theatrical pro-
duction. Described as "The

story of Angel Satan, Mark

Twain, and Hollywood."
Sounds intriguing...

Through March 5.

brush up your

by Kiryn Haslinger

In the daily grind of lectures,
papers, three-hour-naps that we call a
night's rest, meetings and labs, it's easy
to forget that life exists outside of
Barnard Just as easy is to lose track of

sion isn't a sufficient dose of promising
reality, all it takes is a little Shake-
speare.

The man who mastered the under-
standing of human emotion four cen-
turies ago can still reach the soul of a
20-year-old student searching for her

lost purposewhat we're doing it „.)/• /- /- KJSU pui^uac
for. All the work and Whetl yOU forget thttt yOU through a comedic

mnrt PYcititia story, offering hours
(rustL ttyuuy Qf sheer enjoyment

worlt ant uou and wrapping up
~> with the simple

left CampUS in cliche. All's well that

early
the

stress and
mornings,
necessity of filling rrtu itl
our bodies with -^
synthetic stimu-
lants just to survive
the lifestyle that we
have chosen for
ourselves... all that for what?

I have found that a little perspective
can be achieved by exiting our self-con-
tained world of Morningside Heights for
a reminder of what it is we're living for.
Sometimes, when an evening's excur-

ends well. And sud-
denly I remember
what it's all for.

All's Well That Ends Well was per-
formed at HERE is a visual and per-
forming arts venue in Soho that sup-
ports independent artists in its small
interior which houses three theatres,
two galleries, and a cafe. Little though

The cast of Shakespeare's

All's Well That Ends Well

af HERE (clockwise from

top left): Erica Schmidt,

Andy Laird, Andy Rein,

Jake Robards, and Mary

Swaim.

photos courtesy of HERE



...for sanity's sa/(e
the space may be, the shows attract a
relatively large and diverse crowd con-
sisting of many young seemingly artis-
tic-types. The attraction is in part due
to the ambiance of the venue, the vari-
ety and affordability of the perfor-
mances, and, the quality of the actors
and musicians.

All of these characteristics com-
bined with the timeless brilliance of
Shakespeare created a wonderful
evening watching a performance of
All's Well That End's Well.

Never having seen or read this play
before I was fortunate to experience
the story for the first time performed
with such talent. The eleven actors cre-
ated a fantastic atmosphere with a
small stage, simple but suitable cos-
tumes, and nothing but a wooden chair
for a set. The actors' emotional deliv-
ery did justice to
the play
could not have
strayed far from ^
what Shakespeare
intended, with the
minor additions
of pop culture and the subtle allusions
to the unconventional sexual orienta-
tion of the characters.

The story goes something like this;
girl falls in love with boy who exceeds
her social stature. Boy doesn't know
girl exists. Girl wins favor with French
king who coerces boy to marry her.
Then off to war he goes so he doesn't
have to sleep with his newlywed wife.
And she in her conniving, womanly
ways makes sure that she attains the
love of her husband through a series of
convoluted and not quite ethical steps.
Through all this action, several quirky
characters, whom you can't help but
simultaneously love and hate, are
developed.

The realm of thought and emotion
provoked by this performance is nearly
indescribable. Shakespeare's poetry

and HERE's production invite you to
exit your busy life and stressed exis-
tence and enter a trivial yet evocative
realm of human strength, weakness,
success and folly.

Compelling as the story may be, the
language cannot go unmentioned. Dur-
ing intermission I found myself singing
to the rhythm of the verse. A very tal-
ented pianist who played lively classi-
cal music before and after each act also
added to the Shakespearean authentic-
ity and the overall experience of the
performance.

I highly recommend checking out a
show at HERE for anyone who wants to
be a part of the ever-desirable artsy
NYC scene, or who wants to have good
coffee and see an entertaining show for
a low cost.

When you begin to forget that you

~ ^ / * • / • / " r "'ve *n *^e raost

and ...ft little JdntaSy and, a lOt exciting city in the
f s world and you

may DC JUSt haven't left cam-
pus in three
months, or wonder
why you pay thou-

sands of dollars to eat poorly, sleep
rarely, and work constantly, a change
in environment, a IMe fantasy, and a
lot of Shakespeare may be just what
you need. And if your current situation
isn't going quite well, keep in mind the
title of Shakespeare's comedy. If the
ends really do justify the means, then
who needs to average more than five
hours of sleep per night? Why not just
grin and bear it, because for whatever
reasons we each may have, the
promise of some greater end result
compels us to live in this bohemian
fashion. If all's well that ends well
holds true, then hard times become
bearable. Or maybe Shakespeare was
jesting.

Kiryn Haslinger is a Barnard sophomore

and bulletin features editor.
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artspicks
. . .continued

The Corset: Fashioning the
Body

At the Fashion institute of

Technology (7 Av). For infor-

mation call (212) 217-5779.

Admission is free.

The corset is viewed as an icon

of femininity as well as an

instrument of female oppres-

sion. Along with corsets, the

exhibit displays the physical

and social results of the corset

on society with medical records

and corset-inspired fashion.

Through April 22.

U-Turn( 1997, Oliver Stone)

At Film Forum (209 W.

Houston St.). For information

call (212) 727-8112

City boy Sean Penn gets

stranded in a desert town and

ends up in a deadly

relationship with Nick Nolte

and his seductive wife Jennifer

Lopez. Bizarre locals include

bitter grease monkey Billy Bob

Thornton, and prophetic town

drunk Jon Voight.

March 7 at 3 and 7:25pm.



Night Blooming Jasmine creates a Middle East Side Story
by Lauren Elkin

The best ttvng about Nighl Bloom-
ing Jasmine, a play by Israela Margalit,
is the premise. Unfortunately the play
does not live up to it.

What holds the attention, apart
from the quiet,

perfor-

of affairs in Israel.
The story takes place in one long

act Consequently between this cease-
less action and the heavy concentra-
tion on the conflict, I felt, as an audi-
ence member, incredibly tired of the
whole thing. It's a vicious circle, and

courtesy of Carol Ro

strong
mances of the two
leads, is the idea
of an Israeli sol-
dier in love with
an Arab girl in
contemporary
Israel. Is love
strong enough to
conquer preju-
dices built up
over generations?
How can those Ian Kahn and Frances Anderson star as
prejudices be two star-crossed lovers
eliminated? How

there's no way
out. It just drags
on and on. This is
clearly the effect
the playwright
was aiming for,
and she achieves
her goal.

