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letter from the editor
Halloween is truly the greatest of the holl- section also includes a selection of events in the

days. Aside from the obvious perk of free candy, city, and a list of last-minute costume ideas,

on Halloween celebrants are actually encour- (Just a hint by October 31, Christmas has hit

aged to hide from their problems. Instead of Rite-Aid. In a pinch, tinsel makes a very nice

putting on costumes to disguise ourselves from costume.) And check out the Site to See in

evil spirits, we put on costumes to forget about Y2K+ for some pretty gruesome ideas,

jobs and exams—evil spirits for the '90s—and

just have a good time.

Halloween in New York is always both excit-

This issue is not all about ghosts, ghouls,

and other horrific concepts, however. This

week, the News section features the LeFrak

ing and anticlimactic. Costumes tend to be eiab- Gymnasium dedication, a long-term Barnard

orate and original, and frequently border on

obscene. The streets are packed, and the peo-

ple are crazy. Fun, yes; very different from the

average day in New York, no. Everyone gets

dressed up, goes out to party, and returns

Iiomc, S.avir.g safely cvscisc! the dcrrtcnc for s.

few hours. Unfortunately, they are always still

there the next morning.

But this year, things will be a little different.

October 31 is a Saturday, and the weekend of

Fall Break as well. No immediate deadlines, no

classes, no apologies 01 excuses. You can

watch the sunrise on Sunday morning, sleep all

day, and still have two days to study, work and

worry. The freedom is terrifying. The possibili-

ties are overwhelming.

Understandably, this might be too much to

handle. So in order to protect the Barnard com-

munity from holiday-inspired stress, the Bulletin

has provided a quick guide to Halloween. In this

week's NYC Living section, Nahid Seyed-

sayamdost explores the history of the holiday,

from ancient rituals to Jack-0-Lantems. The

love story; the continuation of the Gender Mat-

ters in Science lecture series, and the return of

one of Columbia's original activists. Readers

can turn to the Features section for a look at

religious groups on campus and in the Mormng-

cide community Aid in Popscene, Suzi Green

bravely ventures into the greai new ttnpire: the

Virgin Megaslore.

We are officially too old to trick-or-treaf, and

our parents cannot make us wear jackets over

our costumes. Jack-0-Lantems, when left in

dorm rooms, develop an unpleasant odor.

Our old associations with Halloween consis-

tently escape us, but now we can start thinking

about Halloween according to the ancient cus-

toms. Get a costume and pretend to be some-

thing different for awhile. Everyone could use a

break from the norm, even if it is only one night

a year.

CONTRI-
BUTORS

Christy Thornton is a Barnard

first-year and the Bulletin office

assistant. She frequently con-

tributes toj

the News!

section. In this issue she cov-

ers a panel discussion on non-

Western medicine. Thornton

also recently covered the open-

ing of the Arthur Ross Green-

house.

Nahid Seyedsayamdost is a

Barnard junior and a Bulletin

NYC

Livinp

editor In addition to editing,

she hosts the "Guava Jeily

Reggae Show" at WBAR on

Sundays from 10am-12pm. In

this issue she explains the his-

tory of Halloween and includes

some tips for a happy holiday.

Tonetle Williams is a Barnard

sophomore. This wpek in the

Features sec-|
I

lion, sheijj

examines on-campus religious

groups. Williams recently cov-

ered the Alumnae of Color Sub-

committee's dinner meeting.
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Forum Explores Non-Western Medicine
A panel of women involved in the rapidly

growing world of Non-Western medicine con-
vened on Thursday, October 20 in Barnard
Hall to discuss the influence of complementary
and alternative medicine on today's medical
community The panel, moderated by Dr. Polly
Wheat, Director of the Barnard Health Service,
included Fredi Kronenburg, Ph D, director of
both the Rosenthal Center for Complementary
& Alternative Medicine and Alternative Medi-
cine Research in Women's Health at Columbia
University College of Physicians and Sur-
ceops If1<r:lu'1fid as well were Janet Mmdes,
Ph D, also from the Rosenthal Center, and
Katie Smethurst, who is currently studying
acupuncture and Chinese herbology at the
Pacific Institute for Oriental Medicine

Among the topics addressed by ihe panel
were the growing credibility of complementary
and alternative medicine in the Western med-
ica' community, and its iong history of suc-
cess "3500 years of history is kind of an
amazing way to determine what's useful," said
Smethurst The panel also addressed recent
research at the Rosenthal Center, such as
alternative treatment of breast cancer, men-
strual disorders, menopausal symptoms and
endomeiiiosis Wheat stiessed the gioup's
goals of creating a 'network between alterna-
tive medical practitioners" and "developing
educational programs for the public" The pan-
elists ail related stories of peopi^ lot whom tra-
ditional medicine failed, where complementary
or alternative medicine was the only option All
agreed that alternative and complementary
medicine offer a more personalized, spiritual
approach to healing than traditional medicine
"It's the idea that you won't get a treatment for
colon cancer, you'll get a treatment for your
colon cancer," said Wheat.

The Rosenthal Center sponsors ongoing

research projects in alternative and comple-
mentary medicine, and can be reached at
(212) 543-9550, or can be found online at

http-//cpmcnet.columb!d.edu/clepb'rosenthal/
—Chnsty Thornton

Activist Revisits Columbia
An array of delicately arranged white flow-

ers and traditional Caribbean food greeted
guests who attended the October 22 reception
held for Angelo Falc6n, one of Columbia Uni-
versity's most accomplished Latino alumni. At
the age of six months, Mr Falc6n was brought
to New York City from his native Bayamon,
Puerto Rico Eighteen years later, he gained
acceptance to the college r< 1969

Falcon, along with members of the
African-American and Asian communities
struggled to ensure that Columbia acknowl-
edge their presence Before 1969, Columbia
did not have programs geared toward the
needs of its minority population According to
Falcon, "we wanted to have a Latino Studies
and riLOP program, but the University con-
stantly neglected our propositions Eventually,
we took matters into oui own hands. Only after
taking over a building on campus did the
school realize that we meant business" After

the incident, Coiumbia cooperated with the
members of its student body and the issues
pert.nent to them

Such cooperation led rise to the Higher
Education Opportunity Program (HEOP).
HEOP is a support service designed to meet
the needs of New York State undergraduates

who are economically and academically dis-

advantaged due to the lack of resources avail-
able in the New York State schooling system

The HEOP program provides financial aid and
tutoring workshops for admitted students
throughout the academic year. "Programs

such as HEOP are in existence today as a



Required Fim-Ywr Program Planning
Meeting Meetings will be held with Dem
Kreger on Friday, October 30, from 12 to 1pm,
and Wednesday, November 4, from 5 to 6pm,
in the James Room, 4th floor Barnard Hail.

Required Sophomore Program Planning
Meetings: All sophomores must attend a
meeting with Dean Taylor on Thursday, Octo-
ber 29, 12 to 1pm, Lehman Auditorium,
Altschwl Hall, or Wednesday, November 4, 5
to 6pm, in Altschul Atrium, Altschul Hall.

Departmental Meetings: Dates and locations

of fall semester meetings for majors and

prospective majors are listed below. Updated

lists are posted on bulletin boards in the Dean

of Studies Office and ai the Registrar's Office.

AMERICAN STUDIES (with HISTORY)

'Monday, November 9,4pm, South Tower.

Sulzberger Kail

ARCHITECTURE

Monday, November 9,12-1:30pm, South

Tower, Sulzberger

ANTHROPOLOGY

Monday, November 16,4pm, 227 Milbank

BIOLOGY

Thursday, November 12,12pm,

903 Altschul Hal

CHEMISTRY
Friday, November 13,12pm, Altschul
Atrium

ENGLISH
Friday, October 30, 9:30am, Sulzberger
Parlor, 3rd floor, Barnard Hall.

