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Life and its infricacies never cease to
amaze me. The other night | was going
to a show with two friends, and one of
them saw her friend on the subway. We
talked for a bit, and then he got off the
train 1o eat dinner with his parents. We
kept going. Meanwhile, there was also
a couple on the train whom | only
noticed because they were taking up a
lot of room with bogs and crutches and
whatnot. So la-di-da, we went 1o the
show, it was fun, we came home. Guess
who was on the hrain, The space-hog-
ging couple. Siting right across from us.
| was just getting over this amazing coin-
cidence when who popped In the door,
buf the dinner-eating boy. Al six of us, in
the same subway car once agadin.
Euplain that one, sclence.

Maybe we all have this magnetism
which was suddenly and ephemerdily
opposing, so we all clustered together
for those few moments and now we're
back to "normal” again. Humans ae,
as | once saw the reference made on (f
mernoy serves comect) Star Trek eswen-
tiglly “bogs of water” and therefore
pichably under the conhol of lagea
forces of nature we don't even know
about. Call it what you will, | like fo call
it some sorl of fate.

it's kind of a weird concepl, fate
Confusing, In that if our lives are diready
planned out for us, then what is the pur-
pose of making decisions? How much is
a person in charge of her own fate? Of

another's fate? If it does exist, what s

the deciding entity? It may help to
believe in fate, as it somewhat orders
and gives purpose to our existence
here. It's also an edsy answer fo bog-
gling questions like, “How did dli six of us
end up on the subway car together
again?” Fate

| went to Pars for spring break. On
the plane ride, 1 sat naxt to a German
man for a little while. It was very early in
the moming, he was fired. He was
young; maybe thirty or so. He had 1o
move his bag for me to sit down. Then i
had to move aside for him te go o the
bathroom. At that poini, the food
came. | chose a ham sandwich for him
so the flight atendant wouldn't poss
hitn by. He came back and thanked
me, and caie . We landed, and |
haven't seen him since. | will probably
never see him again, He is somewhere
in Europe, probably. Maybe Pans,
maybe Munich, maybe not. But there is
a petson somewhere n the world |
shaled g momert with walking crounc
with skin celis generated perhaps fiom
the pioteri n thar hom sandwach |
chose for him. We passed through the
neclk of ihe Coke botle of ife, and now
we're poured out, going oui separate
ways And I'm feling you ahout him.
Maybe you
know him, prob- *
ably not, Life is .
funny like that.

~

Qay he moves his hips

ONTRI-
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Kim, the newest addition o the Buv-
fetin's aver-changing iustrious staff,
is Managing Editor. Originaly from
New Jersey,
this first-year (R

came o Bamard so that she could
become the sfrong, independent
woman the calalog advertised.
She’s oy her way: when asked about
her inferests, Kim says she prefars
toilet paper fo unravel from the top of
ihe toll, rather than the bottom.
Why? “It's more prachcal that way.”

Sonal, also from New Jersey, 15 a

favorite? She oites Grover, even

though she 15 aware thal he s not
from The Muppefs, but Sesame
Streed. She says one's personality is
secrelly revealed in the Muppet (or,
n fis case, Sesame Sfreef} prefer-
ence This week, Sonal writes for the

fisie sachion of the goys of ol

U
Columpist ﬂﬁk@;m . e

?q“ gy i gv
Mtz Mallick 1slor 2

from Mitford, Massachusctis. Ajunior
and Anthropology major, Mia's
obsession 15 not toilet paper-direc-
tion, nor Muppets; it is the Lafin stud
Ricky Martin, best known for his
suave Puerto Rico ads; she likes the
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Barnard Events CaIendar...March3°1‘;:Apr|I 8

“inmovation and
Experimentation in
Contemporary
American Poetlry”
A threo-day confer-
ence featuring
Matjorie Fetioif,
Jotie Graham, Lucie
Brock- Broido, and
many others,
Registration is
required.

APRIL 8

Women Poets of
Barngrd
Conterence Kicl-off
avent

Evening Reading
with reception
8-10pm

*for other important
dates, please see
Bear Essentfials on

page 5

; posed © prevent miIscar-

By Elizabeth Flesher

“Toxic exposure affects the most private
parts of our lives. 1t farces us to give language
to things that we otherwise might not talk about
in public—hody patts, intimate relationships,
the future we want to fake
for granted.” Judith Helfand
refuses fo remain sient

about the effects of toxic ]
PR

exposure I everyone’s
hives and on March 11 she
came fo share her person-
al erpenences with the By,
Barnard commuty.

When Juchth was twen-
ty-five years old she was
dhagnosed with DES-elal- §
ed cervical cancer. BES
was & medication given o
pregnanl women in ihe
fifhes, sixties and early sev-
enties, which was sup-

Judlfh Heifand

mother had taken, this film forces the viewer t
consider the effects of toxic substances in our
bodies and in our environment, and in our econ-
omy.

“DES does not exist in isolation but is par
of a much larger story in American society o

Photo by Jestica Jaffe widespread exposure tc

inadequately tested syn-
| thetic chemicals.” says Dr.
g Philip J. Landrigan ir
w Reflections on A Heallhy
Baby Girl. “In the years
since WWII
75,000 new chemical com-
| pounds have besn devel-
¥ oped, and are being usec
b in drugs, pesticide, fooo

more than

% addiives, cosmetics, anc
B indusinal chemicals. Fewer
g than half of these chemr-
B cais have been tested for
§ their polential toxicity to
humans, and fewer sfill
have been fested for theii

I nage It was later leamned that DES had no

effect on whether a felus was camied to ferm,
but it was carcinogenic, causing comphications
for both the mother and her child.

Wishing to somehow give a purpose fo her
struggle she decided to document her sickness
and recovery Two weeks after her diagnosis
she had a hysterectomy to remove the cancer,
and with that surgery A Healthy Baby Girl, her
documentary, began and ended only after five
years of filming.

Exploring her individual battle, the develop-
ment of her relationships in the context of toxic

q exposure, and her fight with the drug company

who manufactured the medication which her

potential fo cause toxic effects in fetuses ano
the very young Thiough our headless behavior
our saciely is by default conducting a massive
chnical foxicological trial. In this trial our children
and our children's children are the experimenia
subjects.”

The presentation of both the film and the
discussion afterwards urged everyone fo take
responsibility for the effects toxic elements have
in our lives. To get more information or to
become active in the fight to clean up our bod-
ies and our environment you cam visi
hitp:/fwww.itvs.org/babyg.

