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Mclntosh
at Night
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BATMAN. NIGHTLY NEWS HOUR
& JEOPARDY

Every Wednesday & Thursday
S-l^pm Mclntosh Center

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

BOWLING
Hours: Mon.& Tues. 9pm-11pm

Wed. - Fri. 5pm-11pm
Thursdays is...

***50* Bowling Night***
(don't miss it!!!)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Dark Room Hours:
9am-11pm Mon.-FrL

11am-5pm Sat. & Sun.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Try the POOL TABLE and
our NEW PING PONG TABLE!!!

EVENING EVENTS IN MCINTOSH CENTER, BARNARD COLLEGE
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Rape is an issue that unites all women.

No one is immune to die horror of rape, the

violence, the healing, the trauma, the fear.

There are different levels of dealing with

the issue of rape. There are Band-Aids: up-

graded security, self-defense classes, leaving

parties early to ensure company on the way

home, pretending to enjoy jogging around a

track. Vocalization is the next step. Each

time a story is shared, a survivor comforted,

a vigil planned, two important processes are

put into motion—the individual is empow-

ered and the level of awareness within her

society is raised. This is why programs like

'Take Back The Night" and accurate media

coverage are crucial as vehicles for both

emotional support and the education of a

community. Tne final step towards combat-

ting rape lies in examining the roots of cur-

rent attitudes towards women and how ideas

about gender, power and sex are formed and

reinforced. By understanding the nature of

socially constructed "truths," we are able to

accept responsibility for the re-construction

of our society.

The media plays a central role in struc-

turing our attitudes, both through the infor-

mation it does and does not reveal and in

the ways that this information is conveyed

When a rape is reported as a sexual assault,

the crime is minimized. When a rape is pre-

sented as being enjoyable to the survivor, as

in the film Dangerous Liasons, the crime is

eroticized. When the attention of all New

York City is focused on the rape of one up-

per-class white woman while the crimes per-

petrated against countless other woman—
women of color, lower-class women, sex

workers— are rendered invisible by lack of

media exposure, the universality of the crime

is denied.

Every four seconds, worldwide, a woman

is raped. Every 18 seconds in the U.S. a

woman is battered in her home. 84% of rape

survivors interviewed on college campuses

were acquainted with their assailants. One

out of every three women will be sexually

assaulted in her lifetime.

In the time that it takes you to read this

copy of the Bulletin, three women will have

been raped. Each incident is an individual

tragedy affecting an individual woman. One

may be a working class white mother, an-

other a teenaged black high school student,

and the third an Asian American lesbian

attending an Ivy League college. Six min-

utes more, another story will unfold.
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L E T T E R S
"Own"ing Feminism viewed as feminists. This is perfectly valid, since no one should
To the Editor: be categorized as something they would rather not be. Rhee

Part of the value of words is that by applying them to our- denies other women the right to choose their own self-defini-
selves or others we can begin to get a sense of where we stand tion. continued on page 13
in terms of each other's opinions and views. Yet some words are
very elusive in their definitions and others can be harmful. ^ por Qne jsjot Qne For All
When the meaning of a word is unclear, it is best to use it with ^ ̂ e Editor:

care, and not make assumptions about what that word means Feminism is open ended. Ii is what we, each as individuals,
for others. An example of this is the word "feminism." perceive it to be. In Rhee's attempt to widen a definition oi

For every woman who defines herself as a feminist the word feminism to include her ownj she excludes tnat of others. T 'om
has a different meaning. In her commentary, "A Feminism of radical fem}nists tQ women who choose not £o think of ^em.
My Own," Jeanne Rhee expressed her feelings when con- ^^ ag feminists> all must be allowed their own interprets
fronted by a type of feminism at Barnard that makes her feel "a .. f^minicmLioiio or iciiiiiiioiii-
bit uncomfortable." She asserts that "Barnard focuses more on Mary Kim (BC '92)
the lesbian and feminist community and less on the tradition- Cindy Suchomel (BC '92)
alist community." She defends the validity of her own opinion,
and rejects the stereotypes that factionalize the Barnard com-
munity Chromosomes and Cooking

Rhee's assertion that the radical feminist community is To the Editor:
more supported than a more "traditional" school of thought is I was puzzled by Jeanne Rhee's commentary, A Feminism of
not true. Rhee battles against the stereotypes that "run ram- My Own. Where was the feminism? I saw nothing anywhere in
pant at Barnard," but buys into these stereotypes by adding the article that indicated that Ms. Rhee is a feminist in any
that she "happen[s] to be one." According to Rhee's assump- way, shape or form.
tions, these stereotypes are bad because they make people like I was equally distressed by the fact that so much of her dis-
Rhee feel uncomfortable. She describes the stereotype she rep- cussion of what it means to be a "true" feminist revolved
resents by describing herself: "I am a woman who dresses fairly around clothing, hairstyle and make-up. Having a positive
nicely, never goes out in public without make-up and gets body image is crucial to everybody'swell-being—traditionalist
involved in college activities." She commits the same error and feminist, heterosexual and homosexual, female and male
that she accuses "radical" feminists of committing—defining a alike, irrespective of whether that image is expressed with
type of feminism and establishing it as a stereotype. By saying pearls and pastels or leather and Levi's. Feminism, however is
that she, unlike radical feminists, does certain tilings, she more than the trappings on the outside, it is the beliefs on the
narrows the range of possibilities for others. Yet isn't this the inside. Contrary to Ms. Rhee's belief, feminism is not "defined
very categorization she is fighting against? by each woman to fit her own expectations and lifestyle,"

Rhee identifies the stereotype of the radical feminist as a rather, it is the belief that no woman should ever feel that
woman with "a butched haircut, dressed in black, who is certain things (such as cooking and baking!) are expected of
undoubtedly a lesbian.1' Undoubtedly, Rhee did not stop to ner merely because of her sex. Cooking, car maintenance and
talk to the people she "walked past...In Mclntosh" who were wage earning are all human responsibilities and are not in-
wearing "a black sweater, Levi's, cowboy boots and motorcycle stincts linked Lo the X or Y chromosomes.
jacket." Because of the way they dressed, these women had, As a Jewish Feminist, 1 understand the difficulty of recon-
according to Rhee, different "values." By defining herself and ciling traditional values with feminism. As a philosophy major,
others by the very generalizations she so despises, she is reaf- 1 applaud Ms. Pace's calling into question her values and her
firming stereotypes. perception of those she finds around her. We can never fully

Rhee's assumptions do not stop at defining people by how understand that which we do not question. However, I encour-
they dress. While pushing the importance of freedom of choice a§e ner to continue her exploration of her values and her
she goes on to assert that there is not "such a thing a a non- perceptions of feminists and Feminism. 1 encourage others
feminist." I would never deny Rhee the right to consider who share this dilemma to take heart, feminism and tradition-
herself a feminist, but neither would I deny others the right not alism do not have to be mutually exclusive. I hope that as Ms.
to be one. There is such a thing a non-feminist and there are Rhee continues her education and involvement at Barnard she
women even at Barnard who do not consider themselves femi- will learn that there is much more to Feminism than short hair,
nists. The word feminism has negative connotations for many black clothing and lesbianism,
people more "liberal" than Rhee, and they may prefer not to be —Sylvia S. Polk (BC '91)
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B U L L E T I N S

Rep Council Supports Center for Research on
Women at March 12 Meeting

Director of the Center for Research on Women Temma
Kaplan briefed the Rep Council about the Center's current fi-
nancial crisis during the March 12 SGA meeting. The center
faces $60,000 in budget cuts in the coming year, which would
mean cutting all staff and moving the Center's entire collec-
tion to the Barnard archives.

The Center, which was founded in 1971, has been a valu-
able resource to both the Barnard and New York feminist
communities. According to Kaplan the Center can sustain up
to $ 15,000 in cuts by removing a phone line and cutting down
on mailing costs, but if the proposed budget cuts are approved
and the Center is sapped of its staff and space, it would effec-
tively no longer exist. She explained that staff is essential, as
the Center's collection is constantly expanding, and requires
cataloguing.

The organization of material also needs to be explained to
users, as it is not arranged by Dewey decimal, or any other
traditional library-type system. She added that archiving the
Center's collection would severely limit access to it.

Opinions among council members varied from questions
about how useful the Center is to Barnard students, to con-
cerns about how Barnard's status as a women's college would be
affected if the Center closed. The council came to a unani-
mous decision to draft a letter to Dean of Faculty Robert
McCaughey opposing the budget cuts.

One of the three members who volunteered to draft tile
letter, Representative at Large Diana Miller (BC '90), said,
"The Center serves the same function for the Women's Studies
major as a lab does for a Biology major; taking the Center away
would be like taking the lab away from Biology majors."

