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Tenure Denied: Berch Files Grievance
by Suzanne Miller & Beth Wightman

Bettina Berch. Professor ot Hconom
ics at Barnard, has tiled a grievance
against ihe College Berch. who has had
hoth tenure and her contract denied for the
coming year. said. "Common people
would call it 'being fired.' although aca-
demics have that tine euphemism 'not get-
ting tenure

Berch has tiled her grievance specih-
cally against Professor Deborah Milenko-
vitch. Chairwoman ot the Economics de-
partment. Protessor Duncan Foley. and
Charles Olton. Vice-President for Aca-
demic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty
'Kerch claims that they "have opted out ot
their responsibility" by not granting her
(enure Both Protessor Mi l enkov i t t h and
Dean (>l ton tietlmcu1 to toimncnt on
Her th s '..'rievaMte. .mil a spokesperson lor
IV.ni Ollon s.ud that the Berth case ' is a
personnel nutter, and he <I)ean Ollon 1 is
not w i l l i n g to be in te rv iewed on that suh
led " Protessor holes could not he
reached lor comment

Berch has Hied her anevance under

the "Codeot Academic Freedom." which
| protects an instructor's right to maintain

personal beliefs while teaching Said
Berch. "My academic freedom is being
violated, my political heltets and sex arc
not being judged fa i r ly

A Barnard graduate who has taught
here since 1976. Berch was in i t i a l ly hired
under a tenure track appointment which
applies to a lull-time instructor or assistant
professor Berch believes she is being dis
criminated against because she is a "wo-
man and a feminist." and because she
espouses economic ideologies which are
"left ot center." or contrary to Neo ("las-
sie economics Berch defines her politi tal
beliefs as "a framework and method ot
looking al questions and human nature
As part ot this sinit ture. Berth lotuses on
etononiK issues w h i t h ' u i l l he u s e f u l to

nit- ol

workers in soticlv These issues Berth
feels, are of "niaior hts tont . i l inipor
tance

On November 26. Berch met w i th ihe
Grievance Committee According to

Medieval Project In
Second Year At Barnard

by Roxana Fernandez
The topic of female monasticism sur-

faced in the Barnard community when
History Professor Suzanne Wemple. three
authorities on Medieval History, and two
Barnard seniors undertook a research pro-
ject to unveil and identify all the female
monastic institutions of the medieval peri-
od. The research project, funded by a grant
through the National Endowment for the
Humanities, is in its second year al Bar-
nard,.

Dr Dillard. one of the researchers,
said the project, at times, difficult and
"painstaking." involves collecting pub-
lished materials in this country as well as
manuscripts in Europe. Many of the docu-
ments, however, are "preserved in com-
munities of women in religious life." and
a "small body of records" exists in Eu-
rope.

Presently concentrating on Italian
monasteries. Hi Hard said the long-term
goal of the project is "to provide research
tools of all the female monasteries in Latin
Christendom, and to compile a short his-
tory from each monastery." The re-
searchers hope to provide people with
sufficient information to enable them to
continue studying these communities and
their inhabitants.

The researchers. Director Mary Mc-

Laughlm. "an authority on medieval
women and religious life in medieval
times". Dr. Eleanor Riemer. Professor
Wemple. and Dr Dillard. are assisted by
two Barnard seniors. Susan Adler and
Elaine Ragland Ragland. a Medieval and
Renaissance Studies major, said her parti-
cipation includes working with Italian jour-
nals "trying to collect a repertoire" of
information Adler. who plans to pursue
graduate studies in Medieval history, said
some of the books from whicli they have to
extract information are at times "impossi-
ble to locale", but she has learned as a
result to "develop an efficient research
system."

Ragland said the project is important
because "the history of women in monas-
tic institutions in the Middle Ages is the
history of single women." Dillard added.
"We hope to bring into the light of history
women who would not otherwise have
been known."

Dillard explained that the grant came
to be housed at Barnard because Professor
Wemple and Dr. McLaughlin devised the

| plan for the research. "Professor Wemple
has an academic appointment for the
grant, and we also needed access to one of
the best research libraries (Butler) in the
U.S."

Berth, the l i t igat ion proceedings en ta i led
'an inves t igat ion of ( h e r ) L'nevante to dc
lermine i t the complaint tame under ihe
tode " Berth described the s f i t l emer i i ot
lered to her as " insu l t ing I he tase u i l !
now go before a f a c u l t y tommiliee in an
off ic ia l hearing

Berch. who is de fend ing her own
case against the College, said that ihe ex-
perience has "cos! a lot ot energv a
whole new level opens when vou a c t u a l l y
put* into practice the t h ings vou ve
taught my greatest desire is to trv and
prove mv quaht i ta l ions " Asuie Ironi re
taming her position al Barnard Berth
hopes to t re ate a ' t o m r m i n i i v ol in
terest a sharei* interest amorL* -.m
tienls t . i t u l l v ai\l ailm n i s ' r . i t i o n

