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BEAR ESSENTIALS

REMINDERS RE PROGRAMS
AND REQUIREMENTS

Class of ‘97  You must end the
acadermic year with a runimum of 24
completed points and passing grades
i First-Year Snglish (1f you have not
been exempted), First-Year Serrunar,
and one PE course Fo financial aid
ehgibility, the 24-pomt murumum does
not include AP credit  If you scored
below 11 on the Basie Math Skills Test,
you must also pass QUR BCT001 {see
Catalogue, p 230} tns semester, you
wil not be ehgible to enter
Enviranmental Science BC1001/1002
or any of the QUR-qualifymg courses
on pp 33-34 of the Catalogue until
vou do Math F0065 15 not the correct
course, 1t recelves no credit You
should be taking QUR BC101 if you
are in Math 0065, please go to Lhe
Registrar’s Office at once Transfer
stirdents should notc that the above
also applics to you Class of '8¢ You
must complete your PE requirement
this year, ntherwise a grade of F will
be recorded In order to better nform
your choice of major, continue to
diversify your program ‘¢ you have
decided on a major, consult with the
major department on the most
advisable sequence of courses  If you
can, complete the Foreign Language,
Science and QR requirements by the
end of the year, or at the very latest by
the end of your juniom year  This 18
especially important 1f you are
considering study abroad n your
jumior year Class of ‘95 Read the
mformation above for guidelines  You
should alteady have dedared your
major and have a tentative plan for
fulfiling your major and other degree
requirements  If you entered as a
transter student, you must complete
the P E requirement (1 semester) by
the end of the year Class of ‘94 If
any of your general requuements
remain unfulfilled, your program
must contam caurses that will ensure
their completion so you can graduate
on {tme  Be sure that you do not
exceed the 18-point allowance fo:
studio, performing arts, and
professional school (including film)
courses  To do s0 mught result in your
ending the year with fewer Lhan the
requisite 120 points' If you have
questions, consult with Dean
Schneider or Dean Blank, 105
Milbank Semors are reminded to
read the Semior Guide, taking
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partieular note of information on the
Marshall, Rhodes, and Fulbnight
Scholarships, which all have very
early deadlines See below for more
details

DEGREE CREDIT CAVEATS

You will not recerve degree credit if
any of your courses duplicate course
work or AP credit that has already
been applied toward the degree
Although academic policy 15 clearly
set forth in both the Catalogue and
The Student Handbook, every year a
few students forfeit credit because of
overlapping enroilments Particular
caution must be taken with courses m
the sequential disciplines (1 ¢,
mathematics, the sciences, and foreign
languages ) For example, if you have
complcted an imtermediate foreign
language sequence, credit for the
second enrollment i such a sequence
either at Barnard or at another college
cannot be granted  Although this may
be vbvious, a few 1nstances of such
enrvllments with the expectabion of
credit continue to surface Exarmine
your progran and record carefully' If
you have any questons, see your class
dean or Dean Blank, m 105 Malbank

PETITIONS TO THE COMMITTEE
ON PROGRAMS AND ACADEMIC
STANDING

The deadline to submut petitions to
the Regstrar 1s Monday of the week af
the meetmg (The committee meets
b-weekly } Be as speaific as possible,
including details pertinent to the
request and the precise numbers and
titles of relevant courses Sceure all
appropriaie signatures and request a
commenlt, particularly if support 15
expressed (A signature without
comment 15 seen as pro forma) Bear
m mind that not every petition 15
granted—even with the support of
faculty, your adviser, and the dean
The committee evaluates 1t withun the
wide framework of 1s effect on
acadenmic  policy and allows
exceptions only for absolutely
compelling reasons  If you have any
questions, call Dean Blank, x42024

SENIOR CLIPBOARD

Important information will be given
at the Sentor Meelings on Tuesday
Sept 28, at noon, and Wednesday,
Sept 29 at 430 pm 1 36A Barmard
Hall Come to one of these meetings

to learn about the services and
achivities for seniors provided by the
Qffice of the Dean of Studies, the
Office of Career Services, the Alumnae
Affairs Office, and your class offtcers
The deadline for filing Marshall
Scholarship applications are due
today Monday, Sept 27 Fulbright
applicants are rerunded that the
deadline for submuttmg apphcations 15
Mon , Oct 4 Seruor Scholar apphcants
should see Dean Schnerder before the
Mon , Oct 11 deadline  If you are
applying to a graduate program in the
humanihes (including History}, and
have a GPA greater than 3 50, you
mught qualify for a Melion Fellowship,
see Dean Schneider for details  The
deadline for filing the Rhodes
Scholarship 1s Mon, Oct 18 Diploma
Name Cards for Feb ‘% graduates
should he turned 13 to the Registrar's
Ofhce by Fri, Oct 8 Don't forgei the
Craduale School Fair on Thurs,
October 14, see Career Services below
for more information

JUNIORS INTERESTED N
PURSUING A CAREER IN PUBLIC
SERVICE may enter the 16th annual
competttion of the scholarship
program sponsored by the Hairy S
Truman Foundation The Foundaton
Board of Trustees will select one
scholar from each of the 50 states and
40 scholars at large  Nominees must
be US chzens Uhe scholarship
provides $3,000 fo1 the senior year of
undergiaduate education and up to
$27,000 to cower graduate o1
professional school expenses  Based
on mertt, these awards are made to
students who ale college jumors in
Septemnber 1993 and who have
outstanding potential for leadership in
public service at the federal, slale, or
municipal level Qualihied juniors
with a GPA over 3 4 who are planning
a career m government service should
contact Dean Schneider, x42024, by
Mon, Oct 4

APPLICATIONS FOR THE REID
HALL PROGRAM IN Pans are due,
Friday, Oct 1, i 412 Lewisohn
Interested students should schedule
an appomtment with Dean Runsdorf
{x42024) as suon as possible

EDUCATION
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The Bulletin returns

The Bulletin is back. Semester after semester student writers and
editors try to capture the heart of the issues pervading this campus,
New York City, and the world around us. We speculate about
politics and comment on the food at “Spewitt.” We review
alternative art and rap on the Miss America Pageant.

More importantly, we offer a forum for students’ voices to be
heard. When Peter Hellman of writes an article entitled “Crying
Rape” which infuriates the campus, students turn to the Bulletin’s
commentary section to respond. When a controversial figure like
Khallid Mohammmed speaks at Columbia, students turn to the
Bulletin to read his speech verbatim and formulate their own
opinions.

he Bulletin is back. We are here so that students are heard. We
are here for you to learn about the deeper layer of issues, a source
of information that can not be found elsewhere.

EDITORIAL POLICY: .
: . The Barnard Bulletin
n order to be considered for

ublication, all Letters to the Editor from i 1 ;
apn individual must be signed by that 15 E@Qi‘(lﬂg fOr erters
individual and/or from a arnardySGA

ndlor Columbia stugent Council - and photographers.

Lt oo aiormubespmiyeg L INO1S1ed contact

publication of the issue. P & The Barnard Bulletin
Signed articles, letters or editorials at ext. 421 1 9

represent the views of the writer; they
do not necessarily reflect the views of
the entire Bulletin staff.
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by Amy Leavey

Te honor Barnard President Ellen V Futter's
contnibution to Barnard during her 13 year term as
president and to wish her goodwll in her new posihon
as prestdent of the American Museum of Natural
History, a collaborative group of Barnard urganizalions
held “Futierfest” on Monday Sept 20 The celebration
mcluded skits and presentations by Barnard faculty the
Student Government Association, and Barnard
admunistration and staff

Futter announced her appointment as museum
president m June  She will be the first woman chref
executive i the musuem s 124 year history and the first
woman to head a major New York City cultural
mnstituhon

Futtcrfest opened with the Columbia Universily
Marching Band escarting President Futter to a scat on
the stage  The program, with Dean of Faculty Bob
McCaughey acting as master of ccremonies involved
biology department chair Phil Ammurato pehitical
science professor Dennts Dalton, Assistani Dean of
Faculty Flora Davidson, and Director of the Barnard
Coliege Center for Rescarch on Women Leshic Calman,
amongst others  Taculty, staff, and students prarsed

Futterfest honors departing president

president Wanda Cole (BC '94)  “She 15 one of the most
dedicated and truly mspirational people, she 15 o great
role model [ realty admure her and I'm very sad she's
leavmg ”

“T think she’s the best,” said Jean McCurry, Director
of Summer Programs , one of the sponsors of the event
“Ghe’s a visionary and has more energy than anyone
else [ know

Patricia Green, Chair of the Board of Trustees
remarked “We've been <o lucky  Tlhus 1s a wonderfu]
celebration  [Futter] has been so good for Barnard  1f
we were (o ask 1if someone could be a perfect president,
this 15 as close as we would get ”

Although all are sad to see Futter leave Barnard,
warm wishes were conveyed regarding her new
posiion “1 know she will make as trg of an impact at
the Amerncan Museum of Natwal History as she made
here,” sad Regina Angeles (BC 94} Acaderice Program
Representative at Large

Futter, a Barnard alumna, graduated with a degree in
Imglish i 1971 She then recewved her ] D degree from
the Columbia University School of Law in 1974 and
practiced corprate law for six years before becoming
acting prestdent of Barnard 1t 1980 She was named

and jokingly poked funj
at  the departing
president  The 5GA
presented Putter with a
card sigined by many
Barrard students and ap”
sitver bowl enscribed
‘Prestdent Ellen V . e ;7
Futter, the students of :
Barnard College would ";;
fike to wish you farewell

We

£

and best wishes
walt nuss you
All atlendants off
Futterfest expressed
messages of  sincere
appreciation
respect
afforded the honor of]
meehng her as a person

—

and},
"I have been
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and know her as a
president,” said S5GA

The Columbla Univesity Marching Band seranades President Futter

pholg by Lavra Luccahesy
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president the following year.
As president, Futter maintained Barnard’s status as an
independent women's college while strengthening its
association with Columbia University, She acquired two
new dormitories, including Sulzberger Tower. Curriculum
reforms under Futter include the addition of a quantitative
reasoning requirement and the first year seminar.