Despite an
interesting pre-
mise, nice plot
choices, fresh
characters, and
strong actors,
there was some-
thing amiss in the

development and combination of
these virtues. The casting, for
instance, was a bit curious, and didn't
quite work for me. Rather than casting
different actors to play the Arab fami-
ly and the Jewish
family, the small cast
doubled as both
Jews and Arabs. In
theory, this is a good
idea. Presumably the
intention is that all
of the fighting and
prejudice is unfoun-
ded; the only differ-
ent between Jews
and Arabs is ideolo-
gy. In spite of their
differences, they are
both Israeli.

However, it

courtesy of Carol Rosi

can Arabs and Jews live in peace?
The play asks all of these ques-

tions, but offers no answers; at least
not easy ones. At first, I was annoyed
by what seemed to me to be a trite,
over-done trope in theatre: star-
crossed lovers, their love forbidden
by a power they don't understand.
When the Arabs and Jews first encoun-
tered each other, I couldn't resist
exhaling impatiently to myself—it was
so West Side Story.

Yet as the action unfolds, the story
refuses to pigeonhole itself into any
set path. Fresh, interesting characters
come out of the Israeli landscape. At
every turn, I predicted to myself what
was going to happen, and at every
turn I was wrong.

Ian Kahn and Frances Anderson, as
David and Jasmine (the "star-crossed nuwcvci , n. 10 T, _, . , . j—7-,—,
lovers") are subtly heart-breaking, but hard to suspend dis- Thom Ch™toP™»s ° double-duty

belief In the case of Porenf/ pictured here with Frances

next scene as the Jewish father, the
shift is jarring.

At the same time, Joshua Annex,
who doubles as Jasmine's acuvist
brother and as David's friend Ely, is
the casting agent's dream. He creates
two utterly distinct characters, to the
point that I didn't realize it was the
same actor until quite a bit into the
play.

The rest of the cast did their best
to support the drama going on around
them, and succeed admirably in defin-
ing their war-torn world for a New
York theatre audience, making it seem
as if the line separating our nation
from theirs is very thin. Humanity is
the real issue explored here. Ideology
gets in the way of recognizing what we
all have in common, to the point
where tragedy is inevitable.

Margalit touches on the idea of the
difference between "bleeding-heart"
liberalism and actually effecting social
change, but doesn't explore this split.
In this, her first play, she seems
unsure of what she wants to write
about; there is too much war for it to

is

it is hard to get lost m their love affair
because it constitutes such a small
portion of the play. Too much time is
spent building up the tension around
them, to the point that ^he love story-
is not the point of the play, but rather
an excuse for the playwright to
express her frustration with the state

the mother charac- Anderson
ter, played by redheaded Dana Smith,
it is simply a question of appearance.
In the case of the father character,
played by Thom Christopher, he has
such a strong presence as the Arab
father that when he appears in the

be about the love
affair, and there is
too much love story
for the split between
action and theory to
be done justice.

This is a play for
anyone who is inter-
ested in the conflict
between the Jewish
Israelis and the Arab
Israelis, anyone who
is interested in see-
ing another take on
the Romeo and Juliet
theme, or anyone
looking for an
evening of not-so-
light yet still enter-

taining theatre.
Night Blooming Jasmine is at the

Tribeca Playhouse tbuough March 4.

Lauren Elkin is a Barnard senior.
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a look behind the scenes at the
opening of Thesis Festival 2000

By Chava Brandriss

The 2000 Senior Thesis Festival
opened the weekend of February 18
with eight performances of three senior
theater-major productions. The Thesis
Festival is the theater major's opportu-
nity to showcase her or his work in her
or his chosen concentration. Majors
concentrating in directing, acting, writ-
ing, or design choose to work on a one-
ad piece, and the Thesis
Festival is the culmination
of each student's work. The
development process of
each thesis production
requires the major to go
through all the steps and
stages that any writer,
director, actor, or designer
would have to go through
within the professional the-
ater world in order to put
on a production.

I had the opportunity t
talk with Natalie Robin, the
production designer for
Sherri Kronfeld's senior

duction should actually look like. Other
senior thesis directors, who have
worked on pieces written by others, are
in a slightly different situation because
their job lies in the interpretation of
another's work, rather than the bring-
ing-to-life of one's own personal vision.

I had the privilege of attending all
three productions that took place over
the opening weekend of the Senior The-
sis festival. On Friday night, February

directed by theater major Luce Remy,
was performed in 229 Miibank—a black
box theater space—rather than in
Minor Latham. The lights went down in
the room to the sounds of Tom Waits's
sonorous voice, and the rose from the
complete blackness to reveal the figure
of the Gambler crumpled up on the
platform that acted as stage. The the-
ater had been constructed to look like a
jail, with single light bulbs as the main

Barnard Theater Department

thesis production, Dorothy
is Dead, who shared with me what goes
into a senior thesis production. Natalie
told me about what it was like design-
ing for Dorothy is Dead, as well as what
it was like working with Sherri, who
both wrote and directed the piece.

The design process begins with
planning and discussion meetings; it
leads to drawings, models, or any other
visual medium for expressing a design
concept, and, of course, culminates in
the actual building of sets and props.
The designer works closely with the
director when trying to come up with
concepts and ideas that would best
express the piece that is being pro-
duced. I learned from Natalie, and from
actor Ryan Ghan, who played Willy in
the piece, that it was particularly inter-
esting working with Sherri, because as
the director of her own play, Sherri had
very definite visions of what her pro-

the Barnard theater department's Thesis Festival 2000

18,1 attended The Owl Answers, written
by Adrienne Kennedy, and directed by
Jessica Pagan. The piece was per-
formed as a staged reading, in Minor
Latham Playhouse. The actors per-
formed with their backs to the house,
facing the audience, who were seated
on and around the stage itself. The Owl
Answers told the story of Clara Pass-
more, the Bastard daughter of The
Richest White Man in Town and the
Woman who Cooked for him, and her
struggles with her own identity, and the
identity of her ancestors. Jessica
Pagan's direction of The Owl Answers
produced a riveting, sometimes jarring,
and completely thought- provoking
experience.