Hrinrui Rt'rt h

Yale Clerical Strike Ends
Students Feel 'Sacrificed'

by Klizabeth \eh
The Yale clerical workers' stnkc

which began September 26 o l t i c i d l l v
ended on Tuesday. December 4 a f t e r a
two-and-a-half month struggle thai has
been bitter, not only tor the union and (he
Yale administration, bul also tor the stu
dents. However. Beverly Lett , who is on
the union's negotiating committee, says
that Ihe situation is only temporary

"If the Local 34 and Local 35 con
tracts are not settled by January, we w i l l go
back on strike " She explained that ihe
union voted to take the dispute batk to Ihe
working environment "in order to show
the Yale administration how dif f icul t the
situation could be if they don't want to
negotiate " Lett also added that the union
had rejected the university's $250.(MX) o f -
fer because they tell it did not address ihe
fundamental problem ot pay disenmina
tion against women and minorities "The
moratorium." she added, "was an eftort
to get the neutral teachers and students
alike to be concerned about this issue

However, many students feel they are
being unjustly punished for something that
they haven't done Sarah Grundhart. a
freshman, feels that the incoming class has
been hurt Ihe most. "Freshmen have it the
worst because the dining hall, which was
the place where a lot of freshmen meet
each other, had been closed " She said the
picket lines, which were generally ig-
nored, were unfair to students because the
union was trying to manipulate them

V\ h.i! makes me jnerv is t ha i u.t -,. pa^
in i j so n i u t h a vear and [he sinkers are
t e l l t n L 1 us noi IP attend classes

Dave Momson a senior agrees
" T he union may have had some Icei i iniale
grievances bul the way thev handled n was
not f a i r to the students because we are
being sacrificed for no reason " Momson
also echoed Grundhart's feeling thai ihe
freshmen had suffered the most 'The up
pertlassmen have already established [heir
circle ot friends while the freshmen are
s t i l l t ry ing to find their identity I m
surprised the union is gome batk to
w ork
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Letter to the Editor
Commuters In Left Field

To the tdilor
Barnard is an undergraduate college

whose student population is approximate-
I v f>X'/f residents and "\2<Z commuters The
majority of women at Barnard live on cam
pus hut where does that leave the other
O'i ' We would all like to think that a

col leL'c career consists of more than just
academics College is supposedK four
vca rs of memorable experiences made
special hs nood fnends Is this ideal pic
u.rc L d s i K attained hv the Barnard com
m u k r ' 1 Jo not believe so

I can irulv appreciate the roles ot both
^ o i r m u t c r and resident because although I
n i l row j resident I commuted trom home

i i \ e n u r e f reshman vear A s a c o m m u t e r I
-•.as c t n s t a n t l v faced w i t h one tuidamen
I i l prohlni the m a h i l i t v to integrate into
,. n in i i s l i t e I 'ell separatee! trom most ot
i i \ n e w Inends Barnard is ahle 10 mrael
w -i i cn tr in jl'iios! all l l t ' v slates and l l t t v
i i \ f o r e i g n Coun t r i e s \ commuter does
i >| TjK -M a tasieot Mich r i ch d i v e r s i t i c a
t i in V\ i ih the exception ot classes corn
Mirers ^enera l lv eat and sociali/e w i t h
other Commuters

^nx.uih the commuter is restricted
I dins: lanch w i t h tnends is known to be
one nt rht* most social events ot a student s
dav \ resident wi l l ca l l a few tnends
throw her mealcard into her pocket and be
o t t to Hewitt or John Ja\ A commuter s
l u n c h the only meal eaten on campus is
spent in Mclntosh the commuter cafe
tena Mclntosh Center is a wonderful
place where one can meet many people in a
related atmosphere It can also however
stand in the way of commuter-resident rela-
tions Commuters can use their mealcards
in Mclntosh but it is diff icult to use them in
the other two resident dining halls If a
C o m m u t e r wishes to pay cash for a lunch in
Hew tt [he aomg rate is J4 80 In Mcln-
tosh a hot meal is no more than $275 For
a C o m m u t e r to have lunch with resident
rr ^nds is not an easv task

()ne Barnard junior suggested that
^ o i n n ' u t e r s should be given the option ot
hu\ ins: discount meal t ickets whilji Cart he
used tor lunch in H e w i t t as we l l as i n
Me lmosh This wav i t a group ot resi

dents decide lo lunch together, a commu-
ter would feel free to join them

SociaJ freedom is aJso limited for
commuters when dealing with on-campus
parties, lectures, and films Barnard does
offer those who wish to stay overnight
several designated commuter rooms
Speaking from experience, however I
have paid the ten dollar rate for such a
r(x>m and found it to be anything but hos-
pitable These rooms are quite small with
two bunk beds in each, meaning that four
people are assigned to one room The
rooms are not onh small hut cold and
sterile Mthough there used to be centrex
phones in the rooms, they are now gone

The phvsical problems ot commuter
rooms and eating facilities are onK part ot
the problem Certain commuters have e\
penenced a negative attitude toward Ihem
trom residents Commuters are almost too
much to contend wi th Atter all is it not
easier to start a relationship with a tellow
resident than with a commuter' Manv resi
dents s implv do not understand whv anv
one would want to be a commuter One
commuter complains " they type-cast vou
as either too poor or not mature enough to
l ive on campus " But the truth is there are
many reasons Barnard women choose to
be commuters