Memories of Futte

Futter, delighted by the celebration, stated, "Amcns&
the things I'm going to miss, right on the top of the list are
the students. I adored being here. There is no better
privilege for an alumna than to be president of her
college.”

Amy Leavey is a Bulletin News Edifor and a Baynard College
sophotmore.
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President Futter enjoys her day in the sun,
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All photos by Laura Luccahesi

Dean McCaughey hosting
Futterfest.
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Three Little Milbank Maids, Joanne Howe, Lorraine Belgrave,

Carol Themas entertaining President Futter.

Sept. 27,1993 7



Altschul remains under construction

by Erica Burleigh

Walking across campus, you can't help but notice that
something is going on at Altschul—-the black wooden
structure in front of the building intrudes several feet into
the plaza in front of Mcintosh, and for those with classes in
Alischul, entry has become a more difficult process of
squeczing through narrow doorways. While the ongoing
construction is obvious, many Barnard students seem to
have a reaction similar to that of Claudia Altman-Siegel,
BC “95: “1 don't know why they're doing this
construction—all I know is that there’s no heating in the
lobby.” The letter sent by Suzanne Gold, director of
Facilities Services, to all students, explaining how
disruptions due to construction will be mitigated, neglects
to mention what the construction is all about,

Gold clearcd up some of the confusion during an
interview, “We've extended out the front of the building
by approximately {our feel and made the front entrance
into twu side enirances, with the purpose being to make an
enclosed lounge.” The Inunge, which costs upwards of
$600,000, “may be used as a private or public space,
depending upon the function, because it will be within
closed doors.”

Funding for the lounge is being provided by Arthur
Altschul (after whose mother the building is named)
through the Overlook Foundation. He requested the
renovations specifically for Altschul because, in Gold's
words, “The icbby’s seen better days... and the building
now gives a negative impression.”

Get Involved |
irite news for the
Bulletin.

Call Amy at ext. 42119
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Student reackion o the construction is mixed: according
to Maria Toy, president of the Student Governmeni
Association, no student discussion was ever held
concerning Altschul, and no discussion was proposed by
the Development Office, Facilities Services or SGA.
Suzanne Gold responded, however, by pointing out that «
meeting had been held in the spring for just that purposc,
to which students were invited.

Joanna Broughton, BC ‘958, said “I was here this summer,
and the college was good about informing us through flicrs
and through the Spectator sumuner editions, but I think it's
a totally useless project. The money could be better spent
on financial aid er general upkeep—like my bathroom
ceiling.” (Since funding for the renovations come from an
external source for a specific purpose, none of the
departments, including financial aid, are being
shorichanged. Unfortunately, this also means thal
Broughton's bathroom ceiling will remain moldy and
pocked, for the time being).

Altman—Siegel, upon being informed that a lounge was
being built, commented that “if it were a pillow room like
they have at Sarah Lawrence or Wellestey, that would he
cool, becanse Mclntosh isn't that comfortable to hang out
in. It would be cven better if they piped WBAR in 24 hours
a day, because people who live off rampus need a place to
listen to it.” (Altman-Siegel, by way of explanation, is the
persomnel director at WBAR).

And Jennifer Hanks, BC ‘94, saw the development as a
positive one. “Given that I feel fairly neutral about the
whole thing, I guess | like the idea, because I'm a
commuter, so it'll give me a place to sit that is more
comfortable than Mcintosh or the commuter lounge.”

Gold assured me that during the rest of the construction,
which is expected to be completed by the end of
November, efforts will be made {o keep disruption te a
minimum, through the installation of a temporary public
address systen in Lehman Auditorium and of a permanent
heating system. She sees the construction as being an
improvement on the existing “unpleasant environment,”
Arthur Allschul “look a useless space and tarned it into
something useful, so this will ultimately benefit the
students at Barnard.”

Erica Burleigh is a Barnard College Junior.



ACT-Ing for change: AIDS activists
prepare to protest Clinton's visit

by Nicole Hala

“I want to provide the leadership this country-needs for
a loud clear, and consistent war on AIDS.” Perhaps these
words sound familiar. They were spoken by Bill Clinton
during the final weeks of his campaign before he won the
presidency last November, As the new president of the

stated that most of this positive sentiment didn't reflect
any deep faith in Bill Clinton but a {=eling of relief that
George Bush would no longer be occupying his seat in the
Oval Office continuing to slash any progressive legislation.
Some members did hold a qualified optimism for the
future, grasping onto the slim hope that perhaps after
twelve years of Republican control, this forty-something

United States, has Clinton lived

Democrat, a former activist

up to his pledge? Has he turmed
his agressive-sounding words
into decds? There is na clean
consensus on this. However the
AIDS Coalition to Unleash
Tower (ACT-UP), a nationalk
organization created to promote
AIDS awareness and action,
respond in the negative o this
question and have been quite
vocal in expressing their
discontent at our new president .

ACT-UP members are angered
“at what they see as the constani

himself, would change things.
James, a member of the NYC
ACT-UP chapter recalls: “We
wanted a herp, someone to
take leadership.”

Now, afmost nine months
into the Demaocratic
administration, you won't find
any pro-Clinton cheerleading
or banner-waving in the ACT-
UP camp. The days of
romantic hope are over. Yet, it
did take some time before
AlDS activists were prepared

backpedalling and neglect of]

to come to the hard realizabion
that Clinton was nof the hero

AlIDS issues and they are]
planning to take action. As

they had envisioned. James

President Clinton is scheduled to
arrive in New York City on the
week of September 26th, Act-
Up’s protest of Clinton will enter a new stage of direct
action as they pledge to “ban Clinton from New York until
he acts to end the AIDS crisis.”

ACT-UP holds that “Bill Clinton is no longer welcome in
NYC “one of the epicenters of the AIDS crisis”, until he
meets four demands: Develop the kind of research project
described in ACT-UP's McClintack Project to find a cure
for AIDS, launch a national campaign of prevention
including education, latex distribution, and legalisation of
needles, commit the level of funding necessary to provide
health care and services for all people with AIDS, and take
visible, public leadership to end discrimination against
HIV positive people in all its forms.

Still, many ACT-UP members admit that they were
pleased with the election of Bill Clinton. However, they

SILENCE = DEATH

continues: “It’s taken some time
to believe that the leadership
wasn't there. We hung on too
long.”

Liz Galst complains of the complacency that she
believes took hold of the ALDS activist movement since the
election in a September issue of the Boston Phoenix: “What
I haven’t seen much of lately is protest, Since the
inauguration, the rage has gone out of the AlDS-activist
movement. ACT-UP chapters across the country are
fulding or watching their membership dwindle, We're so
tired of fighting, so hungry for a savior, we're acting as if
Bill Clinton is one.”

As if to symbalically put an end to the days of watching
and waiting, ACT-UP is ready to put the spark and
intensity back into its movement as it prepares for head-on
confrontations this week with the President that many
belicve has failed them.

[con't ACT pg 25 ]
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WBAR comes back with a bang

by Rachel Renaldo

1993-1994 marks the first year of broadcasting for
WBAR, Barnard’s own non-profit, non-commercial radio
station. It first went on the air with about forty DJs in
March of 1993, broadcasting from 8am to midight five days
a week. Over the summer, the station aited limited
programming three nights a week,

This semester, the station returns with @ variety of
programs, broadcasting from 8am to 2am, Monday
through Friday and Sunday from noon to midnight. There
are currently 51 DJs (chosen from a pool of oVer seventy
applicants) who each fill a two hour time slot. 50 far, there
has been a large response this year, according i station
manager, Ginger Wade. “About a hundred people showed
up for our first general meeting,” she said. Apart from the
Djs, WBAR has a twelve person exccutive staff. Music
Directors Liberty Lidz and Adam Mortimer, Assistant
Manager Spectre Bearns, and the other staff members keep
the place running. The staff was responsible for selecting
the DJs, and it based its decision on the station's promise fo
feature diverse and original programming,

Currently, only the buildings in the immediate Barnard
campus (McIntosh and the Quad) are wired to receive
WBAR broadcasts. Wade cxpects that Plimpton Hall will
be wired to receive the station within the next month and
hopes that other Barnard buildings will follow suit shortly
thereafter. Wade notes that there are no immediate plans
to wire Columbia buildings. “Qur first priority 1S to wire
the Barnard campus,” she said.