Elizabeth Flesher is a Bamard first-year.




THE WRITING FELLOWS PROGRAM is looking for
students who enjoy reading, writing and communicat-
ing. You don't need t b an English major! For more
information, please come fo the annual Wiiting
Fellows PIZZA PARTY on Monday, Aprl 5, 5-8pm in
the Writing Center {121 Reid). You can also call
x42724 with questions about the Wiiting Fellows
Program. Risirxg sophomores and juniors may apply.
Applications are available in the English Department
office, 417 Bamard, and in The Wiiting Center The
application deadline is Friday, April .

CORRECTIONS TO THE LIMITED ENROLLMENT
LIST: BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES: Only sign-ups for
BC1001, 2002, and 2003 will be posted on fhe ninth
fioor bulletin board; for alf other Bamard Biology
courses on the Limited Enrollment List, sign up in
1203 Altschul. COMPARATIVE LITERATURE: CPL
V3950, Junior Colloquivm in Lierary Theory, will be
offered in the spring; sign up will take place during the
fall Limited Enroliment period.

PROGRAM PLANNING MEETINGS FOR MAJORS
AND PROSPECTIVE MAJORS: Be sure to check for
updated hstings outside the Dean of Siudies Office
and on the hullefin board of the Registrar's Office
Contact depariments not bsled below in order to make
appoiniments.

ANTHROPOLOGY: Monday, Apl 19, 4pm, 227
Mibank ARCRITECTURE: Monday, Apni 5, 12.30-
1-30pm, 306A Bamard ART FISTORY: Monday,
Apnl 12, 11am, Sulzberger Parlor BIOLOGY:
fonday, April 12, 12pm, 903 Allschul CHEMISTRY:
Tuesday, Apnl 13, 12pm, Altschul Atnum. COMPUT-
ER SCIENCE: Monday, Apnl 19, 5pm, 237 Mibank

editors letter to the editor sietter to the editor e letter to

Dear Bullefin,

As the Leaming Disabilities Specialist with
the Office of Disability Services (0DS), I found
your column in the Bulletin (3/3/99) of particu-
lar interest. At QDS we offer services to stu-
dents with permanent and temporary disabili-
ties, including students with learning disabili-

Hall. ECONOMICS: Thursday, Aprl 22, 12-1pm, 202
Altschul .EDUCATION: Wednesday, Apnl 14, 12-
1pm, 328 Milbank ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE:
Thursday, Aprl 8, 5pm, 530 Altschul.FRENCH:
Wednesday, Apel 7, 4:10pm, 306 Milbank..HISTORY:
Thursday, Aptil 8 4pm, The Deanery, Hewitt ITAL-
1AN: Tuesday, April 6, 4-5:30pm 318
Mibank..MUSIC:  Thursday, Apnl 15, 11am, 319
Mibank {Music Office). PAN AFRICAN STUDIES:
Thursday, Aprl 8, 5pim, 329 Milbank. . PHILOSOPHY:
Tuesday, Apnl 6, 11:55am, 326 Milbank POLITICAL
SCIENCE: Monday, April 5, 12:30pm, 421
Lehman PSYCHOLOGY: Monday, Apnl 12,
12.15pm, 405 WMilbank. SLAVIC: Wednesday, Apnl
7, 4pm, 226 Mibanl STATISTICS: Wednesday, April
7. 1030am, 601 Mathematic. URBAN STUDIES:
Monday, Apnl 12, 4pm, Sulzberger Notth
Tower. WOMEN'S STUDIES: Wednesday, Apnl 14,

6-7pm, Center for Research on Women, 101 Barnard

ALL HISTORY MAJORS: Sign-up far Fall ‘99 History
seminars are due by Frday, Apnl 2 Applicabions and
semnar lists are on the bulietin board across from the
History Office, 415 Lehman Please refum applica-
tions to maibox #36 of the History Office Seniors

must il out the yeliow form.

SENIORS: If you have not yet filed a cap and gown
arder form, please do so immediately i the Dean of

Studies Office. Additional forms are available, f needed

SENIORS INTENDIHG TO TAKE EARRARD
CLASSES IN FALL "99: I vou have nol recewved lhe
Limuted Enroliment List and the Farfy Diectory of

Classes, please see Dean Schneider, 105 Mibank

ties and psychiatnc disorders. You describe
yourself as one who chooses to read every
itern on a professoris syllabus, even if you
secretly harbor the suspicion that it 15 not
always necessary or even expected of you.
Because students with disabilities often have
difficulties with respect to the rapid processing
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of infermation, thoroughly reading every entry
i a syllabus presents unique and significant
challenges For example, oneis disabihty may
take on the form of a weakness in the area of
reading including the efficient decoding of
individual words andlor an understanding of
an authoris use of syntax and =

news [5]




With the addition of Lerner Hall, the new
student center at Columbia, it is not only
Mcintosh's bowling alley that is being ques-
tioned, it is the entire Mcintosh Student
Center. “Right now, we're in the exploratory
stage of trying to assess what students
want,” says Joe Bertoline, Director of Col-
tege Activities.

“We're thinking about the Melintosh Stu-
dent Center in general, but the bowling alley
is under more specufation because if's not
as mutti-purpose as the rest of the Student
Center.” Last semester, Posman’s Books
was temporarily located in the bowling alley
and it was only recently reopened hocause

it required cleaning and there was a fack of
Photo by Jamile Hordy

M bowling afiey close’

stuoenis 1o work ihere.

Accarding to Bertoling, Barnard is trying
{o gauge how much the bowting alley is real-
ly being used, who is using it, and when. He
also commented thal nol many siudenis
come to Mcintosh after Spm, “we need lo
hear from students on how and what io do
with Mclntosh."

Bertolino added that there will be some
type of survey through the Student Govern-
men! Association (SGA) and McAC some
time in the future and that there is a sug-
gestion box outside of the College Activities

[6] news

Office, of which the students should make
use. “We encourage people to drop us a line
here,” he said. As always, students are more
than welcome to e-mail him.

On Saturday, February 27, a female
student was the third victim of harassment
while using the showers in the Quad bath-
rooms. The first incident occurred in fate
January and the second in mid-February.
According to Bill Plackenmeyer, Director of
Security, in all three situations eaeh of the
viclims saw a hand with a camera reach
aver ihe lop of the shower door and a pho-
tograph was {aken. "Hopefully, the individ-
ual only gol a snap shot of the shower liles
or only the top of the viclims' heads,” he
commenied. The individual quickly fied the
scene after the photograph was taken.