Increased concern over security was also discussed at the
meeting. Student Chair of the Security Tri-Partite committee
Amy Masters (BC '90), reported on a recent meeting with
Director of Security John Scacalossi, Dean of Student Life
Georgie Gatch and other students. The meeting focused
mainly on the security risk presented by entrances to the quad
that can be accessed by anyone entering Barnard Hall, via the
tunnel. The consensus at the February 21 meeting was that the
door between the tunnel and the basement of Centennial,
which is currently locked at night and open during the day,
should be completely sealed off with a magnetic lock. The new
lock would deny access to everyone, twenty-four hours a day.

The idea of placing a guard near the door was immediately
dismissed as it would cost $125,000 annually.

Masters was asked by Scacalossi to gather student input on
continued on page 22

Women and Disability Film Festival

The Seventh Annual Women and disability Film Festival
will be held March 26-March 30. The Festival will present a
week long series of films that explore issues of gender and
disability. All of the films will be shown between 12pm-2pm in
different locations on campus so as to accommodate a wider-
ange of viewers.

The Festival occurs in March so as to highlight Women's
History Month, according to Festival Coordinator Susan
Quinby, Assistant Director of the Office of Disabilities.

The first film of the Festival will be Positive Images: Portraits
of Women with Disabilities (1989/58 minutes). It will be shown
on Monday, March 26 in the Jean Palmer Room in upper-level
Mclntosh. The film portrays the lives of three women with
disabilities.

The Impossible Takes a Little. Longer (1989/45 minutes) will
be shown on Tuesday, the 27 in the Jean Palmer Room. This
film documents the lives of five disabled women and informs
all women about ways in which disabled women can live pro-
ductive satisfying lives.

DiAna's Hair Ego: AIDS Info Up Front (1990/29 minutes),
and Her Giveaway-' A Spiritual Journey with AIDS (1987/ 22
minutes) will be shown on Wednesday, March 28 in the Ella
Weed Room. The first film documents the growth of the South
Carolina AIDS Education Network which operates out of
DiAna's beauty salon. The second film is about Carole Lafavor,
a member of the Ojibwe tribe who is a mother, a registered
nurse, and has AIDS.

The films to be shown on Thursday, March 29 and Friday,
March 30 are yet to be announced

For further information about the Festival call the Office of
Disability Services at x44634- *

—by Rebecca Lacher

SGA iscuss future of Center for
Research on Women.

March 26, 1990



SGA Candidates

What one thing would you like to

Jennifer Cowan
Sara Bucholtz
Leigh Fairchild
Geneva Riley

Christina Geigel
Maria Vallejo
Claire Casapao
Sylvia Polk

Liz Nanni
Rochelle Tarlowe
Gayle Friedland
Janet Alperstein

Roberta Waterstone
Jennifer Bullock
Angela Y.M, Riley
Day Levine

Aimee Saginaw
Emmily Washington
Kristen Hoeschler
Robyn Bass

Leiiynne Lau

Not Pictured
AlyssaHeld(BC'91)
JenMcQuade(BC'91)
Jennifer Newman (BC93)
Julie Owen (BC'91)
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State Their Goals

improve at Barnard if you are elected?
Jennifer Cowan (BC'91)
President of Student Government Association
(Running Unopposed)
"I'm going to create a book exchange board, using index
cards, for people to buy and sell used books, rather than hav-
ing to go to the bookstore."

SaraBucholtz(BC'91)
Vice-President of Student Government Association
"My main goal is education. I feel ihat our Student Govern-
ment is not well understood. Most students wonder: What
exactly is Rep Council? How do committees and clubs differ?
Who makes the decisions? And very importantly, how can
any student voice her opinion and get involved? I want to
answer all of these queries. Every Barnard student should
understand our multi-faceted SGA."

Leigh Fairchild(BC'92)
Vice President of Student Activities
"I would like to see greater interaction between clubs and
undergraduate colleges, as far as events are concerned. I don't
think there needs necessarily to be more programming, but
better programming. I would also like to see more program-
ming that involves faculty and administration in the pro-
grams, and better publicity that will provoke a greater aware-
ness and appreciation of the diversity of events."

Geneva Riley (BC '91)
Vice President of Student Activities
"I think that Barnard needs a lot of school spirit. I would like
to foster an environment where Barnard students don't need
to go elsewhere to find things to do. I'd like to create diverse
activities for everyone's interests."

Christina Geigel (BC '91)
Treasurer of Student Government Association
(Running Unopposed)
"I would like to see more student participation and involve-
ment on campus."

Maria Vallejo (BC '91)
Student Government Association Officer of the Board
"I would make students more aware of events on campus,
issues concerning students on campus, and also making our
college something that fulfills more of our students needs."

Claire Casapao (BC '93)
Student Government Association Officer of the Board
"I think that a lot of times people think that when you're in a

leadership position you 'delegate.' I would like to open up to
students through SGA, to serve the school and improve on
the apathy. I want them to be active in SGA vicariously
through me."

Sylvia Polk (BC'91)
Senior Representative to the Board of Trustees
(Running Unopposed)
"I want to improve lines of communication. Students aren't
as aware of the different organizations around campus. I
would like to see channels opened up for students so that
they know right away where to go and who to see."

LizNanni(BC'92)
Representative to the Board of Trustees
"I think improving communication between the students and
people who make major decisions at the school, such as the
Board of Trustees, is very important. These decisions directly
affect the lives of Barnard students."

RochelleTarlowe(BC'92)
Representative to the Board of Trustees
"I would like to see greater bond between the student body
and the Board of Trustees to make sure that sure students
requests are answered."

GayleFriedland(BC'92)
Representative to the Board of Trustees
"I would like to encourage more student input, students
should have a greater role in decision making since we are
the ones that decisions affect."

Janet Alperstein (BC '92)
Representative-at-Large
"I would like to continue working on the multi-cultural issue,
to exemplify the diversity on our campus."

JenMcQuade(BC'91)
Representative-at-Large
"The Rep-at-Large must be able to use educated judgement
so as to properly check and balance community and govern-
ment issues. I believe through my involvement I can bring
students' concerns and problems from a variety of back-
grounds to SGA. 1 am willing to roll up my sleeves and start
working to build a more responsive and cohesive commu-
nity."

March 26, 1990



Roberta Waterstone (BC '92)
Represents tive-at-Large
"I would like to strengthen the sense of community."

Jennifer Bullock (BC'93)
Representative-at-Large
"I would like to get groups of interested students together to
work on different issues on campus. I think right now there is
too much apathy. I would like to see more participation. I
would encourage more students to come to SGA meetings,
to sit and listen, and give their input to let people know what
is bothering them."

Angela Y.M. Riiey (BC '93)
Columbia College Liaison
"I would like to see at Barnard more of a university atmos-
phere, it seems that now we are Barnard and Columbia and
not just one university. I came here expecting more of a uni-
versity atmosphere and that is what! would work for."

Dayievine(BC'92)
Columbia College Liaison
"I would like to improve communication between the two
schools. Strengthening the relationship through improved
communication."

Jennifer Newman (BC '93)
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences (SEAS) Liaison
"I think that there should be more interaction between Bar-
nard and the Engineering School. Barnard women should be
able to take advantage of all the resources of the University,
including SEAS."

communication between students, administration, and fac-
ulty. This position gives me that opportunity and responsibi
ity. I am a member of a tripartite committee (made up of
students, administrators and faculty) now so I have experi-
ence working with these three groups."

Julie Owen (BC'91)
Student Services Liaison
"As Student Services Liaison I would give insight to tripar-
tite committee members into productive methods that can
help to solve problems and encourage greater communicatio
between students and administrators."

AlyssaHeld(BC'91)
Senior Class President
"As your class President, I am planning new and exciting
senior activities. My hope is to rekindle the spark you experi-
enced as a first year student, as you make your exodus from
Columbia."

KristenHoeschler(BC'91)
Senior Class President
"I would increase the class' involvement in the community. I
understand it is difficult to make an extended commitment
to volunteer projects, thus I hope to create other short-term
opportunities that fit into the demanding senior schedule."

Robyn Bass (BC '92)
Junior Class President
(Running Unopposed)
"I would like to improve the spirit and unity within the class,
college, and university"

Aimee Saginaw (BC '93) Leilynne Lau (BC '93)
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences (SEAS) Liaison Sophomore Class President
"In terms of the Engineering School, there are a lot of oppor- (Running Unopposed)
tunities that Barnard students may be interested in."

Emmily Washington (BC '93)
Student Services Liaison
"One thing 1 would like to do is to create more of a line of

"I want to improve participation and interaction—I think
that people should become more aware of Barnard's academic
and social resources and take advantage of more opportuni-
ties.