This Fall, WBAR features a wide range of music, as well
as news bulletins, concert updates, ticket giveaways, a
weekly top ten show and a weekly one-hour cali-in talk
show. Music programs include Hip Hop, Ské Carribean,

House, Reggae, Goth, Punk, Hardcore, Female Bands and
Singers, Jazz, 60s Flashback, Motown, Decp House and
Trance, Dancehall Soka, Techno, Political Punk/Hardcore,
Older Punk, Soul, Older Punk, Acld Jazz, Industrial Noise,
70s Funk, 80s Hits and Jewish Folk. The principle genre of
the station is probably Allernative/College Rock. “We try
to play different things. We tend to atiract a lot of college,
alternative, indie oriented type people who lIike to play that
stuff,” said Music Director Liberty Lidz.

WBAR has been receiving releases from bath major
record labels such as A&M, Atlantic and Geffen, and
smaller independent labels like K, and Lookout and Simple
Machines. The larger part of the music collection consists
of music released after Spring 1993. Lidz estimates that
there are several hundred CDs as well as a “decent” 7-inch
collection. Many DJs (particulariy those who do their own
specialty shows) choose o bring their own collections. The
station is also working on getting the rights to broadcast
“Maximum Rack n Roll,” an international show of punk
and hardcore produced by the long-running California
fanzine of the same name. In the future, WBAR hopes to
conduct trades with a station in France, particularly for
European hardcore releases.

To encourage the involvernent of a greater portion of
the College, DJs will have to reapply for shows in the
beginning of the Spring semester. Lidz notes that many of
this semester’s DJs had little or no experience in radio,
adding that it is unusual for a station to involve First-Years
and first timers as DJs. Training sessions took place last
week and WBAR and all of its new DJs went on the air on
Sunday, September 26th,

Rachel Renaldn is a Barnard College Senior.

1. Are you breathing?
2. Gan you hold a pencil?
3. Do you know what's going on?

The Bulletin s first quiz of the school year:

If you answered "yes" to the above questions than you should be a feature writer. Get
in touch with Beth or Nicole immediately to recieve your first "A" this year!

call ext. 42119
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Holtzman battles for her career

WOMEN'S ISSUES

as run-off approaches

by Claire Brinberg
She is the highest ranking female politician in New York
Statc. A 20 year veteran of national and local politics,

fizabeth Holtzman has served as a member of the House
of Representatives, Brooklyn District Attorney and
currently holds the office of New York City Comptroller,
the first woman in the city’s history 1o do so. A champion
of women’s rights, she has fought to assure safe access to
abortion and ensure that there is a strong female voice in
New York Politics, As the youngest member of the House
Judiciary Committee investigating the Watergate incident,
Holtzman grilled Gerald Ford and demanded the
resignation of Richard Nixon,

Despite her many achievements, Heltzman has never
becn well-liked in political circles. Many consider her to be
a ruthless opporiunist who will do anything to advance
her career.  As Brooklyn DA, she went out of her way to
cause trouble for Charles Shumer, whe had won her
Congressional seat. More recently, the brutal advertising
campaign she waged against Geraldine Ferrvarp in the 1992
Senate Primary is thought to have cost Ferraro the party
nominaton. Many were shocked by the nastiness of the
altacks, and Holtzman failed miserably in the election,
coming in fourth behind Al Sharpton. Political consultant
Norman Adler notes that Holtzman “doesn’t participate in
the veciprocity and cooperation that is necessary in
politics.” “She doesn’t play politics like a chess game,” he
adds, "but rather like a pistol duel.”

For years, however, Holtzman has maintained a
reputation of pristine integrity, but recently, scandal has
tainted her tenure, and threatens to destroy her political
career. She watched her sizeable lead over challengers
Herman Badillo and Assemblyman Alan Hevesi evaporate
on the cve of the September 14th Demacratic Primary.
Although she came in second behind Hevesi, Holtzman
has one more chance to salvage her bid for reelection. New
York election laws require that a candidate receive 40% of
the vote in a primary election to win the party nomination.
If no candidate captures that share of the electorate, the
two top voe-getters must compete in a run-off election to
be held on Tuesday September 28. The issue at the heart of
the race is a $450,000 loan that Holtzman took out in the
waning days of the bitter 1992 Democratic Senate Primary.

The loan was granted by the Fleet Bank, whose parent
company, Fleet Financial Group, was named an
underwriter of the city’s bonds shortly thereafter. The
comptrotler (along with the mayor) selects the municipal
bond underwriters, and the selection of Fleet was widely
perceived to be a pavolf for the loan that it had extended to
Holtzman's senate campaign. Also at issue is the partially
unpaid status of the lpan, and the low rate of interest that
was atlached to it. Although Hoitzman vehemently denied
any wrongdoing, Mayor David Dinkins suspended Fleet as
underwriters and ordered a Departinent of Investigation
inquiry into the matter. Once completed, the report would
be passed on to the Conflicts of Tnterest Board which
would determine whether Holizman had engaged in any
unethical conduct.

Although the Fleet loan was a favorite target of her
detractors throughout the campaign, it wasn’t a highly
publicized one until the DOT report was completed in the
second week of September. Under the revamped City
Charter, the reporl can not be released to the public unkl
the DOl and the Conflicts of Interest Board allow it and the
subject of the report waives confidentiality. In the week
before the Primary, Holtzman refused to authorize the
release of the report, prompting a flurry of harsh criticism
and uninformed speculation from both her challengers and
the press. Suddenly, she became the focus of media
attention, and her lead declined precipitousty. In the days
Teading up to the Primary, Holtzman tried persuade the
public that her refusal {o release the report was justified.
She claimed that it did not present her side of the story,
and therefore “was not the whole truth.” On Primary Day,
however, Holtzman realized that the voters would not
accept this explanation.

In the days preceding the election, there had been much
speculation on how Holtzman's stalling tactic might hurt
her. Due to the low voter turnout thal was anticipated for
the primary, no reliable polls could be conducted during
the last week of the campaign. When the votes were
counted, Holtzman received 33.4 percent: two points above
Badillo and two points behind Hevesi, forcing her into a
run-off with the Queens Assemblyman. For part of the
night, it even scemed possible that she might place third
behind Badillo.
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Addressing her supporters on the night of the Primary,
Holtzman dubbed herself “the Comeback Kid,” borrowing
the phrase that then-presidential candidate, Bill Clinton,
used following his second-place finish in the New
Hampshire Democratic Primary. She agreed to
immediately authorize the retease of the DOI report and
announced that she would “be there in person to answer
every single question that you have until this matter is put
to rest.”

The next day, the Department of Investigation's report
was made public and its findings were damning. The DOl
determined that:

L. By taking out a loan from Feet Bank, Holtzman began
a financial relationship with a corporation that was “doing
and actively secking business from the Comptroller’s
Office.

II. Holtzman took part in the process that led to her
Office recommending that Fleet b named a co-manager of
the city’s bonds

. “Evidence strongly suggests” that Holtzman was
aware that Fleet Bank, and it's parent company, Fleet
Financial Group, were doing and seeking business with her
office.

IV. Holtzman was “grossly negligent” in failing to
determine whether Fleet Financial Group was "doing or
seeking business with her Office before her Campaign
committee sought the $450,000 loan from Fleet Bank and
before she participated in the process in which Fleet
Securities was sclected as a co-manager of the city's
bonds.”

At three o'clock that afternoon, over fifty reporters piled
into the conference room of the Municipal Building where
the Office of the Comptroller is located. For two hours,
they waited in the hot, crowded room, until Holizman
finally entered looking tired and drawn. She looked quite
small, sitting at the large table, being grilled by reporters
racing to meet their deadlines. Holtzman asserted ehat the
report contained “no findings of intentional wrongdoing,”
and rejected the report’s intimation that she was aware that
her Office had granted Fleet Financial Group co-
managerial status shortly after Fleet Bank had granted her
campaign the loan. She claimed that she had no reason 10
suspect that there was anything wrong with taking out the
loan from Fleet, saying that “there was nothing on the face
of this loan that set off alarm bells in {her] head.”

Still, despite her contentions, other incidenis
surrounding the loan caused the DO1 and many reporters
to question her honesty. Holtzman claims to have
forgotten a mecting with Fleet officials, prior to taking out
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the loan, during which Tleet gave a contribution to her
senate campaign and made a pitch for the city’s bone
business, Many determined her explanation of memory
loss to be questtonable at best. “Elizabeth Holtzman has a
mind like a steel trap,” said one veteran local reporter.
“Nothing that gets in there ever gets out. The idea that she
could have forgotten a meeting with a campaign
contributor and potential bond underwriter is ludicrous.”