Is the commuter situation futile' No
one person or administrative group can be
condemned for irs lack of support I firmly
believe however, that further efforts
should still be made Perhaps part of the
segregation problem can be solved by the
formation of a social group comprised of
residents and commuters They could work
with each other toward a mutual goal In
the process, a chain of occasional sleep-
overs might occur whereby each resident
invites one or two commuters to spend the
night The fact wil l always remain "thev
l i v e there and we live here ' I feel the thev
should dissolve into a we We all go to
Barnard and should all have equal oppor-
tunity to take-jdvantajje bjfrhe ncji experi-
ences of college life", together

Deborah Davis
Barnard College '86
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Bear Ess
FINAL EXAMS. FINAL GRADES. IN-
COMPLETES: Check your campus mail-
box for Dean Bornemann's memo on these
important matters.
IWflPORTANT DEADLINES:

DEC. 5 P/D/F Filing
DEC 13 INCOMPLETE FILING:

COURSE WITHDRAWAL {see
Dean Bornemann memo)

DEC. 22 JAN, -gS^gaduates vacate
-- dorm rooms (By NOON)

<ara!t<mfortheLSATJ»JAN. IS
day Sabbath observers^ JAN .
others. " '
BASIC MATH SKILLS: Placement testis
given in Lehman Academic Computer
Center If you missed tlfe exam, contact
Mr. Bob Kahn. 10-6.
The test

Baranarb bulletin
anil

%TUMNT «%VCIINMCNT

Wish everyone the best of luck

with exams. Have a super holiday-

season— see you in '85 .'
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MORNING MADAME

HITS THE AIR

by Elizabeth Yeh
Ask her why she calls herself The

Madame and 92 WKTU s newest D J
Jo Weit/ will tell you that it s. because

Divine was already taken Madame
actually stands for Mothers Against Dull
and Meaningless Employment I chose
it before I knew about Sidney Biddle Bar
rows la member of New York Citv s blue
hlcxid accused of heading a prostitution
ring) thousih

I he Madame who co hosts the
mommy show with Jav Thomas and has
her own show from IO A M to noon on
weekdays aot her start in Miami where
she attended college It was on a chal
lenge Some male chauvinist pig said that
women didn t belong on radio so I joined
the school s station which was just a pub
I fc address system I never considered, it as
a career After graduation. The Madame
wrote commercials for a local station and
did some very odd jobs such as dressing
up as "The Yonic Woman. ' weaving in
between motorists and passing out leaflets
in an effort to promote the station " They

finally put me on the air and I loved it hut
it was time to move on Sonowl mnere

As she is speaking Jay 1 homas is
frant ical ly Irving to throw a piece of trash
in the »arhdi!c He misses On the fourth
attempt he succeeds I love the alien
lion he says and saunters out of the
studio He is ignored by the Madame who
continues The audiences in New York
are more sophisticated it shard to shock
people here So you can get away u ilh a lot
more blue s tu f f

She is more reticent when asked ah
out her ase I m somewhere between
Brooke Shields and Wil l ie Nelson
O K then What is her sign ' Slipperv
when wet What is her favorite kind of
music ' Sounds of whales mating Sen
ously. t have the record But Alberta Hunter
and Hoagy Carmichael will do if I can t
find the other ones " She then picks up the
phone but there are no sounds from the
other end 'Well " she says I gotta
go' " In a second she is out the door So
much for hems a D J

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 5-6:30,

The Women in Literature and Culture

Freshman Seminars Present

"Sigmund Freud's Dora:
A Case of Mistaken Identity'

Discussion after the film with Jane Weinstock,

one of the film's creators; also , Anne Boyman.

Barnard French Department; and Sue Sacks,

Education Program.

Refreshments. Lehman Auditorium

WKTU's newest DJ is Jo Weitz
and Meaningless Employment
Barrows

Madame actually stands for Mothers Against Dull
I chose it before I kne* about Sidne\ Biddle

Kidder, Peabody ̂  Co.
Incorporated

cordially invites you to at tend
a presentation on the

CORPORATE FINANCE
ASSOCIATE INTERN PROGRAM

Thursday the s ix th of December 4 0 0 P M

The Sulzberger Parlor
Barnard Hall

Refreshments to fol low
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BARNARD ALUMNAE: The Bench vs. The Home Front

h\ Megan Schwaiv
I he app« i :n lmenl nt wo:nen as Uldge-

- - r l l .1 r.ire occurrence in t h i s c o . i n t r v Fhe
: . .p- : !"vr I * ' w o m e n in the le -_ - . i l profession
'us .-r. '\«. r. far more q u i c k l v than w omen in
ihe M . l u i . i r v .ilnou'_'h the ' irs! woman
A i , .n.pointed V the bench in l s " i i . o - i l v
-. v - . - . i r . i ! te - t h e lu s t w o m a n h.ul Sccc

i ! • • r u - , : i , . ihe h i r B c l u c c i t i t t e e n , i ru :
• A . - - - ' \ K , : i i . i r , ! " r .k lua tcs . ire r,o\\ sc rvm- . 1