SGA Blood Drive
Aprii 17-18

11:3Qam-5pm

Upper Level Mclntosh
Questions? Call Janet at x42126

Look for Tabling in Mcintosh
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t NEWYORK
UNIVERSITYA|!TS& PROGRAMS

Session I May 21-June 29
Session II July 2-August 10

New York University's Summer Programs in Arts & Science include
comprehensive offerings at Washington Square—and stud> abroad
programs in England, France, and Spain.

LIVE IN GREENWICH VILLAGE:
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Rates: $100 per session, S200 for the entire summer wit h h ot nun e
credits per session Call for details or send coupon

To receive the Summer School Bulletin and for further information,
send this coupon to:

Arts & Science Summer Programs
New York University
6 Washington Square North
New York, New \orkI0003

or call: (212) 998 8170

Name
Address
Citj
State
Telephone
Area of interests

_Zipcode_

Undergraduate study Lj Graduate stud)
Nm Virk I nM>rM!\ is aii affirnutiw ,u turn c<|iiaJ upix>rtun.t\ HIM i iu lmn

Summer at
Brandeis

University

Workshop
June Il-June30

German Study in Augsburg
May 14-July 31

Hebrew Study in Israel
May 21-June 13

Session I — June 4 to July 6
Session II - July 9 to August 10

Information, catalog and application:

Brandeis University Summer School
P.O. Box 9110 Waltham, MA 02254-9110

(617) 736-3424

You can earn credit in one. two, three, four,
six. or eight weeks this summer.

Gail I-SOU-FINDS M (in Illinois rail "08'491-Jll-*) or mail this, coupon

I'm thinking. Send me .1 free cop\ of the Summer Sesson % catalog with
financial aid and registrifion information uvaiiiMe in ApnP!
Please send the catalog to " H m\ home 3 tn< school
Summer Session 90. 2003 .Sheridan Road Evansion, Jliuiois 60208-26SO
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F E A T U R E S

Abuse in the Home:
Campus Groups Address Domestic Violence

Cow
A starving cow will find a way
Through any beanfield fence.
To get her out, a man must use
Extremes ofvioknce:
But blows hurt kss than hunger,
She'll bleed but still she'll stay
The man I love, may loathe me
But I will not go away.

—by an anonymous Korean woman
Translated by Graeme Wilson

c e o

"A lot of Take Back The Night ad-
dresses violence in the street, how to
deal with harassment, and how to de-
fend [yourself] against attack, but the
hardest attack to defend yourself against
is an attack from someone you love,
whether it is a brother, a friend, or a
lover, " said Carolyn Farhie (CC '92)
who will lead a discussion group on April
24, with Ilomai Kurrik (BC '93), on vio-
lence committed by loved ones.

The discussion will cap a month-long
series of events focusing on domestic
violence and rape against women of vari-
ous ethnic, cultural, religious, and sexual
orientations or backgrounds.

According to Farhie, violence by
loved ones often takes the form of emo-
tional abuse. The most difficult dilemma
ensues when "you don't want to hurt
them, but they hurt you," Farhie said.

Achayot/Sisters, the Asian Women's
Coalition, and Alianza Latino Ameri-
cana are all sponsoring panel discussions
addressing domestic violence.

According to Take Back the Night
co-coordinator Amy Fix (BC '92), "This
year's set of events will hopefully serve as
a precedent tor future programs and pro-

mote a more diverse awareness" of the
issue of violence against women. By
sponsoring panels that represent many
different groups Fix hopes to encourage
coalition building among women of dif-
ferent backgrounds. Fix explained,
"Coalition building is one of the highest
priorities for women's issues. It is funda-
mental in order to make any progress in
any issue of social change."

Co-coordinator for the Violence
against Lesbians and Gay Men Panel
Eliza Randall (BC '91) agreed. She an-
ticipates that Take Back the Night
Month will foster a "cross-section of
people on campus to create coalition
building—[for] a community that will
work together against widespread vio-
lence."

Achayot/Sisters member Susan Zeller
(BC '90), said that "domestic violence is
a phenomena we need to address over-
all."

She stated that within the Jewish
community women resist talking about
domestic violence because no one wants
to expose herself or himself to criticism
coming "from the outside." Zeller ex-
plained that "you don't air your dirty
laundry, you keep it hidden. It is bad
enough that Jews are plagued by anti-
Semitism; no one wants to give anyone
more reason to discriminate." She said
that she senses a "strong indoctrination
among Jews to keep it [domestic vio-
lence] private."

A controversial issue for Jewish femi-
nists today, related to domestic violence,
is the issue of obtaining a "divorce con-
tract" or get. Traditionally, only Jewish
men are permitted to ask for, or receive,
a get. Jewish women do not even have
the power to request a get. A Jewish
woman may procure a legal divorce au-
thorised by the state, but she dees not

—Mary Kir

gain the approval of her Jewish commi
nity. Under Jewish law, a woman wh<
initiated a divorce herself may not b<
allowed to remarry.

Currently Get Equal Treatmen
(GET), a Jewish women's advocac
group, helps battered Jewish women ob-
tain a get.

Achayot/Sisters and the Council o
Jewish Organizations (CJO) are present-
ing a speaker on domestic violence
within the Jewish community, on April
2 at 7pm in the Brooks Living Room. A
spokesperson from The Transition Cen-
ter, a refuge for battered women that
takes special consideration of Jewish
women's Kosher dietary laws, is sched-
uled to speak.

The Asian Women's Coalition
(AWC) will sponsor a forum on Vio-
lence against Asian Women on April
16. According to AWC president Dana
Wu (CC '91), a staff member from the
New York Asian Women's Center will
be conducting a workshop addressing
this issue.

The problem for Asian women, as Wu
perceives it, is that many Asian women
are still prohibited from seeking outside
support because of the "foreign language,
culture, and economy of America." "Fear
of the unfamiliar American legal system,
fear of authori tv, fear of not being able to
speak English well, and fear of not hav-
ing support groups," Wu explained, all
contribute to Asian women's silence and
avoidance of theie issues.

Women are reluctant to speak up
about domestic \iolence because "it
would bring shame to the family," Wu
said. She added that even in a close-knit
church communir\ like those of some
Asian-Americans, a woman would be
too embarrassed to admit to her church
friends that her husband is abusive.

10 * BARNARD BULLETIN



"Women are also afraid that if they get
divorced, they might not ever get remar-
ried."

Wu described a recent case that took
place in March of 1989 in which New
York City resident Dong Luchen was
sentenced to just five years probation for
second degree manslaughter after beat-
ing his wife to death with a metal rod.
He suspected her of adultery.

Luchen's sentencing was lenient be-
cause of a "cultural defense" his lawyer
introduced during the trial. Luchen's
lawyer argued that because Chinese mar-
riage vows are considered sacred, and the
threat of a wife's infidelity would bring
"great shame" to a family, the defendant's
actions were justified, and he ought to be
charged with manslaughter, not murder.

In the Republic of Korea, a married
woman's property entirely becomes her
husband's, even if he beats her. She may
not reclaim it should she attempt to di-
vorce her husband. These women, bound
by strict economic controls, cannot seek
divorce with the prospects of finding
economic autonomy, and are thus fet-
tered to their marriages.

In the U.S. however, Asian women
are beginning to seek shelters and legal
action. According to Wu, shelters for
Asian women in the U.S. have become
more available.

The San Francisco Asian Women's
Shelter Project, for example, has already
treated more than 800 Asian women in
33 San Francisco Bay Area cities.

Barnard Organization of Black
Women (BOBW) member Taria Cren-
shaw (BC '91) commented on percep-
tions of violence in the black commu-
nity. "I don't think that it [violence
against women] is any more common [in
the black community] than any other
group. We have this image that it's more
common," Crensliaw remarked.

BOBW member Kimberly Elaine
Parker (BC '92), said that the concern
about violence against women is univer-
sal, "Violence is violence," Parker stated,

"and it will not be accepted by any
group."

The Alianza Latino Americana
(ALA) plans to host a discussion on
domestic violence in the Latino house-
hold.

According to ALA Cultural Chair
Laura Lopez (CC '92), a panel of two
women, Director of the Bronx Court
Operations for Victims Services Alice
Fernandez, and Spokesperson for the
Hostess Center for Immigration and
Women's Rights Marta Rivera, are
scheduled to attend the event.

ALA member Eva Landeo (BC '91)
commented that violence in the Latino

The silence not only
inhibits legal action

against abusive
males in the family,

but it quietly
condones the
existence of

violence.

family is a "fairly common occurrence.
Women expect men to hit them-it's a
given." Landeo continued that domestic
violence is "quite accepted-people have
been socialized to think that way. Wives
think that 'that's how husbands are' and
it's accepted by the family.'"