The studepts were understandingly
shocked and thersfore slow in summoning
help. As stated in the flyers posted by
security, Plackenmeyer advised thal, “stu-
dents should iy to regain their wits—
scgain and draw allention o lihem-
setves).” He oxplained that i is exceeding-
ly rare that an tndividual in this fype of sifu-
ation would attempl anything harmful “and
that's assuming that this isn't a prank... the
likefihood is exceedingly remote that this
type of person would cause any physical
harm. The screaming is 1o attract aitention
$0 someone can see and help us recognize
the individual."

Barnard security is doing a number of
things to investigate this incident including
taking measures to strengthen security in

the tunnel area and dining hall exits. Plack-
enmeyer commented that the tunnels are
recognized as a “potential problem area.”
However, he also added that it is possible
that the individual responsible was some-
one’s guest—"it could be anybody.”

Only one victim was able to get a
decent description of the individual. He is a
white male, approximately twenty years of
age, 140-150 pounds, 5'8" with close-cut
dark hair and wire-rim glasses.

Double Homicide
Necar Barnard

On Saiurday, March 28, af approvi-
mately 8:55pm there was a double homi-
cide at 121 Sireet and Broadway. The two
male victims, driving northbound, stopped
at a red light and were subsequently sir-
rounded by twoe shooters on motoreycies
who then opened fire, killing both occu-
panis. According to securily, “There is no
doubt the two victims were the intended
{argeis and they were being followed by the
shooters... Had the traffic ights remained
green & bil longer, this incident would have
happened at a much greater distance from
us.” Despite the seriousness of the inci-
dent, Barnard security assures students
that this is an isolated event and there is no
further threat to the community. Cne
Barnard student, Rachel Paneth-Pollak '02
commented, “At first | was scared, but then
I found out that it was a personal interac-
tion—not a random act of violence—and it
aflayed my fears.”

—Karen Shoum




Elie Wiesel Completes Lecture Series,
Applies Story of Ruth to Modern Life

By Rache! Paneth-Pollak

More than a hundred people gathered in
Lower Level Mcintosh at 5:30pm on March
23 to hear Elie Wiesel speak. Considered
by some to be one of the most eloquent and
powerful speakers of his time
on Judaic study as well as the
Holocaust, Wiesel gave the
last of four lectures in the |
series “A Passion for Study” S
Tuesday's lecture, entitled [
“Ruth: The Mother of Kings,"
explored the beauty and love _
within the biblical story of Ruth [l
and her mother, Naomi.

£, Nobe! Peace Prize laure- [iE
ate, author,
Wiesel has been called a
“messenger lo mankind”™. Most |

of his works recount vividly his |8
experiences in lhe Nazi con- o
centration camps, although he [N
is also mghly acclaimed as a
Judaic scholar. His lecture
seres, “A Passion for Study” S

and scholar, [KASEEREEEE

ments will continue to contribute to both
Judaic Studies at Barnard, and to explo-
ration of the role of women in Judaism, a
complex topic for Jews today.

After a brief introduction by President
Judith Shapiro, who expressed heartfelt

Machlon and Chilyon. The story is one of
family, tribulation, loyalty, and feminine
antiquity.

Through the lecture, Wiesel apptied the
story of Ruth to our modern day thought.
The end of the lecture offered a more emo-

Photo by Jessica Jaffe tigna| tone with Wiesel's impas-

was pait of The Ingeborg Ren- RN

nert Professorship of Judaic =

Studies at Bamard, and will be [ i

integrated in the coming acad-
emic year info Bamard Col-

Elle Wiese! and Judith Shapiro at his previous lecture

| sioned life's lessons. Had there
been no famine in Bethighem,
ll events would have differed and
j four generations later, there
) would have been no David, the
man who was to become the
Messiah. To Wiesel, the siory
teaches us that nothing is coin-
o | cidence; everything is connect-
j ed. Wiesel asseried inal inere
_ | should be no such thing as
¥ hereditary guilt. Human beings
§ are responsible for themselves,
j and net for the actions of their
| ancestors. Wiesel also taught
N | that many times in life, peopie
P do things in order 1o appease
Bl themseives or others. He
B believes that appeasement is
¥ dangerous, and that it brings
i you fo complacency. Wiesel's
" philosophy on appeasement is
greatly refiected in his wrilings
about his Holocaust experi-

lege’s course offerings in Judaic Studies.
The Ingeborg Rennert Professorship, along
with the Ingeborg, Tamara, and Yonina Ren-
nert Women in Judaism Forum was estab-
lished as a result of generous endowment
from Ingeborg and ira L. Rennert. Their
daughters, Tamara and Yonina, are both
recent Barnard alumnae. These endow-
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gratitude lo Professor Wiesel for his previ-
ous lectures, Wiesel gave a lecture on not
just the story of Ruth as it happened, but
also the beauty of the text and the moral
lessons which can be derived. Ruth, the
daughter-in-faw of Naomi and the eventual
wife of Boas, travels with Naomi to find out
what has happened fo Naomi's sons

ences, which are disturbing and heari-
wrenching. As he said in his lecture, “Words
are here to disturb us, to shake us up. This
is how we open our minds to learn.”

Rachel Paneth-Pollak is a Barnard first-
year.



Learning On The 6o:

Skip Stop Caters To Needs

By Jacqueline Forde-Stewart

The needs and lifestyles of commuting stu-
dents. are distinctly different frem those of resi
tive body of Skip Stop com
mutmg students is aware of the specnal needs

of their membershlp The

ed3 ‘!nciuda a-
full-time agency dedicated Io ad(iressmg com-

muter issues. Where the adm|r_§t§tragion has

failed to provide for these" need'«: Skip Stop
has chosen to fil the void dnd f)ro'vide some
semblange of services for r,omrriutﬂrs

Formef!y known as Skip.Slop Express, in
honor of the 1 & 9 lraing. which stop at 116
street and Broadway, the f;fgctrnza{lon racentiy
renamed itsell in order to be me visible fo ils
members.
ing io 1ake the reigns at tnur Mél’f‘h" 5 Election
of Officers. They believe thal privaclive stu-
dent parficipalicn and initiative are the key fac-
tors fo affect the changes -_f‘l__eede{i iin:'.the Sys-
em. L L

Over me past two yeara, Lif}d&r t§ leader
ship of Presidents Kanan iijaca 99'and Win-
nie Chat: ;98 Skip Stop l'ia's; o ated all of

They hope to sluact incibers will

its efforle on fo»iﬂunc 3

amongst (ommulcrs as Wfﬁll a8 haigmng them
o integrate into the larger community.