HISTORY

(with American Studies) Monday,
November 9,4pm, South Tower,
Sulzberger Hall

MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE STUDIES

Monday, November 16,4:30pm,

422b Lehman Hall

MUSIC

Tuesday, November 3,11am, 319 Milbank

PAN AFRICAN STUDIES

Wednesday, November 4,2pm,

329 Milbank Hall

PHILOSOPHY

Thursday, November 5,12-lpm,

326 Milbank Hall

POLITICAL SCIENCE

Thursday, November 5,12-1pm,

421 Lehman Hall

PSYCHOLOGY

Thursday, November 5,12:15pm,

405 Milbank Hall

result of student activism. Remember that,"
said Falc6n. Falcbn and his colleagues paved
the way for the next generation of minority stu-
dents to gain acceptance at Columbia Univer-
sity. Falcdn is a political scientist with degrees
from Columbia College and the State Univer-
sity of New York at Albany,

Chatterjee Lectures on Indian and
European Relations

On Monday, October 19, the Southern
Asian Institute presented the second lecture
in the Southern Asian Institute Speaker
Series. Professor Partha Chatterjee, Colum-
bia University's Visiting Professor of Anthro-

pology and Director of the Center for Studies
in Social Sciences, Calcutta, India, was the
keynote speaker. The event was entitled
"Europe arid India: Five Hundred Years of
Fear and Love."

Chatterjee focused on Portugal's fifteenth
century voyages, which were done in the
name of colonization, and the search for
spices and "deviant Christians." His lecture
addressed Vasco de Gama's arrival in India,
which triggered a series of "cultural mistakes."

Chatterjee explained the title of the lec-
ture series as a result of the imperialistic rela-
tionship experienced between Europe and
India. India's "love" for Europe stemmed from

the benefits of mercantilism, said Chatterjee.
However, as the economic benefiis of the
empire faded, so did India's love for Europe.
Feat and anger grew as Europe's dominance
became increasingly blatant, said Chatterjee.

Kiran Jain, Program Assistant for the
Southern Asian institute, noted that the Insti-
tute has several lecture series. The Soutnern
Asian Institute was working on this project for
some months in advance and having Profes-
sor Chatterjee, author of such works as The
Nation and its Fragments: Colonial and Post-
colonial Histories (1993) and A Possible India:
Essays in Political Criticism (1997), was a
welcomed addition to the project. -K**n



Barnard Dedicates, Celebrates LeFrak Gymnasium
by Stack Divorski and Christina Bracero and sat in a parlor right off the lobby, said Herring. "And the walls outside Barnard Hall

Cohen. "Jake" was named after Jacob Schiff, were cleaned with a chemical used to clean

On Wednesday, October 21, Barnard eel- a founding trustee of Barnard. limestone and brick," he continued,

ebrated Ethel and Samuel LeFrak's generous Sam Lefrak said that it was worth going Barnard has experienced a makeover

contribution with a dedication dinner. The through all the Barnard regulations to date throughout the campus. "The renovations

evening opened with Reverend Walter Smith Ethel. He said he met the "ideal woman at the throughout campus are all part of the $125

blessing the LeFraks. Then the President of ideal institution. Barnard is a formal, elegant, million Campaign for Barnard," said Herring.

the Board of Trustees Gayle Robinson spoke, dignified, wholesome, traditional, and charac- Shortly after her appointment as Barnard's

She explained how the LeFrak Gymnasium is ter building institution that helped create [my president, Judith Shapiro set up a committee

emblematic of the "whole new face of wife's] indomitable fortitude and strong char- to review campaign priorities, said Herring.

Barnard...as the entryway to campus the acter," said LeFrak. The review resulted in the $125 million

lobby and gymnasium create a whole new PHOTOBYJWE"flBDY estimate for Barnard-wide improvements

effect."
President Shapiro added her thanks to

the Lefrak's during her speech, saying, "I

like to think of the LeFrak Gymnasium as a

measure of the energy and dedication [the

LeFraksj bring to everything [they] do, the

Barnard Hall lobby as the entry way

through which Barnard students, alumnae,

and friends will always be welcome...and,

what is more, the gym provides Barnard

with a wonderful space for large events that

bring the community together."

for facilities, faculty raises and financial aid,

said Herring. The committee then did a fea-

sibility review to see how much of the $125

million could be raised through alumnae

contributions, said Herring.

"Alumnae are our most vital source of

contributions. Six years ago, only 28 per-

cent of alumnae participated [in some form].

Last year, there was a 40 percent participa-

tion rate," said Herring.

Herring explained that there are over

250 named and endowed scholarships
T1 , r- i, „ a-T •„•„ „„ Ethel LeFrak and Judith Shapiro dedicate the new gymnasium , , , - , ., , , ,„,. .The LeFrak s generous $2 million con established by alumnae donors. We award

tribution made it possible for Barnard to reno- Ethel LeFrak BC '41 is a devoted alumna several hundred [scholarships] a year. Schol-

vate the gymnasium-which now boasts air of Barnard, said Shapiro Shapiro expounded arships are the most popuiai gift. Alumnae like
conditioning, a refinishecJ floor, a new stage, on the gifts that the LcFraks have given

and an improved track; the renovation of Barnard and the community at large. "The

Barnard Hail's lobby; and provided scholar- LeFrak name [has become] a hallmark of has had much success in reaching its goal.

ship money for outslanding students, said affordable housing...[and ihey have been rec- "We are at $118 million and have about a year

Vice President for Development and Alumnae ognized] by the United Nations as distin- to go," said Heiring, who is optiifiistic that the
guished citizens of the world," said Shapiro.

to give scholarships," said Herring.

Barnard's ambitious Campaign Barnard

Affairs Carol Herring in an interview on Friday,

October 23. Besides the major renovations to Barnard

Barnard Hall was especially important to Hall, a number of things were included or

campaign's goal will be surpassed.

The LeFrak Lobby and Gymnasium were

not the only renovations in Barnard Hall. Vir-
the LeFraks. They met on the "Jake" medal- changed in the hall to increase student com- ginia Right '51, from Seattle, contributed to

lion in the lobby. "Jake" was a designated fort. Mission style benches were placed renovate 304 Barnard Hall which is now

meeting place for students in the 1930s and around area mgs in the hall, the ATM machine known as Held Lecture Hall Right dedicated

1940s," said Director of Alumnae Affairs Lisa was removed, and a smaller one was placed the hall to retired professor of Art History

Cohen. Gentlemen were not allowed on cam- in an alcove next to the Women's Center, and Julius Held Right who is one of the best-

pus. Barnard students usually met their dates new bulletin boards were put up, according to known 20th century art codec- +~ page 17



DNA Discussed at Barnard
By Sara Keane

Former Barnard Student Jacqueline Bar-

ton lectured on the chemistry of DNA on Octo-

ber 16 in the James Room. Barton, who grad-

uated in 1974, is currently a professor at the

California Institute of Technology and was

invited to Barnard as a part of the Gender

Matters in Science series.

Barton discussed her work as a synthetic

chemist and explained the dynamics of repair-

ing damaged DNA. Using slides to illustrate

her points, Barton said that she is working on

understanding how proteins in human cells

are identified as damaged and then go about

repairing it If it is possible to identify the

process by which the body fixes mutations in

DNA, scientists may be able io artificially coi-

rect DNA mutation when the body fails to do

so, said Barton.

Barton discussed the damage potential of

sunlight as an example of how DNA damage

takes place. "The major problem with sun

exposure is that it damages DNA," said Bar-

ton. "The lesion in the DNA leads to mutations

which arise from the absorption of UVA rays."

Responding to an audience question, Bar-

ton explained some people are considered

more at risk for skin cancer than others. The

first possiblity she said is that people who are

predisposed to cancer are not getting as

much protection as everyone else.