Landeo described a "point system" in
Peru which determines whether a
woman can legally press charges against
a man for assault and battery. The allot-
ment of points is subjectively assessed by
the police. For example, a bleeding lac-
eration will score more "points" than a
bruise, but a broken arm may just barely

score eleven points-the current number
of points needed to press charges. Lan-
deo said she deplores this system and
many other laws in Latin America which
blatantly discriminate against women.

Chicano Caucus academic chair
Corina Guzman (CC '93) described one
aspect of domestic violence within the
Chicano community, "The violence is
usually alcohol-related. A man might
beat up his wife and within several days,
both of them will probably act as if noth-
ing happened. Women think that it's
natural [to get beaten] so they get used to
it. They see it in their own families so
they accept it. It becomes a psychologi-
cal issue, some women even begin to
think that they deserve it."

Guzman explained that men are ex-
pected to be "muy hombre" or "very
manly," and they are anticipated to
"fajan bien pantalones" or "wear the
pants in the family."

The various organizations which are
openly responding to the sensitive issue
of violence against women, and domes-
tic violence concurred that although
violence at home is not often talked
about in their respective communities, it
does occur. The silence not only inhibits
legal action against abusive males in the
family, but it quietly condones the exis-
tence of violence.

According to Zeller, "If we [women]
don't talk about it [domestic violence],
it's not there, and therefore there's no
problem."

In cases of domestic violence women
who are economically dependent on
their husbands often bear the conse-
quences of physical abuse because they
have no other refuge but their own
homes. To remedy this Landeo believes
that "the main issue is educating
women." Wu asserted that "violence is a
community issue, thus the community
ought to be responsible for battered
women." +
Mary Kim is a Barnard College sopho-
more.
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"bad rap," and that fraternities don't
cause the problem, but it is a result of the
way that men are brought up.

She feels that more men do not be-
come involved in women's issues because
it puts their masculinity on the line. Men
who are involved in women's issues are
looked upon as less macho, and this per-
ception worries them enough to keep
them from getting involved.

Other Attitudes
A Columbia College senior, who

wished to remain anonymous, claimed
that he and most men are apathetic to
women's causes because they "do not af-
fect them." He claimed diat women can
conquer sexism to a large extent on their
own, but they do need help because it is
a big job.

He feels that the major women's is-
sues are finding a balance between fam-
ily and career, and problems with the
way society views women. He said that
he knows women are unhappy, since they

are asking for change, but he did not
know what they wanted: "I don't know, I
never understood women," he further
explained.

This student said diat he does not
make an effort to find out what changes
women want because "I'm more inter-
ested in doing my work than in political
issues." He does not think that this apa-
thy perpetuates violence towards
women, nor does it mean that he is sex-
ist.

He does not think that calling male
and female first*-year students "first year
students" instead of "freshmen" makes a
difference in anyone's attitude toward
women.

Organizations Fighting Sexism
Peter Niesular (CC '90) is active in

Take Back the Night, and believes that
men have a very important role to play
in fighting violence against women. He
said that until a year ago he was blind to
the fact that one out of three women is

sexually assaulted at some time in her
life. "Most men just don't realize the
extent of it," Niesular said. He does not
understand why every man would not
want to get involved in fighting violence
against women, as "every man has some
female dear to him, a girlfriend, wife,
sister, mother."

Niesular feels that more men should
be involved in Take Back the Night.

Jeff Rake (CC '90) works for the Na-
tional Clearinghouse for Harassment, a
network of several colleges that gathers
information on harassment. The core
group consists of three men and five
women. The goal of the Clearinghouse
is to raise awareness so that students
don't feel harassment occurs only in iso-
lated instances. Rake hopes the Clear-
inghouse will create a community of men
on campus who are much more aware of
the frequency of sexual harassment. •$
Lyat Sheintal is a Barnard College junior.

"Own"ing Feminism
continued from page. 4

Yet, Rhee also puts a "minimum" on feminism. By believing
in "equal rights, equal pay, et cetera," she feels she meets this
minimum criteria. She fails to comprehend that while she may
have eliminated many of the standards for feminism she feels
"radical" feminists hold, she has maintained others. I am curi-
ous as to what Rhee's "et cetera" might be. Not because I agree
that there is a minimum participation level for feminism, but
because she has left out all of her feminist "ethic" while criti-
cizing what she perceives to be others. Does Rhee assume that
every feminist should fill in die blanks because we all agree on
these values? Any one has the right to claim she or he is a
feminist. What they mean by this can vary greatly, but it is
impossible to evaluate the validity of their own identification
with feminism. That Rhee likes housework, "cooking and
baking" and "loading the dishwasher" does not invalidate her
in the eyes of all "radical" feminists. Yet she assumes that it
does. Rhee would prevent others from being feminists, even
while she dislikes being prevented from holding the title her-

self.
Rhee goes on to attack the use of "first-year student" and

"womyn" as opposed to "freshman" and "women." For some-
one who is protesting the limitations others place on her use of

the word "feminism," she shows surprising insensitivity at the
way in which words themselves can be limiting. She complains
that she does not understand why such terms are important.
She also assumes that "the feminist ideal" means necessarily
supporting the use of these words. As someone struggling with
the implications of one word, Rhee should try to understand
the implications of other words. As a person protesting stere-
otypes in general she should not assume that all feminists feel
that "first-year student" and "womyn" are more valid than the
traditional frames of reference.

Rhee ends by asserting that she will "continue to be true to
[her] definition of feminism...one that no one can pressure
[her] into changing." I am sorry that Rhee feels pressured, but I
also wonder how she can come to the conclusion that she is
being pressured, when her assumptions indicate to me that she
has not spoken to those whom she considers "radical" femi-
nists. In my "definition" of feminism, which I apply only to
myself, communication is the key to getting things done.
Respect is also important. No one "owns" die unique right to
call themselves a feminist while preventing others from doing
so. Only by understanding and speaking to one anther can we
avoid making the assumptions that Rhee makes about others.
—Geraldine Rowe (BC '92)
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F E A T U R E S

Methods for Attacking Rape
Take Back the Night Month addresses

and protests violence against women.
The series of panel discussions and other
events planned for the month seek to
educate students on relevant issues asso-
ciated with acts of violence against
women and gay men.

A discussion entitled "Alternative
Ways of Dealing with Attack" will take
place in the Brooks Living Room on
Tuesday, April 3 at 6:30pm. The discus-
sion will explore women's options for
dealing with and overcoming violence.
Mclntosh Activities Council (McAc)
will present Confrontation, a film about
the true story of a woman who was at-
tacked and later confronted her rapist.

Following the McAc Lecture Series
film, a panel of four will discuss rape and
women's legal recourse. The panelists
will talk about all forms of attack against
women, from sexual harassment to rape.
Their discussion will cover the legal

rights of survivors of rape, and will pro-
vide resources and suggestions as to how
to deal with attack and confront assail-
ants.

Panel chairs Jill Colton (BC '92) and
Marie-Ann Delafuente (BC '91) have
tentatively scheduled member of the
New York City Sex Crimes Division
Linda Fairstein, an attorney known for
her prosecution of Robert Chambers.
The two other panel members are yet to
be announced.

The goal of the Take Back the Night
Committee and the "Alternative Ways
of Dealing with Attack" panel is to in-
form participants of the different ways of
dealing with violence. Panel coordina-
tors Delafuente and Colton are working
to make students more aware of rape

services.
Colton is a co-coordinator of the

panel and a Rape Victim Advocate
trained in the Rape Intervention Pro-
gram (RIP) at St. Luke's hospital. Colton

is responsible for helping survivors of
sexual attack and feels that counseling
and providing information immediately
to the survivor after an attack is one of
the most effective ways of dealing with
rape.

Rape Victim Advocates are called by
the emergency room staff at St. Luke's
when a rape survivor is admitted. Advo-
cates must arrive within fifteen minutes
of the call. According to Colton, the
advocates act as mediators between the
survivor and the medical and law en-
forcement staffs.

Colton, who now works on call at St.
Luke's, says, "My most important objec-
tive is to help them [the survivors] regain
their sense of control and also to let
them know that whatever they did, they
did the right thing because they got
through it and survived."

RIP consists of four social workers and
one psychiatrist who give free individ-
ual, family, and group counseling after
initial contact with the Advocates. RIP
can also refer survivors of attack to legal
advocates who can assist them in any
legal action they may wish to take.