Their choice 1o live off- Lampub is the pri-

it difficult for’fhem to participate in the non-aca-
demic, social life of Barnard.

Sara Elrefai 00 who has a one-hour com-
mute to and from Jamalca Estates, Queens

[8] features

i ’u‘“_m}xmyrgrty h

transferred to Barnard last fall. She feels that
not enough is done to accommodate her com-
muter status at Barnard. Eirefai now questions
sion 10 4eave: 8t John's; & comividh
““collage 30 minutes from ‘her home. This pre-

med junior voiced her frustration saying, “t-am - -{
- unable to atiend most club meefings because 3

- of the late hours. My classes are sarly and

thefe is not much to do in between [them]. I
wish the fadministration] would spruce up the
commuter lounge and make it more attractive.” )
Skip Stop has ‘ried fo improve 1he’lou:nge.ﬂ'

Last year, the executive body painted it, only to
later be denied the key and access 1o the
lounge. They learned that the “commuler
lounge” is not exclusively for commuters. I
SEIVES as a meeting place for other ctubs and
a lunch spot for some members of staff.

“The lack of authority and control that

results from theirclub status frusirates the

board. It does not give them the voice néeded

te affect changes s uch as securing 8 dedical- _

ed cvemight reom for commulers.

‘Presidents Pujara and Chau consider the
srmalt amount of funding they receive from the

o WS [P

pb "main handmp :muﬂqu ihc*m fmm
eﬁecnvc,ly servicing their rnembershlp Skip
Siop Commiders Orgamzauon officiafly has

muters purchasing $50 in meal points. Last

semester's lunch with the Office of Career

Development (OCD) gave busy commuters an
opportunity to mest with the OCD staff and

' hours in the: “commuter founge” and pamcfﬁrate

Student f_‘g\mmn‘lgu‘[ ‘Assneistion o ha- SHp

schedule appointmenté.
Most recently, Skip Stop held a Com-
muters’ Week, from February 8 to Febniary 11

"ﬂT“":Or‘n!ath calendar ('Oiher commulers

were never formallv acquainted with the gr@up
anet c&fr soslly unaware of the group or unssire
Gf i *s mzss,un

_The ev:-*nts of the Cﬂmmuler Week taok

evenfs to accommodate com~
] LﬂF‘ Is fare Most evenis on f‘am-
es,ldents and lhlS s not unly true

live changes they have managed lo make,

including a commuter's lounge, which was

insiituted after Loawenstein's graduation.
Loewenstein noted that in her day, there




of Commuting Students

were no special meeting rooms for commuters,
only the office of a sympathetic Dean. Ironical-
ly, today, the main advocate for commuters is

' 8 ane sympathelic dean, Assistant Dean of

i

Studies and Health Professitin Advisor A

Magﬁan says she is committed to
doing more for commuters, because she also
commuted during her four years at Barnard,
and understands the importanice of recogniz-
ing commuiters as a special group. She notes
that while there have been many changes, a
ot remains the same.

In the seventies, a shortage of dorm rooms
forced many studenis to commute. Although
the zodiion of Sulzberger Tower slieviated

e

some 100 shoriages, Bournoutian feels that
other schocl policies continue to influence a
iarge number of students who commute She
admits that some students make the decision
fo commute based on one or mote of the many
advantages fo commuting, such as more finie
io study and family supporl. “These students,
howsver, are the minonly,” said Boumoutian.

Boumoubian agrees that Bamard 15 ‘very
centious with financial aid fo students,” but
expraserd concerns about it policy of no aid
for housing to students kving within commuting
distance, She believes that commufing stu-
dents have benoms representalive of sludents
who cannot afford hausing and mere efforis
should be made 1o equalize both groups of st
defits,

Direcior of Financial Aid Suzanne Claire
Guard responded by saying, “Each year we
submit propesats to the board whe is very gen-
erous, and would love o change the policy.
However, housing aid to commuters will cost
the college an additional one milhon dollars

[3.31.99]

annually and result in trade-offs.” According to
Guard, because of the college’s small endow-
ment, adopting this policy can negatively
impact other policies such as the college's
commitment to remaining need blind, meeting
students’ fiull needs, or keeping stBudent bor-
rowing down. Alttiough Financial Aid is com-
mitted fo changing the policy, said Guard

Boumoutian also pointed out that the com-
muters of yesteryear had a “nice, dedicated,
cheerful, bright, space with showers and lock-
ars” that served as a hang out area and a
place for commuters to meet with 8ach other.
“Others were not excluded, they simply had no
need o use the space,” said Bounoutian, She
fondly remembered thal, “you could leave 3
notg on someane’s locker,” or the small vanily
area where she did her French homework.
Today the commuter jounge is a public space
open to the entire Barnard community and the
space in Bourmnoutian'’s memory s used for
slorage. Boumoutian promised fo investigate
the possibility of re-establishing # as a com-
rtter focker room.

Like Ms Loewenstein, Bournouban also
anrees thal there have been positive changes
She credits most of these changes and
improvaments, howeves, © student initiative
Bournoutian adrites Skip Stop for giving
“Commuters a sense of idently and cohesive-
ness that is very important”

The recent assignment of Associate Direc-
for of College Activities In Paik as the group’s
acvisor is greatly appreciated by Skip Siop.
Pailk assumed her dufles shortly after joining
the Bamard Community about two months
ago. She replaces the group's former advisor,
Director of College Achvities, Joe Bertalino.
The board welcomes the assistance of Paik

i v
o 8"

who they say significantly contributed to the
success of Commuters Week. Paik gives the
Skip Stop hoard full credit, saying they were
“very on top of it, amazing, and time efficient.”

Paik came to Barnard from Chapman Uni-
versity in Orange California, which is 75%
commuters. Her involvement with commuters
over the years made her aware that “inshitu-
fionally commuters are faught to expect less ”
She believes, however that it 15 important for
the commuter populaiion not to be a side item
or marginal population.”