The September 15th press conference was tess than
successful. Norman Adler commented that Holtzmar's
defense was “poorly mounted and not well thought out,”
and the newspapers savaged her the next day. Her picture
was on the cover of the New York Times and the city’s five
tabloids: a small figure clutching a microphone as she
faced a media inquisition. Post columnist Jack Newfield
likened her to her old nemesis, Richard Nixen. In an
unprecedentcd move, the Daily News featured a front page
editorial calling for her resignation. Adier noted rhat for
the first lime in her carcer Holtzman had found herself
unable to handle the press. 1t was different situation now
that she was being intorrogated, a reversal of previous
media events at which she played the role of the crusading
progressive reformer.  “She always ran an old horse and
felt that she could do a good job,” Adler commented on
Holtzman’s refationship with the press. “Now,” he
continued, “they brought out a young horse and she
realizes that she doesn’t know how to ride. a wide
spectrim of political people is chortling now”

In the days following the retease of the report, Holtzman
has tried to recoup her losses, but many feel that it is a Jost
cause. As she tries (o rally her supporters and rebuild the
momentum of two months ago, prominent Demaocratic
officials are beginning to drift into the Hevesi camp. Also,
Holtzman has been slow to mobilize voter turmout among
the core groups that have traditionally supported her in the
past: women, African-Americans, Jews and Liberals.
THevesi, wha won the endorsements and volunteer support
of many labor unions, has orchestrated what will
undoubtedly prove to be a highly effective get-out-the-vote
campaign. in an election where turnout is cructal, the
candidates’ ability to get their base constituencies 1o the
polls could be the deciding factor in the race (The turnout
n the primary election was small: only about 18% of
registered Democrats voted. The tarnout for the run-off is
expected to be a traction of those who voted on September
14th),

Hevesi continued to abide by a pledge he made two
weeks ago that he would not talk about the DOY report if
Holtzman released it before the Primary. In a September
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22nd debate sponsdred by New York 1 News, however,
Hevesi lashed out at her, stressing that she was well aware
of the special nature of the Fleet loan. When asked to
grade his opponent, Hevesi gave hera “D.”

Holtzman, herself, has been trying to shift the spotlight
away from the DOI report. Focussing on her impressive
record as a public servant, she asscrts that Hevesi lacks the
experience that she has acquired over the past four years
and therefore is not as suited w the position. In an attempt
to highlight her position as the only female citywide
elected official, she has repeatedly stressed the importance
of having a woman in a position of governmental power.
On the day after the DOI press conference she joined
National Organization for Wemen president, Patricia
Treland, and other prominent feminists, on the steps of City
Hall for a campaign rally. The week before, she was
endorsed by Gloria Steinem and former congresswoman
Eella Abzug.

Holtzman’s supporters refuse to chastise her for the Fleet
matter. Manhattan Democratic Party Chairman,
Assemblyman Herman “Denny” Farrell, a longtime
Holtzman aily, says that he has not read the report, yet is
confident that it does not conclude that she acted in a
dishonest manner. Farell also noted that Holtzman was
the first Comptroller to select women and minority-owned
firms as co-managers of the cily’s bonds. “There’s an old
boy network that some of us have to break,” Farrell said.
“And Elizabeth Holizman has done it.”

Does Liz Holtzman deserve all the criticism she has

FE/ R

encountered over the past week? Well, yes and no. She
made a mistake, tried to get away with it, but did a poor
cover-up job and her ethical lapse has been exposed.
Surely this does not make her unique in the political
community {to find out which New York politicos have
been tainted by scandal, check out Wayne Barrett’s
insightful article in iast week’s Voice) . S0, why is this
report expected to fatally damage her career? Is it because
she is a woman? Some would argue that male politicians
have committed far worse sing and been reelected anyway.
Is it her abrasive style that has angered so many?
Admittedly, it is hard to imagine Holtzman participating
in any kind of warm and fuzzy activity, but it is equally
difficult to picturc Al D"Amato or Pat Moynihan or
Herman Badilio or Alan Hevesi in a similar position.

So when you trot out to the polls on Tuesday Lhe 28th
(and I'm sure that you all will..won’t you?), think hard
about how you cast your ballot. 1*ut the Fleet incident into
perspective; do not make it the sole issue in this campaign.
Try to remember Elizabeth Holtzman’s achievements, and
measute them against her shortcomings. If you choose her
opponent, make sure that you are familiar enough with his
own record; do not vote for him solely out of distaste for
the incumibent. And if Elizabeth Holtzman should not win
reelection, remember her long career of dedicated public
service and allow her a graceful exit.

Claire Brinberg is a Bulletin Editor-in-Chief and a funior at
Barnard.

from sorypt pg 15

Each year the staff of each division
come together to plan a large
celebration of the arts. All of
Posterypt shows off the best of the
talented people they have been
working with all year. Look for this
event in February,

Other upcoming  evenis
include:

Latino Heritage Month Art Exhibit.
Opening reception will be held 8
p.m. Thursday October 30, 1993 in the
gallery in the basement of 5t. Paul’s
Chapel.

Coffeehouse. Friday, October 1 at9
pm. Performers include Alan Rhody,
Amy Malkoff and Ray Gonzalcz, and

Vicky Pratt Keating. Saturday,
October 2 at 9 pm. Performers to be
announced also look forward to our
forthcoming CD to be recorded
Saturday, Qclober 16.

One woman show. An as yet
untitled play about the life of Emma
Goldman written and performed by
Ellen MacKay, produced by Emily
Gwen Gaines, and directed by Josh
Fox. Terformances will be held in the
erypt the second to last week in
Cetober.

Postcrvpt Arts Underground is a
very special organization that unites
people of different artistic disciplines,
different schools, different

backgrounds, and people in and out of
the university community. i
encourage anyone and everyone to
come to the basement of 5t. Paul’s and
check us out. For more infermation
please call 854-1953.

By the way, Amy Esty, BC 9g,
sugpests that you get there early to
make sure you have a seat.

Joanna Broughton is @ Barnurd College
Junior.
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tudents chill at Postcrypt

by Joanna Broughton

I discovered Posterypt the second week of school as a first year student. A group of friends and I went to the first
meeting and instantly realized we had found the group for us. Way back in those days, I was an art history major, so
logically T signed my name to the list the art gallery director was passing around. Each Monday night at eight p.m. 1
faithtully attended meetings and eventually worked my way up to curating a show. Later in the year | was asked to be
coordinator of Posterypt Arts Underground.

Posterypt Arts Underground is an umbrella group encompassing not only the Art Gallery but the Coffeehouse and
Girlz on Film as well.  Alison Ritz, CC 96, desctibes it as “a really mellow and highly atmospheric intimate space that
brings the musical culture of the Village to Columbia.” The organization’s humble beginnings lie with the Coffechouse.
Created in 1964, Coffechouse serves as a singer and songwriter's venue. Singers like Art Garfunkel, Suzanne Vega,
Shawn Colvin, and our very own Judith Weisenfeld have performed there. Allen Ginsburg and Jack Kerouac used to
hang out in the crypt of St. Paul’s Chapel. Each Friday and Saturday night musicians, poets, and singers find themsclves
in front of a captive audience. Most recently the group the Low Roead astounded first years with their talent and
musicianship. [ think that Chris MeKennen, CC ‘95, put it best: *I had a really neat time at the Low Road,” said he.

Sometime in the mid-eighties a way cool woman named Deborah Lafner saw a need for an exhibit space for student
artwork on this University's campus. She rallied enough support and funds to found Posterypt Art Gallery. Lafner
started the tradition of monthly quality student art exhibits and opening receptions in the basement of 5t. Paul’s. As the
Art Gallery and the Coffechouse had a shared interest as well as a shared space, the two joined together under the
auspices of Posterypt Arts Underground. Their geal is to be ko provide a supportive environment {as well as a space} for
students to display and perform their artistic and musical work. “Whenever | go to Posterypt things, people are always
friendly and open,” said Ayana Byrd, BC ‘95. "There’s always a great mix of people. It brings together writers for all
groups on campus. Plus, there's free food.”

Last year Postcrypt had the opportunity to incurporate a new division. Begun by Beth Stryker, Girlz on Film is a film
series dedicated to providing support and a showcase for feminist and experimental filmmakers and their works. A bi-
monthly series, each event begins with a film screening, followed by a question and answer period with the filmmaker
and a reception in the crypt. Con't scrypt pg 13
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Veronica & Me suffers from a cliche script

by Ayana Byrd

A word of advice: any movie that contairs the recurring
motif of bedsheets should not be seen. I, unfortunately,
did not know this caveat before screening Veronica & Me,
the new fikm by Don Scardino. Oh, where do [ begin?
With Patricia Wettig’s failure o master a Jersey accent?
With the huge gaping holes in the script? The
predictability?  Or with my happiest thought throughout
the entire film being that it was only 97 minutes long?

Okay, in all fairness, 1 had biases before even walking
into the theatre. [ am not a big fan of movies with beach
scenes and sibling reconciliations. Also, Patricia Wettig,
formeriy Nancy on Thirtysomething, was the whiniest and
most annoying of the show’s whiny cast. 1 suspected my
hatred of her would carry over. However, [ was not
expecting it to intensify. In the film Wettig is Veronica, the
wild sister - complete with bad hair, tight clothes and a
drinking and pills problem. She’s headed to jail for welfare
fraud, but not before she stops in to see her estranged
sister, Fanny (Elizabeth McGovern).

Fanny, the “me” of the film’s title, has been in self-
induced seclusion ever since she walked in on her husband
in bed with . . .guess who? Thal's right. . .sister Veronica,
who only said, “You’ve got nice linen, Fanny.” An
aspiring, but minimally talented artist, Fanny lives in a

small New Jersey town where she mopes, paints, and has
flashbacks of life with Jimmy (the ex} and her sister.