. - ' ..! v- i n \ cJer.ii St . i te .nul i , K . I
• • ' . . i f ' u ' u l the . o u n l r v ! K i \ e i n t e r

. . - A . - . ' ~ ' \ i . t t h e s e women I .iskol Pie i i i
i ' - . • .' ' h e i r e\l vr icr*. es i r [he l e -_ ' . i t proles

- • • " i . ' i . l .1* 'nJecs hou f h e > . ^ < " r i b f n c * !
"'.• r . . i r .vf ^ i t h i t . r n ' K . and to ^ on l inen:
• " • ' v i c 1 1 . , 11.. 1 . 1 1 pr. ve-- . in. I the -ek \ lh" i ot

l i ' ene:.r. t v i e iuJ- . 'e- r i l e r \ -cw e>!
V • • ' ; :'. K-u'-.1 .1 w o n - . m h m . l e f C v t t h e i r en
" i".. n i t ' • pn •* .ite lau f i r m s . 'MVs. . t lK n
• • , . • . ' i s u . , , -u l N ' . M X V,hcn l ik le . cSus . in
V- ••: ." > H . t r : i . i r . ! ^ " i a p p l i c v i tor pos i i io i i s
• • • \V i ! : s tr i -e: a w t i n n s , l i ; r n : • l ' < ^ ' < >'«a

"O.';/v u cerrmn rn/rnliernf

; > < > s . / f / i > ; / s i/re (1/lnteJ to

females. AnJ all a^ree

'hi!' \i'<*men m n ^ f lie

; • ' • , • / ' , - , ' ,>vi / r/,'/(./ irnrk fiarJer

.'• i :'\<iin the . . . posrui i /?s.

-he '.v .is i n l i l hv m.inv AVL- don't hire

w o m e n Her hrs t |oh was w i t h the IX-
p.tnmcnl n t J u s t K c in the an t i - t r u s t d i v i -
sion ^hen judu'e hleanor Leon MaeDon-
ald : Barnard Mi rx.'i.:an l ix ikmL' tor a |oh
in l ltfi"? law turns and corporations said to
her "We l i ke vou . hut vou ' re a woman
and w e ' l l never hire a woman " Conse-
q u e n t l y , w h i l e some of the women were
hired hv prest igious Wall Street f irms,
others were forced to take a different
route Judge Rena L \ i l l e r (Barnard '59)
began her career as a legal aide in the
Kini i !s Court, representing children She
savs i t was not so d i f f i c u l t to get a j<>h in the
he ld of t a rn iK and chi ldren s law hecause

j l i h o a g h more c h a l l e n g i n g and interest-
in - j i t was considered to he a '?/r/A
lirld ' ''

H o w e v e r , al! the judges agreed that it
is somewhat easier lor women today.
lud' je M v r i a n i Ahman iBarnard '5 l>) a
New York Count) C i v i l Court judge, re-
ported that at the time of her appointment
to Ihe bench in 1479. women were being
sought tor j u d i c i a l positions Neverthe-
less, according to Altman. women s t i l l do
not have the higher judiciary posts; only a
i crtain number of" positions are allotted to
females And all agree that women must
he prepared to work harder and to be better
than their male colleagues in order to gain
the same positions.

I 'n l ike their male counterparts. » om-
en judges lace an additional problem how
to combine a ciireer wi th raising a fami ly
Judge Altman s t i l l remembers the advice
g i v e n bv former President of Barnard Mi l -
l iccnt Mclntosh. (a mother of a big fannlv I
to students regarding the possibility ot
f . i t m l v and a career "Have >o«r children
di i rm- j summer vacation

JudL'e Shinier has two children, ages
s ix teen and nineteen. She never stopped
w o r k i n g and s . ivs . "Nou i t ' s easy - the
k i d s arc in school ' But i t was not always
e. isv "One worries. ' she savs. "about
u he: her the best i sn ' t be MIL' g i v e n to one or
the other , or it thev re both losing You
ui ' ju lc . 'jet verv. l i t t l e sleep it was
i l i f f v i u ' Shmier teeK >t conk! not have
been done vv i thout a husband who was also
w i l l m i : to make sacntices And. ot course.
outs ide help is necessary Shimer con-
c ludes that each woman iiuiM g i v e a lot ol
thoujh! to the task ol combining a career
and t a m i l v and be sure she wan t s to do it
"But the joy uf h a v i n g both, i t vou can do
n . is tremendous

MthouL'h 1 inters lowed Judge Shimer
over the phone. I could teel the smile on
her lace as she fondly related an incident ,
demonstra t ing the need lor cooperation.
;I IK: the neeessi tv lor improvisa t ion when
both mates h a v e careers

M the t ime. Judge Shinier was work-
ing at home and was suddenly called to
appear in court on urgent business No one
was avai lable to look after her four-year-
old son. so she drove him to her husband's
office and put him behind her husband's
desk Her husband was scheduled at that
time to have a conference. The boy played
quiet ly during the entire conference, hid-
den behind the desk The conference
members were astonished to discover his
presence al the end of the conference and
complimented Judge Shimer's husband on
his well-behaved son.