Paik
assessing the Barnard culture and deciphering

says that although she is “stil

Iits prionties, it 15 wrong that the viclims have
been the ones to shoulder the responsibility of
sclving {heir issues and are fhus blamable fo:
any failures.” She hopes fo be able fo use her
expenences from a primanily commuter insfitu-
tion to create a balance at Barnard.
Commuters share a simitar sentiment
1egarding the club. Chnstina Bracere ‘00 says
she was unaware of the club's existerice when
she refurned to schogt in 1997, Since then, she
has observed that “the [executive hoard] has
hecome more aclive snd aggressively adver-
tises o bring commuters iogethes ™ Bracero
also commented that skip Siop’s job must be
“a dauniing task because they have litfle or ro
coopration from the Barhard communily.” As
an older student who chooses fo live off cam-
pus because of familial obligations, Bracero
vaties the sfforts of Skip Stop, but believes
that more can be done by administration.
Indeed commuters are a spetial inlerest group
and should be treated as more than a club.

Jacqueline Forde-Stewart is a Barnard junior.
features [Q]
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" By Jodi Libper

or the week of March 31

As all Bamard students know, the high-
school years can be some of the hardest in a
lifetime. Issues of independence, individuality,
and sexuality must all be dealt with while con-
sciously deciding whether to conform in order
tofitin The students of the Desisto School had
more trouble handling these pressures than
mosl teens. Founded by Michaet Desisto, “the
school acts as a human safety net for feens
who have fallen far and are fighting to get hold
of their own lives.” There is a concentration on
~ the visual and performing arts that 1S used as a

Not At All Inappropriate

beautiful. Their bodies are perfectly sculpted
and the anger they express is doubly poignant
when coming from their angelic voices.

As the show opens, this exquisite cast
bursts onto stage in an aray of color and
sound, and welcomes the audience fo their
world. They are dressed fo represent the
stereotypes that they spend the rest of the
show attempling to discredit. There is the slt,
the punk, the homosexual, the hippie, the
geek, the skater and ihe good girl. Throughout
the show the audience geis ic know each of
these characters, and leams that, in fact, “we
are all the same beyond compare ”

part of the school's overall ther- Photo courtesy of Onglo Pubictty 1€ 50Ngs

apeulic ‘ @ i Inappropn-

%, process. The ate are as var-

Eorre of Matrws © s of ther ed as the
An acciggnt on the fun WW Ben iahor were pre- characters

sented for three | that SHig

weeks n March B them  They

at the Row The- g range from

atre The show, B icchno 1o

‘napproprate, | salsa fo rap.

© was wrtfen by . b Most of the

: & graduates  of SN ‘ B show, howey-

the  Desislo Averie Bovyer and Llizabeth rwin er is com-

g atter his aaﬁfaﬁm* {Brondan

. School and performed by eight curren] Desisie
Fraswr). TR {'*ﬂ " students i addressed the loneliness, fear, 1sc-
34t Streat Stowpigon, 82nd and faiion and rage tell by the studends i nearly
Broadway, Cud Yo" two hours of poelry, dance and, most of all,

MUSIC.

The cast of inappropnate ranged in age
from fifteen fo eighteen. It is hard to believe
that these kids ever suffered from psychologi-
cal problems. Each member of the troupe is
extremely talented, and finding 2 weak link in
this cast is a more difficult endeavor than trving
- to do so with most Broadway shows. They are
all triple threats (or at least double, some are

not quite dancers), as well as being physicaliy

posed of catchy pop tunes The cast menages
master each of these styles Even more fo thesr
credit1s the fz¢t that they are able to pult off e
ofien cheesy Iyrics. The purk clamns, ‘Under-
neath, ! hurt most of the time and never show
" Instead of rolling their eyes as they nor-
mally would, the audience finds themselves
wiping away tears Later, when the hippie pro-
claims, *1 am a butterdly,” they sympathize with
her quest for growth and mdependence, how-
ever clichéd it might be
If the audience did not know the circum-
stances surrounding inappropriate, they would
be convinced that the latew
A




No Spark in Sparkler

By Britt Bandel

The promoters of the film Sparkier have
completely missed the point. According to the
trailers, an attractive male cast and a comic
story line are the
fim's two main
draws.  Sparkler,
which won the
Audience Favorite
award at the 1998 7
Kudzu Film Festi- same
val In Athens, GA, [N
would be better ' '
advertised with an

far

v 5

Paric Overall as Melba May

to her truck-driving high school love and lives
amid a sizable collection of plastic garden
gnomes in & trailer park just off of 1-15. Over-
all's portrayal of the sweetly over-trusting and
easily-taken-advan-

Photo courtesy of Strand . .
g 3 a fage-of Melba is bril-

. fiant, winning the
audience’s sympa-
thies from the film’s
beginning.
- Melba's world is
' quickly  shattered
& when she discovers
her husband, Flint,
plaved by Don Har-

emphasis on its stronger atiributes: a tragi-
comic plot and a strong female cast For one
thng, the film only lives up to its description as
‘a madcap comedy” i rare momanls witin
fhe drialogue More frequently, a far more des-
olate mood hangs aver the film’s impassioned
plot. it's other man draw, three up and coming
actors,
Freddie S
Pinze, Jr, is less
dppraise worthy than '
the audience 15 led fo

male feen

including

Pholo coudesy of Strand

vey, in bed with her best friend. Melba, though
naive, is far from the typical passive victim.
She leaves Flint to stay with her mother, a
woinan addisted o the home shopping net-
work and the psychic friend’s hofiine. In the
meantime, Melba dons a prom dress from the
1950s and heads to the Backwoods lin to cel-
. ¢brate her first night back
 inthe swing of things as a

B Single woman.

Al the Inn she meets
| thres boys on their way io
' Las Vegas, whose only
s cason for slopping
: Viclorvilie 15 a fial tire

Melba boldly asks the

expert  beforehand

The female ieads,

Parlk  Overall  and min i~

Veronica  Cartwnght <ennedy and Pelrarca
gnt =TT

fho X-File fans will racognize as Cassandra
Spender) easily oui-shine their teen counter-
parts.