That is, they are lacking in melanin, the

chemical that protects the skin from damage,

and therefore are more susceptible to sun

damage. The second possiblity is that we all

suffer the same damage but some people's

bodies do a better job of repairing the damage

than others'.

Barton said that the body's failure to repair

damage efficiently is also one of the culprits of

breast cancer. "Breast cancer is the result of a

defect in a gene that encodes protein to repair

DNA," said Barton. "The protein doesn't do a

good job, so damage accumulates and you

get cancer."

Scientists are trying to figure out how pro-

tein repair damaged DNA, said Barton. It is

possible that there are DNA binding proteins

that sense and repair damage in healthy bod-

ies, and that part of the problem with cancer

patients is that their proteins are not repairing

DNA as well as they should. If the binding pro-

teins can be located and studied, scientists

may be able to immediate their behavior and

learn how to repair DNA artificially.

There is a procedure that can detect

mutations in DNA with electricity. "We attach

pieces of DNA to electrodes and then pass a

current through them," said Barton. "The cur-

rent shuts off if there's a mismatch in DNA

base pairs." Therefore, if the current is not

obstructed, then the DNA is free of mutations.

When Bailon finished hei leciure, the ses-

sion was opened up to questions and one

woman asked Barton how she felt about the

position of women in science. Barton

responded that when she was in graduate

school at Columbia, 25 to 30 »- page 9

Young Alumnae Book Club hosts Jane Gould
by Allison DiPerie

The Young Alumnae Club (YAC) kicked off

its first book club meeting on Tuesday, Octo-

ber 20. YAC invited Jane S. Gould BC '40 for

a discussion of her new book Juggling: A

Memoir of Work, Family, & Feminism.

She told the audience that she initially

wanted to write the book in part because the

Barnard "Women's Center is such a strong

feminist presence in New York City and it

deserves a permanent record." Gould said

that as she began to write this book, she

found herself telling two stories; one of help-

ing other women broaden their options and

one of her own life story.

Gould shared that throughout her affluent

childhood she felt confused and lonely. In

hindsight she believes that this sense of being

an outsider gave her license to live iier life in

a way she wanted to. Gould feels that the

women's movement is necessary to have an

egalitarian, society. She encouraged the gath-

ered young alumnae to think about "other

women and to remember that [a] group is

needed from time to time." She also cautioned

them that "if the economy goes bad, women

will bear the brunt of it."

YAC chose Gould to be the first author to

discuss because of her long commitment to

Barnard and her work in the advancement of

opportunities for women. Gould b~,gan her

Barnard career in 1954 as a memtar of the

Alumnae Vocational Committee. As part of

the Committee, she provided support and

advice for women who were entering the

workforce for the first time. In 1965 she

became the Director of the Barnard Place-

ment and Career Planning Office. In 1970,

Gould, along with a small group of faculty,

alumnae, trustees, and administrators, began

to discuss how to incorporate the women's

movement into Barnard. In the fall of 1971,

using the income from Helen Reid's bequest,

the Barnard Women's Center was opened.

Gould was chosen as director. She held the

post until her retirement in 1983. Though she

is officially retired, she continues to write on

woman's issues.

Allison DiPerie is a Barnard first-year.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (212) 854-2067.

Sponsored by the Center for Research on Women



Dorothy Thomas Discusses Women's Rights
by Julia Cosgrove

On Thursday, October 15, Dorothy

Thomas, former Executive Director of the
Women's Rights Division of the Human Rights
Watch, spoke about "Using International
Treaties to Promote U.S. Women's Rights.'

Approximately 25 people attended the
lunchtime lecture, which was sponsored by
the Barnard Center for Research on Women
(CROW). Office Assistant for CROW Irene
Bloom introduced Thomas. Thomas, the
recipient of a 1998 MacArthur Foundation
"Genius" Award, holds a master's degree in
English Literary Theory and Women's Studies
from Georgetown University.

TiiOirias Sfcciuieti aboui women's rights
and violence against women worldwide. She
focused the marked separation between
women's rights and human rights, particularly,
and ironically, in the United States.

"Gradually, in the early '90s, the attitude
changed around the world," said Thomas.
"There was a sense that we were excluding
ourselves [as women's rights activists] by not
being part of the international human rights

movement."
"The whole endeavor culminated at the

Um'ied Nations World Conference of 1993.
There was no intention to address and focus
on the human rights of women, but the pres-
ence of women's rights groups radically trans-
formed the focus. The conference [was a
chance for the world to] recognize that vio-
lence against women is a global problem.
There was a lot of international pressure, and
many countries around the world ratified the
established international treaties relating to
human rights,- and in particular women's

rights," Thomas explained.
"There was a lot of domestic activism, and

many women's rights activism groups worked
with local groups around the world to adopt
women's rights into the broader scope of
human rights. In turn, the human n'ghts move-
ment was energized," she added. %

In the United States, women's rights
activism groups remained separate from
human rights groups. The U.S. was not
among the countries that ratified international
treaties. "The domestic groups seemed out of
the loop internationally on women's human
rights. I tried to begin to break down the divide
between domestic women's rights groups and
international human rights groups in the U.S.,"
said Thomas.

"The most shocking thing is that women
al! over (iie country1 are suffering egregious
forms of abuse. Many of the abuses are invis-
ible."

Thomas focused her attention on the sex-
ual abuse of women in prisons. Through her
research, she found that 50 percent of women
in prison today have a history of sexual abuse.
She also found that most guards in women's
prisons are men, which has created a highly
sexuaiized environment and a volatile situa-
tion. She observed sexual harassment, grop-
ing, and other widespread sexual misconduct
while researching prisons nationwide.
Thomas said that other countries have adopt-
ed laws to prevent this kind of situation, but
the "U.S. is defaulting on its obligation and
refusing to take steps to remedy the problem."

Thomas outlined why she believes the
U.S. has not ratified any of the international
human rights treaties. One argument that
many politicians make is that "We don't need
international law in this country. The Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights are utterly sufficient.
International law is a foreign policy issue."
She responded, "On the one hand, this is a

legitimate legal position, but on the other, this
[position] shields and deprives those of us
who would like some of those rights."

One of the biggest obstacles "is that there
is a strong attitude on the part of the U.S. gov-
ernment that 'We are doing fine on our own,
thank you very much.' There is a superiority of
the U.S. in addressing human rights issues."

In closing her lecture, Thomas posed the
question: Does it make sense to international-
ize domestic advocacy? !t is her opinion that it
does, and she believes that change can occur
through mass mobilization. "There is a poten-
tial for changing the policy of U.S. human
rights in relation to international human
rights," she said.

Thomas has been z Peace Fc!!cv: at Rscf-
cliffe College and is currently consulting for
the Shaler Adams Foundation.

Julia Cosgrove is a Barnard first-year.

•*• DNA from page 7 percent of her
classmates were female. Barton said that now
that she is at the university research level, a
much lower percentage of her colleagues are
women, "i don't think it's so much an issue of
how many women are going into science. It's
that you iose them along the way," she said.

The Gender Matters in Science lecture
series is co-sponsored by the Center for
Research on Women, the Barnard Project for
Gender and Science, the Office of the
Provost, and the Women's Studies Depart-
ment. Lectures will be given throughout the
year. The next scheduled speaker will be
Maureen Killackey, a Barnard alumna and the
Director of Gynecologic Oncology at Saint
Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital.

Sara Keane ;s a Barnard junior.