Health Services Offers Support
According to Program Coordinator of

Health Services Gizelle Harrington,
Health Services has a full counselling
staff to support survivors of any form of
sexual harassment or attack. If anybody
came into Health Services and stated
that they had been sexually harassed or
attacked, "they would be seen immedi-
ately," according to Harrington.

Terry O'Rourke is the Mental Health
appointments coordinator Health Serv-
ices. In the case of emergencies she
would contact the doctor most acces-
sible at the time, most likely the doctor
on call. According to Nurse and Care
Coordinator of Health Services Kathy
Kreiger, all of the mental health staff of

-by Margaret Tallman
Health Services can handle sexual at-
tack cases when they come up.

Health Services also offers a variety
of programming addressing sexual har-
assment and attack. Last semester Health
Services ran a six-week workshop about
sexual assault. Speakers included mem-
bers of the St. Luke's rape crisis center,
Barnard College Security Officers who
discussed ways students can protect
themselves, Dean Georgie Catch who
discussed Barnard's written policy on
sexual harassment , and Priscil la
Gillmore of the Physical Education De-
partment who discussed methods of self-
defense.

This semester Health Services is
sponsoring a support group for survivors
of sexual attack and abuse called Surviv-
ing Sexual Abuse. Students who have
experienced sexual attack or abuse are
invited to attend these sessions held each
Monday from 4:30-5:30pm at Health

Services. Anyone interested in attend-
ing these meetings should contact Dr.
Peggy Back man

The programs at Health Services, St.
Luke's hospital, and other alternatives
for dealing with violence such as classes
offered by Barnard's Physical Education
Department in self-defense are some of
the options a woman has for overcoming
sexual harassment, attack, or abuse.

After a woman is raped, she needs to
know that all of these alternatives for
dealing with arrack exist. Events such as
Take Back the Night can help to educate
and motivate women to take action.
"The March and Rally are alternative
ways of dealing with rape and other vio-
lence because they involve speaking out
and breaking the silence about such ex-
periences," according to Take Back the
Night co-coordinator Amy Fix (BC
'92). *
Margaret Tallman is a Barnard College
junior.
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W O M E N ' S I S S U E S

Harassment of Lesbians, Gays, And
Bisexuals: How Can We Respond?

Harassment can happen in the street,
on campus, or in a classroom, and it
leaves us feeling angry, violated, and
hurt. Lesbian women, gay men, and bi-
sexual women and men are systemati-
cally harassed because of their sexual
orientation. Yet, a person does not nec-
essarily have to be lesbian, gay or bisex-
ual to be harassed on the basis of sexual
orientation, as homophobia is largely
based on stereotypes and on fear of a
different choice of lifestyle. Simply
"looking" stereotypically lesbian or gay,
or showing any physical affection for a
member of the same sex can trigger a
homophobic reaction. From a hostile
person, words like "dyke," "fag" and
"queer" (there are many others) can
cause us to feel disempowered, and possi-
bly humiliated about our chosen sexual
orientation. So how do you deal with
harassment? Do you respond? And if so,
how do you respond in such a manner
that you feel safe and self-affirmed?

First of all, it is important to remem-
ber that it is never your responsibility to
respond or to react to homophobic har-
assment. No one has the right to molest
you on the basis of a chosen sexual
orientation. Whoever is bothering you
certainly does not deserve a response if
you choose not to respond. But depend-
ing on the situation, you may feel safe
enough or you may want to confront the
person who is harassing you. It is always
great to have something' clever and
ironic to say, but in stressful situations
clever lines do not always come to mind.
The following are some suggestions de-
rived from a workshop led by by Kevin
Berrill called "Hey! Queer!! Personal
Reactions To Harassment," held in Bos-
ton on February 17.

When considering a response, the first

point to remember is your safety. Is the
harasser bothering you on a busy street at
noon or outside of a bar at three in the
morning? Are you in a place where you
can reach a police officer? Are you alone
or with other people? How many people
are harassing you? Although physical
attack is scary and threatening for both
men and women, often women have
been brought up to fear attack and to
fear rape. If you feel that responding may
put you in physical danger, it is best to
get away as quickly as possible.

How do you deal
with harassment!
Do you respond?
And if so, how do

you respond in such
a manner that you
feel safe and self-

affirmed?

If you do want to respond to the har-
asser, it is important to consult whoever
you are with before responding. In any
given situation, it is possible that you
feel safe enough to respond while your
friend, lover, companion does not. Do
not assume that your company feels safe
because you do. You may be more sure of
yourself physically or you simply may be
more gutsy. It is possible that your com-
pany would like to respond to the harass-
ment, but it is wise to ask your company

—by Carolyn Farhii

first. This way both you and your com
pany will feel safe and prepared to re
spond.

If you opt to react to homophobii
harassment, it is intelligent to think
about the kind of response you want tc
make. Body language is as important at
verbal language. Unless you wish to get
into a physical fight, do not motion tc
hit your harasser. There is a difference
between challenging and confronting
your harasser. When you challenge a
harasser by name calling or threatening,
the situation may very well escalate.
Also, when name calling or physical

fighting begins, it becomes difficult for
an outside observer to distinguish be-
tween who is the harasser and who is
being harassed.

Always keep in mind that when you
confront a harasser, the aim is to stop
him/her from bothering you, and to de-
ter him/her from homophobic behavior
in the future. If someone calls you a name
or makes general homophobic comments
and you feel in a safe position to respond,
there are a range of potential confronta-
tion tactics that you might use. A basic

response to homophobic harassment
might be:

'That comment you made was homo-
phobic and insulting. I want you to stop
it."

"Just stop it! I don't like to be har-
assed, and no one likes to be harassed."

In this way, you name the behavior of
the harasser as offensive and validate
your right to be free of physical and
psychological assault.

If you are on campus, you might want
to mention that you plan to see an au-
thority about the harasser's behavior. An
effective response might be :
"What you just said to me was verbal
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harassment. You have no right to do that,
and it is not permitted on campus.

What is your name?"
The perpetrator will most likely run

away out of fear of reprimand and cer-
tainly will have learned that homopho-
bic harassment will not be tolerated on
campus.

But, just as it is not your responsibility
to respond to attack if you do not feel
comfortable, it is not your responsibility
to name the harassment even if you do
choose to respond. For example, you
could simply say to the harasser:
"Just stop it now."

In this way, you show the harasser
that you recognize and protest the har-
assment, but at the same time you make
it clear that you are not interested in en-
tering into a discussion with the attacker
or taking the time to explain how s/he is
offending you. Most importantly, your
response must employ common sense
and must depend on each individual situ-
ation.

The tone that you respond in is cru-
cial. You do not want to start a fight, but
you do want to name the homophobic
behavior for what it is, and you do want
to attempt to deter and challenge the
behavior in the future. By responding in
a confident and non-threatening tone,
you can protest the harassment without
instigating your harasser to further abuse.

If you do not feel secure about react-
ing verbally to harassment, a stare can be
very effective. A stare is different from
silence, and different from pretending to
ignore a comment. A stare lets the har-
asser know that you have heard and re-
acted to his/her comment, and that you
are addressing that comment face to face.
A stare can be very unnerving to the
harasser, and very self-affirming to the
harassed. As lesbians, gays, and bisexu-
als, we have the routine experience of
being silenced, but a stare is not silent. If
done correctly, it has power, implication,
and humanity.

continued on page 22

Poem in Five Parts

—by Kim Kupperman
I.

She opened her eyes. Boxes and
seashells smashed. Covers torn. Ashes
in the carpet.
The fibers of her body began to unweave.
Her lover leaned against the wall,
smoked a cigarette.
His eyes had poison in them.
He was there to save himself.

II.
The first part of the poisoning was
to interrogate her.
"Where were you? Who were you with?"
"No one," she answered.
"YOU'RE A FUCKING LIAR YOU'RE A FUCKING CUNT'
His fist core across her face.
Blood and salt.
She heard a thousand glasses shatter.
She did not recognize herself in the mirror.
"Get down on me," he said
he held the back of her neck
pushed her head up and down.
Jaw ache
Slave hate
After he had poisoned her, he went to sleep.

III.
Once, she thought, they were like porcelain
in moonlight.
Once they had moved through space like
rain, slipped over and into one another
like waves. Once.
And maybe even once was just an illusion.
As he snored
She designed plans to murder him.

IV.
A year later, she stuffed newspapers in
her windows to keep the winter out. She locked
her doors
to make sure he
would not come in.
As she slept,
A woman with no name whispered,
"Let go.. . let go of his hand so that you
can use both of yours."