Veronica, in addition to bourbon and lithium, also has a
problem with falling for assholes {(who would"ve figured?).
The Tatest jerk, a pothead named Mike (Michael (rKeefe)
has agreed to watch the kids during her jail stint. Aunt
Fanny, however, comes to save the day, takes the toddlers,
and in a transformation not unlike Diane Keaton’s in Baby
Boom, turns into both a great Mom and an entreprencur,
Anyway, back to Mike. For unexplained reasons, once
Fanny takes the kids he keeps breaking into her house. He
says he just wants to say “hi,” talk about Veronica, see the
kids, ol- and sleep with Fanny.

By now you may have realized that this movie was
definately not worth the token fare. [t's the same old story:
two sisters with a troubled history come together. There
are a few twists in the predictable script, but trust me, by
the time they appear, you won’'t care. My chance to
indulge in some longstanding Jersey stereotypes {you
know, like high hair) did not even help. Early in the movie
Veronica said that “. . .all | wanted out of life was sheets
that aren’t torn and pillows that aren’t lumpy.” What did 1
want? The credits to roll. But, fo conclude with a linen
reference, I'll quote my movie companion. “Veronica &
Me . . .that movie was full of sheet?”(ha! ha!).

Ayana Byrd is a Barnard College Junior,

movies,

Are 1nterested 1n art,

plays,
dance?

oxr

Then write for artg!

Call Lisa at ext. 42119
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ARTS
THEATRE

Three bril]ian?ly reviewed first time novelists, Amanda Filipachi, Dale Peck, and Scott Smith will open the Miller Theatre
Literary Evenings serics, Following reading, a reception and book signing will be held at the Barnard Bookforum.

October 13 at 8I'M. Tickets: $15 for Students and Seniors,

The actress and Beckett collaborator, Bilie Whitelaw gives a lecture/performance at the Minor Latham Playhouse.
October 1 at 8PM.  Admission is free with CUID, $7 for general public. Rescrvations and info 854-2079,

Eugene O'Neill's towering family drama, “Mourning Becomes Electra” will be performed over the course of two
evenings. Perfarmances through October 10,51 Spring St. #12. 219- 2085.

“Bibliomania." Prize-winning author and humorist , Roger Rosenblatt rejoices as an American book nut in this one-man
show that lends new meaning to the expression “crazy about books.” The American Place Theatre. 111 West 46th St
Tickets: $15. 840-3074.

MUSIC

In celebration of itsthirtieth season, Posterypt Coffeehouse will record its second live album. Scheduled performers
include The Five Chinese Brothers, Richard Shindell, Dorothy Scott, Tony Trischka, Greg Trooper, and many more. The

recording dates are Oct. 16, Nov. 16, and Nov. 20.

The Postcrypt Coffechouse features professional, amateur, and student performers every Friday and Saturday night from
9PM-12:30PM. Admission is free. Located in St. Paul’s Chapel on Columbia Campus.

Pianist Charles Rosen performs at the Miller Theatre. October 7 at 8PM. Tickets: $15 ($5 Students and Scniors).

Legendary Ruth Brown will open the 1993-1954 Jazz At Miller Theatre Series. October 8 at 8PM.  Tickets: $16 ($5
Students and Seniors).

Washington Square Contemporary Music Society featuring Chery] Marshall at the
Miller Theatre. October 12 at 6PM.

Achinoam Nini (Noa) and Gil Dor at Colden Center for the Performing Arts at Chueens College. October 16 at 8:30PM.
DANCE
Gallery exhibit of Dance Uptown - posters and photographs. “25 Years of Dance at Barnard.”

Stephen Petronio Company at the Joyce Theatre. Three Premiercs: Full Half Wrong, She Says, and The King Is Dead. The
Joyce Theatre is located at 175 8th Ave.

Jeanette Stoner & Dancers. Beverly Blossom & Company. Anahi Galante Dance Theatre all performing at Miller Theatre.
Thurs-Sat, Oct 28-30 at 8PM; and Sun, Oct 31 at 3PM. Tickets: $20(§10 Students and Seniors).

Shapiro & Smith dance with Toby Twining Music at the Miller Theatre. Dance and Filim with Amiel Malale with David
Gervai. Thurs-Sat, Oct 21-23 at 8PM; and Sun, Oct 24 at3PM. Tickets: $5($3 students).

EXHIBITS

Goya exhibit. Through Nov 6. Wed-5at 1PM-5PM. Schermerhorn Hall, Columbia University.
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ensitive men throw BBQ for Dick Clark

Waelcome back from the short but hot summer  As you may know, last year's music column Listen Up has been
replaced by a bigger and hopefully more diverse music department  We hope to bring you the latest and most exaiting
news and reviews from many musical genres

This surmer was an eventful one for some of lasl year's favonite local bands ~ Piss Factory signed to Relativity and
Just released thewr first CD, (see review below) Unfortunatly, shortly after album completion, the Factory suffered
personel changes  Drummer Andy Markham left to pursue other musical interests and gurtarist Paul Eng was replaced
as well Apparently, at their record release party held at Continental, Piss actory showed the losses 1if not 1n attitude, n
sound Markham's slamming drums as well as Eng’s creative gustar contributions were sorely mussed by fans

Other local celebs, the 2 Skinnee J's were on Prume Time this sutrumer batthing it out with cheeze-metal bands on “Dnck
Clark’s Battle of the Bands” The)’s didn’t win, but someone told me they were very popular among the thirteen year old
groupes back stage  Those guys are just 500 sensihive!

n other exaiting music-at-Barnard news, WBAR will have a one hour show featuring the music from the pages of the
Bulletin - Tune in Thursday’s from 12pm to 1pm io hear what you read about

Piss Factory keeps Lower East cool on Relativilty Debut

Piss Factory: P1ss Factory = s ‘ =
Relativity Records
LR DL s
Piss Factory 1s a New York band
that has managed to keep the spinit of
early punk rock alive while
simultaneously defining a tougher,
1990°s musical sensibihity  Thear self
titled debut on Relatyvity Records
launches an apocalyptic assault,
featuring tight rhythms and moody
lameits that stick 1n your nund and
command respect  Songs hike
“Warting,” “Sour Miik,” and “Bad
Day” are all potential anthems for ;J’fi‘;fi‘ o s
drsaffected listeners who have » flair §;
for the dramatic !w;;ﬂ;t:a,d, w:::f ;i::) B
This album offers a relentless strmg ¥
of potent tunes with scarcely a break &i‘""}‘j TP Iy
between each song The first cut, g A
“Salt,” mmtroduces us to smger Lizzic
Avondet's split personality. one
moment she smmgs i an eere,
mmploning hittle girl voice and the next

g P

g

] chanka :c ﬂm pnr i
minute m a sexy, but tough minor key | Bt I EL TR L

drone that resembiles Joan Jett In the
song “Waiting,” Avondel builds to a
plainbive crescendo and states,”] keep
pissirg my hife away ” The song zhota coutesy of Ralanvity Ravords
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reveals a powerful woman at her most sincere.

Also introduced in these early cuts are the band's characteristic breaks in song rhythm, in which drummer Andy
Markham builds powerful pauses through consistently tight playing. “Cleavage” showcases guitarists” Harry
Kupiainen's and Paul Eng’s expressive use of feedback - a frenzied sound that might connect Piss Tactory musically with
a band like Sonic Youth. “Sour Milk” conlains a siren-like guitar hook that sets an ironic tone consistent with the band’s
basically cynical outfook. Avondet's bass playing subtly points you in the direction you're headed.

Piss Factory’s strength existed in their forceful live show but theit studio effort is no disappointment. “Bad Day”
retains much of the energy and immediacy that are central to its live performance. Avondet's voice utters, “I want to
scream/ Get me out of here” with a rawness that sounds terrific in front of Markham's crashing cymbals and slamming
drums. This is Piss Factory at its strongest- with spare lyrics that suggest an idea but let the music talk. “Agnes”
demonstvates the band’s offbeat optimism in semtiments like, “1 believe in an afterlife/ [ believe in what [ want.” This
song is a tribute to 1940's movie aciress Agnes Moorehead.

Piss Factory is a clean sounding, hard driving album that sounds best played loud. This is a band that expresses
discontent by maximizing the possibilities of & simple formula: tight instrumentation and urgent lyrics.

Sara Krgushear is a Burnard College Senior

Smart Rock In Guyville

Liz Phair: Exile in Guyville
Matador Records

Rurmnor has it that Liz Phair is a bitch. tis said she hardly gives the press the time of day and she likes to get in scrapes
with Spin . Liz Phair should be a biich since she released one of the best and most overlooked albums of the summer.

Exile on Guywille is smart rock. Musically the album ranges from blazing as in “6"1”, “Never Said” and “Strange Loop”
to the spooky 4 A .D.-ish sound of “Shatter”, “Canary” and “Explain to Me”. What makes the rock songs interesting is the
feeling that they are holding something back. Thair sounds more interested in making intelligent statements than
rocking out. The guitars accentuate her but never overshadow her lyrical points. It's as if a lead is just around the corner,
but it never really comes. Phair buries you with her voice so by the time you get through what she is saying, the guitar
solo is not missed. The album has a brifliant way of thwarting expectations; the songs always end just when you expect
themn to pick up and rock harder.