By Tonette Williams Koh, a Barnard sophomore and member of her a feeling of community and familiarity. She
International Church (1C), one of the smaller says the group "feels like a family," and for this

Columbia University students have religious groups on campus, stated that she is reason it is a valuable part of her life,

remarkably easy access to religion. a part of 1C because it is "a friendly, small But there are some religious groups that

There are over a dozen religious groups group of people who care about what's going can seem harmful to a student's well-being. In

on campus, and many possess large mem- on in my life, and I can get advice about any- their housing check-in packets this fall, stu-

berships. In Morningside Heights alone, there thing from them." Koh, who was a part of a dents found brochures entitled "High-Pres-

are about a dozen churches, not to mention religious group in her high school, learned of sure Religious Groups." The brochure, creat-
|C from g member Of {he University's ed in conjunction with the Manhattan School

Gospel Choir. 1C has a weekly bible study of Music and the Division of Student Affairs at
and sponsors study breaks. They also host Northwestern University, was included in a

weekend retreats. Koh feels her affiliation series of brochures published by the Office of

with this group is important because it Student Life to give students information on

gives her a sense of home, while allowing how to respond if approached by a high pres-

her to express her faith. sure group. Because there are so many reli-

PHOIOOVJ'Mlf HARDY

Riverside Church

the schools of divinity and rabbinical studies

two blocks north of us. Each year, numerous

students come to college and join a religious

group, an action many may not have taken

before. Other students arrive a! Columbia

having already been a part of a religious orga-

nization, -looking for a new one to replace the

one they had to leave at home. But in both

cases, most students are looking for a com-

Another religious group on campus gious groups on campus and around the city,

which has a much larger membership and the brochure offers information (hat can help a

higher profile is (he Campus Crusade for

Christ (CCC) Windy Thompson, a

Barnard sophomore and member of

CCC says that members strive to "keep

each other accountable on OUF Christian

walk." In an environment of new experi-

ences and influences, CCC encourages

its members to maintain their Christian

beliefs and faith and gives non-Chris-

tians an opportunity to find out more about

Christianity. CCC, which has approximately

100 members, holds weekly group meet-

ings where its members can corne together

for worship, hear guest speakers, offer tes-

timony, and sing songs. Ttiere are also

smaller group meetings that are usually ied

by student leaders. Thompson found out Broadway Presbyterian

3bouf GCC on Clubs Day during her freshman student to make a better decision about which
munity within a community: a place where yeai. She said she chose to be a part of CCC group to join.

they can worship with fellow believers, and because "that's where God wanted me to go." According to the brochure, high-pressure

form friendships with people of the same reli- Thompson emphasized that although CCC is religious groups may be harmful to students

gious conviction. a religious group and holds Bible study groups because they usually want their members to

Such groups can act as a source of com- and offers a place to worship, it is not a sub- isolate themselves from other friends and

fort and familiarity in a new environment. Mary stitute for church. For Thompson, CCC offers family, give up control of their life, finances,



possessions, thoughts and decisions, and

may resort to "frightening you to a point that

you stop making decisions and asking ques-

tions for yourself." Some indicators that a

group may be a high-pressure group are if

"the group seems to be perfect. Everyone

agrees and follows orders cheerfully." Or if

long time members "encourage you to put

their meetings and activities before all other

commitments." Or if the group "speaks in a

derogatory way about your past religious affil-
iation." Professor Randall Balmer, chair of the

Cathedra! of SI John the Divine

Barnard Religion department, noted that
these groups tend to target marginalized
groups on campus. Such students may be

lonely and homesick for family and friends,

hurting emotionally, unable to find their niche

at the College, having problems with making

new friends, or having academic difficulties.

Sandra Johnson, Dean of Student Life,

noted that although the concern for students

joining high-pressure religious groups on

campus is justified, the brochure was not pub-

lished directly in response to an increase in

such activity on campus. There was a surge of

religious groups a few years ago, but it has

not been prominent in the past year or two.

However, in recent years some students have

been approached. And members of the

administration have recently received calls

from concerned parents who noticed that their

children had been suffering academically, or

who are concerned with their daughters' new

religious activities. Friends of members of

n,gh_pressure groups have also come

to the administration expressing con-

cern that their friends are not studying

or taking part in other activities, or that

they have been giving money to new

groups.
As far as mainstream religions go,

Christianity is not the only religion rec-

ognized on campus Diversity of belief

on campus is well reflected in the vari-
ety of religious interest groups such as
the Jewish Student Union, the Mormon

Students ai Columbia, and the Muslim

Student Association. Some religious

organizations, such as the Roman

Catholic Newman Group, have more of

a community service onentation Other

groups, like the a capella group Jubila-

tion, sing their praise ai free, on-cam-

pus concerts. Off-campus, many gays,

lesbians, bisexuals, and transsexuals

worship at the Metropolitan Community

Church of New York, located on West 36
Street. Dignity New York offers a weekly
Roman Catholic mass for lesbian, gay, bisex-

lial, and transgender Catholics in St John's

Episcopal Church on West 11th Street.
Whatever one's religious convictions may

be, there is often a group on campus or in the

city that celebrates those beliefs.

Tonette Williams is a Barnard junior.

153 West 10£ Street
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Binlids Delivers a Partisan Message

ttttgcMfer $060143143*4

By Rache/ Ramirez

In Binlids, a play directed by Pam

Brighton, the most dramatic effects are those

achieved visually and through sound. Imagine

standing in a room starting at a man who

points a gun at the people around you. You

see a flash of light. You hear the sound of the

gunshot. The effects of the play, like its parti-

san message are both blinding and deafening.

The play, written and performed by women

of West Belfast, depicts their 30-year suffering

in Northern Ireland. The women of this com-

munity would bang "binlids," the covers of

garbage cans, on the ground to warn of the

arrival of British soldiers The production, per-

frorned at the Angel Orensanz Cultural Center,

rnarKS me beginning of a ilnee yea! cultural

exchange between, West Belfast and Mew York

City For the American audience, whose pri-

mary knowledge of the conflict derives from

American media coverage, Binlids introduces

a new view on the historic and present events

of Northern Ireland

Despite the partisan message, the veraci-

ty of the play derives from its depiction of his-

torical events The events in the play are

chronologically based, beginning with the

arrest without trial executed by British troops in

1971. Towards the end of the chronology,

Gerry Adams, the current president of Sinn

Fein, the political wing of the Irish Republican

Army, appears as a character in the play

According to the play, Gerry Adams along with

the other Irish Catholic characters, are wrong-

fully depicted by the media. He is defined as

one of the victims in the play who fights

against uniformed murderers, the British sol-

diers, who seemingly crucified Ireland

Throughout the play the British torture the

innocent victims of this Catholic community,

sometimes using violent methods such as lit-

erally deafening them senseless.
The production is so obvious in its subjec

tivity that it becomes less like a play and more

like a two hour political campaign. The charac-

ters, played by 18 Northern Irish actors, are

promoters of this collective view. The audience

hears their speeches, the chanted slogans

the inner thoughts of someone tortured. The

individual voices of the characters, however

are muted by the loudly stated political mas-

sage. The audience hears nothing else. The

audience sees nothing else either.

The unique set, designed by Robert Bal-

lad, also contributes to the blinding of the audi-

ence The events are performed on five

stages, which surround a standing audience

Only one of the stages is realistic, portraying

ine silung room of a house complete wiin fur-

niture, family portraits, and a picture of Jesue

Christ The technique of having the audience

in the center is especially effective when the

actors march through the audience, distribut-

ing flyers, making the audience feel like mem-

bers of the action During a staged politica

speech, audience, surrounded by applauding

actors, might find themselves applauding a?

well In those moments, the audience

becomes part of an intei active theater whether

they want to or not This technique is not

prominent in Irish theater, which tends to be

more literary based and less experimental

The production also had innovative ways

of using sound, saturating the play with gun-

shots, the sound of helicopters flying over-

head, and banging of binlids. The sounds, like

the play's message, contribute to the deafen-

ing political noise. By the end, the dramatic

effects had desensitized the audience, and the

seemingly unending cycle of violence had

become wearisome.

Rachel Ramirez is a Barnard senior.