V.
Her secret silent battle
happened in the corner of a bar.
He took her hand, smoothed his fingers
inbetween around over hers.
She slid each finger away from his
as if she were taking a knot out
of a fine chain.
She took a breath as his last finger
slid across her palm.
He picked up his drink.
She cradled her hands together,

Kim Kupperman works at The Barnard Center for Research on Women.
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C O M M E N T A R Y

Date-Rape: It's Time to Perceive the Crime
—by Peter Neisukr

I am told that what I am writing is "a male perspective on
date'rape," which seems problematic to me. For one thing, a
male perspective on date-rape is like a white perspective on
the subjugation of blacks. It may surround me, affect me indi-
rectly, threaten those I love, bum me inside, but in the end, in
the case of date-rape especially, it's just not going to happen to
me. "I can only stand apart and sympathize." I say this as a dis-
claimer, for while I have a great deal to say on the matter, I am
like the man in the African proverb who ''offers you his shirt
when he himself is naked," and both I and the proverb simply
say Beware. The other problem is that there is, obviously, no
one male perspective on this issue, any more than on any other
issues. The mere fact that I and some males refer to date-rape
as rape separates us, presumably, from those who would com-
mit date-rape, as they would call it something else. There
being something in me, however, of both the potential aggres-
sor and the potential sufferer of a rape of a loved one, I sill have
an intense personal standpoint from which to write.

Date-rape is quite easy to ignore if you are not affected by it,
or are under the impression that you are not affected by it. A
group of people came to my floor when I lived in Carmen,
three years ago, and held an educational workshop on date-
rape, but while I agreed with the people that it was wrong, and
did not intend to do it, my thinking ended there. As recently
as a year ago, 1 remember walking in Hamilton, seeing a poster
that stated, "One out of every three women is raped, assaulted,
or physically harassed somehow in her lifetime," and thinking
to myself that such a statistic was absurd, that it simply could
not be that widespread. Rape, I assumed, was something that
happened to strangers who walk alone in parks at 4am, victims
whom ! had read about in the paper. The poster, however, was
part of last year's Take Back The Night campaign, and in the
course of the campaign 1 discovered that no less than two of
my good friends had been raped (both by acquaintances) be-
fore, and another molested at a young age. The two rapists of
my friends attend Columbia University. They took Lit Hum,
read the Iliad, and live in dorms. According to the letter of the
law, if they received the punishment that less affluent rapists
occasionally get, they would at this moment be in jail.

The thought then occured to me: Who was I to be so self-
righteous? There have been plenty of times that I've had the
desire to rip somebody's clothes off. Was the fact that I had not
done so (without permission), due only to fear of social conse-
quences? In truth, I think not; it seems to me that there must
be more to issue than a simple contest between libido and the
law. What are these impetuses which drive these people to

turn sex into a criminal act of humiliation and nnuma?
It seems to me that rape, and date-rape, unlike other crimes,

are not perceived as violations by the attacker (and our soci-
ety!) and are more shattering to the victim than other crimes.
The reason being namely, the deep-down fundamental role
that sex plays in the self-esteem of men and women alike. The
result is that for the potential victim, as for many of us,
sexuality is something personal, something so intimate that to
open it up to somebody is to open up one's very being.

We live in a status-oriented culture; the more things you
"get," the more successful you are. Sex itself in our society is
often denigrated as a commodity. So if two men are sitting in a
locker room comparing their genitalia, one of them might say,
"I just bought a VCR," to which the other might say, "Well, I
just bought a new BMW," and then the other - this is the coup
de grace - might say, "Well, I got laid last night." In all-male
circles, peer pressure to "score" leads to such a desire to brag
about sexual exploits that a number of males I know, myself
included (I was 15, OK?), have in their time lied shamelessly
about "how far they got." It is easy to see how this bravado and
competitiveness, combined with the objectification and the
insecurity and a desire to physically conquer a woman who
refuses to be mentally conquered, can lead to disaster.

As a male, I experience all kinds of divergent feelings with
regard to rape and date-rape. Sexual aggressiveness, it seems to
me, can be a positive and healthy thing if she who is "attacked"
expresses a wish to be attacked. The problem is that there is a
microscopic fine line, which, when crossed, becomes pure
aggressiveness, where the person is no longer compliant but is
ignored. Because of this divergence, I will occasionally find
myself disgusted by my own libido, mistaking it for the more
violent and oppressive form of aggressiveness, namely the
conquering male ethos, that says, "A Real Man doesn't let
dumb things like other people's feelings get in his way." I think
it is in part the fact that I feel this occurred, however, that
causes me great turmoil and leads to quite violent anger against
those who commit these acts. Needless to say, the very vio-
lence that I feel against these people is akin to the violence
they felt, which spurred them to their crimes. While I recog-
nize the pointlessness of such anger on my part, it is hard to
picture anyone I love being raped without visualizing what I
would want to do to the rapist if I caught him. The fact that I
feel these feelings further increases my sadness when I ponder
the theoretical scenario. Furthermore, since the violence I feel
and the violence they feel are one and the same, the meaning

continued on page 22
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Symphony Space Salutes Shorts
-by Nicole Ellison

Wednesday, March 14 marked the
halfway point of Selected SHORTS: a
cekbration of the Short Story, a series of
ten readings held at Symphony Space as
part of their 1990 Winter/Spring season.

Hosted by Doris Lessing, the evening
featured five short stories chosen by
Lessing herself, ranging from a futuristic
science fiction piece by Arthur C. Clarke
to a 400 year old fable retold by Idries
Shah "The Man, the Snake and the
Stone," read by Lessing in cool, direct
tones that accented its latent humor.
Also read was a piece by Kate Chopin,
"Desiree's Baby," one by Loren Eiseley,
and a "London sketch" by Doris Lessing
read by the author's close friend and ac-
tress Maria Tucci.

Lessing, a solid gentle woman, spoke
in a clear voice about her love of the
short story form, "both reading and writ-
ing." Recently, she noted, the form has
been received with more respect and
enthusiasm by both critics and the pub-
lic. She attributed this shift to programs
like SHORTS, in which listeners are
introduced to stories and authors for the
first time. As die evening continued, her
praise of the form, with its unique char-
acteristics, was reiterated and reinforced
by the quality of the pieces presented.
Each narrative was compact and force-
ful, with none of the loose ends so often
overlooked in novels: each a fully-real-
ized, carefully wrought entity. The im-
pact of the short story often lies in its

ability to present and resolve a situation
with the shortest of brush strokes— of-
ten with an ironic twist, as was the case
with the pieces chosen by Lessing.

The evening was a success for a num-
ber of reasons: Lessing was sympathetic
and witty; the pieces were outstanding
and were read by talented actors and
actresses that imbued the words with a
charm above and beyond the written
text. Paul Hecht, a well known actor in
the New York circuit, was especially
note- worthy in his reading of Arthur
Clarke's "The Sentinel." His deep bari-
tone voice added a distinct layer to the
work, one unique to the character and
events of the story.

There is a very specific and strange
pleasure in being read to, and as adults
we are not allowed to enjoy it often
enough. Although at first it is difficult to
plug into "listening" mode, once one is
able to override the natural instinct to
think of listening as a passive activity
and begin to conceive of it as merely a
different method of experiencing litera-
ture, being read to becomes pleasurable.
One is able to imagine and think, freed
from the constraints of the written word
or the ready-made visual images of film.
The power of the oral tradition is more
easily understood after a night at Sym-
phony Space. On a different level, there
is also the hearkening back to childhood
that is evoked, a feeling both pleasurable
and a little disconcerting.

Symphony Space is a not-for-profit
community-sponsored center for the
performing arts, located at Broadway and
95th— a short jaunt from Columbia but
a different space altogether. In operation
since 1978, Symphony Space has spon-
sored almost every art form conceivable,
running the gamut from the avant-garde
events to jazz, dance, and children's pro-
ductions. Although the price of tickets
can run high (our orchestra seats for
Lessing set us back eight clams), such is
life in the big city. When one compares
two or three hours of such visceral,
thinking pleasure to die same amount of
time spent in a Cineplex-Odious box
enjoying the likes of Basket Case. 2, the
choice is not altogether that difficult.

Future programs in the SHORTS se-
ries: On March 28, host Andre Dubus
will present works by Anton Chekhov,
Raymond Carver, Edna O' Brien and
Gina Berriault. On April 11, "Matters of
Life and Death" will feature works by
Michael Cunningham, Tatyana Tolstaya
and Alice Munro. April 25 is an evening
of comedy, and on May 9 Alison Lurie
will host readings of short stories by E.
M. Forster, Ursula K. Le Guin, and James
McConkey An evening titled "Impulse"
will take place on May 23, and will con-
clude the series.