“Divorce Song” Ieads the way on this album with its smart rock quality in which Phair makes her point, rocks for a bar
or two and then cuts the song. The lyrics, however, are so good it is scary, “Divorce Song” secms to be about a
friendship on the skids due to a romantic encounter. hair comes across as half sarcastic and accusatory saying, “you've
never been a waste of my time, it's never been a drag”, and half desparate and shattered, “the license said you had to
stick around tilt T was dead, but if you are tired of looking at my face, I guess I already am.” Exile in Guyville captures
moods in which emotions mix like water and gasoline, giving us much needed, intelligent songs that still rock.
C.McKennia is a Columbia College henior,

Do you have something to say about music, but feel like no one is listening???
Write for the newly established Music section of the Bulletin! All types of music
and well thought opinions welcome. Call Jessica at 854-2119

perinanent commitment not necessary.
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COMMLENTARY

An agreement destined for failure:
The PLO can't be trusted

by Evan Serpick

The prospect of lasting true peace in the Middle Last is
extremely exciting. In fact, it is so exciting that we are all
tempted to see anything labeled “peacc” as inviting.
Unfortunately, I fear that in the struggle for peace in a land
that hasn't seen it in so long, the Isracli government and
the many others involved have indeed

talking lo the PLO. They are willing to sacrifice their
people’s safety and freedom for political advantage. The
next obvious question is: why has the PLO apparently
completety changed its nature and agreed to compromise
with Israel?

The PLO had the opportunity to have its own state
under the British mandate, a state larger

taken a huge step backwards. This plan is
destined for failure; it will only bring about
more bloodshed and war in the years to
come. | hope and pray that [ am wrong. |
truly hope that this plan will bring about
lasting peace in the Middle East.
Unfortunately, I don’t see how it's possible.

The agreement is between Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization. For
years, the admitted goal of the PLO has
been the destruction of the Siate of Isracl.
A two-part plan was staled at the PLO
meeting in Cairo in 1974, and has been
referred to time and time again. Step one is
to create a Palestinian state controlled by
the PLO. Step two is fo use that state to

that the current agrecment allows. They
rejected the agreement because it entailed
living alongside a Jewish state. Arafat,
himself, has in the past called for an armed
struggle to “destroy the Zionist and
Imperialist prosence.” He and the PLO
have for years promoted a philosophy and
system of thought that centers around anti-
semiiism and the destuction of the State of
lsracl, To believe that the PLO has truly
reinvenied its entire philosophy is rather

‘ naive.
When the Sgviet Union, the PLO’s

former main source of support, ceased &
exist and the Arab states were tired of
supplying the PLO with money and arms,

continue its struggie until “all Palestinian territory,”
meaning Israel, is under Palestinian authority. While there
is no real reason to believe that Yassir Arafat and the PLO
have truly decided to forget part two, there are many
reasons why they have decieded to make this agreement
with Tsrael.

In pursuit of its plan, the PLO has time and time again
proved itself to be a merciless entity. Its acts of terrorism
and barbarism are numergus, including the brutal
slaughter of 12 Israeli Qlympic athletes in the 1972
Olympic games in Munich. Tt has always becn a terrorist
group committed to the destruction of Istacl. The obvious
guestion is: Why would Israel sit down to discuss
anything with a group committed to the destruction of the
Israeli state?

Israclis, tired of being considered (by a biased world
media,} as brutal oppresors of innocent Palestinians,
bounced the conservative Likud party out of office and
voted in the Labor party. The Labor party is committed to
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the organization was on the verge of
cullapse. Yassir Arafat was on the brink of losing the PLO.
Arafat saw an opportunity to regain world attention and
get a foot in the door of Tsrael. He has finally realized that
diplomacy is necessary to accomplish part one of the I'LO
plan. Once he has gained autonomy, he will undoubtedly
attemnpt to follow through on part two of the plan.

One of the greatest subjects of debatc has been the status
of Jerusalem. Clearly, the two parties to the agreement do
not have the same idea of the city’s fuiure. | found it
amazing that even on the day that the agreement was
signed, there were clear contradictions regarding
Jerusalem. Rabin dlaimed, in his speech that day, that
Jerusalem was the “ancient and eternal homeland of the
Jewish people,” clearly attempting to comfort those
concerned about its futirre, The same day, and many times
before and since, high-level PLO officials were quoted as
saying that this agreement is the first step toward a
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The deal is done, but have Palestinians

achieved autonomy?

by Moustafa Bayouni

During this past week [ was often reminded of a feeling |
had during the summer. My brother was married in
August and many people - strangers to me even - would
approach and congratulate me on something in which 1
really had no influence on. These people were full of good
feeling and would shake my hand warmly, while I stood
there smiling and not knowing quite how to react, Last
week, oddly enough, with the historic handshake between
Yitzhak Rabin and Yasir Arafat, a strangely reminiscent
scene was taking place, as many people - other Arabs,
Jews, and non-Arabs and non-Jows, beaming with the
news af the “breakthroegh” beiween Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), were coming up
to me and expecting me to share in their euphoria. But,
unlike the wedding of my brother and his wife, I found it
hard to share in their good cheer. The wedding vows of
my brother and his wife had made explicit their intention
to enter into their agreement on equal terms, and the
wedding itself was performed as a testimony to that
agreement. Last week's signing was equally ritualized,
Hke a wedding almost, with enormous concern placed on
who would do the signing, on what they would wear, and
even on whether the two main players would venture to
touch hands. After all the hype, one almost expected the
two leaders to embrace each other and, dare { say it, fouch
cheeks in reconciliation.

Everyvone knows that this is not an agreement made
among equals. Isracl, an estabiished and expansionist state
in the region and an occupying power to all the
Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza, is the
dominant player, and the Palestinians, expelled, tortured,
and many now living under a brutal occupation are the
weaker. No one expects this situation fo turn arpund
overnight. But my concern - and I am writing from my
awn position and not trying to represent “the Arab
position” - lies with what is behind such a vague and
ambiguous agreement. For the umpteenth time, the PLO
s made concessions, this time recognizing the right of the
state of Israel to exist (a recognition that it has, incidentally,
nade several times before, proclaiming that all states in the
-egion have the right to exist in peace and security),
enouncing terrorism {also done before, in 1988, and in
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effect admitting that they were a terrorist organizaton and
thus undermining their own status as a national liberation
movement,} and, perhaps most significantly, unilaterally
calling off the almost six year long Palestinian uprising (the
intifada) against Israeli occupation. Furthermore, the
agreement says nothing about the status of Jerusalem,
about the refugees outside of the West Bank and Gaza,
about water rights, political prisoners (13,000 in Israeli
jails), about Israeli military policy agains! the Palestinians,
and many other exlraordinarily crucial points if a just
peace is to be reached. In exchange, the Israeli’s have
agreed to talk to the PLO. There is no mention of the
legitimate national aspirations of the Palestinians. No quid
pro un.

But, my cheerful interlocutors tell me, what about Gaza
and Jericho? Don't we have to start somewhere? Isn't this
a good sign of things to come? And again my pessimism
prevails. By calling off the intifada, the PLO has in effect
removed the possibility of resistance to Israeli occupation,
an occupation that Israel has made nowhere clear that it's
prepared to end. The intifada was an enormous drain on
Israel, both psychologically and economically, and now
Gaza and Jericho scem set to make money for Israeli
businesspeople, as large amounts of foreign aid should
start pouring into the region and Israel, ultimately the
controlling power, will have the final say on ail
development projects. Handing over “limited autonomy”
in Gaza, one of the most densely populated and poorest
places on earth, also raises questions of Israel’s
motivations, for Gaza, with all its poverty, unemployment,
anul anger, is an extraordinarily difficult place to rule justly
and may well turn into the stage for pitting Palestinian
against Palestinian rather than against the occupying force
of Israel. If this occurs, the Israeli’s would feel themselves
under no compulsion to engage in the “final status” talks
set somewhere in the next three to five years, and would
watch their Palestinian “problem” take care of itself,

In fact, much of the current situation is similar to
occupation before the intifada. There was a Palestinian
potice force previpusly (something the current agreement
calls for,} set up by the Israeli’s, to act as something like a
buffer between the Israeli army and the Palestinian
population. When the intifada broke out in December of
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COMMENTARY

by Shira Studman

When I woke up on Wednesday, September 15, I thought
of Alex Singer.

Alex had moved to Isracl early in his twenties, hoping to
fullil his lifelong dream of aliyah. He immediately joined
the army and quickly rose to become an officer. His

Middle East agreement is a step
the right direction

killing hundreds.

I do not know what happened to make the Jews and the
Palistinian Arabs decide that it was time to tatk. Maybe it
was the peace plan coordinated by the U.5. and the former
Soviet Union in 1991. Maybe it was because of the promuse
that Arafet made in December of 1988, when he daclared

commumity back in Washington,
D.C. was immensely proud of
him and spoke often of their
“friend in the army.”

And then one September
morning, five years ago—Alex's]
twenty-fifth birthday--
Palistinian-Arab  terrorists
attempted to infiltrate the
Lebanese-Israeli border. They
were fortunately stopped by
In the battle,
however, Alex was shot and
killed.

As I woke up Wednesday
morning, my thoughts were with
Alex, and I wondered if he
would have been happy with the
peace accords signed the day

Alex's unit.

that the PLO—more specifically, fus
faction of the PLO, Fatah—no longer
supported acts of terrorism, had beer
realized. More likely, it was because
Muslim revivalists (aka
fundamentalists) had killed so many
Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews
that the parties realized ihat
cooperation was their only hope. G
maybe it was just because a jouwinalivl
in Norway was researching an arlicle
about the Arab-Israeli conilict and
tried to contact both parties le
discuss the issuc.