The women all agree that good
housekeeping help is an essential part of
combining a career and family. Judge
MacDonald said that when she began
working, she was working to support the
housekeeper. "In my view, it's worth be-
ing very poor in order to pay a house-
keeper.

Judge Uviller. the mother of a daugh-
ter, feels especially lucky hecause her hus-
band is also a willing and contributing
parent, but she is angry that this is con-
sidered lucky. In her opinion, all men
should be wil l ing to sacrifice when both
mates want careers. However. Uviller
adds, that besides the sacrifices and hard-
ships, "the pleasure . . found in work is a
great joy and my career has been of im-
mense satisfaction."

Although the selection process of
judges differs tremendously from state to
state. Judge White, who presides in Michi-

gan, noted a strong correlation between
the number of women selected or appoint-
ed and the strength of the women's bar
association in that state In more progres-
sive states, such as Michigan and New
Y ork. the stronger bar associations have-
more clout and can effectively orgam/e
fund raising and moral support forwomen
New York State Court ot Appeals Judge
Kayc (Barnard " 5 X > a beneficiary of the
appointive system thinks that it is a
good process, better than the elective, tor

system I'viller would most like to see the
system in use removed from political ma-
ne live-rings.

Concerning the judicial process,
there seems to he a general concensus that.
as Judge Shimer says. "Hverything can
stand improvement, and we have an obli-
gation to try to improve the judicial pro
cess " Judge Altman is working for a
merger of all the trial courts in the state-ol
New- York .(there are six) into a single-tier

The Hon. Eleanor Leen MacDonald

less ol a L'hulalorial situation." According
to Uvil jer . there are new opportunities for
women opening up in the private sector.
hut opportunities for more creative work in
the public sector arc becoming more limi-
ted The lield is becoming glutted and
therefore, adds Mucdonald. "You should
do well in school. «?o to a prestigious law
school arul- io we l l there tixi "

Jud'jc W hue brings up an important
point about the benefits ol more women
ludi-'Cs and l . iwvers I-or example, m her
conn, there is .1 bi'j push for day care, not
onlv lor the lawvers and judges but tor all
the court emplovees. a push that she leels
would be L a k i t i L ' i t women were not be-
hind i t . L'eneratin!! the energy .

Jud.-e Itidilh Smith Kavc
has been v e i v pleased w i t h the legal pro
tession She savs "I have never been dis-

"Whcn Judftc Susan Shimmer

applied for positions in

Wall Street firms . . . they

said, 'We Jan 't hire

recruiting and screening people.
The selection process of judges is a

matter of controversy today. Altman. who
feels that neither the elective nor appoin-
tive system is ideal, tends to favour the
appointive system. It must, however, in-

"Jud&e Ulliver, the mother
of a daughter, feels

especially lucky because
her husband is also a

willing and contributing
parent, but she is angry
that this is considered

lucky."

sure the selection of the best candidates,
and politics must be left out! Altman says
"the appointive system can be better as
long as it is proper." Judge Uviller. a
beneficiary of both systems, notes that sig-
nificant pressure exists in New York to
move from the elective to the appointive

trial court with complete jurisdiction. At
the present time, different pans of comp-
lex cases are often tried in different courts,
complicating already immensely compli-
cated matters. A single-tier trial court is.
according to Altman. the most efficient
system.

Finally. the judges were asked if they
had any thoughts, comments, or advice for
Barnard women that they wanted to share.
Commenting on the legal profession.
Judge Altman says "judicial ambition
should not be the main goal. Of most im-
portance is to establish yourself as a law-
yer; then explore your opportunities.''

Judge MacDonald feels that although-
women judges and lawyers are becoming'
more common, there is still something
special about being a woman judge and
still something special about being suc-
cessful in a traditionally male dominated
profession.

Judge Uviller feels that the influx of
women has been very good for the legal
profession. She says. "Women tend to be
less confrontational, speaking broadly,
and women have a variety of means for
conflict resolution which .make lawyering

appoinlc'd >>-• the Ici-'al profession It is
marvelous. ,uul I was fortunate to he ahlc
to t i t it i n t i ' i n . l i t e The excitement and
challenge the out and out battle on in-
tellectual grounds and Ihe possibility of
doing some good tor society combine to
make law a ereat career

On a more general level, the |udges
stressed that each woman should try to
make decisions that wil l ful f i l l her own
needs am) desires, and to beat her own
path. Altman says that young women
"should m>t be influenced hy social move-
ments. They shouldn't look to a career
because they feel they must, but because
they want to "

Judge L'viller stressed Ihe importance
of Barnard m shaping her early goals. She
feels that Barnard is "a singular school
among colleges, womens" and otherwise.
and that it provided a particularly correct
environment for students wanting a ca-
reer." Judge Uviller hopes that Bamad
does not lose its special environment.