/"^^//Screenplay has its Weaknesses
By Vanessa Garcia

A giant, slow-witted boy named Max,

wearing size 14 shoes, and Kevin, a tiny being

in leg braces who pours over books, are the

two protagonists of The Mighty. The upcoming

film is directed by Peter Chelsom in in collab-

oration with Miramax and Scholastic Produc-

tions, It seems at first to be a charming tale of

friendship at the crucial and angst-filled age of

thirteen However, the screenplay is not alto-

gether as "mighty" in its accomplishments It

has its pathos evoking moments, and its

delightful allusions to King Arthur and the

Knights of the Round lable; still, it seems to

lack something Viewers get the feeling that

they have seen this movie before, perhaps the

archetypal cnaraclers give this effect ur per

haps the movie just tries too hard

The movie is based on the young adult

novel Freak Ihe Mighty by Rodman Philbrick

The story begins when Kevin Dillon (played

surprisingly well by Kiernan Culkin) and his

mother (Sharon Stone) move Their new

neighbors include Max (played by Elden Hen-

son), and his grandparents, who live together,

as Max's father is in prison for murdering

Max's mother Aside from (his family slufe.

Max is huge for his age and has failed the sev-

enth grade, having never learned to read

beyond a second grade level. Kevin is the

polar opposite of Max He is tiny and he is bril-

liant; he builds sentences with the intricate

vocabulary of a lover of words. Nevertheless,

Kevin has his own set of tragedies. He was

born with a terminal childhood disease. His

father disappeared after being informed that

his child was to be born with birth defects. The

movie could probably have done without the

sympathy evoking, tear-jerking baggage that

seems to contribute a forced element to the

film. The most essential and heartfelt moments

of The Mighty are not dramatic peaks but the

subtle waves of friendship that pervade it.

Kevin becomes Max's assigned tutor at
school. What starts out as an imposed

encounter turns out to be a brotherly alliance

that Kevin likens to that of the Knights of the

Round Table They join together in a common

cliche, Kevin symbolizing the brains, and Max

the body Nevertheless, the most winning

aspects about this film are the parallels to King

Arthur and his valiant knights Together Max

and Kevin, who have been called Franken-

stein and Igor by their classmates, become

"Freak the Mighty" Together, they go in search

of greatness thiough a defense of all that is

good and honorable They rescue damsels in

distress and prove their courage and valor

though a world of fantasy that becomes their

icality The most touching scenes in this movie

are those that express this friendship in a nat-

ural manner Max lifting Kevin onto his shoul-

ders so that Kevin can see the fireworks

Another example is a gift that Kevin gives to

Max, a beautifully inscribed book that Max will
eventually fill with their story

The Mighty also has its fair share of weak-

nesses The movie has that Hollywood touch

(or taint) in its depiction of certain characters

The villainous father instills nightmarish fear in

his child Gillian Anderson plays the low-

class criminal with a good heart The encom-

passing pillar of stiength in the shape of a

mother, and the typical caring, but seemingly

rough-edged are archetypal, one-dimensional

and have been seen before. This is the aspect

of the movie that projected a constrained,

forced feeling that could have been done with-
out.

Children will probably enjoy reading the

book by Rodman Philbrick and, in fact, the

book has been a great success. The book

without the visual Hollywood +- page 17
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Brownies

Coney Island Htgh

Whigs Soften Up
byJenBemtan

Greg Duili sings the word "rainbow" on
1965, the Afghan Whigs' latest effort. "When
you're going crazy, over the rainbow," he
croons. For a frontman whose lyrical vocabu-
lary usually revolves around suave gangsters

and abusive love affairs, this is quite a notable
departure. A mere five years ago he was taunt-
ing, "I've got a dick for a brain, and my brain is
gonna sell my ass to you" After all, mis is a

The Afghan Whigs

man whose favorite outfit is a black Italian suit,
whose favorite time of day is (he middle of (he
night, whose last alburn retold the story of a

pulp murder novel. He embodies sex appeal,
albeit a dark and slightly sadistic version.

Part of Dulli's attraction is his confidence.
On "Uptown Again" he moans, "Your eyes
have failed you dear." He is fully secure that

his vision is the correct one and his compan-

ion's must be faulty. Others may come off
seeming pig-headed, but Dulli is convincing.

Another element of his appeal is his highly

caustic opinions. He appeared on an MTV

special explaining that he empathizes with

poor kids who deal drugs, because it is one of

the most viable avenues to financial success
for them. He is also infamous for spouting his
sexual politics onstage. Truly a loose cannon,

he continues pushing his brash sex drive in lis-
teners' faces on the new album, which also
showcases some softer moments amid an
array of libido-laden tracks.

While the Afghan Whigs' 1996 release
Black Love was all dark alley allure and 1993's
Gentlemen had a distinctively dysfunctional

bedroom air, 1965 follows in the
line of distinctive Whigs style, but
on a more positive note. On first
listen, the album as a whole is

easily digested and infectious.
Somcally, the hard edge of Gentle-

men and (he raw organ-accented
grunge of Black Love have abated

to leave a slightly poppier album
"Somethm1 Hot," likely to be

the first single, opens the album
with the striking of a match which
ignites into typical Whigs flair. A

tinkling barroom piano accents the
hard rock cutting ol the guitars Dulli's vocals

start smooth but careers throughout the cho-
rus The song proves what fans will be glad to
hear, as Dulli claims that "guilt takes a back-
seat to lust" on this album.

"66," the album's most alluring track, is a
love song, Afghan Whigs style. Dulli softens
his voice, as if speaking to a lover, when he

observes, "You walked in just like smoke/ with
a little come on, come on, come on in your

walk." He adds a touch of sexuality to this oth-

erwise sweet track, just so listeners remember

they are listening to the Afghan Whigs But if

"I'll be down on my knees, come and take me,



take me, take me, I'm yours,' was sung by

Dufli on any other album, one would be

searching for what kind of sarcastic angle he

was taking. Here, the genuine quality of his

voice assures you he is serious.

"Crazy," which boasts background vocals

by Alex Chilton, has an almost dreamy quali-

ty. Besides the rainbow theme, Dulli wonders

"Whatever did happen to your soul? I heard it

soaring."

For years this Cincinnati outfit has been

underrated Always operating on the fringes,

the Whigs have created one of the most dis-

tinctive and recognizable styles in music

today. Tinged with organs or pianos, their style

is simultaneously musty and raw. It is a vin-

tage black fur coat, reeking of cigarette

smoke, hiding a naked body L;neath, and

drawing the listener in with every breath and

every beat. Though 1965 lacks the cohesive
shadowy glory of Black Love, it does have an

upbeat air and lighter sonic texture which may

attract new fans.

Jen Berman is a Barnard junior and a Bulletin

Managing Editor.
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My idea of fun is losing myself in

a record shop for hours at a timt.i

am not at all picky. Big chains, small

shops, street vendors, I love them all.

So, a trip to the new massive Virgin

Megastore at Union Square tempted

me like a trip to a distant and exotic

land. The prospect of uncharted terri-

tory for me proved more than I could

handle. Before I knew what I was

doing, I was on the N/R line on my

way to Union Square.

I prepped myself on the train.

Every time I enter a record store, I

find myself the victim of short term

memory loss. I know that I came for

a reason, for a specific album, but for

the life of me I can never remember

it.

I jotted down my two objectives

on the back of my hand. There was

no way that I was going to forget this

time. I exited the train full of vim and

vigor. I knew that an adventure await-

ed me.

If only I were aware of the nafure

oi the adventure ahead. Just beyond

Union Square,

the Virgin

Megastore

looms like an

over-anxious

mother. Huge

and antiseptic,

the store neatly advertises "Music"

and "Movies" in reddish-orange neon

in the front window.

The first sight that a friendly Vir-

gin patron is confronted with, howev-

er, is not either one of the above-list-

ed choices—no CDs, no cassette

tapes, no videos or even laser discs.