Inn the end, it does not makter why
the signing ocurred. In the end, on
that sunny day in Washinglon when
Prime Minister Yiizchak Rabin and
Yasir Arafat shook hands, the world

before between lsrael and the
Palistinian Liberation Organization. (P1.0). The accords,
although nothing more than slips of paper recognizing
Israet and the PLO’s claim to land and authorizing
autonomy for Palistinians in Gaza and Jericho, actually
symbolize much more.

Although it has been years since either the Palistinian
Arabs or the Isracl feit that they had had the capability to
eliminate the other—through voilence or otherwise-this
de facto realization had never been voiced. The two
groups had instead been playing various games with
eachother, using the world stage as a batitlefield. Israel hid
behind America, using U.S. power to avoid contact with
the PLO, and explaining that because the Palestinian Arabs
were not in reality a people with a history, it was not
necessary to accomodate them in any manner. Meanwhile,
the PLO perpretrated a reign of terror on airports
throughout the world, attacking virtually at random, and
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knew that history had been made
Neither side is jubilant about the compromise, ani
should they be. From an Isracli perspective, it is quite hard
to imagine that the autonomous land now controlled by
the Palistinian-Arab people will be free of terrorists who
would like nothing better than to cross the border and
attack Israel, Although Arafat says that he no longe
supports terrorism, Hamas, a Palistinian-Arab group
infamous for its brutal stabbing in Israel, continucs to
attack with regularity. For security purposes, alotting land
to the Palistinian-Arabs on cither side of Israel could b

potentially devastating, should war occur and Arabs v

bases on both picces of land to mount attacks. In addition
many Jews feel a religious and cultural connection wik
both Gaza and Jericho. In general, Israel's security will iv
much more tenuous. No one in their right mind—jcw v
Arab—would say that Israel is risking nothing by signite
[cont pedce pg 26 -




by Anita Woo

“There she is, Miss America, There she is, your ideal. . .
The rest of the Miss America theme song continues to
express this idea: that she is representative of the perfect
American woman; she is beautiful, intelligent, talented,
and a perfect role model for women of all ages. But in this
generation of Hillary Rodham Clintons, k.d. langs, Janet
Renos among others, is Miss America truly ideal? s she an
appropriate role model in an age where feminists are
constantly crying out against this kind of display of
women?

Already in its 731d year, the Miss America Pageant
continues to be an American institution. Whether out of

Miss America gets a face lift

the move away from of sequins and slits cut to the thigh.
Three of the contestants even chose to wear dress pants
instead. Even the reigning Miss America does not wear
her crown during appearances, bui rather keeps it with
her as a trophy of her achievement.

Being a contestant in one of these pageants takes much
more than just beauly, poise and grace. It requires years
and years of training, competition, rejection and
dedication. Most of these women compete for years at
local levels before they actually qualify for the statewide
compelition alone, When I saw the live telecast last
weekend, the hard work of all the young women was quite
evident. T was very impressed by the talents and skills of
the contestants. Miss South Carolina’s

beauty, poise, and grace.

Seing a contestant in one of these
pageants takes much more than

performance  of  Gershwin’s
Summertime absolutely
mesmerizing. Her ability te combine
sweetness and strength in her voice
while making it lock effortless at the

same time gave me chills. It is no

was

mockery or anticipalion, excitement surrounds this annuoal
Attantic City tradition. The pageant originated in 1921 as a
mere swimsuit competition; a ploy by local businesses to
extend the Labor Day tourist season, but since then, the
pageant has evolved considerably.

For those skeptics who perccive the Miss America
Pageant as just a “beauty” contest, pageant officiats have
added an interview, a talent portion, and an evening gown
competition in the past years. Today, the swimsuit
compatition counts for only 15% of the overall score, and
committee  mernbers are currently discussing whether or
not it should be eliminated entirely. Surprisingly enough,
recent public opinion polls reveal that most Americans
wish to keep the swimsuit competition. In fact
approximately 75% of the women polled wanted the
swimsuit competition to stay, Also for the first tiine this
year, pageant officials have asked contestants to do their
own hair and makeup, hoping to create a more natural
look where contestants look more like theor natural selves
and less like Barbie. This is quite a change considering that
in past years contestants brought with them their own hair
stylist and makeup artist. Even the reigning Miss America
musi do her own makeup for her public appearances.
Evening gowns were also “dressed down” this year with

d
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wonder why she was crowned Miss
America later that evening,

Many people often forget that Miss America is a
scholarship program. Each year, the pageant awards a
total of $18,000,000 to women across the country. Miss
America herself is awarded $35,000 from the pageant alone
but also receives more than $100,000 from making public
appearances during her “reign” (referred to in the new and
improved pageant as her “year of service”). It is during
this time that she promotes her chosen platform which in
the past has ranged from cultural awareness (o literacy
programs and help for the elderly. Last year’s Miss
America Leanza Cornett was able to use her title to
address AIDS awareness in arenas where many AIDS
activists had been denied enirance. This year Kimberly
Clarice Aiken plans to implement programs to help solve
the increasing problem of homelessness,

Still, T admit the Miss America Pageant is not without its
faults, Regis Philbin and Kathie Lee Gifford’s serenade to
the winner was a bit corny and very off key. (Regis should
stick to what he can do best, whatever that is). Also, I
thought it was inappropriate when they used Vanessa
Williams’ “Save the Best for Last” as part of the
accompaniment to the evening gown competition, {

—
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applications and information are now available in the
Education Office, 336 Milbank. Applications for juniors
are due Monday, October 4. Education Program faculty
have office hours Tuesday 2-4p.m., Wed. & Thurs, 2-5 p.m.
If you have any questions, please call x42117 or x47072.

Interested in a career in environmental and public heaith
? You ar¢ invited to a panel co-sponsered by the Office of
Career Services and the Dean of Studies Office on
Wednesday, October 13, at 7:00 p.m. in Sulzberger Parlor.

FRE-LAW STUDENTS are invited to the Tulane Law
School Conference, which will be held on Septermber 30, 4-
6 p.m. in the Ella Weed Room (Znd floor of Milbank).

CAREER SERVICES INFORMATION

Class of "94: please return the surveys to Career Services
ASAT. Seniors considering employment next year should
attend a required orientation session. Sessions arc
scheduled for Oct, 7,8,9,11 at 4:30 and Oct. 12 at 530 in
Career Services.

Come to the Graduate School Fair and meet
representatives from the Arts and Sciences, Journalism,
Architecture, Communications, Public Health, Education,
International Affairs, and Divinity Schools. The fair will
take place on Thurs,, Oct. 14, 1-3:30 p.m.in Ferris Booth
Hall. There will be a panal of Barnard professors speaking
ahout graduate school and academic careers on Monday,
Oct, 11, 7 p.m, in Sulzberger Paslor.

COME TO THE WRITING ROOM for assistance with
writing. Professional writers and peer tutors are on hand
to help you with any problems you may have. The staff is
trained to help writers in all disciplines. Beginning Sept.
2{), conference hours will be Sunday - Thursday, with
limited hours the first week. Sign-up sheets are posted on
the Writing Room door outside 121 Reid Hall. For more
information, call x48941.

A STUDY SKILLS MINI-COURSE taught by Dean
Webster and sponsored by First-Year Focus will be given
in October. The four-week course will focus on note-
taking, time-management and study strategies. Watch this
space for details!

COPING WITH LOSS5 GROUP meets Fridays, 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., in 108 Milbank, beginning September 30th. Call
the Dean of Studies office, x42024, or Health Services,
x42091, if you have experienced the loss of a loved one and
wish to participate.

FROM THE LIBRARY Demonstration sessions for CLIO
{the Library's online catalog system), CLIO Plus (an
enhanced version of CLIO offering access to a variety of
online/electronic services in addition to the online catalog)
and NEXUS (a full-text database of newpapers, magazines
and newsletters) have been scheduled each week from
9/27 - 10/22. Check postings in Wollman Library for the
exact times or call x43953. Also remember that throughout
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the year, students may schedule individual consultation
sessions with a reference librarian for assistance in writing
a research paper or thesis. Please stop by or call (x43953)
the Reference Desk on the 2nd floor of Lehman or contact
Karen Debrusky, Reference Librarian to make an

appointment.
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Remember in 1984, Miss Williams was forced to give up

her title because she posed nude for Penthouse). It would
also be nice if the contestants didn’t sound so rehearsed in
the interview portion. | would suggest an impromptu
speech on an issue completely unrelated to their platform,
but somehow connected to current affairs. These are justa
few suggestions that are unlikely to change anything in the
near future because unlike in 1921 when the pageant was
entertainment for Atlantic City tourists, now itisa
Hollywood style production for television viewers with
the likes of Donald Trump and Marla Maples as its key
supporters. But after all, what would a pageant be without

all of the pageantry?