On Saturday night, February 19, I
attended two more productions, Hello
Out There and Dorothy is Dead. The for-
mer, written by William Saroyan and

lighting devices, and bars
all around the perimeter
of the theater space. Luce
Remy's directing brought
out the characters, emo-
tions, and conflicts within
Hello Out There with won-
derful clarity and feeling.
The acting, design, and of
course, directing of Hello
Out There were absolutely
superb endeavors.

Dorothy is Dead, per-
formed in Minor Latham
Playhouse Saturday and
Sunday nights was, as
mentioned earlier, written
and directed by Sherri

Kronfeld. Filled with plenty of witty dia-
logue Dorothy is Dead is a lively and
intriguing situational comedy. It
emphasized the talents of its writer,
director, designer, and actors in a piece
that made its audience both laugh and
think.

The efforts of all who have been
involved in bringing this first weekend
of the Senior Thesis Festival to life,
including all the directors, writers,
designers, actors, crew, advisors, man-
agers, and producers (senior Cory
Deluca in particular—the producer of
this year's Thesis Festival), have truly
produced a delightful collage of theatri-
cal accomplishment that does Barnard
College and Columbia University
proud.

Chava Brandriss is a Barnard first year
and bulletin sfoff writer
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Catie Curtis w/ Buddy and
Julie Miller
At The Bottom Line, (15W.4

St., between Greene and

Mercer) for more info call

(212)228-6300.

Admission is $20.

Cambridge, Mass based

singer/song-wrifer Catie Curtis

will delight you with incredibly

beautifully-crafted folk songs.

Fans of Kaia will surely adore

her, especially her gift as a

story-teller in the tradition of

Arlo Guthrie.

Elf Power w/ Summer Hymns
Af the Knitting Factory,

(74 Leonard Street between

Church and Broadway)

Admission is $8.

Elephant Six recording artists

Elf Power hail from the shiny,

happy city of Athens, GA,

home of R.E.M., and continue

in the proud Elephant Six love-

ly, effusive, lo-fi tradition.

March 9
The Mekons
Af Bower/ Ballroom (6 Delancy

Street at Bowery) for more

info, call (212) 533-2111.

Twenty-something years and

the Mekons are still going

strong, a true testament to the

longevity of punk rock As one

of punks most enduring acts,

music can't exist in a vacuum
by Anjali George

The proposition is as follows' Can it
strictly be said that music exists as an
entity in itself? Well, let's see. Why
don't we start by attempting to isolate
it.

Grunge, urn... no that doesn't seem
to work. The first thing that comes to
mind is the 1990s green-grubby -
ardigan-wearing-anti-hero
Kurt Cobain. It's a visual
reaction, and it's also
slightly nostalgic in tone, /'
but musical? Yes, it's that
too, but somehow the
sound of grunge seems *"
secondary to these other
associations. Now isn't
that odd.

So forget grunge. There
it goes, flying out of the win- \
dow. Why don't we attempt \
to abstract music a bit fur- '
ther and propose that pure
music is something on the
lines of Philip Glass stuff,
classical music, or jazz—
basically music that lacks
the heavy laden associa-
tions that comes with
words. This doesn't really
work either. When I think (
of Philip Glass I think of an
entire culture and
entourage of people asso-
ciated with his kind of music. Wouldn't
music historians be out of a job if jazz
and classical had nothing to do with
culture and history? No matter what,
even the "purer" forms of music have a
contextual tendency.

Now that that is all out of the way.
and it's clear that music does not exist
in a vacuum, let's discuss something far
more interesting. Music as a form of
communication Most people are music
lovers, and they're on the look out for
others who like the same stuff they like.
Music scenes, like punk, rave and
underground hip-hop are perhaps first
and foremost about the music, but they
are also inextricably linked with the

desire to share and reach out to kindred
folk. Hence the emergence of promo-
tional t-shirts. Why are we will'ng to
spend over $i5 00 on a i-shirt? Certain-
ly it's not because we're interested in
being a walking advertisement for
R.E.M.'s latest release. We're promoting
ourselves. "Hey, I want you to know that
I like R.E.M., and if you like R.E.M, well

then, let's talk." This form of commu-
nication can be very inviting.

Even if it's not a direct invita-
tion via the good-old band t-shirt,
you're accomplishing the same
basic goal by wearing the prop-
er attire that would single you

at as punk, raver, or goth. Con-
•X cert/club-wear gets co-opted

) by everyday-wear. Music and
><•/ life exist in symbolic syn-

chrony. However, it's impor-
tant to note that before this
music communication enters

the realm of external communi-
cation it should provide the
individual with a voice that
articulates the internal: per-
sonality and identity. In this
sense, Kurt Cobain and
Tupac Shakur are more
than musicians. They are
eternal spirits that
embody the confused,
sensitive, and angry
personalities of their
fans. When you spot

someone literally wearing them on
their chests, they are externalizing
something internal, something that
cannot be expressed as well with
words. This general rule can be applied
to punk apparel, raver apparel, goth
apparel, emo, etc...

If music communication is capable
of being inviting, then it makes sense
that it would also be capable of intimi-
dation. Music communication tends to
keep certain people at bay while letting
others in almost instantaneously.
Underground hip-hop definitely has
this tendency. Everyone is so con-
cerned with looking bad, cool, and non-
chalant at a show. It can be pretty sick-

connne marshall
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ening at times. Not to say that it's not a
useful tool—it can be useful to a limit-
ed extent. It acts as a screening mecha-
nism, a sort of filter if you will. To a
varying degree musical taste serves as
a criterion in the search, elimination,
and selection of friends and lovers,
depending on how heavily one associ-
ates personal philosophy with music.

As long as one is consistent with
that notion, all is well. However the
danger lies in the subordination of per-
sonality and identity to music culture.
Some people can live such contrived
lives through music culture, particular-
ly groupies and fanatics. These people
form close-knit communities speak
their own language, and basically iso-

late themselves from others, justifying
this alienating factor by claiming supe-
riority. Those who do fall into this trap
usually do so during their early- and
mid-teens. This is music communica-
tion gone sour. If this is the case then
when is it most ripe? Perhaps music
communication is at its most ripe,
mature, and sweet level when it breaks
its own rules and yet somehow remains
within the boundaries of communica-
tion by bringing together a "white-hat-
ter" and "punk" or any two people who
would have otherwise mutually over-
looked each other.