The film's leading and most endeanng
character, Melba May, played by Park Overall,
i5 @ naive smafl-fown girl who has compla-
cently spent her entire life in the desert town in
which she was born. For Melba, sleepy Vic-
forville, CAis the setting of domesiic content-

ment, rather than confinement. She is married

boys 1o dance belleving they are the three
Kings a “psychic friend” predicted would bie her
catalysis of change. She leamns from Trent,
plaved by Jamie Kennedy (of Romeo and Juli-
ef and Scream fame) that they are on their
way fo Vegas to win enough money to cafch
up on the rent and bills since "the CD club has
started sending threatening letters.” Disgusted
by the poverly and polyester around them
Trent, Brad and Joel, played by »-

ok,
Hih §ﬁ®

bk
- Bittor Lemoin
_ Jamia Sajom's drama abod a man's

. ‘harph kot lner peave,

~ Phagtts Rican Traveling Theater, 304 W,
4%, 3541200

Au Revoir Parls

A SRR O 1Ot DHOTAP QLYY Uy
Brassai, Tabsrd ang Kelar comenag.
rating the passing of the gallery's ongy-
nal Pans location,

Zabriskio, 41 £ 87th, 782-1223

Angiher Gid, Another Planet

A siow of photos by 13 wormen whe
play with narative, ficton and reafity.
Lawrencd RubirnGreonbert Van Doren,
730 Fifth Ave., 445.0444

Hoger Rewton
The master of pholographic ahel s
- osbuts s color work,

e ey

»
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rihe week or Apn

By Anna Goldfarb

Jimmy Eat World are on their way up. With
their second release on Capitol Records titled
“Clarity”, they carry out a feat that | have seen
few major-label bands accomplish: they use
the formula of two quitarists, a bassist, a drum-
mer and a few expertly-manipulated drum
machines, emerging with a brand of rock that
is not a new concept, but wholly their own
sound. If the initial record sales of their new
record tells anything, it is that America is final-
ly ready to accept this
band into their fickle
arms. With their song
: ‘llucky Denver Mint” @
' already receiving power K

] RLATARC o play on LA's premiere
ez tﬂ»mdﬂw; Frn;mi 1w ?we hmmng . rock station KROQ, and it

}Fm !ON - alrackon the new Drew |
Barrymore flick (Never )
Been Kissed) sound-

- Mnnday 457 - |
“The Resldem., @ 2wmg P a?a

- Arack, Jimmy Eat World ermy Lat Wor!ds.a est al

eonos their Appetite

lat selection kill the old/ Tum off your radio.
Since they do have a sfrong undergroumn
music connection, it is especially refevant tha
they choose 1o explore the problems encoun-
tered with being a major-label band within the'
lyrics.

| recently caught their show at Cone:
Island High on March 13 (with At The Drive In
and the place was sold out and packed to the
gills, as they say. | was lucky enough to secure
a spot up front. It was during this show that the
dynamic of their sound was fully absorbed.
m |Neir sound was ace

o and every head in the

S com was  bobbin
along fo the beat, mes-
b merized by their pas-
sionate playing.

| talked with drum-
b mer Zack Lind about a
| of this. He explains how
this new record is differ-
ent {rom previous pro-

um

are ready fo play with the big kics.

These four boys are from Arizona, wiich is
ironic because so much of their imagery is
aboui show. This is apparent on their frack
“Beligve i Whatl You Wani" when singed Jim
Atkins coos "Spinning and spinning/ Dancing
in plasiic, shake-up sinow.” Alsp, in the song
“‘Crush™ "Fainlest snow keep falling/ Hands
around vour waist! Standing cold.” There is no
fooling us, we know that you are from Mesa
Arizona! Alas, one must overicak the cutural
nuances of this band because they are so
good at playing that melodic, harmonious rock
that college kids yeam for.

Qther themes Jimmy Eat World tackle con-
cemn ihe treachery of the music business in
“Your New Aesthetic”: “Selection breathes on
its own/ Make them open the request line and

[12] musc

jects: “We allowed ourselves to do stuff that we

wouldn't do normally, like using loops an.
using drum machines. Ever since recording
"Static Prevails” (the first album), we have gol-
ien info new kinds of music. The kind of music
that we take things from is from afl over the
worid. That has influenced us 2 ot and made
this new record more mellow. We took more
time on this record to give it texlure.”

To be honest, he wasn't very talkative anc
said “l don't know" to a lot of my guestions st
our interview soon disintegrated into us jus
telling each other jokes. One thing that we
agreed on was thal their future is as bright ac
the snow that they keep writing about.

Anna Goldfarb is a Barnard junior and Bulietin

office manager.
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By Sonal

After heanng hype about Joi, Asian
breakbeat fusionists from the East End of
London, | was thrilled to see them billed on
a Mutiny Night at the Knitting Factory
Mutiny presents monthly South Asian break-
beat acts. At first, | was frustrated with Jor's
debut album “One and One 15 One " There
was so much potential underlying therr beats
and melodies that was never achieved
However, | realized | was trying to catego-
nze them according to the breakbeat music
| had heard before, which did not allow me
to see what Jor's music was really hike

| amved at the Knitting Factory well
before Jor was o go on The crowd was
Candtonic They Ganceo o i foi the openlig
act Ohm-Zone—Spice Gnls meet drum n'
hass without any of the kilsch that makes
the Spice Girls fun, and a much foo serious
atutude When Chm-Zone firsi went on | was
excled lo see females involved m the
scene, even if it was only in the tradiional
role of vocahst, but | became horrified af
what they did o the music

When Jor got on the slage the enbire
atmosphere changed after a few minutes
Though not the best dancers, fher 1aw emo-
tion spread through the ciowd cieating tip-
ples as the crowd finally began 1o move
They kept the audience's energy up through
the rest of the might, even though tt was only
a sound system show. Just watching them
and the fervor with which they moved and
pointed out certain sections of the songs to
the audience 15 worth the money. | felt that
they lived up to their ive potentral

The next day | sat down to hsten fo therr
CD again to search for what had been dif-
ferent in the show. They were exactly the
same songs. By not trying to classify them

N
[3.31.99]

during my second listening, | appreciated
their music much more. The songs have an
underlying breakbeat bassy sound but then
overtop there are vocals in traditional Indian
and Middle Eastern Style. Whether imitating
the Islamic call to prayer or classical Indian
singing, the vocals brng an ethereal ele-
ment to the song, creating an upbeat effect
Though all the songs are energelic, they are
also, at the same time, fairly tranquil Some
of the tracks have an almost tnbaf underiy-
ing beat while others have Bnt Pop-influ-
enced guitar The songs never sound con-
trived The vocals and overlying South Asian
sound mixes and mergas with the underlying
breakbea! to create @ harmony The focus
on chord changes m their songs and con-
shitly swichies bach and focd Letweeh
melodies, making suie the songs are nof
monofonous They have managed (o inder-
weave two very different types of music just
as South Astan and English cultures have
begun to merge logether in the East End of
London