The Miss America Scholarship Pageant has made many
substantial changes over the years, and thus has earned
my respect as a legitimate and worthy production. It may
not exactly represent the ideal woman, for today there is
no such thing, but it does represent a type of woman who
should be commended
accomplishments. Tn my opinion, The Miss America
Pageant does not demean women in any way, but rather it

is a celebration of women; it lauds them as beauties and as

scholars.
Anita Woo is @ Baruard College Senior and Business Manager of
fhe Bulletin,
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Though ACT-UP mamtains that the Chnton
adminmistration 1s typified by the same “murderous
machion” of the previous one, 1t does draw differences
between Chinton's and Bush’s postures and have modified
their strategy accordmgly Interestingly, some members
describe Chinton as a “tougher enemy” because he 1sn't a»
casily defimeable as George Bush  Clinton poses a grealer
challenge as he avouds flat-out proclamations which clearly
establish him as a foe of AIDS activists, unlike his
predecessor The President s words and rhetoric seem
senstive and sympathetie — aithough, his policies, many
critics claim, do not nise to the same lofty levele Andy
Stettner (CC '93) a momber of ACT UP  explains that,
“Yes, maybe abstractly Chinton supports the issue ” Amy,
a local AIDS activist, explains that, “Clinton s different
from Bush We can change hum He's more accessible and
willing to participate 1n a didlogue when #'s foisted upon
him * Thus, ACT-UP has chosen a shightly different
approach towards Chnton which invelves more
“doggmg”, and confrontation, as opposed to the large-
scale demonstrations and picketmg used during the Bush
prestdency Theses tacties have already proven successful
with Bill Clinton, as activists have approached the
President under the gaze of new s tameras and bombarded
him with questiens and demands The Prestdent was
forced to respond, although most members aren t sure
whether 1t was the result of genuine sympathy or simply a
cold polifical deaision to avold some unflattering sound-
bites

These days ACT-UP 1s laoking for more than polically
correct lip-service It wants to sce results The first of 1ts
demands calls for a revamping of the current approach to
research towards a new plan wluch would approximate
ACT-UP's McChintock Project Named after the research
geneticist, Barbara McChintock, who bucked the then-
prevailing orthodoxy to make great strides in DNA
research, this new research project will stress the
wportance of divergent hypotheses and concentrate all
rescarch n a single locaton President Chnton has dubbed
this strategy a “Manhattan Project for AIDS, refernng to
the intensive crash program to design the Atom bomb
This Tevised research project will recerve only publhic
funding and all pnmary research staff and administrators
would be financially compensated only by the project and
are not to have any conflicts of interest with private
orgamizations ACT-UT behieves that thesc are all steps
that wil help to pvercome several chronic problems in
AIDS research A contralized approach will have the best
mmds 1n the held all in one place, hinally worlang together,
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thereby reducing the rivalnies and selfish competition that
seem to charactenze current trends i ATDS research ACT-
UT holds that since the project would be entirely fimanced
with public money, short term focus and profit-driven
mobves would be replaced by the broader considerahons
of long term pubhc health

Along this vem, ACT-UP recommends that the
government pursue a comprehensive national campaign
armed at prevention Activists advise the Chnton
admumistrabion to step up action in education, redouble
efforts 1in condom distribution, and work with state
governments to ensure nationwide legahzation of needles
At the same hiume, 1t mamntains that a focus on prevention
should not be musmterpreted as a staterment on the futithty
of finding a cure Preventon efforis must not be rusgiaded
and used agamst iteatment programs

The third staple of ACT-UP’s policy recommendations
mvolves funding and calls not for a simple increase 1
momnies, but vequires that they arve taigeied to those people
who are m dire need finanaal help BC Craig, a member
of ACT UP, stresses that no funding should be diverted
from other health programs, setting up a penlous
competibion between persons with AIDS, heart disease
patients, and cancer victims The goal, he stated, "15 to
mprove health care overall” Though Chnton's signing of
a reauthonzation bil for the National Insptute of Health
last May imcreased AIDS funding by 18%, Craig 1s not
witling to give credit where she behieves none 1s due She
affirms that Chinton really had no part m designing the biil
and only added his signature, thereby raising AIDS
rescarch funding a mere 18%, a figure which falls far short
of the recommend increase of 60%  And once the Jesse
Helms ammendment to the bitl 1s added, which includes a
ban on permanent immgration by foreigners mfected with
the AIDS 15 considered, Crarg has difficulty finding any
wonsgiation m Chimton’s recent legslation

The fast of ACT-UP’s demands of President Cimton 1s
that he take a leading public stance to end discnminahon
agamnst ali HIV positive persons  One ACT-UP member
explams that he “looked towards Clinton for a symbolic
and vocal dedicabion to a commutment on universal human
nghts, * especially after presidents like Ronald Reagan
“who madc people comfortable with their prejudices ™ At
the moment he states, “we're seeing a replay of the last
twelve years ”
Nicole Hala 1s a Builletn Features Edutor and a Setaor at
Barnard
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Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital. Such

contradictions existing before the plan even takes effect
destines it to failure. They will inc¢vitably lead to future
conflicts.

Many people wonder which representatives of the
Palestinian people (if not the PLO) can Israel negotiate
with. Before this plan, the PLO was close to extinction,
with relatively little power. 1t is not the only Palestinian
representative. It is not the PLO or nothing. One
possibility includes negotiating directly with Jordan. Peace
can be achieved and compromises can be reached, yes even
with land. But peace is not reached by negotiating with
kriown terrorists.

Once again, I truly do hope that | am wrong about all of
this and that this time next year we can all laugh about
how stupid 1 was, but I just don’l see how that is possible.
Peace.

Euen Serpick 15 a sophomore af the School of General Studies and
the Jewish Thevlogivel Seminary.
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1987, there was pressure for the force to disband for fear of
being coopted by the Israeli army during the intifada. All
the members did resign, indicative of the enormous
reconstruction of a society under occupation that the
intifada actually was (it was a lot more than just throwing
stones), Now all of that is threatened with dissolution,
cooptation. The possible price of living under “limited
autonomy” is living under a South African-like bantustan
formulation, little tracts of land cymically granted meager
rights and enormously dependant on the oppressor’s (not
so innocent)} graces.

And yet, somehow and somewhere, despite all of the
backdoor whispers, hidden talks, and public smiles,
despite the fact that the Palestinians themselves were not
cansulted in any serious way before the P1.O leadership
took this step, despite the fact that the agreement has been
falsely represented as two sides making equivalent (at best)
gestures (at worst, the magnanimity of Israel is extolled,)
descpite all of this I cannot and will not leave my
interlocutors with the overriding sense of despair that

these words may suggest. If all the euphoria in the last few

days shows anything constructive, I think it shows that
there is an awful lot of genuine good will among many
people towards a just and peaceful settlement of the
Palestinian issue. Clearly, the status quo will no longer
hold. Yet, the challenge for all those who care in any way
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about this issue now lics in accepting the reality that this
deal is now done, and yet at the same time resisting the
kind of cynical cooptation of the Palestinians that it
portends. This isn't a wedding. There isn't much yet jo
celebrate. There is clearly too much attention paid to the
couple on view and not cnough on what went into making
all the pomp and circumstance that we witnessed; but the
desire for peace has been rekindled. And as long as we are
willing to fill our glasses with real visions of justice to all
people and not be sadsfied with false autonomy, then T
drink to that.

Moustafa Bayounii is a graduate student in the department of
English and Comparative Literature and a member of the Arab
Assaciation.

[from peace pg 22 7l
this agreement.

1 enderstand that the Palistinian-Arabs have also risked
much in the signing of the accord. The joke around my
family’s dinnier table this past weckend was that none of us
ever thought that in our Rosh Hashanna prayers, we would
include a quick prayer for the long life of Yasir Arafat. But
we did. In the end, everyone just wanis peace.

As llonk back over the events of the past week and think
of Alex, 1 think that he would have been proud. Scared,
ves, but also comfortable with both sides” sacrifices. He,
like milliens of others throughout the world, would
remember Prime Minister Rabin’s speech with tears in his
cyes: “We are destined to live on the same soil in the same
land. We, the soldiers who have returned from battle
stained with blood; we who have seen our reletives and
friends killed before our eyes; we who have attended their
funerals and can not look in the eyes of their parents; we
who have come from a land where parents bury their
children; we who have fought against you the
Palestinians—we say to you today, in a toud and clear
voice: ENOUGH OF BLCOD AND TEARS. ENOUGH.”

Stiira Stutman is a Columbia College funior and the Israel
Action Coordinator of the [ewish Students Uniors.
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If you have questions, or you need to talk,
you can call any of the following numbers:

Barnard-Columbia Rape Crisis Center 4-HELP
Barnard Student Health Services/Counseling  4-2091
Columbia Unversity Health Services/

Counseling and Psychological Services 4-2488
Nightline {(peer hotline) A-7777
University Ombuds Office 4-1234
Qutreach (sexual orientation hotline) 4-3091
Heatthwise Educational Programs 4-5453
St. L.uke's Rape Intervention Office 523-4728
Sex Crnimes Unit of the NYPD 267-RAPE
Gay & Lesbian Anti-Violence Project 807-0197

fn an emergency,or to help lower your risks at night,
call:

Columbia Security EMERGENCY 99 or 5555
Barnard Security EMERGENCY 88
Escort Service (11pm-3am ) 4-SAFE

Free Nighttime Bus Service 4-2796
(call for schedule)
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