/An/a// George is a Barnard sophomore
ana1 the bulletin music editor.

want to hear new music bo-fore H's.eveh released?
write for the bulletin music section, and hear it

before it even ..hits the shelves!
callanialiatx42119

bum review
Molina dark, sultry but not melancholy
Opening with the epic "Black

Crow" and ending with the simplis-
tic ode, "Just a Little Spark," The
Lioness is song-
writer Jason Moli-
na's fourth and
most dynamic and
impassioned full-
length album to
date. Friends Aidan
Moffat and David
Gow of Arab Strap,
and Ali Roberts of
Appendix Out, con-
tributed, in addi-
tion to Songs: Ohia
veterans Geof Com-
ings and Jonathan Cargill, it is, on its
exterior, a touch darker than each of
its predecessors.

Jason Molina's desperate croon-
ing (reminiscient of Will Oldharn) is
beautifully painful and striking. It
truly adds to the self-reflexive
nature of this album. Perhaps it was

the damp, dark Scottish weather and
company that gave it the desperate
feel; yet at the core of The Lioness,

there is a warmth
and tenderness
unmatched by pre-
vious Songs: Ohia
recordings.

Indeed, this is a
dark and sultry
record, but not a
melancholy one. In
fact there is some-
thing special about
this one: many of
the painful truths
about love and loss

have been reworked time and again.
This album is about love in its foun-
dational and experiential stages,
once the excitement of newness is
gone.

Camella Clements is a Barnard sopho-
more and the bulletin music assistant.

musicpicks
. . .continued

The Mekons follow their own

little whims and fancies, the lat-

est of which is sex, sex, sex.

Anna Egge w/ the FlaHanders
At the Bottom Line (See March

3 for address and phone num-

ber). Admission is $20.

Outspoken Texan lesbian

singer/songwriter Anna Egge

will thrill you with her gruff,

incredibly human, yet very

lovely home-brewed tunes in

the great spirit of the folk enter-

tainer. Egge opens

for local heroes The

Flatlanders, who, despite their

NYC residency and

frequent appearances, never

fail to attract a sizable crowd.

The Magnetic Fields
At Bowery Ballroom (see

March 9 for address and

phone number).

Stephin Merritt, pop star extra-

ordinaire, jazzes indie rock up

with the Magnetic

Fields's signature vintage elec-

tronica sound. They just

Released not one,

not two, but THREE volumes of

love songs, most of which are

about looking for love but

bungling things up when it

comes time to score. Even so, it

seems unlikely that Merritt

could ever do wrong, especial-

ly when he's strumming his

\ ukulele.
V ^
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JOE'S PUB on top of the music scene
by Kelly McCoy

ing the overall ego in check.
Costs of performances tend to fall between $15 and $25,

In a city with a music scene that invents, reinvents, and which is steep for the average college bank account. But the
transforms itself with such momentum that nobody knows money will, most likely, be well spent on an evening of engag-
what's coming next, it is good to find a venue that stays ahead ing entertainment. This is a great place to go for a special occa-
of the game. Joe's Pub, at the Public Theater, is on top of this sion, a celebration, or a break from the usual dingy bar. Dress-
musical current and perpetu- up if you like, you won't be out

ating its innovation. T Pt'^ ill^t SflV tllP ^llOW«J
Named in honor of the -Llt;i b Jabl ***J> LlltJ »1W W»

Public Theater/New York
Shakespeare Festival founder,

Joseph Papp, Joe's Pub is a gj"j;her YOU lOVC „.
refuge for eclectic entertain- •> " "" ^ """ and holds performances week-
ment. Presenting perfor- flfl VO1* Or VOTl're W3.itill2! for '̂ ' Collaboration with the Pub-
mances of all types, as long as ' o »„ TK^O*^ nr^,\A^ ™Qrv,,

are a bit like gorgonzola—

of place, but average dress is
acceptable as well.

This venue is located next
door to the Public Theater,

DOtPTlt w^cn houses theater projects
*? anri hnlris nprfnrmanres wppk-

the vision is unique, the voice "Qlis fJUIlCCIlt
engaging, the message contro-
versial or the talent remark yOUf IllOUth.
able, Joe's Pub is a venue for
artists engaged in redefinition. Here complex, clever, and com-
pelling exploration is carried out nearly nightly.

Performances are chancy, but worth checking out. Attend-
ing an act without prior knowledge of the artist can result in
an amazing discovery, but also runs
the risk of being a not so pleasant
encounter. Let's just say, the shows
here are a bit like gorgonzola- either
you love their potent flavor, or
you're waiting for this pugent taste
to leave your mouth. Good or bad
though, the show will be anything
but boring. Personal taste aside,
almost all exhibitions here can be
respected for their degree of artistic
integrity and innovation.

The atmosphere is that of laid-
back elegance, complementing most
of the performances quite effectively. Seating at Joe's Pub is
general admission at tables, couches, and the bar. Food and
drink are available, with an offering of upscale entrees (around
$13) including pasta, chicken and salads. The bar is well
stocked and provides choices of high quality beer and mixed
drinks. The size of the room is relatively small, allowing for an
intimate experience which suits the overall atmosphere.

The decor of this venue is of cultivated grace. Beautiful
tables, lighting, and generous couches make the experience
somehow exciting, as though seeing performance here is real-
ly a night out on the town. At times, however, the atmosphere
begins to reek of tiend and money. The schmooze-factor could
be high here, but the performances draw a varied crowd, keep-

tO

lie Theater provides many
options for Joe's Pub to
explore concerning its aim and
function. The Public, as it is
known, draws a crowd with a

taste for the intellectual and the experimental. This attitude
creates a strong patron base for Joe's Pub, allowing for free-
dom that a club on its own would not be able to financially
risk. The management is allowed liberty when booking acts,
courtesy www.publictheater.ora resulting in an assortment of acts -

Joe's Pub transcends the labels of
musical genre. Acts range from
hip-hop to folk, offering blues,
spoken-word, opera, and all types
of genre-breaking music.