Judge White advises that young wo-
men should not spend as much time at the
West End as she did. but then seriously
adds "there is a different way for every-
one. Women should be flexible in moving
in and out of the work force." She adds

. that women in the work force do not and
should not play by the rules set by men.
"There is a history of women helping each
other through networks and women's
groups, even in corporations. The women
who move up the ladder have a hand down
to pull someone else up with them."

For these women, then, their careers
have not always been easy, but they have
been worthwhile. Thanks to their efforts.
it will get easier and easier for those wo-
men planning to follow in their footsteps.

••Sfii-

b^&jaggie Levtoe
Stephen Sondheim and John Weid-

man-s musical. PocrTfeOverturej dis-
proves unpopular idea that a musical musl
be all glitter to be successful.The revival
currently running Off-Broadway at the
Promenade Theatre does not knock you
out of your seat with five million dollar
space ships, dry ice, sequins and ostrich
feathers. Instead. Pacific Overtures da/-
/tes the eye with the effects of sliding
translucent screens, bamboo mats, decora-
tive fans and painted masks. The produc-
tion gently glimmers as it brings hislory to
life by combining the styles of the Japa-
nese Kabuki Theatre with those of the
American Musical.

In 1853. American Commodore Mat-
thew Perry landed on the shores of Japan.
Pacific Overtures combines fact and fic-
tion as it explores how the arrival of West-
erners affected the Japanese and their cul-
ture . Some of the Japanese resist Ihe intru-
sion of foreigners while others welcome
the influence of a more modem society.
The musical Follows rhe lives of two men
in particular: a fisherman and a Samurai.
The show closes with a number that em-
phasizes the leap- Japan has made from
bemg^anvisoiated Jstgigtljiflsfl^gjinjhe

.niidjfte'of the sea'' <oVne":or:di"worl«l"s
mast technically advanced nations.

v ,-Pacific Overitires aptly uses conven-
tiom; of the Japanese theatre, particularly

East Meets
West in

Sondheim
Musical

Stunderscores

J-non::-foii

(*.*&

oMTthtt} cannot promise'

m s. In ••

coincidence of having
^^-^.rJa fill the empty seat at mjr

right Sittihg next to Soodtieim gave me
ippoRanity to spy on him as he took
s and enjoyed hi^show. 1 got the sense
HC^mpBCCim^ ty ooroepJOductioB
: snucfc in and out of the house once

S'act had bepm. The best 1)10; about
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WHOOPI GOLDBERG:
Not Just Another Funny Name

by Rebecca Johnson
The -stars of Whtwpt Goldberg the

Rroadv^av show at the Lveeum are an
irasuhle street junk ie a h \ f > e r t e e n v hop
per surter c h i c k a Jamaican e\ euno ven
der turned housekeeper and a seven year
eld black g i r l trying to turn hernappv black
t u r l s ntu !onn luxurious blond hair h\
U L a r i P L * a shn on her head I urkmi! be
hind these person as is a protean aetrcss
u hi o rxn lv admits to d t \ i s m « her staae
n iriii. f rom a uhoopi Cushion

I asi January W h ( M » p i Gtildbtru was
fx rt )mnr j at Darin, rht^ter Workshop
K T $~" ^0 a stat TixJa\ i f vou wan t to
L ate h ht r r i s i n j star i t w i l l cos' \ou almost
$ ^ O t i c a p h x Rmad^av standards h u l a
v o n M d t r ihk k jp from $7 •>() Behind
( n » k i h t * " ' s S I K L L S S is her > u n private
Henn- M t - 2 ns and deTii ^od nt the Great
\ V v i i ' « . V v j \1ikt N i e h »ls NKhols rn-oi-
n i / n ' the t rmidahk t a k n f ind spinl ot the
uor UP an 1 raised her trom mainstream
ohs u n t v o he r present Bnud^av star
Jon

On a stark U l i t sia»!L w n h ihe a i d o ^ a
r n n i m u m ot thealneal props and no eos
tumt changes Whoopi Goldberg creates

six characters which make us alternate be
tween squirming embarrassment raucous
laughter and tearv empalhv

Her first character a street wise jun
kie «ith a Ph d in I iterature ( 1 know vou
don I th ink I was horn a junkie he coun
ters u hen the audience laughs at this start
ling hi! or information (describes his trip to
Amsterdam and his spiritual awakening at
\nne frank s house The premise is un
hkeK and the morali/m« that it falls into
distract trom what the actress is hest at a
keen ear tor the p\e\ tones ot street Ian
ijuaize and the ironic musings ot a stoned
j u n k i e ohservmi! Furopean toihles such
as k_'ali/ed marijuana

Her humor is at its best preciselv
uhen she treats the* social issue wi th the
inxnc'rcnce ot a |unkie and not the uravitv
ot a liberal ideolouue Consider the |un
kie s response to a Rmht to I iter pam
phleteer s refusal to talk with him Well
\ou should talk to me cause I got the an
swer to abortion What s that ' asks
the pamphleteer Stuxrt your dick off,
chuckles the junkie as he grabs his crotch
and makes lewd faces 'Anything

"I'ma hippie./was born a hippie, and I'll always bt one "