Instead, one is greeted with the not

completely pleasing hairy mug of

Richard Branson, the owner of the

Virgin empire. The Branson photo in

question is not a welcome sign to his

shop. Oh no. It is a display for Bran-

son's autobiography of the pseudo-

provocative title Losing my Virginity.

Oh my, indeed.

Forging on unfalteringly past this

display, one is greeted with an

expanse of rows upon rows of CDs.

Every item is stickered at least twice

with a Virgin logo, as we have Virgin

to thank for all of these wonderful

albums. In addition, for every ten

paces there is a display of Virgin

merchandise, apparently to "tempt"

[he hapless consumer. Or maybe its

intent is to send a subliminal mes-

sage to the customers so that every

time thai they think "CD," they think

"Virgin." Whichever way it was

intended, I avoided standing still for

too long, fearing that one of the siaff

vvouid affix z bright red "Virgin" stick-

er on my forehead and place me

amongst the other merchandise.

I rode down the escalator in

search of my CDs. The racks that

greeted me seemed to boast three

thousand different categories of

music, none of which were labeled

very well. I spent twenty minutes

looking for my admittedly pop choic-

es in the rap section. I returned to the

escalator to search the upstairs por-

tion of the store. I spent another fif-

teen minutes in the electronica sec-

tion looking for the same selection.

This pattern was repeated enough

times for the security guards to take

notice and recognize me as I trav-

eled up and down, up and down the

escalator. They waved and smiled

their encouragement; I was obvious-

ly not the first to take to this path. I

looked around and found a thin

crowd of similarly bewildered con-

sumers. They wandered about aim-

lessly, begging with their eyes,

"Please tell me what to buy so I can
leave this place."

Finally, I arrived in the promised

land. Jutting out from the back corner

of the shop, the rock/pop section

called out to me.! had since crossed

out one of my choices, figuring that I

had to lower my expectations if I

planned on getting out of the store

before the next morning.

I gripped the edge of the racks,

following the letters to where my

desired CD awaited me. I read the

name, dove for the section, and

pulled out the CD victoriously. Before

the smile could settle on my facs, I

look-a gander at the price tag, locat-

ed just below the first Virgin sticker.

Eighteen bucks! Plus tax! No way!

I backed away in horror. "Well, I

never!" were the only words that

came to mind. I set my jaw arid

stormed out of the store. The securi-

ty guards waved their good-byes,

with knowing smiies. I swear that I

heard them whisper, "There goes

another one."

Suzi Green is a Barnard senior and

a Bulletin columnist.



Spear, Leeds & Kellogg
We will be on campus Friday, November 13

Sign up now for an interview at
the career services office.

We are one of the leading Wall Street Financial Services firms
(largest NYSE and AMEX Specialist firm and
NASDAQ market-maker).

We are looking for talented individuals for our TRADER TRAINING
PROGRAM, CLEARING SERVICES and TRADING GROUPS. We
offer a COMPETITIVE salary and EXCELLENT
BENEFITS PACKAGE, including BONUS AND PROFIT SHARING.
Interested parties can also fax/mail resumes to:

Fernando Casadevall, HR Centralist
Spear, Leeds & Kellogg
120 Broadway, 7th Floor
New York, NY 10271

Fax (212) 433-7490

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer by choice regardless of
race, religion, age, sex, national origin or disability.

- LEFRAK from page 6 tors, attributes

her "eye" to Held, said Herring.

Other renovations include the soon to be

completed Marion Webber '39 living room.

The Webber Living Room, also known as

Reid living room, will boast refinished floors,

better lighting, and an elevator for handicap

accessibility.

Helen Reid's grandson, Stewart Reid,

also contributed to the Barnard Campaign.

The entrance to Reid Hall, as well as two

lounge areas will be renovated.

On October 8, the Arthur Ross Green-

house was reopened. Ross is a member of

the Board of Trustees. The renovated green-

house replaced the one built in 1928.

Peter Gisolfi and Associates were the

architects responsible for the Barnard reser-

vations with exception of the Greenhouse.

Christina Bracero is a Barnard junior and the

Bulletin News Editor. Stacie Divotski is a

Barnard first-year.

-« MIGHTY from page 13 cliches pro-

vides wonderful reading for young adults.

However, the movie, although it tries to reach

a broader audience, is not altogether success-

ful in its mission.

Vanessa Garcia is a Barnard sophomore.
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- BEAR ESSENTIALS from page 5

STATISTICS

Wednesday, November 18,10am,

601 Mamemaiics Hali

URBAN STUDIES

tentative date: Tuesday, November 10,

1pm, 421 Lehman Hall

WOMEN'S STUDIES

Monday, November 9, 5:30pm,

101 Barnard Hall

FUSEAS 3-2 PROGRAM: Students interested

in the combined Engineering program are

invited to an information session on Thursday,

November 5, in 520 Mudd, at 5:30pm If you

are unable to attend the meeting and have not

yet met with Dean Blank, contact her as soon

as possible.

LIBRARY WORKSHOPS: Weekly walk-in

workshops are held at the Reference Desk on

the second floor of the Library:

NEXIS Monday at 4pm

Clio Plus and LWeb Tuesday at 4pm

Searching the Web Wednesday at 4pm

No sign-up is required. You may want to con-

suit the Library web page for more information:

www.barnard.columbia.edu/library.



"MITA'S
M l S I X C i S "

ByMHaMatlick

The notorious reputation of Barnard security rivals only that of Din-
ing Services. "It's the lesser of two evils," says one of my friends. To be
safe or to be eating healthy, that is the question. While I, as any other
college student, have plenty of gripes about dining services at Barnard,
I have noticed the improvements that have been made since my first
year. At the present, I can eat healthy elsewhere and avoid Mclntosh's
overpriced items with a stroll down to UFM.

I cannot say the same about the other Barnard department. I can
only rely on one place for my safety: Barnard security. The thought

scares many of us.
Since my first year, I cannot recall any stellar improvements made

hy ppnirily. When I resided in Elliott, I have vivid memories of walking
down Ciaremunt at night and seeing the guard in the booth asleep on
the corner of Claremont and 116 Street. No matter how late in the night
it is. nothing justifies a guard sleeping on duty Once is not excusable,
but can be overlooked. After that at what cost is catching up on some
sleep comprising our security? Some may find this amusing and
maybe think that I am taking it too far. But perhaps all of us take our
safety for granted. We feel strong and independent and walk every-
where and anywhere during any time of day. Sometimes I forget that I
am in New York City and not in my small suburban town in Massachu-
setts. It only takes a second for a tragedy to happen. And in that
moment when the guard's senses are not the siiaipesl, we as students
are the most vulnerable.

The other problem I have noticed is that at many times the booth
is empty. During the day, and especially at night, someone should be
there watching over the area. Perhaps it is just that whenever i happen
to walk by they are changing shifts and a guard will come shortly. But
I never quite understood or still understand when guards are required
to be in the booths. Shouldn't we be given the information so we will
know when someone should be in the booth and when not? So I ask
you this: which is better, a sleeping guard or no guard at all?

The tunnels are another source of anger for me. I can remember
countless amounts of times asking security for a ride back to Elliott,
and they told me "Use the tunnels. That is what they are there for."
Security refused to drive me to Elliott. Shouldn't I have the right to be
driven to Elliott if I do not feel safe in the tunnels? If anyone has taken

the tunnels at 3am alone, they know how un-nerving the experience
can be. Guards are supposed to be down there patrolling the area, and
there is a video camera down there, yet this leaves me unconvinced.
And the mirrors I always thought to be quite useful—I can see who is
around the corner right before they attack me. But seriously though, I
could easily be pulled into one of the empty classrooms during the
early mornings by some psycho and no one would be the wiser. What
if I am not in view of the cameras? What if they see that I am in trou-
ble and it takes security too long to get to the tunnels? At least walking
outside I could run and scream. No one would hear me at 4am in the
Economics department.