The Pub is open every day
from 6pm to 4am, offering a pre-
theater menu from 6 to 7:30. The
regular menu is served until mid-
night. Because of the connection
with the theater, the restaurant
may become busy, but when the

inviting theater crowd clears out, it is a
nice place to chill, schmooze, and enjoy live music.

Tickets for most Joe's Pub events are available for pur-
chase by charge over the phone. The number for this is (212)
239-6200. The Public Theater Box Office also sells tickets to
Joe's Pub events. It is located at 425 Lafayette St and is open
Sunday and Monday from l-6pm and Tuesday through Satur-
day from l-7:30pm. Tickets to some events, however, are cash
only at the door.

Joe's Pub is located at 425 Lafayette between 4 St. and
Astor PL Seats are general admission, so get there early.

Kelly McCoy is a Barnard sophomore and bulletin staff writer.
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check out these Joe's Pub events. . .
this week's events
Wednesday, March 1. 8:30pm. Admission is $20. IN THE
WAITING ROOM OF TEE 2isi CENTURY; Noiesjrom
the Jazz Life. A small jazz band accompanies the spoken word of
poet and journalist Hattie Gossett. Described by The New York
Times as "hauntingly poetic," this event is ideal for those seeking
the cooler side of New York night life. A Sultry, calm, and shaded
atmosphere—escape from the city smog into this smoky groove.

Thursday, March 2. 8:30pm. Admission is $15. Anthony & The
Johnsons. Self described as "big band horns, strings, and ethe-
real sound," Anthony & The Johnsons perform at Joe's Pub fre-
quently. If you can't make it to this week's performance, future
listings can be viewed on the Joe's pub web site, located at
www.publictheater.org/joespub.cfm.

Friday, March 3. 8:30pm. Cash only at door. Black Rock
Coalition. This event is a tribute to the music of Curtis Mayfield,
legendary groove/funk vocalist, instrumentalist, and songwriter.
Selections of his work will be performed by various artists.

Sunday, March 5.8pm. Admission is $20. Opera Goes Public:
Amy Burton & John Musto. This performance and discus-
sion, featuring prominent classical singers, contemplates a redef-
inition of the art form. Musical director Brian Zeger hosts 25 min-
utes of singing, followed by a dialogue about the breaking down of
boundaries between opera, recital, classical, and vernacular

music. This event provides an exploration and expansion of the
current constructs of classical music.

Wednesday. March 8. 8:30pm. Admission is $25. Bill Charlap.
An evening of jazz featuring this acclaimed pianist, with Peter
Washington on bass and Kenny Washington on drums, suits
the laid back elegance of Joe's Pub.

upcoming events
Tuesday, March 14.8pm. Cash only at door. The Moth. A troupe
of storytellers share their skill for fantastic, comedic, and all
together entertaining tales. Find a haunting narrative lurking in
the back of your own mind. Free audience involvement and
energy—shut outs, taunting, exclamations—add to the impact of
this impressive evening.

Thursday, March 23 through Sunday, March 25. 8:30pm.
Admission is $20 Cash only at door. Kurt Filing. Half comedi-
an, half old-school jazz vocalist, Kurt Elling performs selections
from his three Blue Note recordings. Performance will include
original works as well as jazz standards.

Tuesday, March 28 through Wednesday, April 5. 8:30pm.
Admission is $30. Virginia Rodrigues."Nos" a tribute to the
carnival music of Rodrigues's native state of Bahia, is celebrated at
this CD release party. Hailed by The New York Times as the "new
voice of Brazilian music," Virginia Rodrigues presents a revision
on the sounds of Brazil.

a bum review
Lo Fidelity AllStars' combination of rap and techno not for everyone

Listening to Lo Fidelity All Stars
newest compilation is like going on a
long road trip with someone else's mix
tape in the deck. The beautiful thing is
that it is full of the kind of raw spirit and
buck wild fun reminiscent
of any labored-over mix
tape. At the same time, it is
riddled with the exclusivity
and oddities that make
someone else's mix-tape,
well, someone else's.

Recorded live in the Lo
Fidelity bedroom/studio,
the crew claims it is a "tes-
tament to every insane party before or
since." True to their claim, it begins
with none other than the booty shaking
mantra of the summer of 96, "No Diggi-
ty," that though admittedly cheesy and
lacking in any hint of musical talent,

makes one fondly remember a forty and
a blunt in the backyard (or something
equally enjoyable for the less ghetto.)

The fame stops there for the most
part, with the rest of the album com-

prised of lesser known
talent like Super Collider
and Wildstyle Bob Nim-
ble. KRS-One does con-
tribute the love'y "You
Must Learn" vvhich still
stands as one of the front
running songs in mean-
ingful rap. No one could
help but love Jungle

Brothers (with a quick cameo by the
beautiful Q-Tip) on their track, "Black is
Black." In true individual flare, the Lo
Fidelity Allstars even include an enjoy-
able trip back in time with Felice Taylor
singing "1 Can Feel Your Love" that

sounds almost as supreme as the girls
themselves.

Unfortunately, as much as the party
is banging, it is also undeniably an
invite-only. In other words, this album,
with its smattering of jungle beats, old-
school raps, and random techno throw-
ins is not for the uneducated. The lis-
tener who will truly appreciate this
album is one who not only likes to have
a little fun, but knows something about
the recent history of rap and techno,
and has an ear for creative compila-
tions. The top 40 diva will find herself
swimming in a sea of no-name artists
and "weird" tracks. But, If you've par-
tied with Lo Fidelity before, or if you just
have a couple old-school skeletons in
the closet, this album will make you feel
like a Saturday night.