Whoopi Goldberg as Whoopi Goldberg

Whoopie says, "to get die audience's at-
tention"

Included in "anything" is the witnes-
sing of a self imposed coat hanger abortion
by a surfer girl from California who finds
herself, at fourteen, pregnant and kicked
out of her house " I tried drinking Johnny
Walker Red and jumping up and down 65
times, but that didn't work", she tells us
She tries to talk to her pnest about it but he
confuses her heavily vernacular "I'm
PC'' with her landing a part m a movie

The emotional punch line of the sur-
fer girl skit is delivered while she spasti-
cally throws her hands in the air to punc-
tuate her points and throws her head back
and forth, "But. like it's OK that I can't
have children now because I'm just four-
teen, and. its. like. I have my whole life in
front of me, y'know''"

The most contained and effective mo-
ment of the evening involved a crippled
woman' s story about her engagement to be
married Anyone who can/get away with
getting an audience to laugh with a cnpple
while still being politically correct has per-
formed quite a feat While the woman acts

out her fantasy of normalcy, her body un-
contorts itself and flows into a graceful
celebration of the wonders of movement
while the woman talks about how incredi-
ble it would be to be able to move her
whole body At this moment the night's
theater has reached its moment of highest
poignancy without being too melodrama-
tic or obviously drumming the point home

Indeed it is unfortunate that Ms
Goldberg has such trouble in distinguish
ing between sentimentality and the more
subtle ambiguities than any attempt to
absolute judgment involves We know
through the skits, that her politics are
slightly left of left and she herself responds
to the accusation of "being senlimenal"
by saying, "I'm into sentimentality. I
want people to get weepy " And in fact
people do like to get weepy, but one can't
help wishing that she would offer less of
the obvious cliches and emotional manipu-
lation in her act Yet in spite of the facile
conclusions, the presence of Whoopi
Goldberg is inspiring, we are glad she's on
stage because she's easy to like and when
the Whoopi spirit soars, we all do



Books: Tom Bobbins' Jitterbug Perfume
by Aim M. Leonard

The first thing that struck me about
Tom Robbins' new book. Jitterbug Per-
fiune. was the price. I had acquired his
three previous books in paperback for only
a few dollars. But his most recent novel is
published in hardback with a glossy cover
and sells for $15.95. This major price in-
crease signifies more than inflation or
Robbins' "selling out." The price, like
Jitterbug Perfume'* story, is about the
progression of life. Tom Robbins. who has
been a popular underground writer for well
over a decade is getting old. So are his
readers. And so are the characters in his
latest novel.

The fact that Robbinsc.an charge (and
receive) $15 95 for his new book shows
that his audience has changed. The mostly
young, long-haired, semi-radical youths
who were like the characters in his past
hooks have become the more affluent, set-
tled-down types who will and can afford to
pay this much. Along with Robbins and
his readers, his characters age. But some
of them do not want to. which is the thesis
of Jitterbug Perfume

In keeping with the Robbins tradi-
tion, the characters are mysterious, magi-
cal, sensual, sensuous, funny and serious
King Alobar and his wife Kudra. whom
we meet separately in ancient settings, are
the main characters. According to each of
their cultural traditions. rthejr_tjmj Juj (

come to voluntarily accept death. Alobar.
who has just sprouted his first grey hair
lives in a society where a king is executed

upon the first sign of old age. Kudra,
whose first husband just died, is expected
to throw herself on his funeral pyre. Flee-
ing death, Alobar and Kudra meet and
decide together to pursue immortality. In
many fantastic and cosmic dialogues, they
share their thoughts about aging, death,
possible after-lives, and the implications
of rejecting theirsociety's norms (i.e Did
they anger the Gods by refusing to die?) In
their travels they learn of the Bandaloop
doctors, a magical clan who know the sec-
rets to eternal life. Very much in love.

what other options are available Fearing
separation in the process. Alobar and Kud-
ra devise a strong and unique perfume so
that they will be able to locale and recog-
nize each other once they reach "the other
side." A worthwhile precaution since
Alobar remains in the living room while
Kudra demalenali7es He awaits her re
turn until he is again expelled from town
by his neighbors in the monastery

Alobar and his long time friend, the
goat god Pan, set sail for America in
search of Kudra and a world less rational

"If you have ever laughed out loud in a

crowed elevator and then gotten a surge

of satisfaction at all the frowns directed

your M?ay, you should buy this book."
Alobar and Kudra live in the Bandalixip
caves where they master the proper use ot
the four elements: Earth. Air. Fire, and
Water in order to defy mortality.