The Box Office telephone number is
(212)864-5400. *
Nicole. Ellison is a Bulletin arts editor and
a Barnard College senior.
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The Gift Packages Despair

Joanne Weiss has brought her gift to
Barnard. The lyrical poetry that flows
from the lips of Mother, Daughter, Fa-
ther and Death float in the air like the
white snowflakes and soft winter night
shadows whose deathly calm establish
the tone for the entire play.

This is the story of a family broken by
betrayal, abandonment, alcohol abuse,
self sacrifice, love confused with hate,
murder and death. The themes are as old
as theatre itself. The triangle of all sacri-
ficing, selfless mother, remorseful, pa-
thetic guilty father, and angry, self de-
structive daughter creates a poisonous
net, much like the hanging black mesh
curtain, which suffocates both mother
and daughter and leaves Father helpless
and alone. After the woman he has lived
with for seven years in L.A. commits
suicide, Father returns home to Poland.
It's December 23, 1970, a crisis point in
Polish history remembered for the strikes
and deaths resulting from a sharp in-
crease in food prices. While this political
context is an interesting background
detail, it is soon lost in the much more
powerful theme of family drama.

Interludes of dreamlike sequences,
soliloquies and "discussions" with the
spirits of death blur the distinction be-
tween reality and illusion. A character
will freeze, the lights will dim and time
will stop as all assumptions about reality
in the play are put into question. As
Father nears the door of what once was
his home, five stationary snowballs
which formed part of the original back-
drop reveal themselves to be women.
The playwright's motivations for choos-
ing females to represent death are un-
clear and unsettling. The constant pres-
ence of death embodied by five veiled
brides in wedding gowns is jarring still.
At first, the only sound issuing forth from
these women is an eerie hum, but soon
their role develops into a modern equiva-

lent of the Greek chorus providing moral
judgement, personal advice to the pro-
tagonist, and foreshadowing of the tragic
finale.

While still alive, Mother, Daughter
and Father are all dressed in black but as
Father presents Mother and Daughter
with Christmas gifts of white gowns and
pearls, the audience shivers at the knowl-

Interludes of
dreamlike
sequences,

soliloquies, and
discussions with the
spirits of death blur

the distinction
between reality and

illusion.

edge that soon they too will join the
brides of death. The only color to ease
the audience's eyes from the starkness of
the black and white contrast which per-
vades everything and everyone on stage,
is the red wine - the goblet of poison
liquid intended to bring death to father,
which kills mother and daughter instead.
Though most of the Barnard audience
does not speak Danish, it is interesting
to note that Gift, in Danish, means poi-
son. The director's choice to distinctively
identify Death as brides further recalls
the themes of the Greek tragedy, tracing
back to marriage and family entangle-
ments. Perhaps by dying unmarried, in-
nocent, and dressed in white, Daughter

—by Tamara Cohen

actually succeeds in escaping the fatal
pattern inherited from her father (who
kills all). But her final dignity and
strength seam to stem more from the
actress' talents than from a sense of
hope about the future awaiting her in
the outside world of poverty, death and
turmoil.

Suddenly, the set turns a blinding
white and snow falls into the house. Fa-
ther delivers his final speech. His flowery
language full of imagery, sickening sor-
row and helpless heroism seem to have
lost their power. If the gifts he brought
were tainted with death, are we really to
award him with our forgiveness? Why is
he left alive?

The Christian imagery which per-
vades the play to provides some clues.
When Father and Daughter join their
voices to sing Silent Night ("round yon
virgin, Mother and Child"), while sit-
ting down at the table for Christmas
dinner with a baby doll in the chair set
aside for Jesus, one cannot help but imag-
ine a nativity scene. Daughter, the only
disbeliever in this Polish Catholic set-
ting is also a sort of prophetess or witch-
like figure, as she is the only character
who can speak to Death while still alive.
Thus, when the only person left alive on
stage at the close of the play is a man on
his knees whose central message has been
"forgive, give, and love, despite sin" -
one can only guess as to why the man in-
tended for death is the only one saved.

The success of the production was
due to the synthesis between words,
form, set and sound. The slanted stage
jut cut at die audience like a slide, creat-
ing a physical sense of uneasiness, as if at
any moment the actors and the entire set
could slip silently into your lap, splash-
ing all their troubles and horrors in your
face. The audience finds itself at the
bottom of an incline. While the white
bndes of death occupy the highest level,
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and the family house lies right beneath
it, the audience is forced to form the
bottom of the sandwich. Not trapped in
the middle like Mother and daughter,
the audience must question whether it
partakes in the space of the spirits, ac-
complice to death or whether it in fact
occupies the only "life" space in the the-
atre. The middle of the stage, where most
of the action takes place, is separated
from the audience and the "outside"
night by the black mesh curtain which
serves to distance the audience filtering
all perception through a dark screen
enclosing the family in cage. The cold

air rushing into the theatre from the wide
open backdoor further involved the au-
dience in the action of the play by recre-
ating the uneasy feeling of being outside
in the cold with the spirits of death of
Poland's night.

Joanne Weiss, a soft spoken poet who
claims that she doesn't really like writing
plays as much as poetry, said that much
of this first play of hers carne through her
as a creation which then she had to look
at and interpret. Though her language is
unceasingly poetic and at times difficult
to understand, it derives it strength from
its very form which, like Death, is both

creepy and beautiful. The actors in the
production, especially Nina Landey and
Gregor Paslawsky imbue each word with
strength and emotion.

All interested in contemporary lyri-
cal theatre should keep an eye on Joanne
Weiss who's first play is surely just a be-
ginning. Paul Berrnan, whom she said
dispelled all her fears about working with
a director, has once again presented Bar-
nard students with the challenge of
unwrapping drama's secret pleasures. ^
Tamara Cohen is a Bulletin arts editor and
a Barnard College first^year student.

Sketches of the Masters Reveal
Artistic Process

—by Prisca Schutts

Master Drawings from the Woodner
Collection provides an opportunity for
both study and appreciation. The exhi-
bition, which opened March 10th at the
Met, is a treasury of works that explore
the more private side of many well
known artists. Drawings, a heading
which covers studies, sketches and illu-
mination, can be of media as varied as
watercolor, pen and ink, graphite, chalk,
pastel, and conte crayon. Artists' studies,
which dominate this show, often reveal
more of their personality than finished
paintings intended for public viewing.
These unpolished exercises provide in-
sight into the mind of their creator.

All of the drawings were selected from
the collection of Ian Woodner by the
owner himself. Represented are the Ital-
ian, French, German/Swiss, Dutch,
Flemish, and4 minimally, the Spanish
schools of European art. The exhibition
includes a mix of artists spanning the
years from the Early Renaissance up to
the early twentieth century. The Italian
Renaissance is especially well docu-

mented with an abundance of magnifi-
cent chalk and pen-and-ink studies by
masters of the Florentine, Venetian, and
Central Italian schools. Raphael, An-
drea del Sarto, Leonardo, Guido Reni,
and Carracci are represented among
many others.

To find works executed after the mid
1600s one must move into the rooms of
French pictures where a wider period of
time is covered. The range here extends
from Poussin's stark classicism of the
seventeenth century to the eighteenth
century roccoco frivolity of Watteau to
the nineteenth century trends of Impres-
sionism and Symbolism. Some Picasso
and Braque from early in this century are
also included. Techniques are varied here
as well: Ingres' linear definition and clar-
ity and Bresdin's calligraphic drawings
contrast remarkably with Redon's myste-
riously obscured charcoal sketches.

Color is rare in this exhibition but
can be found in some bright watercolors
by the German master Albrecht Durer.
A few portraits., including one by Lucas

Cranach, and two illuminated books
provide a limited showing of the North-
em Renaissance Artists' talents. Art in
Northern Europe in the following cen-
tury is represented by some descriptive
pen-and-ink drawings by the Dutch mas-
ter Rembrandt and a few elaborate
sketches by his Flemish contemporary
Antony Van Dyck.

This varied and extensive exhibition
reveals the private underside— the pre-
paratory works— of many great masters
in the history of European Art. The stud-
ies that an artist does before he embarks
upon an actual painting are as essential
to our understanding of the process be-
hind the creation of a masterpiece as
they are to the finished work of art. Mas-
ter drawings from the Woodner Collection
is both a learning experience, a pleasur-
able journey through the history of art,
and an insight into the psyche of these
artists. *
Prisca Schutts is a Barnard College junior.
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Muse News

—continued from page 23

one is as privileged as She. She under-
stands that while She spent spring Break
on the white satin sand beaches of Hon-
olulu, some of you chose to remain in
beautiful Morningside Heights with
theses and term papers. But don't fret.
The Muse loved the Bros too much to
leave them behind. You too can be
swept away from the maddening reali-
ties of BIG apple living into the peace-
ful, tropical yet exhilarating world of
the Small Pineapple. The Brothers Caz-
irnero are coming to Carnegie Hall.