—Courtney E. Martin
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MARDI G
Spring Break 2000

With No Regrets!
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Come Celebrate Spring Break and AAardi Sras!
Take a break and enjoy

MUSIC, FOOD, GIVEAWAYS
Mclntosh at Lunchtime

Tuesday, March 7

Sponsored'byMe Ac, College Activities, Alcohol and Substance Abuse Prevention Program,
Rape Crisis Anti-Violence Support Center, Well-Woman
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sea of corf-e?

desert -

A total immersion experience
Environrrenta! science in Anzona - 16 Ivy League credits

Spena a semeste^ at Biosphere 2 Center
the saire TiJ'fo^ >ou oa> at ColuTb

Earth Semester/Un~verse Semester: Sept ember- December 2(
www.oio2.edu/ 800-992-4603 / email - anzona@bio2.edu



find ethnic eats in lower manhattan

by Stacey McMath

A few months ago, a friend of mine
came to stay with me, and (good tour
guide that I am) I made up a list of
about eighty things that we needed to
do. Tea at the Plaza Hotel, skating at
Rockefeller Center, and riding the
carousel in Central Park topped the
list. However, by far the
most interesting and memorable thing
that we did was have dim sum on Sun-
day morning in Chinatown.

We took the 1/9 to Canal Street and
wandered up past Little Italy toward
the Bowery, past carts selling roasted
ducks and fried rice, and past the
strong-smelling (and sometimes still
moving) wares of the fish markets. The
particular establishment that we ended
up in was The Golden Unicorn, at 18 E.
Broadway (212/941-0911). This is not
the only place in Chinatown that
serves up this fascinating experience;

By Samara Klein

Little India is located in the East Vil-
lage, on First Avenue between Fifth and
Sixth Streets. There are dozens of Indi-
an restaurants, each with something
special to offer. The prices and quality
do not differ drastically from one to the
other, so you can just pick one and go
with it Some have live Indian music for
your dining pleasure. If you are going in
the spring or summer, ! recommend
Royal Indian Cuisine at 93 First Ave.
They have a garden m the back,
canopied with Indian tapestries, which
is a find for any smoker, they will let
you enjoy a cigarette in the garden after
your meal

The Milon Bangladesh Restaurant,
also at 93 First Ave., but on the second

there are a lot of places to choose from,
and some even offer all-vegetarian dim
sum for those with a fear of unidenti-
fied organ meats.

The main dining room of The Gold-
en Unicorn is filled with huge round
tables sporting pink tablecloths, water,
and tea You sit down, they give you a
ticket, and the fun begins. There are as
many as fifty steaming push-carts on
the floor at any one time, pushed by
women who may or may not be able to
tell you in English what it is they are
serving. Dumplings, spare-ribs, pork
buns, vegetables, fried shrimps and
mussels are only a few of the things
that they have to offer. If it looks good,
you try it, and if you love it, you chase
after the cart screaming for more.
Some places have a line for fresh
seafood, prepared in a variety of ways.

This is not the activity to pursue if
you want a calm, quiet Sunday brunch.
The air is filled with the sounds of peo-

ple speaking Chinese, babies chatter-
ing, cart-pushers shouting, and frantic
hosts
calling for the river of people to follow
them to tables. If you go in a small
group, you will be seated faster, but if
you go as a big group, you may get your
own table.

It's not a terribly expensive
endeavor, but plan to spend at least
$15 to get the full experience. The
items are listed on the ticket in Chi-
nese, so it is virtually impossible to tell
how much your total will be until you
get to the cash register. But it is defi-
nitely worth it. Take a risk, order some-
thing you may not be able to identify,
and allow yourself to be carried away
by what is probably one of the most
interesting Sunday-morning activities
in Manhattan.

Stacey McMath is a Barnard junior and
bulletin New York City Living editor.

floor, is covered-and I mean really cov-
ered!-with funky wallpaper, flashing
Christmas lights, and sparkling decora-
tions. If you whisper to the waiter that
it's your friend's birthday, they will con-
clude your evening with a garish birth-
day extravaganza. The lights go low, an
Indian disco version of Happy Birthday
plays, and a spotlight shines on the
lucky individual. When the rest of the
customers are clapping along and your
friend is a deep red, the waiter appears
with a dish of mango ice cream adorned
with a birthday candle.

Very few of these restaurants have
liquor licenses, but they do allow you
to bring your own bott'e of wine So,
with a store-bought bottle of wine and
menu full of items that don t exceed
$10, you and a friend can thoroughly

stuff yourselves under twenty dollars. If
you are a vegetarian, it helps because it
narrows down the extensive list to
twenty choices rather then sixty. One of
my all-time favorites is banana fritters,
an appetizer. I know, it sounds a bit
strange, but trust me, they are truly
delicious.

How do they provide their cus-
tomers with fun and cheap dining? I
don't know My friend has a theory that
there is one kitchen running under First
Avenue and all the waiters from the sep-
arate restaurants dart through tunnels
to fetch your order. I doubt it, but it's a
great image I don't question how such
enterprises stay afloat, I just enjoy
them

Samara Klein is a Barnard sophomore .
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looking for love in strange places

/ \
. o f) \>>

by Mita Mallick

0 ~V> r^ w It's Sunday after-
J^w ^ ^^^4J* c ^?* noon, a few weeks

back. My friend and I
are walking along Ams-

terdam Avenue in
silence, both knowing

what we're about to do. The
secret that we alone share.

The secret which will now be exposed in this column. So
there we are, between 83rd and 84th Street. 489 Amsterdam
Avenue. We glance inside and all around, paralyzed by the
thought that we might see a familiar face. Then, with courage,
we enter.

We enter into Drip.
My friend of course wishes to remain anonymous, so I

shall refer to her as Jann. I have no choice in whether or not
my identity is revealed. When you have a column such as
mine, humiliation, embarrassment, well let's just say they are
no longer factors for consideration. My darkest moments are
out there, sprawled on the tables of Mclntosh for the student
body to spill mustard and soda all over.

For sometime Jann would call me in her melancholy state,
discussing the lack of men in her life. Like many of us, she was-
n't meeting anyone interesting. "We should join a nunnery," or
"I'm going to die alone" were common "Jann-esque" phrases. I
would try to comfort her as any friend would do, "Jann you're
an attractive, intelligent, and a dynamic person with so many
different interests. It's just that we live in a twisted reality, a
place called Barnard."

What did we need men for anyway? We were doing well for
ourselves. But lately many of my friends were not following my
"it's great to be single" philosophy. My friends, one by one,
were falling prey to this epidemic of dating. So then there were
two. Me and Jann. None of this was comforting to her.

I have always had this dream of being Jane Austen's
"Emma." Surely I am no Gwyneth Paltrow, but the idea of
matching my friends together strikes me as being such a won-
derful, humanitarian deed. Only one thing has been in my way
on my quest to be "Emma": I know far too many single women
and not enough single men. My plan was foiled.