I also find the situation about entering the Quad to be an ironic one.
All Barnard dorms are very strict about non-Barnard students entering
the buildings. For this security should be praised—they do their best to
make sure random men are not wandering the halls. But what always
confuses me is this: during meal times, Columbia men come to Hewitt
dining hall using rhe entrance through Barnard Hall to eat here. Cnce
they get into the dining hall, they have access to the Sulzberger eleva-
tors and can enter anywhere into the Quad at their leisure. Am I the
only one who realizes this?

To a certain extent, I realize that we are all responsible for our own
safety and well being. Most of us know what to do and what not to do.
For instance, walking down 125 Street and Broadway alone at 1am is
not the brightest idea. Barnard security can't stop us from doing that. I
do not expect them to be my personal bodyguards. However, I do
expect to feel protected. I expect there to be someone posted at [he
tunnels or someone to walk through with me if I feel unsafe. Or they

should be able to give students rides to Elliott. I expect guards to be
fully awake and to be as polite as humanly possible at 4am. Hours for
when guards should be in the booths should be posted. The times
security will escort students at night and to where they will bring you

should be listed at the front gates so it is accessible to students. Many
Plimpton residents do not even know that they have the option of hav-
ing security give them a ride home late at night. I also expect students
to give security the respect they deserve. As our mothers always said,

respect cannot be bought, not even through uniforms, fancy cars, and
brochure pamphlets. It is simply earned.

Mita Mallick is a Barnard junior and a Bulletin columnist.



THE END OF THE DOMAIN ERA
by Stacy Cowley often called-are the tags that come at the

end of URLs. There are seven main ones at
The days of the .com domain are num- the moment (.com, .net, .org, .gov, .mil, .edu,

bered. and .int), plus a slew of obscure, country-spe-

One of the most fascinating things about cific domains: .us for America, .jp for Japan,

the Internet is how utterly accidental it is. .uk for the UK, and so on. The system made

Through an interesting confluence of culture sense when it was set up in 1984: major com-

and technology, the Net boomed in the early mercial corporations would use .com (short

'90s and transformed almost instantly from a for "commercial"), non-profits and other "mis-

small-scale academic network to a mass

medium. The Internet's architecture turned

out to be remarkably scalable—but it is a hap-

hazard architecture ill-suited to the demands

now placed on it. The familiar "http:/f tacked

onto the beginning of most URLs is one exam-

ple: it's an archaic tag left over from the days

when programmers ran the Net, before hyper-

text (the "lit" in "http") became the Web norm.

Now, when ftp:// and gopher:// sites are used

ceilaneous" organizations would use .org, and

Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and other

computers systems that were part of the Inter-

net's infrastructure would be grouped under

the .net (for network) TLD. The organizers fig-

ured the DNS would remain fairly small—five

years after it started, fewer than 100.000

hosts were registered Then came the wired

revolution. Today, there are over 15 million

registered hosts in the DNS.

The inevitable result is what's been called

the "crowding of .com"—most websites began
by only a small fraction of the wired populace

and virtually never accessed through Web

browsers, the tag is an abandoned

relic of an earlier incarnation of the

Net. It's geek code that accidentally lUSt III time I Of the HaHOWCeil

became imbedded in the mass con $685011,
provides quality scary graphics and

The http:// tag is harmless. Some IlllkS tO $116$ frOUS QKlf IIKG memorials
of the other problems resulting from 10 HaHttftfcftfl jOftBS aiifJ SSfllfca.

not— and the various governmental and com- registering with the tag, and it quickly became

mercial organizations in charge of the inter- the default tag. Recent versions of popular

net's back-end are currently working on ways browsers even assume that the site you're

to revamp the Domain Name System (DNS) looking for is i,i the .com domain: type

to allow it to better reflect the Internet that "pathfinder" into Netscape Navigator 3.0 and it

exists now, not the Met of a decade ago. Most will automatically supply the "http://www"and

of these changes will be behind-the-scenes ".com" parts of the URL.

reorganizations of who does what and how. The .com glut has lead to some interest-

One change that will affect even the most ing side affects not predicted by the acade-

casual Net user, though, is the coming change mics who established the system. Four years

in top-level domains. ago, the assumption was that domain names
Top-level domains— or TLDs, as they're were far too clunky for the public to remember.

The Net's designers assumed developers

vould invent some clever search engine to

locate resources and they users would never

be bothered with constantly typing URLs. No

one predicted the explosion of the www.com-

pany-name-here.com model for site address-

es—and several popular sites have been pay-

ing the price for that mistake. When the cre-

ators of the search engine Alta Vista found

that www.altavista.com was unavailable four

years ago (it was owned by a man with a

small company in California which is also

named Alta Vista), they decided to simply set

up camp at www.altavista.digital.com. The

actual URL didn't matter much, they figured.

How wrong they were. Net newbies con-

stantly went to Vifww.altavista.com looking for

the popular search engine; this summer, the

site was getting as many as half a million hits

a day from such accidental visitors. Chas-

tened, Alta Vista recently shelled out $3.3 mil-

lion to buy the domain from its former owner.

But the bunching of URLs in the .com

domain is not how the Net was intended to

work, and it isn't a particularly good system.

For several years now, a plan known as the

CORE/gTLD-MoU (somelimes these

acronyms get downright icky) has been kick-

ing around to add seven new TLDs, including

.store, .info, .rec, and .web. Whether or not

the plan ever emerges from the depths of the

bureaucratic abyss, it has become clear with-

in the last few months that the status quo can-

not last. Within the next year we are likely to

see a new batch of TLDs introduced.

Maybe one day we'll even get to be

http://bulletin.barnard. How cool would that

be?

Stacy Cowley is a Barnard junior and a

Bulletin columnist.



Strasbourg • The heart of the European Union, site of the Council of Europe and the European
Court of Human Rights, center of commerce.
The Alsace Region • One of the most beautiful and historic of the French provinces. An excellent
location close to Germany and Switzerland. Numerous travel opportunities.
The University - One of the oldest in the French university system with an enrollment of several
thousand international students and more than 50,000 French students.
The City - A 2,000 year old city with ancient architecture, cultural and commerce centers, and a
political, economic and international community.
Language and Culture - French and German.

Admission: Open to men and women undergraduates from accredited colleges and universities.
Requirements: Students are accepted from any major provided they have appropriate French language background.
Plan of Study: Orientation/intensive French language instruction. One semester or one year programs. Full array of
credit bearing courses at the Universite de Strasbourg. Internships arranged.
Financial Aid: Scholarships available to qualified students.
Apply by: Nov. 15 for Spring 1999; March 15 for Fall 1999.

For information and application, contact Hood College,
401 Rosemont Avenue, Frederick, MD 21701-8575

C O L L E G E
E-mail: strasbourg@hood.edu » Web Site: www.hood.edu

Hood College actively tulxctilx* to a policy of equal educational and employment opportunities.

STUDY IN

OXFORD
Live with British

students in the very
center of Oxford
as an Associate

Student of a medieval
Oxford college.

Summer and graduate sludy
available. Since 1985,

students from 240 leading
U.S. Colleges have studied in

Oxford through W.l.S.C.