The dare for this spectacular event
might seem far off, but plan ahead and
get your tickets before you see a SOLD
OUT sprawled across their full page add
in die Voice. Remember you heard it
here first. ^

Date Rape
—continued from page 18

of my arguments is damaged.
It is for this very reason that I do not

consider anyone, male or female, exempt
from victimization. I feel that I have been
victimized already, for the simple reason
that since my heightened awareness of the
issue. I have lived in fear. I have wor-
ried about close female friends of mind
walking one block to see me if it was late
at night. I have worried about not always
being able to be present when a close
female friend of mine is with a male ac-
quaintance or date. When my friends who
had been victims told me their stories, I
felt pain the likes of which i have never
felt about something which didn't "affect
me directly/' The fact is that it does af-
fect me directly, as it doe., with all of us.
I will advise my female friends to take
Karate lessons, and I myself will brush
up on my non-violence. 4
Peter Ncisuier is a Columbia College
senior and co-coordinator of Barnard-
Columbia Amnesty International.

Harassment
continued from page 17

Although a bigot who is bothering
you does not deserve your utmost kind-
ness, the response you give should let die
harasser keep his/her humanity. Try to be
conscious about how your reaction will
effect the harasser, and about what your
reaction reflects about you. If someone
calls you a name and you yell a name
back at them, you have not named the
prejudice or challenged the harasser's
homophobia. If someone calls you a
name, and you beat him/her up, you per-
petuate violence. Maybe you think that
die bigot deserved it. But you can bet
that the next time that bigot sees a gay,
lesbian, or bisexual that s/he can over-
power, s/he will proceed to do vengeful ly
with you in mind.

If someone calls you "butch" or
"queer" and you counter with a racist,
sexist or classist remark, you perpetuate
cycles of blind hatred and stereotypes. A
racist, sexist and classist remark does
NOT challenge the bigot's homophobia
nor does it affirm your right to exist. In-
stead, a racist, sexist or classist counter
remark affirms you only by denigrating
your harasser—the very process in which
your harasser has attempted to demean
you. True empowerment does not come
from insulting others blindly. As lesbi-
ans, gays, and bisexuals, we must prac-
tice what we preach, and be sensitive to
die uses and abuses of our language.

Often people who harass base their
comments and actions on stereotypes of
race, gender, class and sexual orienta-
tion. By working together to stop all
forms of harassment and to aid people
who are being harassed when we can, we
can move toward a future free of such
abuse. In the meantime, stay safe, sane,
and empowered. ^

Carolyn Far/vie is a Barnard College junior.

Rep Council
continued from page 5

the idea of sealing the door. Reactior
from council members was negative, ir
sharp contrast to the positive reaction a
the security meeting.

"The tunnel is a Barnard tradition,'
said SGA President Leora Joseph, whc
added that if the tunnel were sealed off
in such a way SGA would receive all ot
the complaints.

The council also discussed diree sepa-
rate reading period referenda proposed
by Columbia College Vice-Chair David
Frost and Columbia Senate Committee
on Education Jack Hidary. The entire
university will vote on the three refer-
enda if they are approved by various
campus government organizations. The
three referenda propose cuts in vacation
periods in order to provide seven reading
days during finals, as opposed to the cur-
rent two.

The only referendum that met widi
opposition was number two which pro-
posed holding classes on November 6
and 7, the election and academic holi-
days, in order to provide three extra read-
ing days before fall finals. Despite some
opposition the Rep Council decided
unanimously to approve all three refer-
enda for a University-wide vote.

Liaison to the School of Engineering
and Applied Sciences Sylvia Polk an-
nounced that the Columbia/Barnard
Math Department is considering intro-
ducing new calculus classes, one for fu-
ture science majors and pre-med students
and another for people who may not
consider taking calculus, or feel that their
prior training in madiematics is insuffi-
cient.

A similar move is also being consid-
ered by the physics department, which is
proposing a new introductory level
course for those considering majoring in
the sciences. The aim, said Polk, "is to
better suit die needs of majors." +

—Shelagh Hoeg

22 * BARNARD BULLETiN



A R T S

Rediscovering Waylon

Much of the pleasure I take in owning
books and records comes from the ways
in which I acquire them and from no
intrinsic aspect in and of themselves. 1
prefer to find things accidently, to re-
cover them from street vendors and used
book or record stores, not to pick them
out in advance and hunt them down in
Shakespeare and Co. or Tower. Added to
the pleasure of having them come to me,
is the excitement of bargains, of unex-
pectedly low prices.

Waylon's records tend to show up in
my regular haunts for 2.99 and less,
which puts them well on their way to
having a place in my heart. The pleasure
of making only a small expense to re-
solve someone's castaways is double: I
get a good deal, but I also get the feeling
that the rejected records have found a
safe haven amid my collection.

The sense of recovering something
lost, entering a world that has been
sealed off and forgotten as I collect his
once popular but now neglected master-
pieces mirrors one aspect of his art.
Waylon's world is constituted of loss, de-
sire, and haunted memories. Like the
opaque passage that opens Nabokov's
Ada, possession, contentment, and com-
pletion are what can't be articulated,
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-by George Boulukos
what can't be shared with an outsider.
For Waylon, the very possibility of these
states has become questionable. His im-
ages of love are of pain, memory and
deception. "She tells me everything's al-
right/ but when she should be sleeping
nights, I've heard her cry," "1 lay in a
cheap motel/ in the arms of someone
else's woman." The very titles "I Recall a
Gypsy Woman," "Memories of You and
I" and "I Knew You'd be Leaving" show
how happiness, how the focus of exis-
tence, is never in the present for Way-
Ion, as with his "good hearted woman"
who (in reference to the lover) "just talks
about the good times they've had/ and
all the good times to come."

His voice is always filled with an ache
that suggests loss, desire, and dissatisfac-
tion. The root of his problem is his
desire for possession of a woman. He
confuses the sense of possession that is
possible— that is, mutual sexual sexual
possession— with a literal, objectifying
sense as in "my woman". He defeats
himself by pursuing this impossible goal.
In "Sweet Dream Woman," even an
image of "woman" that he knows that he
has purely constructed— his "dream"—
is for him "the love you couldn't hold."
He unconsciously acknowledges that he
can never "possess" a person with an
independent being and personality even
within his fantasy.

His power lies in his ability to create a
world entirely cut off from the present—
consciously, within his music, but un-
consciously as well— by representing a
moment in country music which has
passed, the height of the 70's "outlaw"
movement. His greatest records are Sweet
Dream Woman, Honky Tonic Heroes, and
Dreaming My Dreams. Keep an eye out in
case you run into 'em. +
George Boulukos is a Columbia College
senior.

Muse News
Once again the Muse has found gold

while playing in the sand. While sipping
Her Pina Colada with pink paper um-
brella and breathing in the warm sooth-
ing tropical breezes of Hawaii, the Muse
stopped for a moment and sighed. Her
gaze strayed to the horizon, and for a
moment she felt a pang in Her heart.
Remembering her dear Barnard chums
across the aquamarine seas, the Muse
promised Herself that She would find
something even more special than an
"All I got was this lousy t-shirt" t-shirt to
bring back to New York from Spring
Break,

So what did She find? Macadamia
nuts, a carefully sealed bottle of 100%
natural guaranteed tropic sun and.... the
Brothers Cazimero. And who, you (in
your fair-skinned-untanned-ignorance)
might ask, are the Brothers Cazimero?
They're the hottest thing since rap, the
sexiest duo since Donnie and Marie, the
most talked about Hawaiian musicians
ever.

Gone are the days of cellophane grass
skirts, ukeleles and torches as the repre-
sentatives of this great nation's fiftieth
state. Right now, as the rest of the world
focuses on governmental upheavals and
revolutions, Hawaii is going through a
revolution of its own, A cultural renais-
sance is sweeping the state and at its
matrix stand the dynamic duo, The
Brothers Cazimero. Combining ancient
techniques of song, chant and dance
with modern technology's intrigue of
light and sound, they give a performance
that is not to be missed. Remarkable
entertainers, the Brothers Cazimero
achieve a full-bodied sound that ema-
nates from two traditional instruments,
the acoustic bass and a twelve string gui-
tar. With twenty-four albums already re-
leased, the indelible mark that the
Brothers have left on Hawaiian music
will span for decades.

Now the Muse knows that not every-
continued on page 22
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YOU'RE SMART ENOUGH TO KNOW THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV AND THE
BROTHERS CAZIMERO...

AND YOU'RE STILL NOT WRITING FOR
THE BL/LLETIN?#%@!