But not quite. All I needed was a large pool, a gigantic base
of single, moldable men to work from. That's where my new
friend Drip came in. Jann was to be my first shot.

For those of you unfamiliar with Drip, it's a cafeE/bar on
the Upper West Side. Drip is small and cozy, filled on weekend
afternoons with many posing with their laptops under the
guise of studying. For ten dollars, you can fill out a detailed
form and join their dating service. Your identity on the form is
marked with a five digit number. Your laminated form is placed
in one of the mart}- binders: "Men seeking Women", "Women
seeking Men", "Women seeking Women" or "Men seeking

Men." To order someone is three dollars. So you sift through
the stacks of binders and read through what people have to
say about themselves. If you like someone, you go up to the
cashier, cough up the three dollars, and request to meet them.
The cashier looks them up in the computer and marks it down.
She'll tell you their first name, and Drip contacts the person
ordered and tells them your i.d. number and first name. Drip
then sets the two of you up on a first date at —where else —
their cafeE. Where you meet, check each other out, and order
a drink or two, only if the other person agrees to meet you.

Jann agreed to follow my advice. So there we were on Sun-
day afternoon, my pathetic attempt at being Emma. Jann was
embarrassed to ask for the form, so I got it and we sat down,
filling it out together. Randomly I picked out a binder and we
sat side by side, flipping through one form after another of
men seeking women. "5'4"?" I shrieked. "Ha! Nope," I flipped
past the form.

"What about this one?" Jann said.
"Looks are the only thing that matters to him? I don't think

so." One by one I vetoed.
"Oh, his favorite vacation spot is Greece!" she said.
"And he also likes to do the jitterbug. Yeah right." I said. I

wasn't about to show any mercy. Her three dollars would be
put to good use.

They were "self-educated." Disgusting forty-five year old
men looking for a young twenty-something. They were looking
for blonds. Only whites. Only Jewish girls. Some admitted they
were students of Columbia University. They promised to put
the toilet seat down, do the dishes, and rub your feet at night.
Geez, who said anything about marriage? A date to brag to all
your friends about would be sufficient enough.

Some were so honest it brought tears to my eyes. Sarcasm
not intended. He wasn't so smart, he claimed, not a book-
worm, and often didn't have intelligent things to say, but he
had a kind heart and, as a carpenter, hoped to build the house
of his dreams someday.

One and a half hours later, we, or maybe I, had narrowed it
down to three choices for Jann. The medical student, the
lawyer, and the consultant. Jann's choice: the lawyer.

My conclusion: too many sad and lonely people drifting in
this huge city. Too many kind and interesting people just float-
ing. Like me and Jann, many of you I am sure have reservations
about a place like Drip. But you know what —it's a new centu-
ry. A new time, a strange time to be in the single world. It's a
different place than Austen's world. Whether you meet some-
one through a friend, your grandmother, or Drip, each experi-
ence makes you a richer person. We all need an Emma adapt-
ed to our times, scouring the dating scene 2000 style. What
would Emma do? Probably think of new ways to get her friends
to meet people. Become a frequent visitor at a place called
Drip.

Mita Mallick is a Barnard senior and bulletin columnist.
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in defense of John McCain
By Renee Germ

All right, I have been called a lot of names in my meager
twenty years. Some of which would really not be appropriate
to share in this context. However, in all of those various titles
the word 'Republican' has never, EVER, surfaced. That's why
what I am about to say may seem scary (for you and for me).
HOORAY FOR McCAIN!!! Before all of you wonderfully liberal,
radical, or independent Barnard women start foaming at the
mouth (as I would hope for), let me explain.

I strongly disagree with him philosophically on almost
everything. I don't like the idea of former military men in the
executive office. But on a
more superficial level, I like
what he and his win in the VVll \ 16 I S t i l l
New Hampshire primary

ofrepresent.
Maybe this stems from

an oh-god-anyone-but-Bush
perspective. If you've been
keeping up with the cam-

$13
at the number

I picture

eating ratnen noodles
paign you have probably on his campaign bus when
gotten at least a few min- ^» _ ^4

whoppingcompcwe6 tc
$68.7 tmflm

utes of that nauseous feel-
ing. But you might have
seen more.

So far in this campaign,
McCain has really been the
only candidate that has had the chutzpah to do more than
talk about an issue that is long overdue: campaign finance
reform. Yesterday's paper gave a few rough estimates about
the candidates' current bankrolls. George W. Bush has a total
of $68.7 million, while McCain has $13.6 million. While I still
gasp at the number of $13 million, I picture McCain eating
ramen noodles on his campaign bus when compared to
Bush's whopping $68.7 million. With that much money Bush
really doesn't have to show up at any events, or do any actu-
al campaigning. The simple fact that McCain essentially bet
everything on the results of this primary tells me a lot. The
simple fact that the New Hampshire voters realized that fact,
gives me a grape-nut of hope.

I know, I know, optimism in politics is basically a dirty
word, but that's what McCain's campaign seems to be invok-
ing and that's exactly what American politics needs right
now. While it's likely that campaign finance may never be
mentioned again in the tenure of the next president (whether
it's McCain or not) at least its now on the radar screen.

Right about now you might be thinking, "alright, but what
about abortion?" Well, what about it? Obviously none of
these candidates are ideal protectors of Roe v. Wade. But we

have seen the right to choose under fire even with a Democ-
rat President. So what is really in a name anyway? Especially
when we are talking about political parties in the U.S. Candi-
dates and elected officials alike mostly wear their party affil-
iation like a name brand— Tommy Hilfiger or Calvin Klein
maybe. They say more about what the person would like us
to think they represent rather than what they really do rep-
resent.

Call me a realist, but on this issue 1 think we just have to
look for the littlest of all evils. Yes, McCain has been a bit
wishy-washy on the abortion question. But with the right to
choose isn't that what we want — someone who realizes that

the issue is beyond their
scope and moral opinion?
Frankly, all of the candi-
dates except Bush seem
like they would be mal-
leable on this issue. Fur-
thermore, McCain has said
that "in the short term or
even the long term" he
would not support the
repeal of the Supreme
Court's 1973 decision.