Jorwill he coming back with a hva show
withint the next few weeks Thus wiil be in the
same vein as the sound system show, but
wiih more variety | definilely recommend
going Though | have heard olher arlists
vihio woil with the saine idea, such as Talvin
singh, 1 have not heard anytiung ke Joi [t
1$ rare that | can listen to any electronica
while working without feeling like | just drank
ten cups of coffee Mutiny 1s one of the few,
if not the only, club mights in New York to
shpwcase these types of groups Although |
dishiked some of the bands overall, it 15 a
worthwhile expenence just to hear some of
the new music coming out and the phenom-
enal DJs that play there

Sonal Mathida 1s a Barnard junior

Joi Spreads Breakbeat Jop ghUSICCALENDAR

OF [e WEEK of AprT

§/15 Get Up Kids @ Coney Island High
5119 Bt to Spill @ Maxwell's
5122 Aval @ Coney island High

8/3 Headcoats/Headcoatees @
Maxwell's

Saturdays are Glam 2000 @ Coney
sfared High w/ Miss Guy

A N R H A F O R WEIETAR AW N @k e e

DVVENLI JRLL DLUED

Wednesday 331
Caria White §@ Birdlang

Wednesday 3/31.4/4
tare Carly and Indigenous People @)
Sweet Basi

Thursday 441
Mason Casey @ Chicago Blues
Dete Wotson @ Rodeo By

Frday 4712 anct 43
Carcy Bell €9 Chicans bivse

Svery Monday @ Birdland, Toshiks
Abayosh

COMING UP...

4720 Arturo Sandoval @ Biue Note

e ~
- o
e 30 e v

o i

e music [13]




~ [ETTER frompage4  semantics. As
you can well imagine, even a small decrease
in these skill areas will affect oneis overall
ability to read and study. Those with chronic
medic.al conditions may likewise face prob-
lems with covering an entire syllabus due fo
diffic ulties with concentration, physical pain, or
side effects of medications.

As students registered with ODS know,
our office is available to work on improving
reading skills, developing approaches to text-
bhook reading, adjusting oneis reading rate to
reflect the subject matter and depth of infor-
mation as required, and time management. in
addition, prionfizing oneis assignments with
the help of & professor is often explored. Ulti-
mately, students must be able to determine for
thenwelves whal they need to know in order io
it sans in concept development and details.

Truse not 1egisieizd with ODS are wel-
visif website  at

come  io our

vawwe barnard.edufods.

knberta Luperi
LD Specialist
Q%

radb34

INAPPROPRIATE fony page 10
dutetian Larson had sCrivoied i peivre pen-
O ol bapprapiels could sary
38 o diruioh precuel

lo Kem, showing whal ifs characters were
ifie m tugh school. The young geek and shut
could sasily malure info Rent's Mare and
Mimi, In addiion, each of Inapprpriate's
songs has a sightly more sophisticated equiv-
alent n Reni. For example, Inappropriate’s
song about the inifial stages of a relationship
is exaclly ke Renfs *Light My Candle,"
except without the heroin {or the candie).

Despite its similarities to the successful
Reni, or perhaps because of them, inappro-
priate is most Tkely not Bmadww;-bem?i A

{14] continues

3 ey 4
Nend W is

While fnappmpnaée will probably not be
seen taking over the Nederander Theatre any

time oo, its young cast more than lkely will
Hopefully, their time at the apparently remark-
abie Desisto School will give them the confi-
dence to burst onto the Broadway scene and
infuse it with a dose of the pext generation's
vitality and falerd, Perhaps this will happen just
i time for them to fill their predecessor's shoes
i g swvivat of Ko, That would b, coove oll.
exceedingly appropriate.

Jodi Lipner is a Bamard junior and Bulletin
stafl writar,

— SPARKLE frompage 11 Fieddie Prinze,
Jdr (She's All That and both | Know Whal You
Did Last Summer films) and Sleven Pefraca
respectively, leave as quickly as possible, but
not beiore giviig Melba 2 business card with a
cell phone number. Melba makes her way fo
Vegas where her prophesied but unbeiisvable-
even-oi-ficiion iucky streak begins.

if ife in Viciorville 15 presented as dismal,
the view of Las Vegas is many {imes worse.
Sparkler's mood is very anti-glamour. The cos-
tumes, sets, and soundtrack stay so true to this
seedier fifestyle of past their prime strip clubs
and the gambling-addicted elderly that Melba's
lucky streak seems implausibly out of place
amidst the rest of the plot. Metba's big wins in
Vegas convince the boys, whose good looks
can't even make their characters likable in the
beginning, to overcome their shallow disdain

for “the sparkler,” as they call her. As a resuit
the four become, again somewhat implausibly
the best of fiends.

The plot has a few such glitches the
become problematic, including a homosexur
revelation from Joel that does nothing to air
the action's development. The film is, after all
directed by Darmen Stein, whose cinematic
work includes the less-than-Oscar worthy bi
nonetheless entertaining Jawbreaker. If over
looked, these specks reveal a decent story line
of a jilied middle-aged woman's person.
growth. By the film’s end, Melba is able i«
stand up to her chealing hushand and asse.
her own independence once and for all, with-
out the aid of her “three kings".

Don’t go see Sparkler 1o see 2 comedy w
for Freddie Prinze, Jr., go for Park Overall's
performance and a happiv-ever-after-without-
fier-man ending. Yei, at the same time, don'i
expeci Darren Siein to be nominated for Besi
Director any time soon.

Sparkler is in theaters now.

Britt Bande! rc a Bamnard fumor
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el "o_n-_':‘r' _
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SQ by Mita Mallick

Each Sunday, an
intense anxiety begins to
grow within me. t is the begin-
ning of a new week. It is the realiza-
tion that | have not done any work all weekend. It is the last morn-
ing I can sleep in uriil next Saturday. But it's clearly mare than that.
Itis that moment of walking over to our suite bulletin board and tak-
ing a deep breath. Then my fate is determined. Guess whose turn
itis fo clean the bathroom this week?