Washington International
Studies Council

214 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E
(Suite 370)

Washington, D C 20002
Phone Number. (202) 547-3275
Free Telephone: (800) 323-W1SC

Facsimile: (202) 547-1470
E-mail, wsc@erols.com

help wanted
ABSOLUTE SPRING BREAK
"TAKE 2" 2 FREE TRIPS ON
ONLY 15 SALES and EARN
$$.
Jamai ca, Caricun, Bahamas,
Florida, Padre! Lowest
Prices! Free Meals, Par-
ties & Drinks. **Limited
Offer**. 1-800-426-7710/
www.sunsplashtours.com

SPRINGBREAK Cancun,
Florida, Etc. Best
Hotels, Parties, Prices.
Book Early and Save!!
Earn Money + Free Trips!
Campus Reps./Organization
Wanted, Inter-Campus Pro-
grams 1-800-327-6013
www.icpt.com

miscellaneous
EGG DONOR WANTED.
Infertile, married
physician seeking egg
donor to start family.
Good pay. Anonymity pos-
sible. If college
enrolled/ degreed and
caring, call Sabrina at
1-800-780-1227, access
code 02.

BOOST YOUR GRADES! Let a
trusted journalism major
Proof and Edit ALL of
your written work. Most
jobs just $20! Fast and
affordable-quality and
sensitivity assured,
Call Courtney at (212)
423-1158 for details now!
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HOW TO CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN:
Yes, Halloween's knocking at your door! And, you forgot again how fast time flies. It tends to do that, especially, when it's midterm frenzy-

time! Yippee! For most of us, Halloween has a perfect sense of timing. Midterms are over for now, and it's time to go crazy, pretend you're some-

one else, scare people, and get lots of candy.

Some Facts about Halloween
Halloween is generally believed to have begun with the Celts

around 700 BC. The Ceits were tribes in England and Northern France.

For them the first of November was Samhain (pronounced "Sow-en"),

and meant the end of the summer. This day was considered to be a

day between the old year and the new one, and on this day the dead

were thought to walk the earth again. This was not a bad or scary thing,

sinre most people considered the spirits to be guides -to help them

through life. Many lit fires to guide the good spirits to them, and to keep

the evil ones away. Some people, though, believed that all returning

souls were looking for a body to inhabit so Ihey extinguished fires in

their homes and lit ones outside of town to iure the spirits away. The

tradition of qostumes originates in this belief, and is also an ancient

one. Most dressed up as skeletons and ghosts so the dead would per-

ceive them as useless, and leave them alone Others tried to make

themselves look as grotesque as possible to scare away the spirits.

The colors of black and orange associated with Death and Harvest

respectively were already back then considered the colors of what

would evolve to be Halloween.

When the Roman Church was established in England, it wanted to

stop this pagan ritual. But, this ritual was much too meaningful in peo-

ple's lives back then, and so the Roman Church could only rename it,

not abolish it. !t finally renamed it "All Hallows Evening," which was

eventually shortened to "Halloween."

The Irish brought Halloween to America in the 1840s. They were

the first to use pumpkins in it, since their tradition of the Jack-o-Lantern

required a turnip, and there were few to be found in America. The hol-

iday has gone in and out of favor a few times but has really come into

its own during the 20th century. Many stores started using Halloween

displays during the 1910s and 1920s, making the holiday into the

somewhat friendlier, but also commercialized one we know today.

Jack-0-Lantern

Once Satan had helped him get his goodies, Jack carved a cross into

the tree and angered Satan immensely. When Jack died, neither heav-

en nor Satan's hell wanted him. When he kept bothering the Devil to

let him into Hel!, the devil gave him a burning ember instead. Jack car-

ried the ember in a hallowed out turnip, sometimes described as rot-

ten, to light his way as he wandered through eternal darkness on earth.

Eventually, this became to be symbolized by the pumpkin in America,

and the Jack-o-Lantern was developed.

Trick-or-Treat

This tradition is based on an old Irish legend about the drunk Jack.

One day Jack was out in the woods and he tricked Satan up into a tree

so that he would throw down some of the fruit out of Jack's reach.

The Cells began the practice of trick-or-treat, trying to appease

the spirits. People would leave food out, or give it to the souls that

came to visit them. This was also called "Soulmg," and special 'Soul

Cakes" were made in some places. The beggars were required io say

a prayer for the dead in exchange for (he cakes. At first much healthi-

er things were offered: such as carrots, apples, and special health

breads just made for Halloween. One of the most popular ones was

milk with the cream left in. Of course today it better be candy or you'll

be tricked!

To be or not to be...but who to be!
Here are some quick fixes for those students who either don't want

to pay for a new costume or just want to be original

Money-tree: Throw on brown pants, and top, (or even belter, throw

on a brown cat suit) and glue on some fake Monopoly money.

Two trees with clothes-line: Grab a friend, look like trees, loop the

ends of a clothes-line around your necks, and clothespin some sexy

lingerie between the two of you.

Thermometer: Put on a silver bicycle helmet, white track suit, and

glue or draw on a red mercury line using felt or felt tip marker.

Carrot: Wear orange from tip to toe, put green mousse into your

hair, and paint your face green! Attach some green pipe cleaners to
your hair.

Or, just pretend you're on vacation. Wear a colorful, wild and wacky

shirt, shorts, and let several old cameras dangle around your neck.

Don't forget the sunglasses and the hat. Oh, and a couple of maps

hanging out each of your pockets will add the finishing touch.



A History of the Holiday and Some Costume Ideas
If you have no time whatsoever to do any thing go check out
Abra Cadabra at 19 W 21 Street (between 5 Avenue and 6

Avenue). Or call (212) 627 5194. They have another branch located at
10 Christopher Street, which can be reached at (212) 627 5745.

Ruble's Costume Co., Inc. on 120-08 Jamaica Avenue in Rich-
mond Hill, New York is another great option. They have a bunch of use-
ful and cheap stuff. Call (718) 846-1008 for information.

be or not to be...but where to
—Certainly, the place to be between 7pm and about 10pm is, yes,

the 25th Annual New York's Village Halloween Parade. This year's
theme is Metamorphosis, and it should be lots and lots of fun, espe-
cially since it's the quarter of a century anniversary. But please, make
sure you look very "halloweeny," you don't just want to be one of the
spectators. It's really only fun when you participate. And don't forget
gloves, it might bo s lift'e chifly Th* f-Mlowpen Parade starts on 6
Avenue, and proceeds from Spring Street up to 23 Street. If you want
to join the parade, which will be even more thrilling, then line up on 6th
Avenue south of Spring Street, down to Broom Street, between 6 and

7pm.
—Go do some ultimate scary drag dining at LIPS on 2 Bank Street

(comer of Greenwich Avenue). After a night of horrorble wining and

dining, you can just stay for The Morning After Sunday Brunch. Can

(212) 675-7710 for information.

—Go get some goose bumps in case you've missed them lately at
the Greenhouse of Fear Haunted House. Fifty live actors will make
sure you're tingling with fear for life when you walk out of that place. Ifs
a half-hour performance that will get you into the pumpkin mood. Call

(201)447-FEAR.

—In Enter Scream, several city recreation centers will transform
themselves into fright palaces this Halloween. One of them is the
Flushing Meadows center, which has been remade as a Scream-like
mansion with scary surprises and spooky mazes. Call (718) 699 4236.

—Madison Scare Garden turns out the lights for the third spooky
season. A whole emporium of bizarre freaks and other wacky stories
await you. For tickets, cali (212) 307-7171.

—For more info on events, definitely check out http://www.ciub-

NYC.com/ThePulse

A/a/i/d Seyedsayamcfosf is a Barnard junior and a Bulletin NYC Living

Editor.



Did you know that Chase's Middle Market analysts are preparing
financial projections, assessing risk, and analyzing financial transactions

to help develop Chase's relationships with over 70% of the tri-state's
mid-sized companies with sales of $3-$500 million?

AS YOU START YOUR CAREER,
WHY LOOK ANYWHERE ELSE?

For interview consideration for analyst positions in the tri-state area,
please drop your resume with career services, or mail directly to:

The Chase Manhattan Bank
Global Bank - Middle Market Recruiting

270 Park Avenue - 15tli Floor
New York, New York 10017

CHASE. The right relationship is everything.
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