In my ideal election
there would be a strong
third party candidate that
was not just middle-of-the-

roading-it. Obviously I'm a long way off. So what can I vote
for? The fact is that if elected, none of these candidates will
probably look the same to us as they do now. It's probably
extremely difficult to agree with every issue that they stand
for now. So I've resigned myself to trying to pick the candi-
date who I believe will do the best job of balancing his
responsibilities and our interests. Specific policies and plat-
forms often dissolve into nothing once that candidate is
actually in office.

Finally, and maybe best of all, I'm happy about McCain's
victory in New Hampshire because it's a slap in the face to
Bush's presumptuousness. George Junior needs to wipe that
snide grin off his face, and realize that this campaign repre-
sents the idea that party affiliation means less and less Real-
ize that not only are most eligible voters middle-class, but
now middle of the spectrum. A strong base of independents
secured McCain's victory in New Hampshire. While the name
"independent" can mean a variety of things, for McCain it
has come to mean really working for a nomination Call me
old-fashioned, but I like that.

Renee Gerni is a Barnard sophomore and bulletin staff writer
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you've got a voice—now use it!
By Courrine M. Knight

In the middle of New York City, Bernard College finds itself
smack in the center of a cultural melting pot. This diversity of
both thought and people lends itself to an increased clamor
for political activism. From writing on sidewalks to outright
protests, New Yorkers have a firm grip on political efficacy.
Few Barnard students come to New York without knowledge of
the words John Stuart Mill echoed in On Liberty, emphasizing
that if one wishes to reap the benefits of society one has the
civil duty to participate in it. With that in mind, what does
activism mean to you?

It is a widely accepted theory that one is more liberal and
politically active during the college years. Political culture is
often formulated on the basis of the groups we belong to in
society ranging from family and friends to religion. At Barnard,
the statistics are no differ-
ent. Students like first-year
Megan Romigh, a devout
Republican, and first-year
Carrol Hand, an emphatic
Democrat, report that family
values played a huge role in
the formulation of their
political identities. Politics
was an issue of discussion in
both of their families each
made stronger by their
respective experiences liv-
ing in the city on an every-
day basis. Hand echoed
many of her fellow students
when she said, "It is amazing
how like our parents we are."

Others though have not
found their political niche. As many have noticed it is easy to
loose track of the real world between studies and the rush of
the day. Yet, voting is one of the most precious rights guaran-
teed to all United States citizens over the age of eighteen by
the twenty-sixth amendment and is a right women fought for
in America for decades. In short, it is a virtual right of pas-
sage

On a wider scope, the United States of America was built
on the foundation that it would have a people's government.
As a part of a representative democracy this makes it the
responsibility of each individual to stand up for his personal
beliefs for the good of society. America is a nation in which
66% of its citizens vote in elections on national and state lev-
els. Yet, political activism takes on another aspect. It is the
phone call made to one's senator to voice one's opinion, or the
attendance of President Shapiro's "Barnard What's it to Ya?"
program. Earlier in the year Barnard's campus became the
scene of a fervor of activism when students gathered to march

down Broadway in protest of Columbia's sexual-misconduct
policy. It was a shining moment for the College, the University,
and the nation when students raised their voices in protest.
The fight for revision is not over however, and activism con-
tinues to take a quieter stance behind the scenes.

Yet, this just touches the surface on the extent of political
activism to be found at Barnard. While attempting to find out
who its students are as individuals and as members of society,
the University called on students to put a foot forward for
their future in Voterpalooza '99. Many turned out to register
for the first time in their respective states and others regis-
tered in New York to have a say in the community of which
they have become a part.

Activism on Barnard's campus has gone beyond the realm
of the Columbia community. Firm in the belief that every vote
is important, first-year Kristen Peters was among the several

bra Crock Barnard students who used
activism to campaign for
Senator John McCain in the
New Hampshire primaries.
When asked about her
strong convictions Peters
stated, " I'm politically
active because I believe that
we as individuals and citi-
zens have a civic duty to
ourselves, our peers, and
our country to care about
our future."

Furthermore, as part of
the New York community
students have the unique
opportunity to closely track
the progress of Hilary Clin-
ton's race for the senate

seat and to judge the ethics of her move to New York against
New York City's current mayor, Rudolph Giuliani, a native born
New Yorker. Megan Romigh. a New York resident, commends
Hilary Clinton for her feminist ideology, yet she is most
adamant in her belief that Clinton's politics have no place in
New York. "She has done nothing for this state and has no
knowledge of what it means to be a New Yorker," said Romigh.
Others point out that Hilary's track record as an active First
Lady speaks volumes. However, Giuliani has served the state
of New York in a variety of capacities ranging from United
States District Judge for the South District to his currently
held position.

While you are at Barnard the opportunity is at hand to grab
hold of your future and to make a difference. In many
instances, it only takes one voice, one vote, and one single
protest to change the world as we know it.

Courrine M Knight is a Barnard first-year
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THIS SUMMER
IN NEW YORK

Two sessions:
June 5-Jufy 13/Jufy 17- August 24
Day, evening, and weekend
undergraduate and graduate courses

Low tuition for visiting students;
Undergraduate: NYS residents $!60/credit;
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in residence
Barnard or
University d

halls at
Columbia

I'

Participating halls include:
Sulzberger Tower

East Campus
601 W. 110th St.

Hogan
Plimpton
Buggies

600, 616, and 620 W, 116th St.
47 Ciaremont

For further information, please cali
the Office of Residential Life and

Housing at x45561 or send an e-mail to
housing @ barnard.edu

or check out our homepage at
nito / wvv.v barnard edu/reslife.You can aiso
cai! Columbia University Residence Halts

at X42781 or
check out their homepage at

http//\wAv.coIumbia.edu/cu/resha!ls

C3

How: Form groups of 2 to 8 students. To reg-
ister, your group must have a minimum
50% Barnard students or 50%
Columbia students.

To live in Barnard halls
When: NEW! Friday March 17-Tuesday

March 21
ON-LINE
Wednesday March 22
11:00a,m,-7p.m.

Where: James Room on 3/22 ONLY

To live in Columbia halls
When: Tuesday, March 7

Wednesday, March 8
Thursday, March 9

Where: John Jay Hai!
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