Living in Plimpion, we have fo clean our own kitchen, common
hall, and bathroom. We do not have the luxury of having Facilities
clean it for us. Yes, 1 said luxury. We can make the argument that
Facilities shouid be required to clean every dorm huilding. But the
fact is that they don't, and 1 chose fo live in & Plimplon stife with
that understanding. Nevertheless, as { hold the foilet brush in one
hand and the cleaner in the other, | have a newfound respect for
the men and women of Barnard Faciliies.

It was the other day that miy friend who lives in Brocks was
telling me about the nasty horror stories of her hall. Someone had
smeared a dish of chocolate pudding onie the wall next to ihe
garbage befween Brooks and Hewitt. It was stuck by & paper plaie
as the pudding oozed down the wall. Shortly a note appeared. “To
the sicko wha dig this—You better stop your shit or else | will get
youl" The RA took the nole down, and svon ice cieam was
smeared on the wail of the very same spod. This lime another note
appeared stating “To the sicko—! wil find youl" The mess was
tleaned up, by Facilities | am sure, and the culprit was never found.

Apparently it is not unusual to find enlire carions of Chinese
food in the sinks the Quad. Students will try to emply food info the
Hewilt sinks, clogging up the drain. Food is constantly left around
computer terminals. | have seen trays of trash left on the tables of
the dining hall and student center. In the Quad, many get trays of
food from the dining hall to eat in their rooms, and never take the

trays back. Stacks of trays appear piled up outside the elevators
near Hewitt Dining Hall and near the garbage cans on fioors. With
uneaten, leftover food sifting on trays in the hallway, Barnard

women sit and ponder the age-old question, “How on earth do we

have roaches?"

| am appalled and disgusted by the total and uiter lack of
respect we as students exhibit towards Barnard Facilities. Time
and time again we take their services for granted. Sure we pay
dorm fees, and that covers the expense of cleaning the bathrooms,
the hallways, the lounges, and our kitchens. But there is a distinct
line Barnard women cross. Many seem to think that they live in a
hotel or this is a maid service provided by the college. The majori-
ty seemed disillusioned, thinking that their mothers are herg to
clean up their messes. | recently had to post a sign in my kitchen
which reads “Don’t wait for your Mama to clean it up because your
Mama ain't here and | ain't your Mamal”

But let's be realistic, whose mother would put up with this? Cer-
tainly not mine. Tampons and pads that are disposed of inappro-
priately. Toilets that are continucusly clogged with more Whan just
the “normal items.” Moldy food left in the hall. And other incidenis
which are so graphic and repulsive that even | cannot mention
them in my column. It is simply animalisiic, fiendish. The Adinis-
siong Office is right. Barnard does seek women from diverse geo-
graphic regions—! am convinced some of who were raised in the
woods and do nof have a clue as o whal efiquelte, hygiene, or
mManners mean.

I used to think that only men could possibly be this dirly. My six-
teen-year oid brother is my evidence of this. My male friends who
live on single-sex floors or dorms at other colleges always share
stories with me of the consequences of having a laige concentra-
tion of men living fogether. Yet niy own coliege experience has
proved me wrong. Women can be even dirtier.

There is not a moment that | am not stressed. ‘Stress”
becomes an active part of a college student’s vocabuiary. For work,
| will sacrifice everything—sleep, food, movies, boys—well, | stand
corrected. Almost everything. Even before my Anthro reading and
writing that paper, | take out the trash, wash the dishes, wipe the
sink, flush the toilet, brush my teeth, take the daily shower, brush
my hair, apply the deodorant and other things which for most peo-
ste should be the first priority. It is a sad day when anyone claims
that work and stress take priority over hygiene and cleanfiness.

Mita Mallick is a Barnard junior and Bulletin columnist.
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SENIORS! SENIORS! SENIORS! SENIORS! SENIORS! SENIORS!
BE A CLASS LEADER AFTER GRADUATION

Keep in touch with vour classmates as Barnard Alumnae Nominations are now open for
Class of 1999 tor the follow ing positions: President. Vice President/Reunion Chair.
Correspondent. IFund Chair. Treasurer, You can nomimte vourselt or a friend- or encour-
aee a friend 1o nominate herself.

DEADLINE: Fnda} Apul 9

( ome o the Alumme Athms OHILL (224 ]\"Il}bd!]l\) or call x4—”()()’i for. tunhel mfonmtlon

EGG DONOR SOUGHT; $7,000 COM-
PENSATION: We are a happily married
couple eager to become parents. If you
are a compassionate individual with
very high inteliigence, an appealing per-
sunalivy, aiid QUOG healih, please seny
your cosifidemdal responee Highland
Park, NJ 08904-4366.

Students Needed to Work at the

BARNARD ALUMNAE
REUNION °99

Friday, June 4 and
Saturday, lune o

spplications being accepted or stu-
denis 1o work tiis excitin annuaE
event which brings back 1,000 Barnard
Alumnae te the campus. Weekend
Stipend, Campus Housing from May 15-
une 6, and Some Meals Availabile.

Come Lo the Alumnae Affairs Office,
224 Milbank, x4-2005

'GET THE_HELL OUT OF HERE! MEXICO, THE

. CARIBBEAN, OR CENTRAL AMERICA,

~ $199 ROUND-TRIP. EUROPE, $169, ONE~

'WAY. OTHER WORLD-WIDE DESTINATIONS

CHEAP.
BOOK TICKETS ON-LINE AT
“www.airtech.com or (212) 219-7000.

£

r

! (k aP

Become a
Bulletin
writeriiiii

Call x42119 or come by 128 LL Mcintosh

d

Ride the Fast Track
Ihruugh Luropey

FURAIL PASIES ISSUED ON THE SPCT
ROM A5 LOW AS 8233
SRIRAIT TSUED ON THE 907
TRING ALSTE

. REOUT COON T PASLEY

(
%'Ei&ﬁ% h Fantasuic Rew i}g
for 1€ Cardbeiders®

ha

hchis (rru& mc}vxce
N w2 g «tO l’t

Cmmu Travel

{ovmed on Idernationat Lducabional Exchanpe

i

M F 42as Strant
New Yore, NY 07
Phove 113-821-2700

BEE Amscerdam Ave
M tork, NY 19025
Fhone 2115654077

754 Greone §t
Mew York, NY 8041
Phone, 112-154-252%
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