The story follows them through the
next nine centuries of their adventure
They cannot stay in one place for a long
time because neighbors become suspi-
cious that they never age. Thus Alobar and
Kudra must continually travel
. > { Having sealed comfortably in Pans.
Kudra eventually tires of earthly existence
somewhere along the 18th century and
convinces Alobar to travel beyond it to see

than hurope during the Aiie ot I nhghton
ment On the journey the bottle ot per
fume. Alobar's hope of finding his be-
loved Kudra. is flung overboard and car
ned away by the currents

The other major characters are all hv -
ing in the I980's An ex-Harvard proles
sor who experimented with mind altering
drugs "beyond the call of academic du t> '
presides over the Last Laugh Foundation
dedicated to the research of immortalitv
Others in the cast include a genius wai t -
ress in Seattle who unknowingly has pos-
session of Alobar's bottle and "wants"

the ex-professor, two women who have an
outdated New Orleans perfumene. and an
eccentric French Perfume manufacturer
who wants both the world's greatest per-
fume and one of the women in New Or-
leans

Included throughout the story are
numerous lengthy discussions about the
purpose of life, the meaning of death, the
function of love, the pursuit of i l lumina-
t ion, the spread of Christianity (Alohar
and Kudra witnessed it firsthand), and the
connection between the disappearance o(
dinosaurs and the emergence of flowers
Fier> passage is loaded wi th Robhins" im
a g i n a t i v e and uncannv metaphors lake lor
instance the description of a Seattle skv a^
hav inn a cloud cover that resembled \oi
taL'C cheese that had been drained n'no
miles behind a cement t ruck In ano ther
I v p i c a l l v Rohbinv description (he de-
pressed wai t ress responds to some LO<HJ
news 'The bnckload ot t a t i r u e that Pns
c i l i a was tarT\ ine suddenK turned into j
hncK souffle As the new--, pel1, bener
Robins writes ' Munninebi rd sou I fie
Cobweb souffle' When it gets realK
ecxxl "Nitrus oxide souffle

It vou have ever laughed out loud in a
crowded elevator or subwav car fu l l ot
strangers who were silemlv stanng at their
feet, and then gotten a surge of satisfaction
al all the frow-nmg. suspicious glares di-
rected your wa>. you should buv this
book

The Student/Faculty Committee of the Mclntosh
Activities Council and Alumnae Association of

Barnard College
'are accepting nominations for

The Emily Gregory
Award

honoring an instructor for excellence in teaching and

for devotion and service to the students of
Barnard College.

Nominations should appear in essay form and

be submitted to the
McAc Office 101 Mclntosh Center or

College Activities 209 Mclntosh

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14th FOR MORE
INFO. CALL X5392 or x2096.

SPRING 1985 COURSES
Additions and Corrections to the Catalogue

PHILOSOPHY
PHI V3654y: Philosophy of Psychology; TTh 1:10-2:25; E.

Handler Spitz; 3 pts
QUANTITATIVE REASONING
OUR BC1101y: Sequence A; TTh 2:40-3:55; N. Rothschild,

H.M. Jacquet, D. Foley; 3 pts.
QUR BC1102y: Sequence B; MW 1:10-2:00; C. Williams, L

Lessinger, R. Remez; 3 pts.
PLACEMENT TEST for basic math skills is given in the
Lehman Academic Computer Center. Contact Mr. R. Kahn,
M-F 10-6, X8476 (See Catalogue, pp. 231-232)
RELIGION
REL V 2630y: African Religions Traditions; TTh 2 40-3 55:

R. Baum, 3 pts.
REL V3760y: American Indian Religions: MW 1:10-2.25; R.

Baum, 3 pts.
REL V 3804y, Sect. XIV: Religion and Imperialism; M 4:10-6;

R. Baum 4 pts.
REL V 3804y, Sect. XV: Maimonides and Halevi; Th 4:10-6;

H. Fradkin;4pts
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Change of the Guard
The annual Barnard Bulletin Change

nt Board partv took plate on Thursdav
November 'I in the Sul/hercer Parlour
Outgoing editors Barbv Ko«on Mava
Mann Sarah Mor-jcnthau Megan
Si_hwar/ Jdl I itner and David Han toast
ed the new editors Beth Wightman I di
tor in Ohiei Deborah Pardcs Manainn"
F-dttor Kristin King K-atures hditor
Eve-l,aure Moros ASM (eatures Lditor
Chmtina Kaouris, Business Manager Re-
bec ja Johnson Reviews I ditor and (not
pictured! Merdyce MrClaran Jessica
Reighard Co Photoaraphv r ditors

TE HOLIDAYS

COLLEGE VACATION EXPERTS
Serving Bermuda from
N V Boston and WasMnglon. D C

^01 Madison Av/enue
Mew York NY 100?.?

I |.?!?| I1,1, 'I/OS tor brothure
|800| 223 069^ for reservations

I V N • < I.I

Spring Break for the Upperclasses.

Other vacation spots may be okay for
those Freshmen and Sophomoric types
that don't know any better, but by the time
you ve made it to the higher classes, we
hope you've learned something

By now, vou should know that Bermuda
College Weeks are as much fun and as

carefree, but with a difference There's a little
more atmosphere here There are free buffet
lunches at our top hotels, our smashing
beach parties, our steel bands and calypso
bands, our complimentary cruises and, of
course, our gorgeous pink beaches and
beautiful weather

So this year make use of your education-
come to Bermuda, where you can carouse
with class, get wild in style

See your Travel Agent for details

Bermuda
Bermuda College V\teks, 1985. March 2 to April 13.


